CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE FOR WEBSITES

UNDERSTANDING CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE FOR WEBSITES

CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE FOR WEBSITES IS A CRITICAL ASPECT OF ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING THAT ENSURES
PROPER ATTRIBUTION AND AVOIDS PLAGIARISM. THIS CITATION STYLE, OFTEN USED IN THE SCIENCES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES,
OFFERS A CLEAR AND CONCISE METHOD FOR REFERENCING SOURCES DIRECTLY WITHIN THE TEXT, FOLLOWED BY A COMPREHENSIVE
BIBLIOGRAPHY. NAVIGATING ITS NUANCES, PARTICULARLY FOR DIGITAL CONTENT, CAN SOMETIMES BE CHALLENGING. THIS
ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE INTRICACIES OF IMPLEMENTING THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FOR WEBSITES, COVERING
EVERYTHING FROM IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRIES TO SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR VARIOUS ONLINE
CONTENT TYPES. UNDERSTANDING THESE ELEMENTS IS PARAMOUNT FOR PRODUCING CREDIBLE AND ETHICALLY SOUND RESEARCH.
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WHY Use CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE?

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE (CMOS) OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-
DATE. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS FAVORED IN DISCIPLINES WHERE BREVITY AND DIRECT ACCESS TO SOURCE INFORMATION
ARE PARAMOUNT. |TS PRIMARY ADVANTAGE LIES IN ITS STRAIGHTFORW ARDNESS;, READERS CAN QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE SOURCE
OF INFORMATION WITHIN THE TEXT AND THEN LOCATE THE FULL CITATION IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. THIS SYSTEM IS PARTICULARLY
BENEFICIAL FOR ARTICLES, RESEARCH PAPERS, AND DISSERTATIONS WHERE A CLEAR AND EFFICIENT METHOD OF REFERENCING IS
CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND FACILITATING READER COMPREHENSION.

EMPLOYING THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE STYLE FOR WEBSITES SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSES THE UNIQUE CHALLENGES OF CITING
ONLINE CONTENT. UNLIKE TRADITIONAL PRINT SOURCES, WEBSITES CAN BE MORE FLUID, WITH AUTHORS, DATES, AND EVEN
CONTENT CHANGING OVER TIME. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM PROVIDES A ROBUST FRAMEWORK FOR HANDLING THESE
VARIATIONS, ENSURING THAT READERS CAN ACCURATELY TRACE THE INFORMATION BACK TO ITS ORIGIN, EVEN WITH THE
EPHEMERAL NATURE OF SOME WEB CONTENT. THIS CONSISTENT APPROACH BUILDS CREDIBILITY AND DEMONSTRATES A
COMMITMENT TO SCHOLARLY RIGOR.

IN-TEXT CITATIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE FOR WEBSITES

IN-TEXT CITATIONS ARE THE CORNERSTONE OF THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. THEY PROVIDE IMMEDIATE EVIDENCE OF



\WHERE SPECIFIC INFORMATION, IDEAS, OR QUOTES HAVE BEEN DRAWN FROM WITHIN YOUR OWN TEXT. For WEBSITES, THESE
CITATIONS ARE TYPICALLY PLACED IN PARENTHESES AND APPEAR AT THE END OF A SENTENCE OR CLAUSE, JUST BEFORE THE FINAL
PUNCTUATION MARK. THE FORMAT IS DESIGNED TO BE AS UNOBTRUSIVE AS POSSIBLE WHILE STILL CONVEYING ALL NECESSARY
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION FOR THE SOURCE.

BAsic AUTHOR-DATE CITATION FORMAT

THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL FORMAT FOR AN IN-TEXT CITATION IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE INVOLVES THE AUTHOR'S LAST
NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU ARE CITING INFORMATION FROM A WEBPAGE AUTHORED BY JOHN
SMITH AND PUBLISHED IN 2023, THE IN-TEXT CITATION WOULD APPEAR AS (SMITH 2023).

IF THE AUTHOR'S NAME IS ALREADY MENTIONED IN THE SENTENCE, YOU ONLY NEED TO INCLUDE THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION IN
PARENTHESES. FOR INSTANCE, “ACCORDING TO JOHN SMITH, THE INTERNET HAS TRANSFORMED RESEARCH (2023).” THIS
INTEGRATION OF THE AUTHOR'S NAME INTO THE PROSE CAN OFTEN LEAD TO A MORE FLUID READING EXPERIENCE.

CITING WEeBSITES WITH No AUTHOR

A COMMON CHALLENGE WHEN CITING WEBSITES IS THE ABSENCE OF A CLEARLY IDENTIFIED AUTHOR. IN SUCH CASES, THE CHICAGO
MANUAL OF STYLE DIRECTS USERS TO SUBSTITUTE THE AUTHOR'S NAME WITH THE TITLE OF THE WEBPAGE OR THE NAME OF THE
ORGANIZATION RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENT. IF A SPECIFIC WEBPAGE TITLE IS AVAILABLE, IT IS GENERALLY PREFERRED. FOR
EXAMPLE, IF A PAGE TITLED “UNDERSTANDING SEOQ” ON THE WEBSITEMASTERS.COM SITE HAS NO LISTED AUTHOR, THE
cITATION MIGHT BE ("UNDERSTANDING SEQ” 2023). IF THE ORGANIZATION ITSELF IS CONSIDERED THE AUTHOR AND NO
SPECIFIC PAGE TITLE IS USED AS THE PRIMARY IDENTIFIER, YOU WOULD USE THE ORGANIZATION'S NAME, SUCH AS
(WeesITEMASTERS 2023).

IT’S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT WHEN USING A TITLE IN PLACE OF AN AUTHOR, YOU SHOULD USE QUOTATION MARKS FOR THE
TITLE OF A SHORTER WORK, SUCH AS A WEBPAGE OR AN ARTICLE, AND ITALICS FOR THE TITLE OF A LONGER WORK, SUCH AS A
WEBSITE ITSELF OR A BOOK. THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION FOLLOWS, JUST AS IT WOULD WITH A PERSONAL AUTHOR.

CiTing WessITES WITH No DATE

ANOTHER FREQUENT ISSUE WITH ONLINE RESOURCES IS THE LACK OF A SPECIFIC PUBLICATION DATE. \W/HEN NO DATE IS PROVIDED
ON A WEBPAGE, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE SUGGESTS USING “N.D.” (FOR “NO DATE”) IN PLACE OF THE YEAR. FOR
EXAMPLE, A CITATION FOR A WEBPAGE BY JANE DOE WITH NO PUBLICATION DATE WouLD Bt (DOE N.D.).

IF BOTH THE AUTHOR AND THE DATE ARE MISSING, YOU WOULD USE THE ORGANIZATIONAL AUTHOR (IF AVAILABLE) OR THE
TITLE OF THE WORK FOLLOWED BY “N.D.” FOR INSTANCE, IF A WEBPAGE FROM THE “GLOBAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE” LACKS A
DATE, THE CITATION COULD BE (GLOBAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE N.D.). IF THE WEBPAGE TITLE IS THE MOST PROMINENT IDENTIFIER
AND NO AUTHOR OR DATE IS PRESENT, THE CITATION WOULD RESEMBLE (“RESEARCH TRENDS” N.D.). ALWAYS STRIVE TO FIND
THE MOST SPECIFIC AND INFORMATIVE IDENTIFIER.

CITING MULTIPLE AUTHORS

FOR WORKS WITH TWO OR THREE AUTHORS, YOU LIST ALL AUTHORS' LAST NAMES IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION, SEPARATED BY
“AND.” FOR EXAMPLE, (SMITH AND JoNES 2022). IF THERE ARE FOUR OR MORE AUTHORS, YOU CITE ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR'S
LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR. FOR INSTANCE, (\WILLIAMS ET AL. 202 1).



THE BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY FOR WORKS WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS WILL FOLLOW SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT RULES, BUT THE PRINCIPLE
OF CONCISENESS IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION REMAINS. ENSURING CONSISTENCY BETWEEN YOUR IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND YOUR
BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRIES IS CRUCIAL FOR THE INTEGRITY OF YOUR W ORK.

CITING WoRrks WITH CORPORATE AUTHORS

\W/HEN AN ORGANIZATION, GOVERNMENT AGENCY, OR OTHER CORPORATE BODY IS THE AUTHOR OF A WEBPAGE, ITS NAME IS USED
IN PLACE OF AN INDIVIDUAL AUTHOR'S NAME. THIS APPLIES EVEN IF THE ORGANIZATION IS ALSO THE PUBLISHER. FOR EXAMPLE, IF
THE “NATIONAL HEALTH ORGANIZATION” PUBLISHED A REPORT ON THEIR WEBSITE IN 2024, THE CITATION WOULD BE
(NATIONAL HEALTH OrGANIZATION 2024).

|F THE CORPORATE AUTHOR'S NAME IS LENGTHY, AND IT'S ALSO THE TITLE OF THE WEBSITE, YOU MAY NEED TO ABBREVIATE IT
FOR SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS, PROVIDED YOU DEFINE THE ABBREVIATION IN YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY OR CLEARLY ESTABLISH IT IN THE
TEXT. HO\X/EVER, FOR INITIAL CITATIONS, ALWAYS USE THE FULL NAME AS IT APPEARS ON THE SOURCE.

BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRIES FOR WEBSITES IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE

THe BIBLIOGRAPHY, OR REFERENCE LIST, IS AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF ANY CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE PAPER. | T PROVIDES
READERS WITH COMPLETE INFORMATION ABOUT EVERY SOURCE CITED IN THE TEXT, ALLOWING THEM TO LOCATE AND CONSULT
THESE SOURCES THEMSELVES. FOR WEBSITES, COMPILING ACCURATE AND COMPLETE BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRIES IS VITAL, GIVEN THE
DYNAMIC NATURE OF ONLINE CONTENT.

EssenTiAL CoMPONENTS OF A WEeBSITE CITATION

A STANDARD WEBSITE CITATION IN THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE STYLE TYPICALLY INCLUDES SEVERAL KEY PIECES OF
INFORMATION. THESE ARE DESIGNED TO LEAD THE READER TO THE SPECIFIC ONLINE RESOURCE AS DIRECTLY AS POSSIBLE. | HE
CORE ELEMENTS ARE THE AUTHOR (OR CORPORATE AUTHOR), THE PUBLICATION DATE (OR "N.D.“), THE TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC
PAGE OR ARTICLE, THE NAME OF THE WEBSITE, AND THE URL. THE INCLUSION OF AN ACCESS DATE IS ALSO OFTEN RECOMMENDED,
ESPECIALLY FOR CONTENT THAT MAY BE UPDATED OR REMOVED.

STRUCTURING THE BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY

THE GENERAL STRUCTURE FOR A WEBSITE BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY IN CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE IS AS FOLLOWS: AUTHOR'S LAST
NaMe, FIRsT NaMe (or CorPORATE AUTHOR NAME). YEAR. “TITLE oF WeBPAGE.” NAME OF WEBSITE. ACCESSED MONTH
DAY, Year. URL.

FOR EXAMPLE, A WEBPAGE AUTHORED BY JANE DoE, TITLED “THE FUTURE OF Al,” pUBLISHED IN 2023 oN THE “TECH
INSIGHTS" WEBSITE, WOULD BE LISTED AS: DOE, JANE. 2023. “THe FUTURE oF Al.” TECH INSIGHTS. ACCESSED OCTOBER 20,
2023. HTTPS:/ | WWW . TECHINSIGHTS.COM/FUTURE-OF-Al.

HaNDLING URLSs AND Access DATES

THE UNIFOrRM REsoURCE LocaTor (URL) IS CRUCIAL FOR DIRECTING READERS TO THE EXACT WEBPAGE. |T SHOULD BE
PRESENTED EXACTLY AS IT APPEARS, WITHOUT ANY MODIFICATIONS. DO NOT INCLUDE “HTTP://” or “HTTPS://” IF THE URL IS
PRESENTED AS A HYPERLINK IN DIGITAL DOCUMENTS, THOUGH THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ALLOWS FOR THEIR INCLUSION



FOR CLARITY IN PRINT OR PDF VERSIONS.

THE ACCESS DATE, FORMATTED AS “ACCESSED MONTH DAY, YEAR,” IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT FOR WEBSITES BECAUSE
THEIR CONTENT CAN CHANGE OR DISAPPEAR. INCLUDING THIS DATE INDICATES WHEN THE INFORMATION WAS VIEWED AND DEEMED
ACCURATE, PROVIDING A STABLE REFERENCE POINT EVEN IF THE SOURCE IS LATER ALTERED. FOR INSTANCE, IF YOU ACCESSED THE
INFORMATION ON OCTOBER 26, 2023, THE ENTRY WOULD INCLUDE “Accessep OcToBeR 26, 2023.”

SpeciFic ExaMPLES oF WEeBSITE CITATIONS

LET'S CONSIDER A FEW MORE VARIED EXAMPLES TO ILLUSTRATE COMMON SCENARIOS:

¢ CorPORATE AUTHOR, No SPeCIFIC PAGE TITLE: W ORLD HEALTH OrGANIZATION. 202 3. GLOBAL HEALTH REPORT
2023. Accessep NoveMeer 15, 2023. HTTPS:/ /W WW.WHO.INT/REPORTS/ GLOBAL-HEAL TH-REPORT-2023.

¢ No AUTHOR, No DATE: “UNDERSTANDING CLIMATE CHANGE.” ENVIRONMENT AL NEW'S NETWORK. N.D. ACCESSED
DeceMeer 1, 2023. HTTPS://WW W .ENVIRONMENT ALNEWS.NET / CLIMATE-CHANGE.

® BLoG PosT: JoHNsoN, Mark. 2024. “Tips For BETTER WeBSITE DesIGN.” W e DESIGN BLOG. ACCESSED JANUARY
10, 2024. HTTPS:/ | WW W . WEBDESIGNBLOG.COM/ TIPS-FOR-BET TER-WEBSITE-DESIGN.

o ARTICLE FROM AN ONLINE MAGAZINE: LEE, SARAH. 2022. “THe IMPACT OF SociAL MepIA ON TEENAGERS.”
PsycHoLoGY TobAY. OcToBer 2022. HTTPS:/ [ W\WW.PSYCHOLOGYTODAY.COM/IMPACT-OF-SOCIAL-MEDIA.

CoMMoN CHALLENGES WITH CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE AND WEBSITES

CITING WEBSITES USING THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE STYLE PRESENTS UNIQUE CHALLENGES THAT REQUIRE CAREFUL ATTENTION.
THE DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT IS INHERENTLY MORE FLUID THAN PRINT, MAKING IT DIFFICULT TO PINPOINT EXACT PUBLICATION
DATES, AUTHORIAL CREDITS, AND STABLE CONTENT. OVERCOMING THESE HURDLES IS ESSENTIAL FOR MAINTAINING SCHOLARLY
INTEGRITY.

FINDING AUTHOR AND DATE INFORMATION

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES IS LOCATING THE AUTHOR AND PUBLICATION DATE. MANY WEBSITES, ESPECIALLY
BLOGS OR INFORMATIONAL PAGES, DO NOT PROMINENTLY DISPLAY THIS INFORMATION. IT MIGHT BE BURIED IN AN “ABouT Us”
SECTION, IN A FOOTER, OR IT MIGHT BE MISSING ENTIRELY. IN SUCH CASES, DILIGENT SEARCHING IS REQUIRED. IF NO PERSONAL
AUTHOR IS FOUND, LOOK FOR A CORPORATE AUTHOR (AN ORGANIZATION OR INSTITUTION). IF NO DATE IS PRESENT, USE “ND.
AND BE SURE TO INCLUDE THE ACCESS DATE.

!/

DeALING WITH DYNAMIC CONTENT

\W/EBSITES ARE PRONE TO UPDATES, REVISIONS, AND EVEN COMPLETE REMOVAL. THIS DYNAMIC NATURE MEANS THAT THE
CONTENT A RESEARCHER CONSULTS TODAY MIGHT BE DIFFERENT OR GONE TOMORROW. THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM
ADDRESSES THIS THROUGH THE INCLUSION OF THE ACCESS DATE. I‘IO\X/EVER, FOR PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT OR VOLATILE
SOURCES, IT CAN BE WISE TO SAVE A PDF VERSION OR TAKE SCREENSHOTS TO DOCUMENT THE EXACT CONTENT AT THE TIME
OF ACCESS.



CITING DIFFereNT TYPES OF ONLINE RESOURCES

THE BROAD CATEGORY OF “WEBSITES” ENCOMPASSES A WIDE ARRAY OF ONLINE RESOURCES, EACH WITH ITS OWN CITATION
CONSIDERATIONS. THIS INCLUDES THINGS LIKE:

® |NDIVIDUAL WEBPAGES

® BLOG POSTS

® ARTICLES FROM ONLINE JOURNALS OR MAGAZINES
® VIDEOS OR PODCASTS

® SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

e ONLINE REPORTS OR WHITE PAPERS

\W/HILE THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF AUTHOR-DATE CITATION REMAIN, THE SPECIFIC FORMATTING DETAILS FOR EACH OF THESE MIGHT
VARY SLIGHTLY, REQUIRING CAREFUL CONSULTATION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OR OTHER AUTHORITATIVE STYLE
GUIDES.

THE RoLE oF THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SERVES AS THE COMPREHENSIVE RECORD OF ALL SOURCES CONSULTED AND CITED IN THE BODY OF YOUR
WORK. IN THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, IT IS ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME (OR BY THE
TITLE IF NO AUTHOR IS LISTED). EACH ENTRY PROVIDES FULL PUBLICATION DETAILS, ALLOWING YOUR READER TO EASILY
LOCATE THE ORIGINAL SOURCE. THIS TRANSPARENCY IS FUNDAMENTAL TO ACADEMIC HONESTY AND THE ADVANCEMENT OF
KNOWLEDGE. FOR WEBSITES, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENSURES THAT EVEN WITH THE EPHEMERAL NATURE OF THE INTERNET, A CLEAR
PATH EXISTS BACK TO THE INFORMATION PRESENTED.

BeYoND MERE ATTRIBUTION, A WELL-CONSTRUCTED BIBLIOGRAPHY DEMONSTRATES THE BREADTH AND DEPTH OF YOUR
RESEARCH. |T SHOWCASES THE SCHOLARLY FOUNDATION UPON WHICH YOUR ARGUMENTS ARE BUILT AND ALLOWS YOUR
READERS TO ENGAGE CRITICALLY WITH THE SOURCES YOU HAVE USED. FOR WEBSITES, THIS MEANS PROVIDING ENOUGH DETAIL
SO THAT ANOTHER RESEARCHER COULD FIND THE SAME PAGE, EVEN IF ITS URL OR CONTENT HAS CHANGED SLIGHTLY OVER TIME.

Tips For EFFecTIVE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE CITATION OF
\X/EBSITES

MASTERING THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE STYLE FOR WEBSITES INVOLVES A COMBINATION OF UNDERSTANDING THE RULES AND
DEVELOPING GOOD RESEARCH HABITS. CONSISTENCY IS KEY, ONCE YOU ESTABLISH A METHOD FOR CITING A PARTICULAR TYPE OF
ONLINE SOURCE, STICK TO IT THROUGHOUT YOUR DOCUMENT. ALWAYS PRIORITIZE FINDING THE MOST COMPLETE INFORMATION
AVAILABLE, INCLUDING AUTHOR, DATE, TITLE, AND SOURCE NAME.

UTILIZE ONLINE TOOLS AND STYLE GUIDE RESOURCES AS NEEDED. W/HILE THE PRINCIPLES ARE STRAIGHTFORW ARD, SPECIFIC EDGE
CASES CAN ARISE. HAVING ACCESS TO THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OR REPUTABLE ONLINE GUIDES
CAN BE INVALUABLE. FURTHERMORE, PROOFREAD YOUR CITATIONS CAREFULLY, BOTH IN-TEXT AND IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, TO
CATCH ANY ERRORS IN FORMATTING OR COMPLETENESS. A WELL-CITED PAPER REFLECTS POSITIVELY ON THE AUTHOR'S
ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND COMMITMENT TO ACADEMIC STANDARDS.



FAQ SECTION

Q: \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE AND
NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR WEBSITES?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN HOW SOURCES ARE CITED WITHIN THE TEXT. IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, IN"TEXT
CITATIONS CONSIST OF THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION ENCLOSED IN PARENTHESES (E.G., SMITH
2023) IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES ARE USED FOR CITATIONS, WITH A CORRESPONDING
BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END.

Q: How po | CITE A WEBSITE WHERE THE AUTHOR IS AN ORGANIZATION RATHER THAN
AN INDIVIDUAL?

A: \WHEN AN ORGANIZATION IS THE AUTHOR, USE THE ORGANIZATION'S FULL NAME IN PLACE OF AN INDIVIDUAL AUTHOR'S LAST
NAME. FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE W ORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION PUBLISHED A REPORT IN 2023, THE IN-TEXT CITATION WOULD BE
(\WorLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 2023), AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY WOULD BEGIN WITH ¥/ ORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION.”

Q: WHAT SHOULD | DO IF A WEBSITE HAS NO PUBLICATION DATE?

A: IF A WEBSITE LACKS A PUBLICATION DATE, YOU SHOULD USE “N.D.” (WHICH STANDS FOR “NO DATE”) IN PLACE OF THE YEAR
IN BOTH YOUR IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRIES. FOR EXAMPLE, (DoE N.D.) or (“ArTiCLE TITLE” N.D.).

Q: IS IT ALWAYS NECESSARY TO INCLUDE THE ACCESS DATE FOR WEBSITES CITED IN
CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE?

A: WHILE NOT STRICTLY MANDATORY IN ALL CONTEXTS DEPENDING ON THE SPECIFIC EDITION OF CMOS BEING FOLLOWED OR
INSTITUTIONAL GUIDELINES, INCLUDING THE ACCESS DATE IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR WEBSITES. THIS IS BECAUSE WEB
CONTENT CAN CHANGE OR DISAPPEAR, AND THE ACCESS DATE PROVIDES A SPECIFIC POINT IN TIME WHEN THE INFORMATION WAS
VERIFIED.

Q: How po | CITE A WEBSITE IF IT HAS MULTIPLE AUTHORS?

A: FOR WEBSITES WITH TWO OR THREE AUTHORS, LIST ALL AUTHORS' LAST NAMES IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION SEPARATED BY
“aND" (E.G., SMITH AND JoNES 2022). IF THERE ARE FOUR OR MORE AUTHORS, CITE ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME
FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR (£.G., WILLIAMS ET AL. 202 1). THE BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY WILL LIST AUTHORS
DIFFERENTLY DEPENDING ON THE NUMBER OF AUTHORS.

Q: WHAT FORMAT SHOULD | USe FOR THE URL IN MY BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY?

A: You SHoULD INCLUDE THE FULL URL AS IT APPEARS. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE GENERALLY RECOMMENDS INCLUDING
THE URL WITHOUT ANY PRECEDING TEXT LIKE “RETRIEVED FROM” OR “AVAILABLE AT,” AND WITHOUT HYPERLINKS IN PRINT
DOCUMENTS. FOR DIGITAL DOCUMENTS, THEY CAN BE HYPERLINKED.

Q: SHOULD | ITALICIZE THE TITLE OF A WEBSITE IN MY CITATION?

A: IN CHIcAGO STYLE, THE TITLE OF THE WEBSITE ITSELF (THE OVERARCHING NAME OF THE SITE) IS OFTEN ITALICIZED IN THE
BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY, ESPECIALLY IF IT'S TREATED AS A PUBLICATION TITLE. HO\X/EVER/ THE TITLES OF INDIVIDUAL WEBPAGES
OR ARTICLES WITHIN THE WEBSITE ARE TYPICALLY ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS.



QI How DO | HANDLE CITING SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE?

A: CITING SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS CAN BE COMPLEX. GENERALLY, YOU WOULD INCLUDE THE AUTHOR (USERNAME), THE DATE OF
THE POST, THE CONTENT OF THE POST (OR A DESCRIPTION IF IT'S VERY LONG, OFTEN IN QUOTATION MARKS), THE PLATFORM
NAME, AND THE URL. For exaMpLE: [USERNAME]. [ YEAR]. “CONTENT OF THE POST.” [PLATFORM NAME]. [MONTH DAY, YEAR].
[URL].
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