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chicago style bibliography examples for a scholarly article are fundamental
for any academic researcher aiming for clarity, credibility, and adherence to
scholarly conventions. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a
comprehensive framework for documenting sources, ensuring that your readers
can easily locate and verify the information you present. This guide will
delve into the intricacies of crafting a Chicago-style bibliography, covering
various source types and offering practical examples to illuminate the
process. Understanding these examples is crucial for maintaining academic
integrity and presenting a polished, professional scholarly work. We will
explore common formats for books, journal articles, websites, and other
frequently cited materials, equipping you with the knowledge to construct an
accurate and effective bibliography.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Bibliographies

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For most scholarly
articles, particularly in the humanities and social sciences, the Notes-
Bibliography system is prevalent. This system uses footnotes or endnotes to
cite sources within the text, and a bibliography at the end of the work
provides a comprehensive list of all consulted sources, alphabetized by the
author's last name. The bibliography is a critical component of academic
writing, acting as a roadmap for your research and a testament to your
engagement with existing scholarship. It demonstrates thoroughness and allows
readers to explore your sources further. Consistency in applying the chosen
style is paramount for a professional presentation.

The purpose of a bibliography is multifaceted. It acknowledges the
intellectual contributions of others, provides evidence for your claims, and
allows readers to trace your research journey. A well-formatted bibliography



enhances the credibility of your work and upholds ethical research practices.
It is not merely a list of sources but a structured representation of your
academic conversation with the field. Adhering to Chicago style ensures that
your work is understood and respected within academic circles that prefer
this citation method.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography
Entry

Each entry in a Chicago style bibliography, regardless of the source type,
generally follows a predictable structure. The core components aim to provide
enough information for a reader to identify and locate the source. While
specific punctuation and order might vary slightly based on the source,
understanding these fundamental elements is key to constructing accurate
entries. The goal is to present information clearly and systematically,
making the bibliography easy to navigate.

Author Information
The entry begins with the author's name. For a bibliography, the last name is
listed first, followed by a comma, and then the first name and any middle
initials. If there are multiple authors, the first author's name is reversed,
but subsequent authors are listed in normal first-name-last-name order. For
corporate authors or works with no author, specific conventions apply.
Understanding how to handle different authorial situations is crucial for
accurate bibliographical entries. The order and format of author names are
strictly prescribed to ensure uniformity.

Title of the Work
The title of the work being cited is the next essential element. For books,
the title is typically italicized. For articles within a larger work (like
journal articles or chapters in edited books), the title is enclosed in
quotation marks. The capitalization of titles follows standard conventions,
usually title case. The distinction between italicized titles for standalone
works and quoted titles for parts of larger works is a common point of
attention in Chicago style.

Publication Information
This section provides details about where and when the work was published.
For books, this includes the place of publication (city), the publisher's
name, and the year of publication. For journal articles, it includes the
journal title (italicized), volume number, issue number, and the date of



publication. For online sources, it might include the website name and a
publication or last updated date. This information is vital for readers to
locate the original source material. The specific order and inclusion of
elements can differ significantly based on the source type.

Access Information (for online sources)
When citing online resources, it is often necessary to provide information on
how to access the source. This typically includes a URL and, if available, a
date when the source was accessed. The inclusion of the access date is
particularly important for online content, which can change or be removed
without notice. This ensures that the reader can attempt to retrieve the
content as it existed at the time of your research. For scholarly articles,
the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is preferred over a URL when available,
as it provides a persistent link to the article.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Books

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic research, and the Chicago Manual of
Style provides clear guidelines for various book formats. Whether it's a
single-author monograph, an edited volume, or a translated work, the
bibliography entry needs to accurately reflect these details. Precision in
these entries ensures that your readers can identify the specific edition and
publisher you consulted, which is important for historical context and
scholarly verification.

Single-Author Book
For a book written by a single author, the format is generally
straightforward. The author's last name comes first, followed by their first
name, then the italicized title, the place of publication, the publisher, and
finally, the year of publication. This structure allows for quick
identification of the author and the specific work. Pay close attention to
the punctuation, as commas and periods are strategically placed.

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Example:

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020.



Book with Two or More Authors
When a book has multiple authors, the first author's name is listed in
reverse order (last name, first name), while subsequent authors are listed in
their normal order (first name, last name). The titles and publication
details follow the same format as a single-author book. This convention
acknowledges all contributors while maintaining a consistent alphabetical
order for the bibliography.

First Author's Last Name, First Name, and Second Author's First Name
Last Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

Adams, Sarah L., and Michael B. Chen. Urban Development in the Midwest. New
York: Oxford University Press, 2018.

Edited Book
For a book that has been edited rather than authored by a single individual,
the editor(s) are listed in the same format as authors, preceded by the
designation "ed." or "eds." for one or more editors, respectively. The title
of the edited work is then provided, followed by publication details. If you
are citing a specific chapter within an edited book, the chapter title would
also be included, typically in quotation marks.

Editor's Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Edited Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

Davis, Robert J., ed. Perspectives on American Literature. London: Penguin
Books, 2019.

Translated Book
When citing a translated work, it is essential to include both the original
author and the translator. The original author is listed first, followed by
the title and publication information. The translator is then listed, usually
introduced by the word "translated by." This acknowledges the original
intellectual property while also recognizing the work of the translator. Pay
attention to the order and punctuation to maintain clarity.

Original Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Translated by
Translator's First Name Last Name. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year.



Example:

García Márquez, Gabriel. One Hundred Years of Solitude. Translated by Gregory
Rabassa. New York: Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2006.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Journal
Articles

Journal articles are a vital source of current research in many academic
disciplines. Chicago style provides specific formatting rules to accurately
cite these articles, ensuring readers can find the precise issue and pages.
The key elements include author names, article title, journal title, volume
and issue numbers, and publication date.

Article in a Scholarly Journal
For a typical journal article, the author's name is listed first, followed by
the article title in quotation marks. The journal title is then italicized,
followed by the volume number, issue number, and the publication date (often
the month or season if applicable). Page numbers are also included. This
format is standardized to facilitate easy identification of the article.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Journal Title
Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date): Page Numbers.

Example:

Williams, Emily R. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse."
Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (Spring 2021): 112-130.

Article with a DOI
When an article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it is preferred over a
URL for online access. The DOI is a unique alphanumeric string that
identifies the content and provides a persistent link to it. The format is
similar to a regular journal article, but the DOI is appended at the end,
usually as a hyperlink. This ensures reliable access to the source, even if
the journal's website changes.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Journal Title
Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date): Page Numbers.
doi:XX.XXXX/XXXXXXXXXX.

Example:



Chen, Li. "Advancements in Nanotechnology." Applied Physics Letters 102, no.
5 (February 2023): 051101. doi:10.1063/1.4790817.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for
Websites and Online Sources

The proliferation of online resources necessitates clear guidelines for their
citation. Chicago style addresses various online formats, from websites and
blogs to online reports and databases. Accuracy in providing URLs and access
dates is crucial for the verifiability of these often dynamic sources.

Website with Author and Publication Date
When a website has a clearly identifiable author and publication date, the
entry resembles that of a print source, but with the addition of the website
name and the URL. The author's name, article or page title (in quotation
marks), website name (italicized), and publication date are included,
followed by the URL. If an access date is deemed necessary due to the
transient nature of the content, it can be added.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Page." Website Name.
Publication Date. URL.

Example:

Johnson, David. "Understanding Climate Change." Environmental News Network.
October 15, 2022. https://www.environmentalnews.com/climate-change.

Website with Corporate Author or No Date
If a website is attributed to a corporate body rather than an individual
author, the corporate name is used in place of the author's name. If no
specific publication date is available, the entry may include an "accessed"
date. For undated online content, it's important to note its absence to
inform the reader about the stability of the information. The website name
and URL remain essential components.

Corporate Author Name. "Title of Page." Website Name. Accessed Month
Day, Year. URL.

Example:

National Aeronautics and Space Administration. "Mars Exploration Program."
NASA. Accessed December 1, 2023. https://mars.nasa.gov.



Online News Article
Online news articles are cited similarly to journal articles or website
pages, depending on the source. Typically, the author's name (if available),
the article title in quotation marks, the news outlet name (italicized), the
publication date, and the URL are included. The clarity of these elements
ensures the reader can find the specific news report.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Headline of News Article." News Outlet
Name, Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

Miller, Sarah K. "New Study Reveals Economic Trends." The Daily Chronicle,
November 28, 2023. https://www.dailychronicle.com/news/economic-trends.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Other
Common Sources

Beyond books and journal articles, scholarly research often draws upon a
variety of other materials, including dissertations, conference papers,
interviews, and even unpublished manuscripts. Chicago style offers specific
guidelines for these less common, yet equally important, source types.

Dissertation or Thesis
When citing a dissertation or thesis, whether published or unpublished, the
author's name is listed first, followed by the title of the work in quotation
marks. Information about the degree sought (e.g., PhD dissertation, MA
thesis), the university, and the year of completion are then provided. For
published dissertations, a publication identifier might also be included.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD
dissertation (or MA thesis), University Name, Year.

Example:

Garcia, Isabella M. "The Evolution of Urban Planning in Latin America." PhD
dissertation, University of California, Berkeley, 2022.

Conference Paper
For conference papers, the author's name is followed by the title of the
paper in quotation marks. Details about the conference, including its name,



location, and date, are then provided. If the paper is published in
proceedings, that information would also be included. This helps readers
identify the context in which the paper was presented.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Conference Paper." Paper
presented at the Annual Conference of the [Organization Name], [City,
State], [Month Day, Year].

Example:

Thompson, Robert P. "Innovations in Renewable Energy." Paper presented at the
International Energy Forum, Paris, France, June 10-12, 2023.

Interview
When citing an interview, the name of the interviewee is provided, followed
by the descriptor "interview by" and the interviewer's name. The date and
location of the interview are also crucial pieces of information. If the
interview is published or archived, details about its publication or archival
location should be included.

Interviewee's Last Name, First Name. Interview by Interviewer's First
Name Last Name. Month Day, Year. Location of Interview (if applicable).

Example:

Lee, Sophia. Interview by David Chen. July 20, 2023. Chicago, IL.

Unpublished Manuscript
For unpublished manuscripts, the author's name is followed by the title of
the work in quotation marks. A description of the manuscript, such as
"typescript" or "ms. [collection name]," and its location (e.g., name of
archive, university library) are provided. The date of creation or
availability is also important for contextualizing the source.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Manuscript." Type of
Manuscript. Location, Year.

Example:

Walker, Eleanor. "Early Cartography of the American West." Typescript.
California Historical Society Archive, 1945.



Tips for Crafting a Strong Chicago Style
Bibliography

Creating a precise and well-formatted bibliography is as important as the
research itself. A consistently applied and accurate bibliography enhances
the credibility and usability of your scholarly work. Paying attention to the
details outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style will prevent common errors
and ensure your work adheres to academic standards. Remember that the
bibliography is a reflection of your scholarly diligence.

Be Consistent: Whichever version of Chicago style (Notes-Bibliography or
Author-Date) you use, apply it rigorously throughout your bibliography.
Consistency in punctuation, capitalization, and formatting is key.

Alphabetize Correctly: Arrange all entries alphabetically by the
author's last name. If a source has no author, alphabetize it by the
first significant word of the title, ignoring articles like "A," "An,"
and "The."

Proofread Meticulously: Errors in your bibliography can detract from the
professionalism of your article. Proofread each entry carefully for
typos, incorrect punctuation, or missing information.

Use a Citation Management Tool: Software like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can greatly assist in generating and managing bibliographical
entries in various styles, including Chicago. However, always double-
check the generated citations for accuracy.

Consult the Manual: When in doubt, always refer to the latest edition of
The Chicago Manual of Style. It is the definitive guide for all citation
questions and nuances.

A thorough and accurate bibliography is a hallmark of sound academic
practice. By diligently following these guidelines and consulting the Chicago
Manual of Style, you can ensure your scholarly article is presented
professionally and ethically. Your readers will appreciate the clarity and
ease with which they can access and verify your sources, ultimately
strengthening the impact and credibility of your research.

FAQ

Q: What is the fundamental difference between the



Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems in
Chicago style for a bibliography?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes within the text
to cite sources, with a full bibliography listed at the end. The Author-Date
system uses in-text citations that include the author's last name and the
year of publication, with a corresponding reference list at the end. For
scholarly articles, especially in humanities, the Notes-Bibliography system
is more common, and the bibliography serves as the comprehensive list of
sources.

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a book
with an editor and no specific author for the entire
work?
A: When citing an edited book without a single named author for the entire
volume, you begin the entry with the editor's name, followed by "ed." or
"eds." (for editor or editors). Then comes the italicized title of the book,
followed by the place of publication, publisher, and year. For example:
Editor's Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Q: What is the correct way to list multiple authors
in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: For a Chicago style bibliography, the first author's name is inverted
(Last Name, First Name), but all subsequent authors are listed in their
normal order (First Name Last Name). For example: Smith, John A., and Maria
Garcia. The Art of Research. City: Publisher, 2020. If there are more than
two or three authors, Chicago style sometimes allows for listing only the
first author followed by "et al." in the bibliography, but it's best to check
specific guidelines or the manual for that nuance.

Q: How should I cite a website that has no clear
publication date?
A: If a website lacks a publication date, you should indicate this in your
bibliography entry. After the website name and title, you would typically add
an "accessed" date. The format would look something like this: Author's Last
Name, First Name. "Title of Page." Website Name. Accessed Month Day, Year.
URL. For example: Davis, Robert. "Gardening Tips." Green Thumb Blog. Accessed
December 5, 2023. https://www.greenthumbblog.com/gardening.



Q: What is the significance of the DOI in a Chicago
style bibliography entry for a journal article?
A: The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent, unique identifier for
electronic scholarly articles. Including it in your Chicago style
bibliography entry for a journal article is crucial because it provides a
stable and reliable link to the article, regardless of changes to journal
websites or URLs. It significantly aids readers in locating the exact source
material. The format typically appears as: doi:XX.XXXX/XXXXXXXXXX.

Q: If I cite a source in a footnote or endnote, do I
also need to include it in the bibliography?
A: Yes, in the Notes-Bibliography system of Chicago style, any source cited
in a footnote or endnote must also be included in the bibliography. The
bibliography is intended to be a comprehensive list of all sources consulted
and cited in your work, providing a complete overview of the research
materials. Conversely, sources consulted but not cited are generally not
included in the bibliography.

Q: How do I format the title of a journal article
versus the title of the journal itself in a Chicago
style bibliography?
A: In a Chicago style bibliography, the title of the journal article is
enclosed in quotation marks. The title of the journal in which the article
appears is italicized. For example: "The Impact of Technology." Journal of
Modern Science. This distinction is vital for clearly identifying the
specific article within its larger publication.
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