
chicago style bibliography examples for
an edited collection
chicago style bibliography examples for an edited collection can seem daunting,
especially when navigating the nuances of citing works within a larger compiled volume.
This article provides a comprehensive guide to mastering Chicago style for edited
collections, ensuring your citations are accurate and conform to the widely accepted
Turabian or Chicago Manual of Style guidelines. We will delve into the specific formats for
citing individual chapters, entire edited books, and other relevant components, offering
clear, actionable examples. Understanding these conventions is crucial for academic
integrity and clear communication in scholarly writing. This guide will equip you with the
knowledge to confidently cite various elements of edited collections in your bibliography.
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Understanding the Nuances of Chicago Style for
Edited Collections
When referencing works that appear within an edited collection, Chicago style demands
precise attention to detail. The fundamental difference from citing a standalone book lies
in acknowledging both the individual author of the chapter or essay and the editor(s) of
the collection. This dual attribution is vital for readers to locate the specific piece of work
they are interested in and to understand its context within the broader publication. Failure
to correctly format these citations can lead to confusion and detract from the credibility of
your research.

Chicago style, often referred to as the Turabian style when used for student papers, has
two primary systems: Notes and Bibliography, and Author-Date. This guide will focus on
the Notes and Bibliography system, which is prevalent in the humanities and often
preferred for its detailed approach to source attribution in both footnotes/endnotes and
the final bibliography. Understanding the structure of an edited collection—its editor(s),
contributors, title, publication details, and page numbers—is the first step toward
constructing accurate bibliographic entries.



Citing a Chapter or Essay in an Edited Collection:
The Core Format
This is perhaps the most frequent scenario encountered when dealing with edited
collections. You are citing a specific contribution by one author that is part of a larger
work curated by one or more editors. The general principle is to highlight the author of
the individual piece first, followed by the title of that piece, and then information about the
collection itself.

Key Components for Chapter Citations
To construct a correct citation for a chapter or essay within an edited collection, you will
need several key pieces of information. These include:

The author(s) of the specific chapter or essay.

The title of the chapter or essay, typically enclosed in quotation marks.

The word "in" to indicate that this chapter is part of a larger work.

The title of the edited collection, which should be italicized.

The name(s) of the editor(s), preceded by "edited by."

The page numbers on which the chapter appears within the collection.

Publication information for the collection, including the city of publication, publisher,
and year of publication.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Chapters
Let’s look at some practical examples. When citing a single chapter authored by one
person:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Edited Collection, edited by
Editor First Name Last Name, Page Numbers. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication.

For instance:

Smith, John. "The Evolution of Urban Planning." In Modern Cities: A Comparative Study,
edited by Eleanor Vance, 45-78. New York: Academic Press, 2022.

If there are multiple editors, you list them all. For two editors:

Jones, Sarah. "Digital Narratives in the 21st Century." In The Digital Landscape: New
Forms of Storytelling, edited by David Lee and Maria Garcia, 112-135. London: Cambridge
University Press, 2021.

If the chapter itself has multiple authors, the format follows standard Chicago style for



multi-authored works, but still within the context of the edited collection:

Davis, Robert, and Emily Chen. "AI in Creative Industries." In Future Technologies and
Society, edited by Samuel Green, 201-225. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2023.

Handling Multiple Chapters from the Same Collection
If you cite multiple chapters from the same edited collection, you will repeat the full
citation for the first chapter. For subsequent chapters from the same collection, you can
use a shortened form for the bibliography entry, provided the context is clear. However,
for maximum clarity and to avoid any ambiguity, many scholars opt to repeat the full
citation each time, especially in shorter works. For the purpose of this comprehensive
guide, we will focus on the full, most explicit format.

Citing an Entire Edited Collection
Sometimes, your research might draw upon the collection as a whole, perhaps for its
introductory essay, its overarching theme, or if you are reviewing the collection itself. In
such cases, the focus shifts to the editors and the collection's title.

Key Information for Citing the Whole Collection
When citing the entire edited collection, the primary bibliographic information needed
includes:

The name(s) of the editor(s).

The title of the collection, italicized.

The edition, if applicable (e.g., 2nd ed.).

The place of publication, publisher, and year of publication.

A general indication of the scope, if relevant (though usually not required for a direct
citation of the whole book).

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Entire
Collections
The format for an entire edited collection is as follows:

Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Edited Collection. City of Publication: Publisher,
Year of Publication.

If there are two editors:



Editor Last Name, First Name, and Editor Second Name Last Name, eds. Title of Edited
Collection. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Here are some concrete examples:

Turner, Katherine, ed. Essays on Postmodern Literature. London: Bloomsbury, 2020.

Miller, Samuel, and Anya Sharma, eds. The Global Economy: Challenges and
Opportunities. New York: Oxford University Press, 2023.

If the collection has multiple editions, you should include that information:

Johnson, Robert, ed. Historical Perspectives on Technology. 2nd ed. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2019.

Common Variations and Special Cases in Chicago
Style for Edited Collections
While the basic formats cover most situations, edited collections can present unique
challenges. Understanding these variations ensures accuracy across all your citations.

Works with Prefaces, Introductions, or Forewords
If you are citing a preface, introduction, foreword, or afterword written by someone other
than the main author(s) of the book or the editor(s) of the collection, you will cite it similar
to citing a chapter, but specifying the type of contribution.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Preface/Introduction/Foreword." In Title of Edited
Collection, edited by Editor First Name Last Name, i-xiv. City of Publication: Publisher,
Year of Publication.

Example:

Williams, Eleanor. "A Personal Journey into History." In Collected Essays on the American
Civil War, edited by Thomas Baker, ix-xxii. Boston: Historical Society Press, 2018.

Collections with No Explicit Editor(s)
In rare cases, a collection might be published without a named editor, or the editorial role
is implied rather than explicit. In such instances, you might cite the work by its title,
treating it as a standalone publication, but this is generally less common for academic
works. If the collection is attributed to an organization or a committee, you would list that
entity as the author.

Online Edited Collections
Citing online resources, including online edited collections, requires including stable URLs
and access dates. The format will be similar to the print version, with the addition of
digital access information.



Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Edited Collection, edited by
Editor First Name Last Name. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Accessed
Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

Chen, Li. "Renewable Energy Futures." In Global Sustainability Challenges, edited by
David Kim and Sarah Wong. London: GreenTech Publishing, 2022. Accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.greentechpub.com/sustainability/renewablefutures.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography
Entry for Edited Collections
To reinforce understanding, let's break down the essential components that must be
present in a well-formed Chicago style bibliography entry for an edited collection,
particularly when citing a chapter.

Author of the Chapter: This is the individual who wrote the specific piece you are
referencing.

Title of the Chapter: This should be enclosed in quotation marks.

"In": This preposition signals that the preceding work is part of a larger collection.

Title of the Edited Collection: This should be italicized to distinguish it as the
overarching work.

Editor(s): Clearly state "edited by" followed by the full name(s) of the editor(s).

Page Numbers: Provide the specific page range where the chapter can be found
within the collection.

Publication Information: This includes the city of publication, the publisher's
name, and the year the collection was published.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Bibliography
Entries
Adhering to best practices ensures consistency and professionalism in your bibliography.
These practices extend beyond just the format of individual entries.

Alphabetical Order: All entries in your bibliography must be arranged
alphabetically by the author's last name. If citing the collection by its title (in the rare
case of no editor), alphabetize by the first significant word of the title.

Consistency is Key: Whichever format you adopt (full citation for every chapter, or



shortened for subsequent ones), maintain that consistency throughout your
bibliography.

Accuracy Above All: Double-check every detail – names, titles, page numbers, and
publication data. A single misplaced comma or misspelled name can create an
inaccurate reference.

Use a Style Manual: For complex or unusual cases, always refer to the most
current edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or A Manual for Writers of Research
Papers, Theses, and Dissertations by Kate L. Turabian.

Proofread Meticulously: Before submitting any work, carefully proofread your
bibliography for any errors in formatting or data.

Mastering Chicago style bibliography examples for an edited collection is an essential skill
for any academic writer. By understanding the structure of these publications and
meticulously applying the correct formatting for individual chapters and the collection as a
whole, you can ensure your citations are both accurate and professional. The detailed
examples and best practices provided here serve as a solid foundation for creating
impeccably formatted bibliographies, contributing to the clarity and credibility of your
scholarly endeavors.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference when citing a chapter
in an edited collection versus a standalone book in
Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in acknowledging both the author of the specific chapter
and the editor(s) of the collection. In a standalone book, you primarily cite the author of
the entire work. For an edited collection chapter, you attribute the specific essay to its
author and then list the collection's title and editor(s) to provide context and sourcing.

Q: How do I format the editor's name in a Chicago style
bibliography entry for an edited collection?
A: In Chicago style for a bibliography, the editor's name is typically presented as First
Name Last Name, followed by a comma, and then the abbreviation "ed." for a single editor
or "eds." for multiple editors. For example, "edited by Jane Doe."

Q: If I am citing multiple chapters from the same edited



collection, do I need to repeat the full citation each time
in my bibliography?
A: For clarity and to ensure each entry is self-contained and accurate, it is generally
recommended to repeat the full citation for each chapter from the same collection,
especially in shorter works or when there's any potential for confusion. While shortened
citations are permissible in some contexts, full citations are always safest.

Q: What if the edited collection has no named editor?
How should I cite it?
A: If an edited collection explicitly lacks a named editor, and no organization is credited as
the publisher or compiler, you would typically cite the work by its title, treating it as a
standalone publication. However, this is quite rare for academic edited collections. If an
organization or committee is responsible, list that entity as the author.

Q: How do I cite a preface or introduction written by
someone other than the collection's editor in Chicago
style?
A: You would cite it similarly to a chapter, listing the author of the preface/introduction
first, followed by the title of the preface/introduction in quotation marks, then "In," the
italicized title of the edited collection, the editor(s) information, and the relevant page
numbers of the preface/introduction.

Q: Should the title of the chapter and the title of the
edited collection be formatted differently in Chicago
style?
A: Yes, in Chicago style, the title of the individual chapter or essay within an edited
collection is enclosed in quotation marks, while the title of the entire edited collection is
italicized. This distinction is crucial for clarity.

Q: What is the correct way to indicate page numbers for
a chapter citation in an edited collection?
A: Page numbers are typically presented as a range. You use the page number of the first
page of the chapter followed by a hyphen and then the page number of the last page of the
chapter. For example, "45-78."

Q: How do I cite an edited collection that I accessed



online?
A: When citing an online edited collection or a chapter from one, you will include the same
bibliographic information as a print source, followed by the URL and the date you
accessed the material. For example: Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.example.com/collection.
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