CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE FOR PARAPHRASING

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS A WIDELY RESPECTED AND METICULOUSLY DETAILED GUIDE FOR ACADEMIC AND
PROFESSIONAL WRITING. MASTERING ITS NUANCES IS CRUCIAL FOR ANY SCHOLAR OR WRITER AIMING FOR CLARITY AND
CREDIBILITY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES DEEPLY INTO THE APPLICATION OF THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM
SPECIFICALLY FOR PARAPHRASING. WE WILL EXPLORE THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF IN-TEXT CITATIONS, THE PROPER
FORMATTING FOR PARAPHRASED MATERIAL, AND COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID. (UNDERSTANDING HOW TO CORRECTLY
ATTRIBUTE BORROWED IDEAS, EVEN WHEN REPHRASED IN YOUR OWN WORDS, IS PARAMOUNT TO ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND
AVOIDING PLAGIARISM. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL EQUIP YOU WITH THE KNOWLEDGE TO CONFIDENTLY INTEGRATE THE
CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM INTO YOUR PARAPHRASING EFFORTS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-DATE. THE
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, AS ITS NAME SUGGESTS, RELIES ON PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS WITHIN THE TEXT THAT INCLUDE THE
AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE PUBLICATION YEAR. THIS SYSTEM IS FAVORED IN CERTAIN DISCIPLINES, PARTICULARLY IN THE
SCIENCES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES, DUE TO ITS CONCISENESS AND DIRECTNESS. IT ALLOWS READERS TO QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE
SOURCE OF INFORMATION WITHOUT NEEDING TO REFER TO EXTENSIVE FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES.

THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE BEHIND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS TO PROVIDE READERS WITH ENOUGH INFORMATION WITHIN
THE TEXT TO LOCATE THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS IN A REFERENCE LIST OR BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END OF THE WORK. THIS
IMMEDIATE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE IN-TEXT CITATION AND THE FULL SOURCE IS VITAL FOR ACADEMIC TRANSPARENCY AND
ALLOWING READERS TO VERIFY OR EXPLORE THE ORIGINAL MATERIAL FURTHER. UUNDERSTANDING THIS FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPT IS
THE FIRST STEP TO EFFECTIVELY USING IT FOR PARAPHRASING.

THe CorE PRINCIPLES OF PARAPHRASING

PARAPHRASING IS A FUNDAMENTAL ACADEMIC SKILL THAT INVOLVES RESTATING SOMEONE ELSE'S IDEAS OR INFORMATION IN
YOUR OWN WORDS. |T IS NOT MERELY A MATTER OF CHANGING A FEW WORDS OR REARRANGING SENTENCES. A TRUE
PARAPHRASE DEMONSTRATES A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT, ALLOWING YOU TO SYNTHESIZE AND PRESENT THE
INFORMATION FROM A NEW PERSPECTIVE OR IN A DIFFERENT CONTEXT. EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASING REQUIRES CAREFUL READING,
COMPREHENSION, AND THE ABILITY TO ARTICULATE COMPLEX IDEAS CLEARLY AND CONCISELY.

THE PRIMARY GOAL OF PARAPHRASING IS TO INTEGRATE SOURCE MATERIAL SMOOTHLY INTO YOUR OWN WRITING WHILE GIVING
CREDIT TO THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR. |T HELPS TO AVOID EXCESSIVE QUOTING, WHICH CAN DISRUPT THE FLOW OF YOUR
NARRATIVE, AND ALLOWS YOU TO MAINTAIN YOUR OWN VOICE AND STYLE THROUGHOUT YOUR ¥ ORK. HO\X/EVER, THE ETHICAL
AND ACADEMIC IMPERATIVE TO CITE REMAINS JUST AS STRONG, IF NOT STRONGER, FOR PARAPHRASED CONTENT AS IT IS FOR
DIRECT QUOTATIONS.



\¥WHY PARAPHRASE?

THERE ARE SEVERAL COMPELLING REASONS TO EMPLOY PARAPHRASING IN YOUR WRITING:

e TO EXPLAIN A COMPLEX IDEA IN SIMPLER TERMS THAT ARE MORE ACCESSIBLE TO YOUR INTENDED AUDIENCE.

® TO INCORPORATE SOURCE MATERIAL INTO YOUR OWN TEXT WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE FLOW WITH LENGTHY
QUOTATIONS.

T O DEMONSTRATE YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND INTERPRETATION OF THE SOURCE MATERIAL.
® TO SYNTHESIZE INFORMATION FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES, HIGHLIGHTING SIMILARITIES OR DIFFERENCES.

® TO MAINTAIN A CONSISTENT WRITING STYLE AND VOICE THROUGHOUT YOUR PAPER.

WHAT CONSTITUTES EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASING?

AN EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASE WILL:

e ACCURATELY CONVEY THE MEANING OF THE ORIGINAL SOURCE.
e USE YOUR OWN WORDS AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE.
® BE SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT FROM THE ORIGINAL WORDING AND STRUCTURE.

e ATTRIBUTE THE ORIGINAL IDEA TO THE SOURCE THROUGH PROPER CITATION.

BE APPROXIMATELY THE SAME LENGTH AS THE ORIGINAL PASSAGE, OR SHORTER IF THE ORIGINAL IS OVERLY VERBOSE.

IMPLEMENTING CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE FOR PARAPHRASING

W/HEN YOU PARAPHRASE MATERIAL USING THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE IN-TEXT CITATION IS CRUCIAL. IT
TYPICALLY FOLLOWS THE PARAPHRASED SENTENCE OR CLAUSE, ENCLOSED IN PARENTHESES. THE STANDARD FORMAT IS THE
AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY A COMMA AND THEN THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU ARE PARAPHRASING
AN IDEA FROM A BOOK BY JANE SMITH PUBLISHED IN 202 1, YOUR CITATION WOULD LOOK LIKE (SMITH 202 1).

THE PLACEMENT OF THE CITATION IS ALSO IMPORTANT. |T SHOULD GENERALLY APPEAR AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE OR CLAUSE
THAT CONTAINS THE PARAPHRASED INFORMATION, BEFORE THE FINAL PUNCTUATION MARK. THIS ENSURES THAT THE READER
IMMEDIATELY ASSOCIATES THE IDEA WITH ITS SOURCE. IF THE AUTHOR'S NAME IS ALREADY MENTIONED IN THE SENTENCE, YOU
MAY ONLY NEED TO INCLUDE THE YEAR IN PARENTHESES, SUCH AS: AS SMITH (202 1) ARGUED, THE IMPLICATIONS ARE FAR-
REACHING.

BAsic AUTHOR-DATE CITATION FOR PARAPHRASED CONTENT

THE MOST COMMON FORMAT FOR PARAPHRASING IN CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE IS THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION. THIS PROVIDES A
DIRECT LINK TO THE SOURCE THAT THE READER CAN THEN FIND IN YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY. THE KEY IS TO ENSURE THAT THE



INFORMATION PRESENTED IS TRULY YOUR OWN REPHRASING AND NOT JUST A SUPERFICIAL ALTERATION OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT.

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLE:

ORIGINAL TEXT: “THE RAPID ADVANCEMENT OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE HAS PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FUTURE OF
WORK, NECESSITATING A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO RETRAINING AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT.”

PARAPHRASED TEXT: THE ONGOING EVOLUTION OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTS HOW JOBS WILL FUNCTION
IN THE FUTURE, REQUIRING PROMPT INITIATIVES FOR EMPLOYEE RESKILLING AND UPSKILLING (CHEN 2023)

CITING SPecIFic PAGES OrR RANGES

W/HILE THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM PRIMARILY USES THE YEAR FOR IDENTIFICATION, FOR PARAPHRASED CONTENT THAT IS
DERIVED FROM A VERY SPECIFIC PART OF A SOURCE, IT IS OFTEN GOOD PRACTICE TO INCLUDE THE PAGE NUMBER AS WELL. THis
IS ESPECIALLY HELPFUL WHEN THE SOURCE IS LENGTHY OR WHEN YOU ARE REFERENCING A PARTICULARLY NUANCED POINT. THE
FORMAT TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, THE YEAR, AND THEN THE PAGE NUMBER, SEPARATED BY COMMAS.

THE FORMAT FOR INCLUDING PAGE NUMBERS WITH PARAPHRASED MATERIAL IS (AUTHOR LAST NAME YEAR, PAGE NUMBER). FOR
EXAMPLE, IF THE IDEA YOU PARAPHRASED FROM CHEN'S 2023 WORK CAME FROM PAGE 45, THE CITATION wouLD Bt (CHEN
2023, 45). IF YOU ARE REFERENCING A RANGE OF PAGES, YOU WOULD USE A HYPHEN: (CHEN 2023, 45-47).

WHAT CONSTITUTES A PROPER PARAPHRASE IN CHICAGO STYLE

A PROPER PARAPHRASE, WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE, IS ONE THAT FUNDAMENTALLY
RESTRUCTURES THE ORIGINAL IDEA WHILE ACCURATELY REFLECTING ITS MEANING. |T REQUIRES MORE THAN JUST SUBSTITUTING
SYNONYMS OR CHANGING THE ORDER OF WORDS. YOU MUST DEMONSTRATE THAT YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD THE SOURCE
MATERIAL WELL ENOUGH TO ARTICULATE IT IN YOUR OWN UNIQUE VOICE AND SENTENCE CONSTRUCTION.

THE CRUCIAL ELEMENT IS INTELLECTUAL INTEGRITY. EVEN WHEN REPHRASED, THE CORE IDEA OR ARGUMENT REMAINS THE
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OF THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR. THEREFORE, METICULOUS CITATION IS NOT OPTIONAL; IT IS A REQUIREMENT
OF ETHICAL SCHOLARSHIP. FAILURE TO CITE, EVEN WHEN PARAPHRASING, IS CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM.

DISTINGUISHING PARAPHRASING FROM SUMMARIZING

W/HILE BOTH PARAPHRASING AND SUMMARIZING INVOLVE REPHRASING SOURCE MATERIAL, THEY DIFFER IN SCOPE AND PURPOSE. A
PARAPHRASE RESTATES A SPECIFIC PORTION OF A SOURCE, SUCH AS A SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH, OR A FEW PAGES, IN YOUR OWN
\WORDS WHILE MAINTAINING THE ORIGINAL MEANING AND LEVEL OF DETAIL. A SUMMARY , ON THE OTHER HAND, CONDENSES THE
MAIN IDEAS OF AN ENTIRE WORK OR A SUBSTANTIAL SECTION OF IT INTO A MUCH SHORTER STATEMENT.

W/ HEN PARAPHRASING, YOU ARE FOCUSING ON A LOCALIZED IDEA. For EXAMPLE, YOU MIGHT PARAPHRASE A SPECIFIC ARGUMENT
MADE BY AN AUTHOR ABOUT A PARTICULAR PHENOMENON. \¥/HEN SUMMARIZING, YOU WOULD BE CAPTURING THE OVERARCHING
THESIS OR KEY FINDINGS OF THAT SAME AUTHOR'S ENTIRE BOOK OR CHAPTER. BOTH REQUIRE CITATION IN THE CHICAGO
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM.

EsseNTIAL ELEMENTS oF AN AUTHOR-DATE CITATION

For CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE PARAPHRASING, EVERY IN"TEXT CITATION MUST CONTAIN SPECIFIC PIECES OF INFORMATION
TO BE EFFECTIVE. THESE ELEMENTS WORK IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE BIBLIOGRAPHY TO GUIDE YOUR READER. W/ ITHOUT THESE
COMPONENTS, YOUR CITATIONS WILL BE INCOMPLETE AND YOUR WORK MAY BE FLAGGED FOR INSUFFICIENT ATTRIBUTION.



THE TWO PRIMARY COMPONENTS OF AN AUTHOR-DATE IN-TEXT CITATION ARE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF
PUBLICATION. THESE ARE THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR IDENTIFYING THE SOURCE OF THE PARAPHRASED MATERIAL. WHEN AN
AUTHOR HAS MULTIPLE WORKS PUBLISHED IN THE SAME YEAR, FURTHER DISAMBIGUATION USING LOWERCASE LETTERS AFTER THE
YEAR BECOMES NECESSARY, BUT FOR MOST STANDARD PARAPHRASING, AUTHOR AND YEAR SUFFICE.

AUTHOR's LAST NAME

THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME IS THE PRIMARY IDENTIFIER OF THE SOURCE IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. |T IS CRUCIAL TO GET
THIS NAME EXACTLY RIGHT. |F THE WORK HAS MULTIPLE AUTHORS, CHICAGO STYLE HAS SPECIFIC RULES FOR CITING THEM,
WHICH WE WILL COVER LATER. FOR A SINGLE AUTHOR, THEIR LAST NAME IS USED CONSISTENTLY IN ALL IN"TEXT CITATIONS.

YEAR OF PUBLICATION

THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION IS THE SECOND CRITICAL PIECE OF INFORMATION. |T HELPS READERS DISTINGUISH BET\WEEN DIFFERENT
EDITIONS OF THE SAME WORK AND PROVIDES CONTEXT FOR THE INFORMATION BEING PRESENTED. FOR EXAMPLE, CITING A 2023
PUBLICATION IMPLIES MORE CURRENT RESEARCH OR DATA THAN CITING A 1995 PUBLICATION ON THE SAME TOPIC.

CITING MULTIPLE AUTHORS AND W ORKS

HANDLING SOURCES WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS OR WHEN AN AUTHOR HAS PUBLISHED SEVERAL WORKS IN THE SAME YEAR
REQUIRES ADHERENCE TO SPECIFIC CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES. THESE RULES ENSURE CLARITY AND PRECISION IN YOUR
CITATIONS, PREVENTING CONFUSION FOR YOUR READERS. PROPER CITATION OF MULTIPLE AUTHORS IS ESSENTIAL FOR
ACCURATELY REPRESENTING THE SOURCE OF YOUR PARAPHRASED IDEAS.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM HAS ESTABLISHED CONVENTIONS FOR WHEN A SINGLE AUTHOR HAS MULTIPLE PUBLICATIONS IN THE
SAME YEAR, AND ALSO FOR WORKS WITH TWO OR THREE AUTHORS, OR MORE. ADHERING TO THESE WILL KEEP YOUR IN-TEXT
CITATIONS ACCURATE AND CONSISTENT.

\¥/ ORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR IN THE SAME YEAR

IF AN AUTHOR HAS PUBLISHED TWO OR MORE WORKS IN THE SAME YEAR THAT YOU ARE CITING, YOU WILL NEED TO DISTINGUISH
THEM BY ADDING LOWERCASE LETTERS (A, B, C, ETC.) IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE YEAR IN BOTH THE IN-TEXT CITATION AND THE
CORRESPONDING ENTRY IN YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY. THE ASSIGNMENT OF THESE LETTERS IS BASED ON THE ALPHABETICAL ORDER OF
THE TITLES IN YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF AN AUTHOR PUBLISHED “ THE FUTURE oF Al” IN 2022 AnD “Al ETHICS” IN 2022, AND THESE ARE THE FIRST
TWO ENTRIES BY THAT AUTHOR IN THE SAME YEAR IN YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY, THE CITATIONS WOULD APPEAR AS (JOHNSON
2022A) anp (Jornson 20228).

¥ orks BY Two oR THREE AUTHORS

FOR WORKS WITH TWO OR THREE AUTHORS, CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRES YOU TO LIST ALL AUTHORS' LAST NAMES IN THE IN-
TEXT CITATION, CONNECTED BY “AND.” FOR EXAMPLE, A WORK BY EMILY CARTER, DAVID LEE, AND MARIA GARCIA PUBLISHED IN
2020 wouLp gt cITep AS (CARTER, Leg, AND Garcla 2020).



[T IS IMPORTANT TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE “AND” USAGE, WHETHER IT'S THE SERIAL COMMA BEFORE THE FINAL AUTHOR OR
NOT, AS PER YOUR OVERALL STYLE GUIDE PREFERENCE OR THE SPECIFIC JOURNAL REQUIREMENTS. HO\X/EVERI THE INCLUSION OF
ALL THREE NAMES IS STANDARD FOR UP TO THREE AUTHORS.

\¥ orks BY More THAN THREE AUTHORS

\WHEN A WORK HAS MORE THAN THREE AUTHORS, CHICAGO STYLE SIMPLIFIES THE IN-TEXT CITATION. YOU WILL LIST ONLY THE
FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” (AN ABBREVIATION FOR THE LATIN PHRASE MEANING “AND OTHERS”), AND
THEN THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. THIS CONVENTION HELPS TO KEEP IN-TEXT CITATIONS CONCISE WHEN DEALING WITH EXTENSIVE
AUTHORSHIP LISTS.

FOR INSTANCE, IF A BOOK HAS FOUR OR MORE AUTHORS, AND THE FIRST AUTHOR IS KNOWN AS ROBERT W/ILLIAMS, AND THE
BOOK WAS PUBLISHED IN 202 1, THE IN-TEXT CITATION FOR PARAPHRASED MATERIAL WouULD BE (W/ILLIAMS ET AL. 2021).

DIrecT QUOTES VS. PARAPHRASES IN CHICAGO STYLE

W/HILE BOTH DIRECT QUOTES AND PARAPHRASES REQUIRE IN-TEXT CITATIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE, THEIR PRESENTATION AND
PURPOSE DIFFER. DIRECT QUOTES USE THE AUTHOR'S EXACT WORDING, ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS, AND ALMOST ALWAYS
REQUIRE A PAGE NUMBER. PARAPHRASES, CONVERSELY, REPHRASE IDEAS IN YOUR OWN \WORDS AND, WHILE OFTEN INCLUDING A
PAGE NUMBER FOR SPECIFICITY, PRIMARILY RELY ON THE AUTHOR-DATE FORMAT FOR IDENTIFICATION.

UNDERSTANDING WHEN TO QUOTE AND WHEN TO PARAPHRASE IS A KEY WRITING SKILL. QUOTES ARE BEST USED FOR IMPACTFUL
STATEMENTS, SPECIFIC DEFINITIONS, OR WHEN THE ORIGINAL WORDING IS PARTICULARLY NOTEWORTHY. PARAPHRASES ARE
IDEAL FOR INTEGRATING CONCEPTS, ARGUMENTS, OR DATA INTO YOUR OWN NARRATIVE VOICE, DEMONSTRATING YOUR
COMPREHENSION AND SYNTHESIS.

FORMATTING DIReCT QUOTES

\W/HEN USING A DIRECT QUOTE, YOU MUST ENCLOSE THE EXACT WORDING IN QUOTATION MARKS. FOR SHORT QUOTATIONS
(GENERALLY UNDER FIVE LINES OF TEXT), YOU CAN INCORPORATE THEM DIRECTLY INTO YOUR SENTENCE. FOR LONGER
QUOTATIONS, CHICAGO STYLE TYPICALLY USES BLOCK QUOTES, WHICH ARE INDENTED FROM THE LEFT MARGIN AND DO NOT USE
QUOTATION MARKS.

CRUCIALLY, DIRECT QUOTATIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE NEARLY ALWAYS REQUIRE A PAGE NUMBER. SO, A DIRECT QUOTE WOULD
8E CITED AS (AUTHOR LAST NAME YEAR, PAGE NUMBER). FOR EXAMPLE: “ THE ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF Al ARE PARAMOUNT”
(SmiTH 2021, 78).

W/HEN To CHoOSE PARAPHRASING OVER QUOTING

PARAPHRASING IS OFTEN THE PREFERRED METHOD WHEN YOU WANT TO:

® INTEGRATE INFORMATION SMOOTHLY INTO YOUR OWN PROSE.
e AVOID CLUTTERING YOUR TEXT WITH TOO MANY QUOTATIONS.

® SHOW YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE SOURCE MATERIAL BY EXPLAINING IT IN YOUR OWN TERMS.



o CONDENSE INFORMATION FROM A LONGER PASSAGE WHILE RETAINING ITS CORE MEANING.

® SYNTHESIZE IDEAS FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES INTO A COHESIVE ARGUMENT.

THE GOAL IS TO PRESENT THE AUTHOR'S IDEA AS IF IT WERE YOUR OWN ANALYSIS, BUT WITH A CLEAR ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF
ITS ORIGIN.

CoMMoN MisTAkes To Avolb WHEN PARAPHRASING WITH CHICAGO STYLE

W/RITERS NEW TO THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, OR TO ACADEMIC WRITING IN GENERAL, OFTEN MAKE COMMON ERRORS
WHEN PARAPHRASING. BEING AW ARE OF THESE PITFALLS CAN HELP YOU MAINTAIN ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND PRODUCE POLISHED,
CREDIBLE WORK. THESE MISTAKES TYPICALLY REVOLVE AROUND IMPROPER CITATION, INSUFFICIENT REPHRASING, OR
MISUNDERSTANDING THE SCOPE OF WHAT NEEDS TO BE CITED.

THE MOST FREQUENT ERRORS INVOLVE PRESENTING PARAPHRASED MATERIAL WITHOUT ANY CITATION, OR MAKING ONLY MINOR
WORD CHANGES AND ASSUMING IT'S A SUFFICIENT PARAPHRASE. CORRECTLY APPLYING CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE FOR
PARAPHRASING REQUIRES DILIGENCE AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL.

INSUFFICIENT REPHRASING

A COMMON MISTAKE IS CHANGING ONLY A FEW WORDS OF THE ORIGINAL SENTENCE OR REORDERING THE CLAUSES WITHOUT
SIGNIFICANTLY ALTERING THE SENTENCE STRUCTURE. THIS IS OFTEN REFERRED TO AS MOSAIC PLAGIARISM. WHILE YOU MIGHT
THINK YOU'VE PUT IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS, IF THE STRUCTURE AND VOCABULARY ARE TOO CLOSE TO THE ORIGINAL, IT's NOT
A PROPER PARAPHRASE AND STILL REQUIRES CITATION, AND MAY STILL BE CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM.

ForGeTTING TO CITE

THE MOST CRITICAL ERROR IS FAILING TO CITE ANY SOURCE, WHETHER IT IS A DIRECT QUOTE OR A PARAPHRASE. ANY IDEA,
FACT, THEORY, OR DATA THAT IS NOT YOUR OWN ORIGINAL THOUGHT MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO ITS SOURCE. THIS APPLIES TO
ALL FORMS OF ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING, AND THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM PROVIDES A CLEAR MECHANISM
FOR DOING SO.

INCORRECT PLACEMENT OF CITATIONS

ANOTHER COMMON MISTAKE IS PLACING THE CITATION INCORRECTLY. |T SHOULD TYPICALLY APPEAR AT THE END OF THE
SENTENCE OR CLAUSE CONTAINING THE PARAPHRASED MATERIAL, BEFORE THE FINAL PUNCTUATION. PLACING IT TOO EARLY OR
TOO LATE CAN CREATE AMBIGUITY ABOUT WHAT INFORMATION IS BEING ATTRIBUTED TO THE SOURCE.

ADVANCED SCENARIOS IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE PARAPHRASING

BEYOND THE BASIC PRINCIPLES, CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE HANDLING OF PARAPHRASING CAN INVOLVE MORE COMPLEX
SITUATIONS. THESE MIGHT INCLUDE CITING ELECTRONIC SOURCES WITHOUT PAGE NUMBERS, REFERRING TO WORKS WITH NO
AUTHOR, OR MANAGING MULTIPLE SOURCES WITHIN A SINGLE SENTENCE. (UNDERSTANDING HOW TO NAVIGATE THESE SCENARIOS
ENSURES COMPREHENSIVE AND ACCURATE ATTRIBUTION.



THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS DESIGNED TO BE FLEXIBLE, BUT IT REQUIRES CAREFUL APPLICATION IN LESS STRAIGHTFORW ARD
CASES TO MAINTAIN CLARITY AND SCHOLARLY RIGOR. MASTERING THESE ADVANCED TECHNIQUES WILL ENHANCE YOUR ABILITY
TO CITE CORRECTLY UNDER VARIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES.

CITING ELECTRONIC SOURCES

CITING ELECTRONIC SOURCES, PARTICULARLY THOSE WITHOUT FIXED PAGE NUMBERS (LIKE MANY WEB PAGES OR ONLINE
ARTICLES), CAN PRESENT A CHALLENGE. IN SUCH CASES, CHICAGO STYLE OFTEN RELIES ON THE AUTHOR'S NAME AND YEAR,
SIMILAR TO PRINT SOURCES. IF AN ELECTRONIC SOURCE HAS NUMBERED PARAGRAPHS, YOU CAN CITE THE PARAGRAPH NUMBER
INSTEAD OF A PAGE NUMBER, USING “PAR.” FOR INSTANCE: (JoHNSON 2022, PAR. 5).

|F THERE ARE NO PAGE NUMBERS OR PARAGRAPH NUMBERS, YOU MAY OMIT THEM, RELYING SOLELY ON THE AUTHOR AND YEAR,
ASSUMING YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY PROVIDES SUFFICIENT DETAIL FOR THE READER TO LOCATE THE ONLINE SOURCE. ALWAYS REFER
TO THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE GUIDANCE ON DIGITAL SOURCE
CITATION.

¥/ orks wITH No AUTHOR

W/HEN A WORK LACKS A NAMED AUTHOR, CHICAGO STYLE DICTATES THAT YOU USE THE TITLE OF THE WORK IN PLACE OF THE
AUTHOR'S NAME IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION. |F THE TITLE IS LONG, YOU CAN USE A SHORTENED VERSION. THE ENTIRE TITLE OF A
STANDALONE \WORK (LIKE A BOOK) SHOULD BE ITALICIZED, WHILE THE TITLE OF A SHORTER WORK (LIKE AN ARTICLE) SHOULD BE
IN QUOTATION MARKS.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU ARE PARAPHRASING FROM A BOOK TITLED “THE ART OF SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY” THAT HAS NO LISTED
AUTHOR AND WAS PUBLISHED IN 2020, YOUR CITATION MIGHT LOOK LIKE (THE ART of SciENTIFIC Discovery 2020) or, IF
SHORTENED, (ART oF ScienTiFiC Discovery 2020).

CITING MULTIPLE SOURCES IN ONE SENTENCE

[T IS COMMON TO SYNTHESIZE INFORMATION FROM SEVERAL SOURCES WITHIN A SINGLE SENTENCE OR CLAUSE. W/HEN THIS
OCCURS, YOU SHOULD CITE EACH SOURCE INDIVIDUALLY WITHIN THE SENTENCE, TYPICALLY SEPARATED BY SEMICOLONS. THE
ORDER OF THE CITATIONS WITHIN THE PARENTHESES GENERALLY FOLLOWS THE ORDER IN WHICH THE INFORMATION APPEARS IN
THE SENTENCE OR A LOGICAL FLOW.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU ARE PARAPHRASING POINTS FROM THREE DIFFERENT AUTHORS IN ONE SENTENCE, IT MIGHT LOOK LIKE THIS:
RESEARCH SUGGESTS A CORRELATION BETWEEN SOCIAL MEDIA USE AND MENTAL WELL-BEING (SMITH 202 1; CHen 2023;
GARCIA ET AL. 2022).

THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCURATE ATTRIBUTION

ACCURATE ATTRIBUTION, THROUGH METICULOUS CITATION PRACTICES LIKE THOSE OUTLINED BY THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE
SYSTEM FOR PARAPHRASING, IS THE BEDROCK OF ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL INTEGRITY. |T NOT ONLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE
INTELLECTUAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF OTHERS BUT ALSO SAFEGUARDS YOUR OWN REPUTATION AS A SCHOLAR. W/HEN YOU
PROPERLY CITE YOUR SOURCES, YOU ARE DEMONSTRATING RESPECT FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND ALLOWING YOUR
READERS TO FOLLOW YOUR LINE OF INQUIRY.

FAILING TO ATTRIBUTE BORROWED IDEAS, EVEN UNINTENTIONALLY, CAN HAVE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES, RANGING FROM A



REDUCED GRADE TO ACCUSATIONS OF PLAGIARISM, WHICH CAN DAMAGE YOUR ACADEMIC OR PROFESSIONAL CAREER. THEREFORE,
INVESTING THE TIME TO UNDERSTAND AND CORRECTLY APPLY CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE FOR PARAPHRASING IS AN
INVESTMENT IN YOUR CREDIBILITY AND THE TRUSTWORTHINESS OF YOUR W ORK.

PROTECTING YOUR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

THE PRIMARY REASON FOR CITING PARAPHRASED MATERIAL IS TO MAINTAIN ACADEMIC INTEGRITY. BY GIVING CREDIT \WHERE
CREDIT IS DUE, YOU ARE UPHOLDING THE PRINCIPLES OF HONESTY AND TRANSPARENCY IN SCHOLARSHIP. PROPER CITATION
ENSURES THAT YOU ARE NOT PRESENTING THE IDEAS OF OTHERS AS YOUR OWN, WHICH IS THE DEFINITION OF PLAGIARISM.

ENHANCING YOUR CREDIBILITY

W/HEN YOUR WORK IS CONSISTENTLY AND ACCURATELY CITED, IT ENHANCES YOUR CREDIBILITY AS A WRITER AND RESEARCHER.
READERS CAN TRUST THAT THE INFORMATION YOU PRESENT IS WELL-SUPPORTED AND THAT YOU HAVE ENGAGED
THOUGHTFULLY WITH EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP. A BIBLIOGRAPHY FILLED WITH CORRECTLY FORMATTED CITATIONS
DEMONSTRATES YOUR DILIGENCE AND THOROUGHNESS.

FACILITATING FURTHER RESEARCH

YOUR CITATIONS SERVE AS A ROADMAP FOR YOUR READERS, ALLOWING THEM TO EXPLORE THE ORIGINAL SOURCES
THEMSELVES. THIS IS CRUCIAL FOR SCHOLARLY DISCOURSE, AS IT ENABLES OTHERS TO VERIFY YOUR FINDINGS, BUILD UPON
YOUR RESEARCH, OR ENGAGE WITH THE PRIMARY MATERIAL DIRECTLY. IN ESSENCE, ACCURATE CITATION CONTRIBUTES TO THE
COLLECTIVE ADVANCEMENT OF KNOWLEDGE.

THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FOR PARAPHRASING, WHEN APPLIED CORRECTLY, ENSURES THAT YOUR WRITING IS
BOTH ACADEMICALLY SOUND AND ETHICALLY RESPONSIBLE. BY MASTERING ITS PRINCIPLES, YOU EQUIP YOURSELF WITH A
POWERFUL TOOL FOR CLEAR, CREDIBLE, AND IMPACTFUL COMMUNICATION.

QZ \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A DIRECT QUOTE AND A PARAPHRASE IN
CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE STYLE?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN THE WORDING AND THE REQUIRED PUNCTUATION. A DIRECT QUOTE USES THE EXACT WORDS
OF THE ORIGINAL SOURCE, ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS, AND ALMOST ALWAYS REQUIRES A PAGE NUMBER. A PARAPHRASE
REPHRASES THE ORIGINAL IDEA IN YOUR OWN WORDS AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE, AND WHILE IT OFTEN INCLUDES A PAGE NUMBER
FOR SPECIFICITY, ITS PRIMARY IDENTIFIER IN CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE IS THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF
PUBLICATION.

Q: Do | ALWAYS NEED TO INCLUDE A PAGE NUMBER WHEN PARAPHRASING IN CHICAGO
AUTHOR-DATE STYLE?

A: WHILE NOT ALWAYS STRICTLY MANDATORY FOR PARAPHRASING IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED,
ESPECIALLY FOR PRINT SOURCES, TO INCLUDE THE PAGE NUMBER(S) FROM WHICH THE PARAPHRASED INFORMATION W AS DERIVED.
THIS PROVIDES GREATER SPECIFICITY AND HELPS YOUR READER LOCATE THE EXACT IDEA WITHIN THE SOURCE, PARTICULARLY IF
THE SOURCE IS LENGTHY OR COMPLEX. FOR ELECTRONIC SOURCES WITHOUT PAGE NUMBERS, YOU WOULD CITE PARAGRAPH
NUMBERS IF AVAILABLE.



Q: How Do | CITE A SOURCE WITH NO AUTHOR IN CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE STYLE
WHEN PARAPHRASING?

A: WHEN A WORK LACKS AN AUTHOR, YOU REPLACE THE AUTHOR'S NAME WITH THE TITLE OF THE WORK IN THE IN-TEXT
CITATION. FOR STANDALONE WORKS LIKE BOOKS, THE TITLE SHOULD BE ITALICIZED. IF THE TITLE IS LONG, YOU CAN USE A
SHORTENED VERSION. For ExAMPLE: (THE ART oF ScienTIFIC Discovery 2020).

Q: WHAT HAPPENS IF | FORGET TO CITE A PARAPHRASED IDEAP

A: FORGETTING TO CITE A PARAPHRASED IDEA IS CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM, A SERIOUS ACADEMIC OFFENSE. [T MEANS YOU HAVE
PRESENTED SOMEONE ELSE'S IDEA AS YOUR OWN. THIS CAN LEAD TO SEVERE ACADEMIC PENALTIES, INCLUDING FAILING GRADES,
SUSPENSION, OR EXPULSION, DEPENDING ON THE INSTITUTION'S POLICIES. ALWAYS ERR ON THE SIDE OF CAUTION AND CITE
EVERYTHING THAT IS NOT YOUR ORIGINAL THOUGHT.

QZ How Do | CITE A SOURCE THAT HAS THREE AUTHORS WHEN PARAPHRASING IN
CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE STYLE?

A: FOR WORKS WITH TWO OR THREE AUTHORS, YOU LIST ALL AUTHORS' LAST NAMES IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION, SEPARATED
BY COMMAS AND CONNECTED BY “AND” BEFORE THE FINAL AUTHOR. FOR EXAMPLE: (CARTER, LEE, AND GARCIA 2020).

Q: WHAT IS THE RULE FOR PARAPHRASING WHEN THE AUTHOR’'S NAME IS ALREADY IN
THE SENTENCE?

A: |F THE AUTHOR'S NAME IS ALREADY INCORPORATED INTO YOUR SENTENCE WHEN PARAPHRASING, YOU CAN SIMPLY FOLLOW IT
WITH THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION IN PARENTHESES. FOR EXAMPLE: ACCORDING TO SMITH (202 1 ), THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS
DISCOVERY ARE FAR-REACHING. THIS AVOIDS REDUNDANCY AND MAINTAINS A SMOOTH FLOW.

Q: CAN | PARAPHRASE A SHORT PASSAGE WITHOUT QUOTING IT DIRECTLY?

A: YES, ABSOLUTELY. PARAPHRASING IS OFTEN PREFERABLE TO DIRECT QUOTING WHEN YOU WANT TO INTEGRATE AN IDEA INTO
YOUR OWN PROSE SMOOTHLY OR WHEN THE ORIGINAL WORDING IS NOT PARTICULARLY ESSENTIAL. HO\X/EVER, EVEN WHEN
PARAPHRASING A SHORT PASSAGE, YOU MUST STILL CITE THE SOURCE USING THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM.

QI WHAT IF | AM PARAPHRASING FROM A SOURCE WITH MULTIPLE EDITIONS?

A: W/HEN PARAPHRASING FROM A SOURCE WITH MULTIPLE EDITIONS, YOU SHOULD CITE THE EDITION YOU ACTUALLY USED. THE
YEAR OF PUBLICATION IN YOUR IN-TEXT CITATION SHOULD CORRESPOND TO THAT SPECIFIC EDITION. ENSURE YOUR
BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY ALSO REFLECTS THE CORRECT EDITION DETAILS SO THE READER CAN FIND THE EXACT VERSION YOU
CONSULTED.
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