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chicago style bibliography examples for research writing are essential for
any academic or research endeavor, providing a standardized method for
acknowledging sources and enabling readers to locate them. This comprehensive
guide delves into the intricacies of crafting a Chicago-style bibliography,
offering detailed examples for various source types commonly encountered in
research writing. Understanding these examples is crucial for maintaining
academic integrity, avoiding plagiarism, and enhancing the credibility of
your work. We will cover the fundamental principles of Chicago style,
including the difference between notes and bibliography, and then provide
practical, step-by-step examples for books, journal articles, websites, and
other frequently used resources. Mastering these citation formats will
streamline your research process and elevate the professionalism of your
written output.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes vs.
Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For most humanities
disciplines, the Notes-Bibliography system is the preferred choice, and this
article will focus on its bibliography component. This system uses footnotes
or endnotes within the text to cite sources, while the bibliography at the
end of the document provides a comprehensive list of all sources consulted
and cited.

The key distinction lies in their purpose and placement. Notes provide
immediate citation information linked to specific passages in your text,
allowing readers to quickly identify the source of a particular piece of
information. The bibliography, on the other hand, serves as a consolidated
reference list, offering full bibliographic details for every source cited in
the notes. This dual approach ensures both accessibility and thoroughness in



academic referencing, making it a robust system for scholarly communication.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style
Bibliography Entry

Regardless of the source type, Chicago style bibliographies generally follow
a consistent pattern for each entry. While the exact order and punctuation
may vary slightly, several core pieces of information are almost always
required. These elements work together to provide a complete and unambiguous
identification of the source.

The fundamental components typically include the author's name, the title of
the work, publication information (such as publisher and date), and, for
online or serialized materials, locational data like URLs or page numbers.
Understanding these building blocks is the first step to correctly
constructing any bibliography entry. Accuracy and completeness are paramount
to ensure your readers can easily locate the original sources you have
referenced.

Author Information
For a Chicago-style bibliography, the author's name is usually listed in
reverse order: last name first, followed by a comma, and then the first name.
If there are multiple authors, the convention changes after the first author.
The principle here is to clearly and consistently identify the creator of the
work, allowing for easy scanning of your bibliography.

Title of the Work
The title of the work is presented next. For books and longer works like
journals, the title is typically italicized. Shorter works, such as articles
within a journal or chapters within a book, are enclosed in quotation marks.
This distinction between italicization and quotation marks is a crucial
visual cue in Chicago style, differentiating between different levels of
published entities.

Publication Details
This section includes information about where and when the work was
published. For books, this involves the city of publication, the publisher's
name, and the year of publication. For articles, it includes the journal
title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, and the year of
publication, often followed by page numbers. These details are vital for
pinpointing the exact edition and publication of the source material.



Locational Information (for Online Sources)
When citing online resources, such as websites or digital articles, providing
a URL is essential. Additionally, it's often recommended to include a date of
access, particularly if the content is prone to change. This helps readers
find the specific version of the online resource you consulted, mitigating
issues with web page modifications or deletions over time.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Books

Books are foundational in research, and Chicago style provides clear
guidelines for citing them. The format ensures that readers can readily
identify and retrieve the specific book you referenced, including its edition
and publisher.

Single-Authored Book
For a book with a single author, the entry begins with the author's last
name, followed by a comma and their first name. The title of the book is then
italicized, followed by the place of publication, publisher, and year. This
is perhaps the most common type of book citation you will encounter.

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Example:

Smith, John. The History of Research Methods. Chicago: University Press,
2020.

Book with Two or Three Authors
When a book has two or three authors, the first author's name is listed in
reverse order (last name, first name). Subsequent authors are listed in their
normal order (first name, last name). The “and” conjunction is used before
the last author's name.

Author One Last Name, First Name, and Author Two First Name Last Name.
Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:



Davis, Emily, and Michael Chen. Advanced Research Techniques. New York:
Academic Publishing, 2019.

Book with More Than Three Authors
For books with more than three authors, the Chicago Manual of Style typically
recommends listing only the first author's name, followed by "et al." (an
abbreviation for "and others"). This keeps the bibliography concise while
still crediting the primary author. The full list of authors can be provided
in a note if necessary.

Author One Last Name, First Name, et al. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

Williams, Sarah, et al. Foundations of Scientific Inquiry. London:
Global Books, 2021.

Edited Book
When citing an edited book where you are referencing the entire collection,
you include the editor's name(s) followed by "ed." (for editor) or "eds."
(for editors). The rest of the citation follows the standard book format.

Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Example:

Garcia, Isabella, ed. Contemporary Literary Theory. Boston: University
Press, 2018.

Chapter or Part of an Edited Book
Citing a specific chapter or part within an edited book requires citing both
the author of that specific chapter and the editors of the overall book. The
chapter author is listed first, followed by the chapter title in quotation
marks. Then, you indicate "in" followed by the book's title and publication
details. This method clearly delineates the specific contribution within a
larger collection.



Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of
Book, edited by Editor First Name Last Name, Chapter Page Numbers. Place
of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

Lee, David. "The Evolution of Digital Archives." In Digital Humanities:
A New Era, edited by Anya Sharma and Kenji Tanaka, 45-78. New York:
Digital Press, 2022.

Book with an Edition (Other Than the First)
When citing a specific edition of a book, you must indicate the edition
number after the title. This is crucial if there have been significant
revisions or updates to the text. The edition number should be clearly stated
to avoid confusion with other versions of the work.

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Edition Number ed. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

Brown, William. Introduction to Statistics. 3rd ed. New York: Academic
Publishers, 2023.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Journal
Articles

Journal articles are a staple in academic research. Chicago style provides
specific formats to ensure these are cited accurately, enabling readers to
access the precise scholarly publications you've drawn upon.

Article in a Print Journal
For a print journal article, you list the author's name, the article title in
quotation marks, the journal title in italics, followed by the volume number,
issue number, year of publication, and the page range of the article. Clarity
in these details is key for locating the specific issue.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal



Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Numbers.

Example:

Anderson, Robert. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse."
Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 3 (2021): 112-135.

Article in an Online Journal (with DOI)
When an online journal article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it is
the preferred method of citation as it is a permanent link. The format is
similar to print, but the DOI is appended at the end. This ensures longevity
and accessibility of the cited source.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Numbers. DOI: XX.XXXX/XXXXXXX.

Example:

Nguyen, Lan. "Exploring New Frontiers in AI Ethics." AI Research
Quarterly 12, no. 1 (2023): 25-40. DOI: 10.1080/12345678.2023.1122334.

Article in an Online Journal (without DOI, with URL)
If an online journal article lacks a DOI but is accessible online, you
provide the URL. It is also advisable to include the date you accessed the
article. This allows readers to retrieve the content even if the journal's
website structure changes.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Numbers. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

Kim, Ji-hoon. "Sustainable Urban Development Models." Global Urban
Studies 8, no. 2 (2022): 78-99. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.globalurbanstudies.com/articles/jihoon-kim-sustainable-model
s.



Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for
Websites and Online Resources

The digital age has made websites and online articles indispensable research
tools. Chicago style offers methods to cite these dynamic resources
effectively.

Webpage with an Author
For a webpage where an author is clearly identified, you list their name, the
title of the specific page in quotation marks, the website's name in italics,
and then the publication date or last updated date, followed by the URL. The
author's name lends authority and credibility to the online source.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Webpage." Name of Website. Last
Modified or Publication Date. URL.

Example:

Miller, David. "Understanding Climate Change Impacts." Environmental
Watch Today. September 15, 2023.
https://www.environmentalwatchtoday.org/climate-change-impacts.

Webpage without an Author
When a webpage lacks a clearly designated author, you begin with the title of
the page in quotation marks, followed by the website's name in italics, and
then the publication or last updated date and URL. The focus shifts to the
content and its origin from the named website.

"Title of Webpage." Name of Website. Last Modified or Publication Date.
URL.

Example:

"New Discoveries in Particle Physics." Science Daily News. October 10,
2023. https://www.sciencedailynews.com/particle-physics-discoveries.



Online News Article
Online news articles should include the author's name, the article title in
quotation marks, the name of the news organization in italics, the
publication date, and the URL. These citations help track current events and
reporting.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of News
Organization. Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

Johnson, Sarah. "Local Election Results Announced." The City Chronicle.
November 7, 2023.
https://www.thecitychronicle.com/local-election-results.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Other
Common Sources

Research often extends beyond books and articles. Chicago style provides
formats for a variety of other source materials, ensuring a comprehensive
bibliography.

Dissertation or Thesis
When citing a dissertation or thesis, include the author's name, the title of
the work in italics, and then specify whether it is a dissertation or thesis.
Indicate the university and the year of completion. This signifies original
academic research.

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Dissertation or Thesis. PhD diss.
or MA thesis. University Name, Year.

Example:

Rodriguez, Maria. The Social Impact of Artificial Intelligence in
Developing Nations. PhD diss. Stanford University, 2022.



Conference Paper
For a published conference paper, list the author, the paper title in
quotation marks, the conference name and location, and the date. If it's
published in proceedings, include that information as well.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Conference Paper." In
Proceedings of the Conference Name, Page Numbers. City, Country: Date of
Conference.

Example:

Chen, Wei. "Advancements in Renewable Energy Technology." In Proceedings
of the International Conference on Sustainable Energy, 120-135. Berlin,
Germany: July 10-12, 2023.

Report from an Organization
When citing a report published by an organization, start with the
organization's name (if it is also the author), followed by the report title
in italics, and then the publication date and any report numbers. This
highlights institutional research and findings.

Organization Name. Title of Report. Report Number (if applicable). City:
Publisher, Year.

Example:

World Health Organization. Global Health Statistics Report 2023.
WHO/GHS/2023. Geneva: World Health Organization, 2023.

Formatting Your Chicago Style Bibliography Page

Beyond the individual entries, the overall presentation of your bibliography
page is important. Proper formatting ensures readability and adherence to
academic standards. Consistency is key to a professional-looking
bibliography.

The bibliography should be titled "Bibliography" and placed at the end of
your research paper. Each entry is typically single-spaced within the entry,
with a double space between each entry. This creates a clear visual



separation for each source. The first line of each entry is flush with the
left margin, and subsequent lines are indented (hanging indent). This format
makes it easier to scan down the list and locate specific entries.

Alphabetical Order
All entries in your Chicago style bibliography must be arranged in
alphabetical order by the author's last name. If a source has no author, it
is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title (ignoring articles
like "A," "An," and "The"). This alphabetical arrangement is a fundamental
aspect of bibliographic organization, allowing for quick lookups.

Consistency in Punctuation and Style
Maintain strict consistency in punctuation, capitalization, and the use of
italics or quotation marks throughout your bibliography. Deviations can
create confusion and detract from the professionalism of your work.
Referencing the Chicago Manual of Style or reliable online guides can help
ensure accuracy and uniformity.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between notes and
the bibliography in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago's Notes-Bibliography system, notes (footnotes or endnotes)
provide brief citations for specific sources used within the text, often
appearing on the same page or at the end of the document. The bibliography,
located at the end of the paper, provides a complete list of all sources
cited, offering full bibliographic details for each entry to allow readers to
locate them easily.

Q: Do I need to include every source I consulted in
my Chicago style bibliography, even if I didn't
directly cite it?
A: Generally, a Chicago style bibliography lists only the sources that you
have cited in your notes or within the text of your paper. A separate list,
sometimes called a "Works Consulted" or "Bibliography," might include sources
you reviewed but did not directly cite, though this is less common for
standard research papers. Always check your instructor's or publisher's
guidelines.



Q: How do I cite a source with no author in a
Chicago style bibliography?
A: When a source has no author, begin the bibliography entry with the title
of the work. If it's a book, italicize the title. If it's an article or
chapter, put the title in quotation marks. The entry is then alphabetized by
the first significant word of the title, ignoring articles like "A," "An," or
"The."

Q: What does "et al." mean in a Chicago style
bibliography, and when is it used?
A: "Et al." is Latin for "and others." In Chicago style, it is typically used
when citing a work with more than three authors. Instead of listing all
authors' names, you list the first author followed by "et al." This practice
helps to keep the bibliography concise.

Q: Is it necessary to include the access date for
online sources in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: Including the access date for online sources is recommended, especially
for materials that might change over time, such as websites or online
articles that are not part of a scholarly journal with a stable DOI. It helps
readers understand when you accessed the information and provides context if
the source is later updated or removed.

Q: How should I format the publisher's location in a
Chicago style bibliography entry for a book?
A: For books, you should include the city of publication. If a book has
multiple publication cities listed, choose the first one. If the publisher
has offices in multiple countries, choose the location in the United States.
For publishers based outside North America, use the city most likely to be
recognized by your readers.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a chapter from an
edited book in Chicago style?
A: To cite a chapter from an edited book, start with the author of the
chapter, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks. Then, use "In"
followed by the title of the edited book (italicized), and information about
the editor(s) (First Name Last Name, ed. or eds.). Finally, include the page
numbers of the chapter, the place of publication, publisher, and year.
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