chicago style author date for
supplemental material

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected authority for academic and
professional writing, offering comprehensive guidelines for citations and
formatting. When it comes to citing supplemental materials, understanding the
nuances of the author-date system is crucial for maintaining academic
integrity and ensuring clarity for your readers. This article delves into the
specifics of employing the Chicago style author-date system for a variety of
supplemental materials, from data sets and code to multimedia and unpublished
works. We will explore how to construct in-text citations and corresponding
reference list entries, ensuring consistency and accuracy. Furthermore, we
will address common challenges and best practices for citing less
conventional sources, providing a detailed guide to navigating these often-
complex citation requirements.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Author-Date
System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems:
notes-bibliography and author-date. This article focuses exclusively on the
author-date system, which is often preferred in the social sciences and
natural sciences due to its conciseness and ease of integration within the
text. In this system, brief parenthetical citations in the text refer readers
to a full entry in a reference list at the end of the work. The author-date
system prioritizes immediate access to source information, allowing readers
to quickly locate the original source without needing to consult extensive
footnotes or endnotes.

The core principle of the author-date system is to provide just enough
information within the in-text citation to uniquely identify the source and
guide the reader to the full bibliographic details in the reference list.
This means the citation typically includes the author's last name and the
year of publication. For sources where an author is not readily apparent,
other identifying information, such as the organization or title, may be
used. Consistency in applying these rules is paramount for a polished and
professional academic work.

In-Text Citations for Supplemental Material

When incorporating supplemental material into your work, the in-text citation
serves as the initial point of reference for your reader. For the Chicago



style author-date system, these citations are generally brief and placed
within the text, usually at the end of a sentence or clause that directly
references the material. The fundamental structure involves the author's last
name and the year of publication, enclosed in parentheses. For instance, if
you are referencing a data set created by Dr. Anya Sharma in 2022, an in-text
citation might appear as (Sharma 2022).

Citing Specific Portions of Supplemental Material

In cases where you are referring to a specific section, page, or data point
within a larger supplemental work, you can include this locator information
within the parenthetical citation. This provides a more precise reference for
your readers, allowing them to pinpoint the exact information you are
discussing. For example, if you are referencing a specific data table within
the aforementioned data set, your citation might look like (Sharma 2022,
table 3). The exact format for these locators will depend on the nature of
the supplemental material. For code, it might be a line number; for a wvideo,
a timestamp.

Handling Works with No Author or Date

Situations frequently arise where supplemental materials may not have a
clearly identifiable author or publication date. In such instances, the
author-date system requires a slight adaptation. If there is no author, the
title of the work (or a shortened version) is used in place of the author's
name, followed by the date. For example, a document titled "Project
Nightingale Report" published in 2023 might be cited as ("Project Nightingale
Report" 2023). If a work lacks both an author and a date, the title and an
approximate date or indication of its timeliness, such as "n.d." (no date),
are used. For instance, ("Project Nightingale Report" n.d.). It is always
best to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the
most current guidance on these edge cases.

Reference List Entries for Supplemental
Material

The reference list, often titled "References" or "Works Cited," is where full
bibliographic details for all cited sources are provided. For supplemental
material, these entries must be meticulously constructed to allow readers to
locate and verify the information. The author-date system requires a
consistent format for each entry, adhering to specific rules for different
types of supplemental materials. The goal is to present all necessary
information clearly and concisely.

Structure of a Reference List Entry

A typical reference list entry in Chicago author-date style begins with the
author's last name and first name, followed by the year of publication in



parentheses. The title of the work is then presented, often in italics for
standalone works or in quotation marks for parts of larger works. Additional
relevant information, such as publisher, location, or URLs, 1is included as
needed. The key is to provide enough detail for a reader to retrieve the
exact source material referenced.

Variations for Different Supplemental Material Types

The specific format for reference list entries will vary significantly
depending on the nature of the supplemental material. For instance, a
reference to a software program will differ from a reference to a research
dataset or a raw data file. It is crucial to identify the category of your
supplemental material and apply the corresponding Chicago style guidelines.
This may involve noting the version number of software, the repository for a
dataset, or the creator and platform for multimedia content.

Citing Digital and Online Supplemental
Materials

The proliferation of digital and online resources has made citing
supplemental materials increasingly common. The Chicago author-date system
provides guidelines for a wide array of these resources, from datasets and
code repositories to online videos and interactive simulations. Accuracy in
providing URLs and access dates is paramount when dealing with online
materials, as these can be dynamic and subject to change.

Datasets and Data Files

When citing datasets, whether they are publicly accessible or privately held,
it is important to provide sufficient information for retrieval. This
typically includes the author or creator of the dataset, the year of
publication or release, the title of the dataset, and its source (e.g., a
repository name or website). For example, a reference might look like:
Sharma, Anya. 2022. Genomic Sequencing Data for Study X. GenBank.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genbank/. In some cases, a DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) is preferred as it provides a persistent link.

Software and Code

Citing software and custom code requires attention to version numbers and
repositories. The author (often an individual or organization), year of
release, title of the software, and its platform or repository should be
included. For code developed by the author or colleagues and not formally
published, specific guidelines apply, often treating it as a personal
communication or unpublished work. A citation for a publicly available
software package might be: R Core Team. 2023. R: A Language and Environment
for Statistical Computing. Vienna, Austria: R Foundation for Statistical
Computing. https://www.R-project.org/.



Multimedia and Audiovisual Materials

Supplemental materials can also include videos, audio recordings, or images.
For these, the creator or director, year of creation, title of the work, and
the platform where it was accessed (e.g., YouTube, Vimeo, institutional
archive) are essential. A timestamp or specific segment may be noted in the
in-text citation if referring to a particular portion. An example citation
for a documentary clip might be: Director, Jane. 2021. "The Evolution of
Urban Farming." YouTube. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxxxxx .

Citing Non-Digital Supplemental Materials

Beyond digital formats, supplemental materials can also exist in analog or
physical forms, such as unpublished manuscripts, lab notebooks, or interview
transcripts. The principles of Chicago style author-date citation remain
consistent: provide enough information for identification and retrieval.

Manuscripts and Unpublished Works

For unpublished manuscripts, dissertations, or theses, the author, year (if
known), title, and a description of its status (e.g., "unpublished
manuscript," "dissertation," "typescript") are crucial. If the work is
available in an archive or repository, this location should also be noted. An
example for an unpublished manuscript might be: Lee, David. 2019. Analysis of
Ancient Pottery Shards. Unpublished manuscript. Private collection of the
author.

Interview Transcripts and Personal Communications

When referencing interview transcripts or personal communications that serve
as supplemental material, the individual interviewed or communicating is
cited as the author. The year of the interview or communication is crucial.
If the transcript is archived or available, its location should be noted. For
personal communications (letters, emails), these are typically cited in-text
only, as they are not retrievable by others. However, if a transcript is part
of a larger published or archived collection, it will have a full reference
list entry. For a transcript in a collection: Smith, John. 2020. Interview
transcript by Emily Carter. "Oral Histories of the Jazz Era," Collection 45B.
University Archives.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Author-Date
Supplemental Material Citations

Adhering to best practices ensures the clarity, credibility, and
professionalism of your work when citing supplemental materials. Consistency
is the cornerstone of any citation style, and the Chicago author-date system



is no exception. Establishing a clear pattern for how you cite similar types
of supplemental material and sticking to it throughout your document is
essential.

e Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the
most up-to-date guidelines. Citation rules can evolve.

e Be as specific as possible in your in-text citations. If a locator
(page, table number, timestamp) exists and is relevant, include it.

e When citing online materials, always include the URL and the date you
accessed the material. This is vital because online content can change
or disappear.

e If a supplemental material has multiple authors, follow the standard
Chicago guidelines for listing them in your reference list.

e For materials where authorship is unclear, prioritize organizational
authors or titles, but ensure the chosen identifier is consistent with
CMOS recommendations.

e Organize your reference list alphabetically by the author's last name
(or the first word of the title if no author is present).

e When possible, use DOIs or persistent identifiers for digital resources,
as they are more reliable than standard URLs.

e If a supplemental material is complex or doesn't fit neatly into
standard categories, consider adding a brief explanatory note in your
text or appendix, while still adhering to the core citation principles.

Maintaining Consistency and Clarity

The overarching goal of any citation system is to facilitate the reader's
access to the original sources. When dealing with supplemental materials,
which can be diverse and sometimes unconventional, maintaining consistency in
your formatting and providing clear, unambiguous references is paramount.
Review your in-text citations against your reference list entries to ensure
they correspond correctly. A well-formatted citation not only lends
credibility to your research but also demonstrates respect for the original
creators of the supplemental materials.

When to Consider an Appendix

For very extensive or complex supplemental materials that might disrupt the
flow of the main text i1if cited inline, consider placing them in an appendix.
Even when material is moved to an appendix, it still requires a proper
citation in the main body of your work and a corresponding entry in your
reference list. The appendix itself should be clearly labeled and organized,
potentially with its own internal referencing system, while always linking
back to the primary citation structure of your document.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the author-
date and notes-bibliography systems in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations in the text (Author
Year) that correspond to a full entry in a reference list. The notes-
bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, with full
bibliographic details provided in a separate bibliography.

Q: How do I cite a dataset as supplemental material
in Chicago author-date style?

A: When citing a dataset, include the author or creator, the year of
publication/release, the title of the dataset (often italicized), and the
source where it can be accessed (e.g., repository name, website, DOI). For
example: Smith, John. 2021. Global Temperature Anomalies Data. National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. https://www.noaa.gov/dataset.

Q: What if the supplemental material I'm citing has
no author listed?

A: If a work lacks an author, you use the title of the work (or a shortened
version) in place of the author's name in both the in-text citation and the

reference list entry, followed by the date. For example: ("Project Wind
Turbine Efficiency Report" 2023) in text, and "Project Wind Turbine
Efficiency Report." 2023. Environmental Protection Agency. in the reference
list.

Q: How do I cite a piece of software as supplemental
material?

A: For software, include the author or developer, the year of release, the
title of the software (often italicized), and the publisher or platform.
Include version numbers if relevant. For example: Adobe Systems. 2022. Adobe
Photoshop (version 23.5). San Jose, CA: Adobe Systems.

Q: Is it necessary to include an access date for
online supplemental materials in Chicago author-date
style?

A: Yes, it is highly recommended, and often necessary, to include the date
you accessed online supplemental materials. This is because web content can
be dynamic and change or disappear. The access date is typically placed after
the URL.



Q: How should I cite a video that is considered
supplemental material?

A: For a video, cite the creator or director, the year of creation, the title
of the video (often italicized), and the platform where it was accessed
(e.g., YouTube, Vimeo). Include the URL. For example: Director, Jane. 2023.
Life Cycle of the Monarch Butterfly. YouTube. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxxxxx.

Q: What is the best way to cite raw data that I
collected myself as supplemental material?

A: If you are citing your own raw data, you can treat it as an unpublished
work. Include your name as the author, the year you compiled or last updated
the data, the title of the dataset, and a description indicating it is your
own compiled data. For example: Your Name. 2024. Experimental Results for
Study Y. Unpublished data.

Q: When referring to a specific part of a
supplemental work, like a table or figure, how do I
do that in the citation?

A: You can add a locator to your parenthetical in-text citation. For example,
if referencing a specific table within a dataset, it might appear as (Smith
2021, table 5). If referencing a specific section of a code file, it could be
(Developer 2022, line 150).
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