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The Crucial Role of Chicago Style Bibliography
Examples for Dissertations

chicago style bibliography examples dissertation are an indispensable tool for any doctoral
candidate navigating the complexities of academic citation. A meticulously crafted bibliography not
only validates your research but also demonstrates your scholarly rigor and adherence to
established academic conventions. Understanding how to format various source types correctly in
Chicago style is paramount to avoiding plagiarism and ensuring your work is taken seriously by your
committee and future readers. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago
style for dissertations, providing clear examples and explanations for common source materials. We
will explore the fundamental principles of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), the distinction
between notes-bibliography and author-date systems, and detailed formatting for books, journal
articles, websites, and other essential resources.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Dissertations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style in humanities and social
sciences, offering two primary systems for referencing: the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. For dissertations, the choice between these two often depends on departmental
or disciplinary guidelines. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations, with a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system, on the
other hand, uses parenthetical citations within the text, followed by a reference list. Both systems
aim for clarity, consistency, and accuracy in attributing sources.

Key Principles of CMOS

Regardless of the system chosen, several core principles underpin Chicago style. Consistency is
paramount; once you select a format for a particular source type, you must adhere to it throughout
your bibliography. Punctuation, capitalization, and the use of italics or quotation marks are all
subject to specific rules designed to create a clear and readable presentation of your sources.
Attention to detail in capturing elements like author names, titles, publication dates, and page
numbers is crucial for accurate citation.

Choosing Between Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date

While both systems are valid within CMOS, the notes-bibliography system is more prevalent in
history, literature, and the arts, allowing for more explanatory notes alongside citations. The author-
date system is more common in social sciences like sociology and political science, offering a more
concise in-text citation. Always confirm with your dissertation advisor or departmental guidelines
which system is preferred or required for your specific field of study.

The Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Citations and
Bibliographic Entries

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes that
correspond to superscript numbers within the text. Each note provides the full citation details for
the source used. The bibliography, appearing at the end of the dissertation, lists all cited sources in
alphabetical order by author's last name, providing a consolidated reference list.

Formatting Footnotes/Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the
document. The first citation of a source in a note is typically full, while subsequent citations of the
same source can be shortened. The key is to provide enough information for the reader to locate the



original source easily.

Formatting Bibliographic Entries

The bibliographic entry for a source is generally more detailed than a subsequent note but may be
slightly abbreviated compared to the first note. For example, the author's name in the bibliography
is reversed (Last Name, First Name), whereas in the note, it is typically First Name Last Name.

The Author-Date System: In-Text Citations and
Reference List Entries

In the author-date system, in-text citations are brief and enclosed in parentheses, usually containing
the author's last name and the year of publication. Page numbers are often included for direct
quotations. The reference list at the end of the dissertation includes full bibliographic details for
every source cited in the text, arranged alphabetically by author.

Formatting Author-Date In-Text Citations

Parenthetical citations are concise, allowing the flow of the text to remain uninterrupted. For
example: (Smith 2020, 115). If multiple works by the same author in the same year are cited, they
are distinguished by adding letters to the year (e.g., Smith 2020a, 2020b).

Formatting Author-Date Reference List Entries

The reference list entries in the author-date system are similar to those in the bibliography of the
notes-bibliography system, but they are structured to support the parenthetical in-text citations. The
author's last name typically comes first, followed by the publication year.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples: Books

Formatting books correctly is fundamental to any Chicago style bibliography. Whether citing a
monograph, edited volume, or a chapter within an edited book, precision is key.

Single-Authored Book

This is the most common book format. Ensure all publication details are present and correctly
punctuated.



Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 8th ed.
Revised by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2013.

Edited Book

When a book is compiled or edited by someone other than the author of the content, the editor(s) are
credited.

Foucault, Michel. The Archaeology of Knowledge. Edited by Pierre Bourdieu. Translated by
Alan Sheridan. New York: Pantheon Books, 1972.

Chapter in an Edited Book

For citing a specific chapter, you need to include the chapter author, the chapter title, the book
editor(s), the book title, and the page range of the chapter.

Said, Edward W. "Orientalism Reconsidered." In The Edward Said Reader, edited by Moustafa
Bayoumi and Andrew Rubin, 337-352. New York: Vintage Books, 2000.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples: Journal Articles

Academic journal articles are a staple in dissertation research. Accurate formatting is essential to
credit the authors and allow readers to locate the specific article.

Article in a Print Journal

When citing a physical journal, you'll include author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, date,
and page numbers.

Latour, Bruno. "Give Me a Laboratory and I Will Move the World." Knowledge and Society:
Studies in the Sociology of Science Past and Present 1 (1979): 141-154.



Article in an Online Journal (with DOI)

Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are crucial for online articles as they provide a persistent link.

Van Dijck, José, and Thomas Poell. "Understanding Social Media Logic." Media and
Communication 1, no. 1 (2013): 2-11. doi:10.17645/mac.v1i1.11.

Article in an Online Journal (without DOI, accessed online)

If a DOI is not available, provide the journal name, volume, issue, date, page numbers, and the URL
or database name.

Smith, John. "The Evolution of Citation Styles." Journal of Academic Writing 15, no. 2 (2018):
45-62. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.examplejournal.com/article/12345.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples: Websites and
Online Resources

The internet has become a vast repository of information. Citing websites requires careful attention
to details like author, page title, website name, publication date (if available), and the URL.

Web Page with an Author

When a specific author is credited for a web page.

Bourdieu, Pierre. "The University as a Discursive Arena." The Sociological Review, last
modified October 15, 2021. https://www.sociologicalreview.com/bourdieu-university.

Web Page without an Author

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the page.

"The Impact of Digitalization on Research." Academic Research Today, accessed October 26,



2023. https://www.academicresearchtoday.net/digitalization-impact.

Online Report or Document

For formal reports or documents published online.

World Health Organization. Global Health Observatory Data Repository. Geneva: WHO, 2022.
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/topic_221_health-statistics.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples: Other Common
Sources

Dissertations often draw upon a variety of sources beyond books and articles, such as dissertations,
theses, conference proceedings, and interviews.

Dissertation or Thesis

When citing a previously completed dissertation or thesis.

Johnson, Emily R. "The Sociolinguistics of Emerging Dialects." PhD diss., University of
California, Berkeley, 2019.

Conference Paper

For presentations delivered at academic conferences.

Williams, Robert L. "New Methodologies in Data Analysis." Paper presented at the Annual
Conference of the Statistical Association, Chicago, IL, May 10-12, 2021.

Interview



Citing interviews, whether published or unpublished, requires specific details.

Doe, Jane. Personal interview by author. October 20, 2023.

Miller, John. Interview by Sarah Lee. "Perspectives on Modern Art." Transcript provided by
interviewee, November 5, 2022.

Formatting Your Dissertation Bibliography

The presentation of your bibliography or reference list is as important as the accuracy of its
contents. Proper formatting ensures professionalism and readability.

Alphabetical Order

All entries in the bibliography must be arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last name. If a
source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title.

Indentation and Spacing

Typically, the first line of each entry is flush left, and subsequent lines are indented (a hanging
indent). Double-spacing is often preferred within and between entries, though this can vary by
institutional guidelines.

Consistency is Key

Once you establish a format for a particular type of source, maintain it consistently throughout your
bibliography. Inconsistencies can detract from the scholarly appearance of your dissertation.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Bibliographies

Even experienced researchers can make mistakes. Awareness of common errors can help you avoid
them.

Inaccurate Publication Details

Missing or incorrect publication dates, city of publication, or publisher names are frequent errors.



Always double-check these details.

Incorrect Author Formatting

Reversing names, omitting middle initials when required, or inconsistent use of "and" versus "&" can
lead to issues.

Punctuation Errors

Incorrect use of commas, periods, colons, and semicolons can change the meaning or readability of
an entry. For instance, the placement of commas between author names and titles, or after the
publication year, is precise.

Missing Page Numbers for Quotes

When using direct quotations, ensuring the correct page number is cited both in the
note/parenthetical and reflected in the full entry (if applicable) is critical.

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems in
Chicago style for dissertations?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the text. The notes-bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the
text (Author Year, Page). Both systems require a comprehensive bibliography or reference list at the
end of the document.

Q: When should I use the author's full name versus just their last name in a Chicago style
bibliography entry for a book?
A: In the bibliography, for a single-authored book, you always reverse the name, listing the last name
first (e.g., Smith, John). In the notes-bibliography system's footnotes/endnotes, the first citation
typically uses the full name as it appears on the title page (e.g., John Smith), while subsequent
citations can be shortened. In the author-date system, the last name is used in the parenthetical in-
text citation.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if it doesn't have a publication date?
A: If a website lacks a specific publication or copyright date, you should use the access date. In the
bibliography entry, after the URL, you would include "accessed Month Day, Year." For example:
"Title of Web Page." Website Name. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.example.com.

Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important for citing online journal articles in Chicago style?
A: A DOI stands for Digital Object Identifier. It is a persistent, unique identifier for electronic
documents. Including the DOI in your Chicago style bibliography entry for an online journal article is
crucial because it provides a stable and reliable way for readers to locate the article, even if the URL
changes.

Q: How do I format the bibliography for multiple works by the same author in Chicago style?



A: When you have multiple works by the same author, you list them chronologically by publication
date. For the first entry by that author, you use their full name (Last Name, First Name). For
subsequent entries by the same author, you can substitute the author's name with a series of three
hyphens followed by a period (---.) for the first entry, and for the next entry by the same author, you
can use a series of six hyphens followed by a period (------.).

Q: What is the correct way to cite a reprinted book in Chicago style bibliography examples
dissertation?
A: For a reprinted book, you generally cite the original publication information first, followed by the
reprint information. For example: Author. Title. Original publication year. Reprint year. Publisher.

Q: How should I handle citing sources that have no author listed in my Chicago style dissertation
bibliography?
A: If a source has no author, you begin the entry with the title of the work. The title then becomes
the basis for alphabetization in the bibliography. For online sources without an author, you would
start with the title of the page and then include the website name.

Q: Is it acceptable to use abbreviations in my Chicago style bibliography for common terms like
"volume" or "page"?
A: Generally, the Chicago Manual of Style discourages extensive abbreviations in bibliographies.
Terms like "volume" are typically spelled out as "vol." and "page" as "p." for a single page or "pp."
for a range. However, it's always best to consult the latest edition of the CMOS or specific
departmental guidelines for any accepted abbreviations.

Q: How do I ensure my bibliography is correctly formatted with hanging indents in Chicago style?
A: A hanging indent means that the first line of each bibliography entry is flush with the left margin,
and all subsequent lines of that entry are indented. Most word processing software allows you to set
up hanging indents in the paragraph formatting options. You would typically set the indent for the
second and subsequent lines of each paragraph.

Q: What if my dissertation supervisor has specific preferences that differ slightly from the standard
Chicago style?
A: It is absolutely essential to adhere to your dissertation supervisor's or department's specific
guidelines. While the Chicago Manual of Style provides a comprehensive framework, academic
institutions or disciplines may have minor variations or preferences. Always clarify these with your
advisor to ensure compliance.
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