CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED

THe CHicaGo MANUAL ofF STYLE (CMOS) OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-
DATE. FOR THOSE OPTING FOR THE LATTER, MASTERING THE INTRICACIES OF THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED
PAGE IS PARAMOUNT FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND CLARITY. THIS ARTICLE WILL PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO
CONSTRUCTING A CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE WORKS CITED LIST, COVERING ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS, COMMON SOURCE TYPES,
AND BEST PRACTICES FOR ACCURATE AND CONSISTENT REFERENCING. UNDERSTANDING THIS SYSTEM IS CRUCIAL FOR AVOIDING
PLAGIARISM AND ALLOWING READERS TO EASILY LOCATE THE SOURCES YOU'VE CONSULTED, THEREBY ENHANCING THE
CREDIBILITY OF YOUR RESEARCH.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM

THe CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE'S AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS A WIDELY ADOPTED METHOD FOR ACADEMIC AND SCIENTIFIC
WRITING. | T EMPHASIZES BREVITY AND DIRECTNESS IN REFERENCING, PLACING THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF
PUBLICATION WITHIN THE TEXT, TYPICALLY IN PARENTHESES. THIS IN-TEXT CITATION THEN CORRESPONDS TO A MORE DETAILED
ENTRY IN THE W oRrks CITED LIST, WHICH APPEARS AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT. THE PRIMARY GOAL OF THIS SYSTEM IS TO
FACILITATE EASY IDENTIFICATION OF SOURCES WITHOUT INTERRUPTING THE FLOW OF THE NARRATIVE WITH EXTENSIVE
FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES, AS SEEN IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM.

THIS SYSTEM IS PARTICULARLY FAVORED IN FIELDS LIKE SOCIAL SCIENCES, NATURAL SCIENCES, AND SOME HUMANITIES
DISCIPLINES. THE AUTHOR-DATE APPROACH STREAMLINES THE CITATION PROCESS FOR READERS WHO ARE OFTEN MORE
INTERESTED IN THE TIMELINESS AND ORIGIN OF INFORMATION THAN IN EXTENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. A WELL-FORMATTED
CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED LIST IS THE BACKBONE OF THIS SYSTEM, ENSURING THAT EVERY IN-TEXT CITATION
HAS A CORRESPONDING, FULLY DETAILED ENTRY.

Core CoMPONENTS OF A CHICAGO STYLE AUuTHOR-DATE WoRrks CITED
ENTRY

EVERY ENTRY IN A CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE W ORKS CITED LIST FOLLOWS A GENERAL STRUCTURE, ALTHOUGH SPECIFIC
DETAILS VARY BASED ON THE SOURCE TYPE. [HE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE IS TO PROVIDE ENOUGH INFORMATION FOR A READER
TO LOCATE THE ORIGINAL SOURCE WITH EASE. KEY ELEMENTS TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE PUBLICATION DATE,
THE TITLE OF THE WORK, AND PUBLICATION INFORMATION SUCH AS THE PUBLISHER, JOURNAL VOLUME AND ISSUE, OR URL. THe
ORDER AND PUNCTUATION OF THESE ELEMENTS ARE CRITICAL FOR ADHERING TO CHICAGO STYLE CONVENTIONS.

THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS ARE GENERALLY PRESENT:

o AUTHOR(S): LAST NAME, FIRST NAME.

o PusLicaTion DATE: (YEAR).



e TITLE oF WORK: ITALICIZED FOR BOOKS, ARTICLES, OR OTHER STANDALONE \WORKS.

¢ PUBLICATION INFORMATION: DETAILS SUCH AS PUBLISHER, PLACE OF PUBLICATION, JOURNAL NAME, VOLUME, ISSUE,
PAGE NUMBERS, AND/OR URLS.

THE CONSISTENT APPLICATION OF THESE COMPONENTS ACROSS ALL SOURCE TYPES ENSURES A UNIFIED AND PROFESSIONAL
APPEARANCE FOR YOUR CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED PAGE.

CiTING Books IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE

CITING BOOKS IN THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM REQUIRES SPECIFIC FORMATTING FOR AUTHOR NAMES, TITLES, AND
PUBLICATION DETAILS. FOR A SINGLE-AUTHOR BOOK, THE ENTRY TYPICALLY BEGINS WITH THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME,
FOLLOWED BY THEIR FIRST NAME, THEN THE PUBLICATION YEAR IN PARENTHESES, THE ITALICIZED TITLE, AND FINALLY, THE
PUBLISHER AND PLACE OF PUBLICATION. |F THERE ARE MULTIPLE AUTHORS, THE ORDER AND USE OF “AND” OR COMMAS WILL
VARY ACCORDING TO CHICAGO'S GUIDELINES.

HERE'S A GENERAL STRUCTURE FOR A BOOK CITATION:

e LAsT NaME, FIRST NAME. YEAR. TITLE OF Book. PLACE OF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER.

FOR INSTANCE, A BOOK BY JANE DOE PUBLISHED IN 2023 IN CHICAGO BY UNIVERSITY PRESS WOULD BE CITED AS: DOE, JANE.
2023. THe ART oF CITATION. CHICAGO: UNIVERSITY PRESS. W/HEN COMPILING YOUR CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS
CITED LIST, PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO WHETHER THE TITLE IS ITALICIZED AND THE PUNCTUATION SURROUNDING THE
PUBLICATION INFORMATION.

CITING JOURNAL ARTICLES IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE

JOURNAL ARTICLES ARE A COMMON SOURCE IN ACADEMIC RESEARCH, AND THEIR CITATION IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE
REQUIRES SPECIFIC DETAILS ABOUT THE JOURNAL ITSELF. THE ENTRY TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR(S), PUBLICATION YEAR,
THE ARTICLE TITLE (IN QUOTATION MARKS), THE JOURNAL TITLE (ITALICIZED), THE VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBER, AND THE PAGE
RANGE OF THE ARTICLE. IF THE ARTICLE WAS ACCESSED ONLINE, A DOl or URL MAY ALSO BE INCLUDED.

A TYPICAL JOURNAL ARTICLE ENTRY LOOKS LIKE THIS:

e AUTHOR(S). YEAR. “TITLE OF ARTICLE.” TITLE OF JOURNAL VoLUME (ISSUE): PAGE NUMBERS.

FOR EXAMPLE: SMITH, JoHN. 2022. “MoperN CITATION PRACTICES.” JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC WRITING 45 (2): 112-130.
PROPERLY CITING JOURNAL ARTICLES IS VITAL FOR A COMPREHENSIVE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED PAGE,
ENSURING READERS CAN EASILY VERIFY THE SPECIFIC PUBLICATION.

CITING WEBSITES AND ONLINE SOURCES IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE

THE DIGITAL AGE HAS EXPANDED THE TYPES OF SOURCES RESEARCHERS CONSULT, AND CHICAGO STYLE PROVIDES GUIDELINES
FOR CITING WEBSITES AND ONLINE CONTENT. WHEN CITING A \WEBPAGE, YOU'LL TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE AUTHOR OR
ORGANIZATIONAL AUTHOR, THE PUBLICATION DATE (IF AVAILABLE), THE TITLE OF THE PAGE OR ARTICLE, THE WEBSITE'S NAME,



AND THE URL. IT'S ALSO ADVISABLE TO INCLUDE AN ACCESS DATE IF THE CONTENT IS LIKELY TO CHANGE.
AN EXAMPLE OF A WEBSITE CITATION:

e AUTHOR, OR ORGANIZATION NAME. YEAR. “TITLE OF WEBPAGE.” NAME OF WEBSITE. ACCESSED MONTH DAY, YEAR.
URL.

For INSTANCE: “GuUIDE To CITATION STYLES.” 2024. ACADEMIC RESOURCES ONLINE. ACCESSED MARCH 15, 2024.
HTTPS:/ /W W W.ACADEMICRESOURCES.COM/ CITATION-GUIDE. THE INCLUSION OF URLS AND ACCESS DATES IS A CRITICAL
ASPECT OF CITING ONLINE MATERIALS IN YOUR CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED LIST, REFLECTING THE DYNAMIC
NATURE OF WEB CONTENT.

CITING OTHER CoMMON Source TYPES

BEYOND BOOKS AND JOURNAL ARTICLES, A CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED LIST MAY INCLUDE A VARIETY OF
OTHER SOURCES. THESE CAN RANGE FROM BOOK CHAPTERS AND CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS TO FILMS, INTERVIEWS, AND EVEN
SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS. EACH SOURCE TYPE HAS ITS SPECIFIC FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS, BUT THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLE
REMAINS THE SAME: PROVIDE SUFFICIENT INFORMATION FOR RETRIEVAL.
CONSIDER THESE COMMON VARIATIONS:

o Book CHAPTER: AUTHOR OF CHAPTER. YEAR. “TITLE oF CHAPTER.” IN TITLE OF Book, EDITED BY EDITOR NAME(S),

PAGe NUMBERS. PLACE oF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER.

o CONFERENCE PAPER: AUTHOR OF PAPER. YEAR. “TITLE OF PAPER.” PRESENTATION AT CONFERENCE NAME, LOCATION,
DATE.

¢ FiLM: DIRECTOR NAME, DIRECTOR. YEAR. TITLE OF FILM. PRoDUCTION COMPANY.

FAMILIARIZING YOURSELF WITH CHICAGO’'S SPECIFIC GUIDELINES FOR EACH SOURCE TYPE WILL ENSURE ACCURACY AND
COMPLETENESS IN YOUR CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED COMPILATION.

FORMATTING YOUR CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE WoRrks CiTeD PAGE

THE VISUAL PRESENTATION OF YOUR CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED PAGE IS AS IMPORTANT AS THE ACCURACY
OF THE CONTENT. CHICAGO STYLE DICTATES SPECIFIC FORMATTING RULES TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY AND READABILITY. THE
PAGE SHOULD BE TITLED “\W/ ORKS CITED,” CENTERED AT THE TOP. ENTRIES ARE TYPICALLY ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR'S
LAST NAME.

KEY FORMATTING ELEMENTS INCLUDE:

e ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY AUTHOR'S LAST NAME.
® DOUBLE-SPACING THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE LIST, BOTH WITHIN AND BET\WEEN ENTRIES.

® A HANGING INDENT FOR EACH ENTRY, WHERE THE FIRST LINE IS FLUSH WITH THE LEFT MARGIN, AND SUBSEQUENT LINES ARE
INDENTED BY 0.5 INCHES.



e NO BULLET POINTS OR NUMBERING FOR THE ENTRIES THEMSELVES.

ADHERING TO THESE FORMATTING GUIDELINES WILL CREATE A PROFESSIONAL AND EASILY NAVIGABLE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR
DATE WORKS CITED PAGE THAT COMPLEMENTS THE RIGOR OF YOUR RESEARCH.

CoMMON PITFALLS AND How To AvolD THEM

NAVIGATING THE DETAILS OF CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED CAN LEAD TO OCCASIONAL ERRORS. ONE OF THE
MOST FREQUENT MISTAKES IS INCONSISTENCY IN PUNCTUATION OR CAPITALIZATION. FOR EXAMPLE, INCORRECTLY ITALICIZING
ARTICLE TITLES OR OMITTING QUOTATION MARKS AROUND CHAPTER TITLES CAN DETRACT FROM THE PROFESSIONALISM OF THE
LIST. ANOTHER COMMON ISSUE IS THE INCORRECT ORDERING OF ELEMENTS OR THE FAILURE TO ALPHABETIZE ENTRIES CORRECTLY.

To MITIGATE THESE PROBLEMS:

® ALWAYS CONSULT THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OR A REPUTABLE ONLINE GUIDE.
e USE CITATION MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE, BUT ALWAYS DOUBLE-CHECK ITS OUTPUT FOR ACCURACY.

® PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE PUNCTUATION, ESPECIALLY COMMAS, PERIODS, AND COLONS, AS THEY ARE CRUCIAL IN
CHICAGO STYLE.

o \X/HEN IN DOUBT ABOUT A SPECIFIC SOURCE TYPE, LOOK UP AN EXAMPLE IN A RELIABLE STYLE GUIDE.

BY BEING VIGILANT AND SEEKING CLARIFICATION WHEN NEEDED, YOU CAN ENSURE YOUR CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS
CITED PAGE IS BOTH ACCURATE AND COMPLIANT.

THE RoLE oF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE

W/HILE THIS ARTICLE FOCUSES ON THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED PAGE, IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO DISCUSS THIS
SYSTEM WITHOUT MENTIONING ITS COUNTERPART: PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS. THESE BRIEF IN-TEXT CITATIONS ARE ESSENTIAL
FOR DIRECTLY LINKING YOUR TEXT TO YOUR SOURCES. THEY TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF
PUBLICATION. |F A SPECIFIC PAGE IS BEING REFERENCED, THE PAGE NUMBER IS ALSO INCLUDED.

FOR EXAMPLE, A PARENTHETICAL CITATION MIGHT APPEAR AS: (DoE 2023, 45). THIS CONCISE NOTATION ALLOWS READERS
TO QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE ORIGIN OF THE INFORMATION AND THEN REFER TO THE MORE DETAILED ENTRY ON YOUR W orks CITED
PAGE. THE SEAMLESS INTEGRATION OF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS WITH THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED LIST
IS WHAT MAKES THIS SYSTEM SO EFFECTIVE FOR ACADEMIC COMMUNICATION.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHICAGO STYLE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY
AND AUTHOR-DATE?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN HOW SOURCES ARE REFERENCED WITHIN THE TEXT AND IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. THE NOTES-

BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR CITATIONS, WITH A COMPREHENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IN THE TEXT (E.G., (SMITH 2022)) AND A Works CITED LIST
AT THE END, WHICH IS GENERALLY MORE CONCISE THAN A BIBLIOGRAPHY IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM.



Q: Do | NEED TO INCLUDE PAGE NUMBERS IN MY PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS FOR BOOKS
IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE?

A: YES, IF YOU ARE QUOTING DIRECTLY OR PARAPHRASING A SPECIFIC PASSAGE FROM A BOOK, YOU SHOULD INCLUDE THE PAGE
NUMBER IN YOUR PARENTHETICAL CITATION ALONG WITH THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR
exampLE: (Doe 2023, 45).

Q: How SHOULD | FORMAT THE AUTHOR'S NAME IN A CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE
WORKS CITED ENTRY IF THERE ARE MULTIPLE AUTHORS?

A: FOR TWO AUTHORS, LIST BOTH NAMES IN THE CITATION. FOR THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, LIST ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR'S
LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY "ET AL.” (AND OTHERS). THE ORDER AND USE OF “AND” OR COMMAS WILL FOLLOW SPECIFIC
CHICAGO STYLE RULES, SO ALWAYS CONSULT A STYLE GUIDE FOR PRECISE FORMATTING.

QI WHAT IS A HANGING INDENT, AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR MY CHICAGO STYLE
AUTHOR-DATE WORKS CITED PAGE?

A: A HANGING INDENT MEANS THAT THE FIRST LINE OF EACH CITATION IN YOUR W ORkS CITED LIST BEGINS AT THE LEFT MARGIN,
AND ALL SUBSEQUENT LINES OF THAT CITATION ARE INDENTED. THIS FORMATTING MAKES IT EASIER FOR READERS TO SCAN THE
LIST AND LOCATE SPECIFIC ENTRIES BY AUTHOR'S LAST NAME.

QZ Do | NEED TO INCLUDE AN ACCESS DATE FOR ALL ONLINE SOURCES IN MY CHICAGO
STYLE AUTHOR-DATE WORKS CITED LIST?

A: T IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO INCLUDE AN ACCESS DATE FOR ONLINE SOURCES, ESPECIALLY IF THE CONTENT IS LIKELY TO
CHANGE OR BE UPDATED FREQUENTLY (LIKE WEB PAGES, BLOGS, OR \X/IKIS). THIS HELPS READERS UNDERSTAND WHEN YOU
ACCESSED THE INFORMATION. FOR STABLE ONLINE RESOURCES LIKE E-BOOKS OR ARCHIVED ARTICLES, AN ACCESS DATE MAY NOT
BE AS CRITICAL, BUT IT'S GOOD PRACTICE TO INCLUDE IT FOR CONSISTENCY.

QI How Do | ALPHABETIZE ENTRIES IN MY CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE WORKS CITED
LIST IF | HAVE MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR?

A: IF YOU HAVE MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR, YOU ALPHABETIZE THEM BY THE TITLE OF THE WORK, IGNORING ANY
" on

INITIAL ARTICLES LIKE “A,” “AN,” orR “THE.” FOR THE SECOND AND SUBSEQUENT ENTRIES BY THE SAME AUTHOR, YOU CAN
REPLACE THE AUTHOR’'S NAME W/ITH THREE HYPHENS FOLLOWED BY A PERIOD (---.).

Q: WHAT IF A SOURCE |'M CITING DOESN'T HAVE A PUBLICATION DATE?

A: IF A SOURCE LACKS A PUBLICATION DATE, CHICAGO STYLE TYPICALLY USES “N.D.” (NO DATE) IN PLACE OF THE YEAR. FOR
EXAMPLE: DOE, JANE. N.D. TITLE OF Book. PLACE OF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER. THIS IS ESSENTIAL FOR MAINTAINING THE
STRUCTURE OF YOUR CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE WORKS CITED ENTRY.
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