
chicago style author date for photograph
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style, and understanding its
nuances is crucial for academic and professional writing. Specifically, mastering the Chicago style
author-date for photograph citations ensures proper attribution and avoids plagiarism. This guide will
delve into the intricacies of citing photographs, whether they are personal images, historical archives,
or online visuals, using the author-date system. We will cover the essential components of a
photograph citation, including authorial information, creation date, title, and source, and explore how
these elements are presented in both notes and bibliographies. Furthermore, this article will address
common challenges and variations encountered when citing photographic materials, providing clear
examples and actionable advice for writers.
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Understanding Chicago Style Author-Date Citations
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: notes and bibliography, and
author-date. The author-date system is often preferred in the sciences and social sciences due to its
conciseness and direct link between the in-text citation and the full bibliographic entry. When dealing
with visual materials like photographs, adapting the author-date principles requires careful attention
to detail. This system emphasizes providing enough information for your reader to locate the original
source with ease, minimizing disruption within the main text while maintaining academic integrity.

The core principle of Chicago style author-date for photographs is to clearly identify the creator, the
date of creation, the title of the work, and the source from which it was accessed. This structured
approach allows for consistent and recognizable citations across a range of academic disciplines.
Whether you are citing a historical photograph found in an archive or a contemporary image
discovered online, the underlying logic of attribution remains the same, focusing on the provenance
and identifiable characteristics of the visual evidence.

Essential Components of a Photograph Citation
A complete Chicago style author-date citation for a photograph, whether in a note or a bibliography,
requires several key pieces of information. These components work together to create a clear and
unambiguous reference point for your readers. Accurate identification of each element is paramount
to successful citation.



Identifying the Creator (Author)
The primary identifier for a photograph is typically the photographer. If the photographer is known,
their name should be listed first, usually in the format Last Name, First Name. In cases where a
specific photographer is not credited, but an organization or institution is responsible for the image's
creation or dissemination, that entity can serve as the authorial credit. It’s important to research and
ascertain the most appropriate entity to attribute the work to, prioritizing individuals when available.

Determining the Date of Creation
The date of creation is a critical element in any citation. For photographs, this usually refers to the
year the photograph was taken. If the exact year is unknown, the closest approximation should be
used, often indicated by "ca." (circa) followed by the estimated year. If even an estimate is
impossible, noting the period or era can be a helpful alternative, though less precise.

Providing the Title of the Photograph
Every photograph should have a descriptive title. If the photograph is formally titled, use that title. If it
is untitled but has a descriptive caption, that caption can function as the title. For personal
photographs or those without any official designation, you may need to create a brief, descriptive title
yourself, enclosed in quotation marks or italicized depending on the context of its use (e.g., within a
larger work).

Specifying the Source and Location
The source details are crucial for helping readers find the photograph. This includes the collection
name, repository, archive, website, or publication where the photograph is housed or was published.
If the photograph is from a physical archive, provide the name of the archive and its location. For
online photographs, include the website name and URL. If the photograph is part of a larger collection
or publication, cite that as well.

Citing Photographs in Notes
In the Chicago author-date system, notes are typically brief, containing just enough information to
point the reader to the full bibliographic entry. For a photograph, the note would generally include the
photographer's last name, a shortened version of the title if applicable, and the year of creation,
along with page or figure numbers if the photograph appears within a publication.

For example, a note might look like this: (Adams 1937). If the photograph is part of a larger work that
is being cited, the note would refer to that work and indicate the specific figure or page number
where the photograph is located. For instance, if Ansel Adams' photograph "Moonrise, Hernandez,
New Mexico" from 1941 is on page 78 of a book, the note would be (Adams 1941, 78).



In-Text Citations for Photographs
When citing a photograph directly within the text using the author-date system, the format is typically
(Author Year). For example, if you are discussing a photograph by Dorothea Lange, you might write:
(Lange 1936). If the photograph is within a publication and you need to refer to its specific location,
you would add the page or figure number: (Lange 1936, fig. 3).

It is important to ensure that the in-text citation directly corresponds to an entry in your reference list
or bibliography. This direct linkage is a hallmark of the author-date system, allowing readers to
quickly cross-reference information. The brevity of the in-text citation also helps maintain the flow of
your prose.

Citing Photographs in the Bibliography
The bibliography provides the complete citation details for all sources referenced in your work. For
photographs, the bibliographic entry will be more detailed than the note, offering all necessary
information for retrieval. The order of elements in the bibliography entry for a photograph in Chicago
style author-date is crucial for clarity.

The standard format begins with the author (photographer), followed by the year of creation, the title
of the photograph, and then the source information. This structured approach ensures that all
essential details are readily available and logically presented, making it easy for readers to locate the
original image.

Structuring the Bibliography Entry
A typical Chicago author-date bibliography entry for a photograph follows this structure:

Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Photograph." In Title of Book or Publication, page number
or figure number. Publisher.

Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Photograph." Collection Name, Repository Name,
Location.

Organization Name. Year. "Title of Photograph." Website Name. URL (accessed Date).

This format allows for flexibility depending on the origin of the photograph. Whether it's from a
published book, a physical archive, or an online platform, the core information remains consistent,
allowing for proper attribution. Pay close attention to punctuation and italicization as prescribed by
the Chicago Manual of Style.



Special Cases and Variations in Photograph Citation
Citing photographs can sometimes present unique challenges, especially when the usual identifying
information is not readily available. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance for these less
straightforward situations, ensuring that even difficult-to-cite materials can be properly
acknowledged.

When a Photographer is Unknown
If the photographer of a historical or anonymous photograph is unknown, the citation should begin
with the title of the photograph. If a date is also unknown, use "n.d." for no date. If an institution or
collection is responsible for the photograph, that can be listed as the authorial entity instead of an
individual name. For example: "Untitled Street Scene." 1920s. Photograph collection, City Historical
Society, Chicago.

Citing Photographs from Online Sources
When citing a photograph found online, include the website name, the URL, and the date you
accessed the material. If an author or creator is listed for the photograph, include that information as
well. For example: Smith, John. 2020. "Sunset over the Lake." Beautiful Views Photography. Accessed
July 25, 2023. https://www.beautifulviews.com/sunset-lake.

The specific formatting for online sources can vary slightly depending on whether the source is a
professional website, a social media platform, or an online archive. Always prioritize clarity and
provide sufficient detail for retrieval.

Citing Personal Photographs
For personal photographs, such as those in a family album or on a personal website, you are
essentially the author. The citation would include your name, the year the photograph was taken, a
description of the photograph, and its location (e.g., "in author’s personal collection"). For example:
Your Name. 2015. "Family Beach Vacation." Personal photograph. In author’s personal collection.

Citing Artwork as a Photograph
If you are citing a photograph of a piece of artwork, you should cite the artwork itself, not necessarily
the photographer who captured the image, unless the photograph is the primary focus. The citation
should include the artist’s name, the title of the artwork, the year of creation, and the medium. The
source where you found the photographic reproduction of the artwork should also be included.

For example: Picasso, Pablo. 1907. Les Demoiselles d'Avignon. Oil on canvas. Museum of Modern Art,
New York. Photograph by photographer’s name, 2022, in Art History Today, 150.



The Importance of Accurate Photograph Citation
Properly citing photographs is fundamental to academic integrity and respectful scholarly practice. It
acknowledges the creative work of others and allows your readers to verify your sources and explore
the visual evidence you present. Adhering to the Chicago style author-date for photograph citations
demonstrates your commitment to meticulous research and clear communication, enhancing the
credibility and authority of your writing.

By following the guidelines outlined in this article, you can confidently cite a wide range of
photographic materials. Remember that consistency is key; always apply the chosen citation style
uniformly throughout your work. If in doubt, consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style or seeking guidance from a librarian or instructor is always recommended to ensure accuracy
and adherence to academic standards.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a
photograph in Chicago style notes versus the bibliography?
A: In Chicago style author-date, notes provide a concise in-text reference (e.g., Author Year) that
points to the full, detailed citation found in the bibliography. The bibliography entry for a photograph
includes all necessary information for the reader to locate the original image, such as the
photographer's full name, the year of creation, the photograph's title, and its source (archive,
website, publication, etc.).

Q: How do I cite a photograph when the photographer's name
is unknown?
A: If the photographer is unknown, begin the citation with the title of the photograph. If a date is also
unavailable, use "n.d." (no date). You can then follow with the year or period of creation if known, and
then the source of the photograph. For instance: "Streetcar on Elm Street." 1930s. Photograph
collection, Local Historical Society, Cityville.

Q: What information is essential for citing an online
photograph in Chicago style author-date?
A: For online photographs, you need to include the creator's name (if available), the year of
publication or upload, the title of the photograph, the name of the website, the full URL, and the date
you accessed the image. For example: Johnson, Emily. 2021. "Golden Gate Bridge at Sunset."
Beautiful Landscapes Online. Accessed August 10, 2023.
https://www.beautifullandscapes.com/ggb-sunset.



Q: Should I italicize or put quotation marks around the title of
a photograph in a Chicago style citation?
A: In Chicago style, the titles of individual works, including photographs, are typically enclosed in
quotation marks. However, if the photograph is considered a standalone artistic work or part of a
larger collection that is being emphasized, italics might be used. When in doubt, always refer to the
specific guidelines for the context in which the photograph is being used within the Chicago Manual of
Style.

Q: How do I cite a photograph of a painting or sculpture?
A: When citing a photograph of an artwork, you primarily cite the artwork itself, not the photograph.
The citation includes the artist's name, the title of the artwork, the year it was created, and the
medium. You then follow this with information about the source where you found the photographic
reproduction, including the photographer if they are significant or explicitly credited, the publication
or website, and the specific location within that source. For example: Van Gogh, Vincent. 1889. The
Starry Night. Oil on canvas. Museum of Modern Art, New York. Photographed by [Photographer's
Name if relevant], 2019, in Art Masterpieces Revealed, 72.

Q: What if a photograph is part of a digital archive or
database?
A: For photographs from digital archives or databases, treat it similarly to citing an online source, but
provide as much information as possible about the database itself. Include the name of the archive or
database, the collection it belongs to, the accession number or identifier if available, the URL of the
specific image or collection page, and the access date. For example: National Archives and Records
Administration. 1944. "Soldiers landing on Omaha Beach." World War II Photos.
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/ww2/photos/omaha-beach.html (accessed September 15,
2023).

Q: Can I use a general description for a photograph if it
doesn't have a formal title?
A: Yes, if a photograph lacks a formal title, you can create a brief, descriptive title yourself. This
descriptive title should be enclosed in quotation marks. For example, if you have an image of a street
scene without a specific name, you might title it: "Busy Market Street Scene." The description should
be concise and accurately reflect the content of the photograph.
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