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Mastering Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Dissertations

chicago style bibliography examples for dissertations are essential for any academic pursuing doctoral-level
research. A well-formatted bibliography not only demonstrates attention to detail and academic integrity
but also provides a clear roadmap for your readers to explore your sources. Navigating the intricacies of the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) can be daunting, particularly when dealing with the diverse range of
source materials common in dissertations, from books and journal articles to websites and interviews. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the process, offering clear, actionable examples and explanations
tailored specifically for dissertation writers. We will cover the fundamental principles of Chicago style
citation, explore common source types with detailed examples, and provide tips for ensuring accuracy and
consistency throughout your bibliography. Mastering these elements is crucial for a polished and credible

dissertation.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes and Bibliography System

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: the author-date system and the notes
and bibliography system. For dissertations, the notes and bibliography system is overwhelmingly the
preferred choice. This system uses footnotes or endnotes within the text to cite sources, with a
comprehensive bibliography appearing at the end of the document. The bibliography provides a full
alphabetical listing of all sources cited in the notes, allowing readers to easily locate and verify the original
materials. Understanding the distinction between these two systems is the first step in correctly formatting

your dissertation's reference list.

The notes and bibliography system requires meticulous attention to detail for both the in-text citations
(footnotes or endnotes) and the final bibliography entries. While the notes provide concise identification of
the source, the bibliography offers the complete publication details. This dual approach ensures that your
work is both easily referenced and thoroughly supported by scholarly evidence. It’s a standard widely

adopted in humanities and social sciences disciplines, making it a critical skill for doctoral candidates.

Core Components of a Chicago Style Bibliography Entry

Regardless of the source type, most Chicago style bibliography entries follow a general structure. Adhering
to this structure ensures consistency and clarity for your readers. The key elements typically include the
author(s), title of the work, publication information, and access details if applicable. The order and

punctuation of these elements vary slightly depending on the format of the source.

The fundamental components are designed to provide all necessary information for locating a source. These

include:

Author(s): The name(s) of the author or editor, formatted as Last Name, First Name.

Title: The full title of the work, italicized for books and in quotation marks for articles or chapters.
Publication Information: This can include the city of publication, publisher, and year for books, or the
journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers for articles.

Access Information: For online sources, this includes the URL and the date of access. For physical sources, it

might include edition information or series.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Dissertations: Common
Source Types

Formatting different types of sources correctly is a cornerstone of a strong Chicago style bibliography.

Dissertations often incorporate a wide array of materials, from traditional books and articles to digital



resources and personal communications. Below are detailed examples for common source types encountered

in doctoral research, following the notes and bibliography system.

Books

Books form the backbone of many dissertations. Their citation in a bibliography requires specific formatting

for author(s), title, and publication details.

Single Author Book

A book by a single author is a straightforward entry. Ensure the author's last name appears first, followed
by their first name. The title should be italicized, and the publication information includes the city,

publisher, and year.

Example: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Edited Book

When citing an entire book that has been edited rather than authored by a single individual, you list the

editor(s) in a similar format to authors, preceded by "ed." for a single editor or "eds.” for multiple editors.

Example: Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of

Publication.

Book Chapter

Citing a chapter within a larger edited volume requires you to identify the chapter author, the chapter
title (in quotation marks), the book title (italicized), the editor(s) of the book, and the page range of the
chapter.

Example: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by Editor Last Name,
First Name, Page Range. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

E-book

E-books require additional information regarding their digital format. This usually includes the DOI (Digital
Object Identifier) if available, or the URL and the date of access.



Example: Last Name, First Name. Title of E-book. DOI or URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

Journal Articles

Journal articles are crucial for presenting current research. Their citation includes author, article title,

journal title, volume, issue, year, and page numbers.

Print Journal Article

For articles appearing in a print journal, the entry includes the author, article title (in quotation marks),

journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the full page range.

Example: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Range.

Online Journal Article (with DOI)

When an online journal article has a DOI, this is the preferred identifier. The entry is similar to a print
article but includes the DOI at the end.

Example: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page

Range. https://doi.org/xxxxxxxxX.

Online Journal Article (without DOI, accessed online)

If a journal article is accessed online and lacks a DOI, you will include the journal title, volume, issue, year,

page range, the URL, and the date of access.

Example: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Range. URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

Websites and Online Sources

The internet provides a wealth of information, but citing it accurately in Chicago style requires careful

attention to detail.



Web Page

For a standard web page, include the author or organization responsible, the title of the page (in quotation

marks), the website's name (italicized), and the URL with the date of access.

Example: Author Last Name, First Name or Organization Name. "Title of Web Page." Name of Website.
Publication Date or Last Modified Date. URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

Online Report

Reports published online by organizations or government agencies are cited by listing the authoring

organization, the report title (italicized), and the URL with the date of access.

Example: Organization Name. Title of Report. Publication Date. URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

Other Common Dissertation Sources

Dissertations often draw upon a variety of specialized sources that require unique citation formats.

Dissertation or Thesis

‘When citing another dissertation or thesis, you need to specify its author, title, degree pursued, institution,

and year, along with its availability (e.g., ProQuest or institutional repository).

Example: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss., University Name, Year.
Publication Details (e.g., ProQuest Dissertations and Theses, or URL if institutional).

Conference Paper

A paper presented at a conference should include the author, paper title, conference name, location, date,

and any publication details if it was published in proceedings.

Example: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Paper." Paper presented at the Conference Name, City,
State, Month Day, Year.

Interview

Citing an interview requires information about the interviewee, the interviewer (if relevant), the date,



and the location or medium of the interview.

Example: Interviewee Last Name, First Name. Interview by Interviewer First Name Last Name. Month
Day, Year. Location or medium (e.g., Personal interview, Phone interview, Interview in Transcript

Collection Name).

Government Document

Government documents are cited by the issuing agency or the specific government body, followed by the

document title and publication details.

Example: Government Agency Name. Title of Document. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of

Publication.

Tips for Creating and Maintaining Your Dissertation Bibliography

A well-organized bibliography is a testament to your diligent research and academic rigor. Implementing
consistent practices from the outset will save you considerable time and stress during the dissertation

writing process.

Start Early: Begin compiling your bibliography as soon as you start gathering sources. Don't wait until the
end.

Be Consistent: Adhere strictly to the CMOS guidelines for punctuation, capitalization, and italics. Every
entry should follow the same format for similar source types.

Use Citation Management Software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can automate much of the
formatting process, but always double-check their output against CMOS.

Keep Detailed Records: When you find a source, immediately record all the necessary bibliographic
information.

Review Regularly: Periodically review your bibliography for errors or inconsistencies.

Consult the CMOS: Keep a copy of the Chicago Manual of Style handy. It is the definitive authority on
citation.

Check Your Notes: Ensure that every source listed in your bibliography is also cited in your footnotes or

endnotes, and vice versa.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style Bibliographies

Several common mistakes can detract from the professionalism of your dissertation's bibliography. Being

aware of these pitfalls can help you prevent them.



Inconsistent Formatting: This is perhaps the most frequent error, leading to a disorganized and
unprofessional appearance.

Missing Information: Omitting essential details like publication year, publisher, or page numbers makes
sources difficult to locate.

Incorrect Punctuation: Commas, periods, and colons must be used precisely as specified by CMOS.
Wrong Order of Elements: The sequence of author, title, and publication details is critical.
Misapplication of Italics and Quotation Marks: Books and longer works are italicized, while articles and
shorter works within them are in quotation marks.

Outdated Access Dates for Online Sources: While CMOS emphasizes publication dates, for online-only
sources, the access date is crucial if no publication or modification date is apparent.

Failure to List All Cited Sources: Every footnote or endnote must correspond to an entry in the

bibliography, and vice versa.

FAQ

Q What is the primary difference between the notes and bibliography
system and the author-date system in Chicago style for dissertations?

A: The notes and bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes within the text to cite sources, with a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses in-text citations with the author's last
name and year of publication, and a reference list at the end. For dissertations, the notes and bibliography

system is generally preferred in humanities and social sciences.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found online but do not have a DOI for?

A: For online sources without a DOI, you should include the URL and the date you accessed the material in
your bibliography entry. For example, "URL (accessed Month Day, Year)." This helps readers locate the

information as it may change over time.

Q: Should I italicize the titles of journal articles in my Chicago style
bibliography?

A: No, you should not italicize the titles of journal articles in a Chicago style bibliography. Instead, the titles

of articles are placed in quotation marks. The title of the journal itself, however, should be italicized.

Q What is the correct way to format the author's name in a Chicago style



bibliography?

A: In a Chicago style bibliography, the author's name is typically listed as Last Name, First Name. For
multiple authors, the first author is listed as Last Name, First Name, and subsequent authors are listed as

First Name Last Name.

Q How do I handle citing a source where there is no clear author or
editor?

A: If there is no identifiable author or editor, you begin the citation with the title of the work. For

corporate authors (organizations, government agencies), you list the name of the organization as the author.

Q What is a DOI and why is it important for citing online sources in
Chicago style?

A: DOI stands for Digital Object Identifier. It is a unique, persistent string of characters that identifies an
electronic document, typically a journal article or e-book. When available, it is the preferred way to cite
online sources because it ensures that the reader can locate the exact version of the source, even if the URL

changes.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location for all book types in my
dissertation bibliography?

A: Yes, for most books, you should include the city of publication along with the publisher's name and the
year of publication in your Chicago style bibliography. This helps readers identify the specific edition of the
book.

Q How do I cite a government document in my Chicago style
bibliography?

A: To cite a government document, you generally start with the name of the issuing government agency
or body, followed by the title of the document (often italicized), and then the publication details such as

place of publication, publisher, and year.

Q: Is it necessary to be perfectly consistent with every detail in my



bibliography?

A: Absolute consistency is crucial in a Chicago style bibliography. Minor variations in punctuation,
capitalization, or the order of elements can create confusion and detract from the scholarly credibility of

your dissertation. Following the guidelines meticulously is essential.
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