
chicago style author date for painting

chicago style author date for painting citation might seem like a niche concern, but mastering it is crucial
for art historians, students, and anyone producing academic work that references visual art. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of citing paintings using the Chicago Manual of Style's
author-date system, ensuring accuracy and adherence to academic standards. We will explore the
fundamental components of an author-date citation for artworks, including how to format artist information,
titles, dates of creation, and medium details. Furthermore, this article will cover specific scenarios, such as
citing reproductions found in books or online, and the importance of providing location information for the
original artwork. Understanding these nuances will empower you to properly attribute and reference
paintings, upholding academic integrity in your research.
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Understanding the Core Components of Chicago Style Author-
Date Citations for Paintings

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) author-date system provides a clear and consistent method for
attributing sources, including visual art. When citing a painting, the primary goal is to provide enough
information for your reader to locate the original artwork or the reproduction you consulted. The author-
date system prioritizes the creator of the work as the primary identifier, followed by the year of
publication or creation, and then details that pinpoint the specific work being referenced. This system is
particularly useful in fields where frequent in-text citations are necessary, allowing readers to quickly
cross-reference your claims with your bibliography.



Properly formatted citations not only prevent plagiarism but also demonstrate a thorough understanding of
art historical research methodologies. They acknowledge the intellectual property of artists and institutions
and provide a roadmap for further study. For paintings, this means meticulously recording details that
might seem minor at first glance but are essential for accurate identification and retrieval.

Essential Elements for Citing Paintings

At its heart, a Chicago style author-date citation for a painting requires several key pieces of information.
These elements work together to create a unique identifier for the artwork. Without these core
components, a citation is incomplete and potentially misleading. The exact order and formatting may vary
slightly depending on the source of the reproduction, but the fundamental information remains consistent.

Artist Information

The most critical element is the artist's name. For well-known artists, their last name is typically used as
the primary identifier in the author-date system. If the artist is less known or if citing a work where the
artist is uncertain, the citation might begin with the title of the work, but generally, the artist is the
"author" in this context. Ensure you use the most common or scholarly accepted name for the artist.

Title of the Artwork

The title of the painting is the next essential piece of information. It should be presented in italics to
distinguish it as a work of art. If the painting is more commonly known by a title other than its original, it
is often acceptable to provide the common title in parentheses after the original, or vice versa, depending
on scholarly convention for that specific artist or period.

Date of Creation

The year the painting was created is a vital piece of chronological information. This helps place the artwork
within its historical and stylistic context. If the exact date is unknown, use the best available approximation,
such as "ca. 1905" (circa 1905) or a range like "1910-1912." If only the century is known, specify that, e.g.,
"19th century."

Medium and Dimensions

While not always strictly required for every author-date citation in the bibliography, including the
medium (e.g., oil on canvas, watercolor on paper) and dimensions (height x width) adds valuable
descriptive detail and aids in precise identification, especially when multiple works by the same artist share
similar titles or dates. This information is often included in more detailed entries or when citing the work
directly from museum or gallery records.



Identifying the Original Location of the Painting

For scholarly research, knowing where the original painting is housed is paramount. This information
allows others to verify your research or consult the work directly. The institution that owns the painting,
such as a museum or private collection, should be clearly stated. If it is in a private collection and the owner
wishes to remain anonymous, it may be noted as "Private Collection." This information is usually placed at
the end of the citation for the original work.

Citing Paintings from Different Sources

The way you cite a painting can vary significantly depending on where you encountered it. Whether it's
a reproduction in a book, an image found online, or a direct encounter with the artwork, each source
requires specific formatting within the Chicago author-date framework. Understanding these distinctions is
key to producing accurate and verifiable citations.

Paintings in Books

When citing a painting that you've seen reproduced in a book, your citation needs to include information
about both the painting itself and the book where you found it. The author-date system will still prioritize
the artist of the painting in the in-text citation, but the bibliography entry will detail the book as the
source. The format typically involves the painting's details followed by the publication information for the
book, including the author of the book, year of publication, title of the book, and page numbers where the
reproduction appears.

For example, a citation for a painting reproduced in a book might look like this in the bibliography:

Smith, John. 2018. The Masterpieces of Renaissance Art. New York: Art Press. Plate 15.

And the in-text citation would reference the artist and year of the painting, not the book's publication year,
unless that's the primary source being discussed. For instance, if you were discussing Leonardo da Vinci's
Mona Lisa, and you saw it reproduced in John Smith's 2018 book, your in-text citation might be (Da Vinci
1503-1506, in Smith 2018, plate 15).

Paintings Online and in Digital Databases



Citing artworks found online requires careful attention to detail, especially given the transient nature of
web content. The author-date system, when applied to online sources, typically includes the artist, the title,
the date of creation, and then the name of the website or database, followed by the URL and the date you
accessed the content. If the website has its own author or editor, that might be incorporated as well, but the
artist of the painting remains the primary identifier for the work itself.

A typical online citation might include:

Artist Last Name, First Name. Year of Creation. Title of Artwork. Medium. Website Name. Accessed
Month Day, Year. URL.

It's crucial to ensure that the URL is stable and that the information presented on the website is reliable and
authoritative. Museum websites, academic databases, and reputable art historical archives are generally
considered trustworthy sources.

Citing Installations and Performance Art as Paintings

While "painting" typically refers to a two-dimensional work on a surface, the principles of the author-date
system can be extended to related forms of art, such as installations or performance art that may have a
significant visual component akin to a painting. In these cases, the "artist" is still the primary identifier. The
"title" would be the title of the installation or performance. The "date" would refer to the year of its creation
or primary exhibition. The "medium" would be described according to its components (e.g., mixed media
installation, video performance). It is especially important to provide a detailed description and context for
such works, as they may not have a single, static "form" like a traditional painting.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style Author-Date
Painting Citations

Navigating the nuances of citing artworks, particularly paintings, can present unique challenges. The
Chicago Manual of Style offers guidance, but applying it requires careful consideration of the specific
artwork and its documentation. Understanding common pitfalls and their solutions will ensure your
citations are both accurate and compliant with academic standards.

Variations in Artist Naming Conventions



Artists are sometimes known by pseudonyms, or their names may have evolved over time. In the author-
date system, consistency is key. Generally, you should use the name by which the artist is most commonly
known in art historical discourse. If there's ambiguity, it's advisable to consult scholarly sources or
exhibition catalogs to determine the preferred convention. If an artist is known by a single name (e.g.,
Michelangelo), that single name functions as the last name for citation purposes.

Handling Undated or Attributed Works

Not all artworks are precisely dated. When the exact date of creation is unknown, the Chicago style
permits the use of approximations. For instance, "ca. 1850" (circa 1850) indicates an approximate date, while
"1850s" denotes a decade. If a work is attributed to an artist but not definitively by them, you would note
this attribution in the citation, such as "Attributed to Raphael" or "Circle of Rembrandt." The year would
then follow, using approximations if necessary.

The Role of Descriptive Titles in Citations

Some paintings, particularly older works or those from cultures with different titling traditions, may not
have formal titles in the way Western art often does. In such cases, a descriptive title may be used in place
of or in addition to a formal title. For example, a tomb painting might be described as "Tomb Painting
Depicting Daily Life." These descriptive titles should be placed in italics and accompanied by the artist's
name (if known) and the date. The key is to provide enough descriptive information to clearly identify the
artwork.

The rigorous application of the Chicago style author-date system to paintings ensures clarity and credibility
in academic writing. By meticulously attending to artist, title, date, medium, and location, researchers can
effectively guide their audience through the visual landscape of art history, upholding the integrity of
their scholarship and respecting the contributions of artists and institutions alike.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a painting in Chicago
style author-date versus footnote/endnote style?
A: In the Chicago author-date system, in-text citations consist of the author's last name and the year of
publication (or creation for art), e.g., (Smith 2020). The bibliography entry provides full details. In contrast,
the footnote/endnote style uses superscript numbers in the text that correspond to detailed notes at the
bottom of the page or at the end of the document, which include full bibliographic information on first



mention and shortened versions thereafter. For paintings, the author-date system emphasizes the artist as
the "author" of the artwork itself, so the in-text citation will typically be (ArtistLastName YearCreated).

Q: How do I cite a painting that is part of a larger collection within a
museum?
A: When citing a painting that is part of a museum collection, you should include the artist, title, date of
creation, and then the name of the institution that houses the painting. If you are citing a reproduction in a
book or online, you would also include details about that source. For example, in the bibliography: Van
Gogh, Vincent. 1889. The Starry Night. Oil on canvas. Museum of Modern Art, New York.

Q: What if the painting I want to cite is unsigned and undated?
A: If a painting is unsigned and undated, you will need to rely on art historical research and attribution.
You would cite it using the artist to whom it is attributed, noting the attribution clearly (e.g., "Attributed to
Rembrandt van Rijn"). For the date, use the best available approximation, such as "ca. 1650" or "mid-17th
century." If no artist can be reliably attributed, you might begin the citation with a descriptive title of the
work in italics, followed by the approximate date and medium.

Q: How should I handle citing multiple works by the same artist created
in the same year?
A: When citing multiple works by the same artist from the same year, you will need to add lowercase
letters after the year in both your in-text citations and your bibliography entries to distinguish them. For
example, if an artist had two works from 2023 that you are referencing, your in-text citations might be
(Jones 2023a) and (Jones 2023b), and your bibliography entries would be listed alphabetically by title or by
the letter designation.

Q: Is it necessary to include the dimensions of a painting in a Chicago
style author-date citation?
A: Including the dimensions of a painting is not always mandatory for every author-date citation in the
bibliography, but it is highly recommended for scholarly accuracy and precision, especially in art history. It
helps to uniquely identify the artwork. When included, dimensions are typically listed after the medium,
in the format height × width.



Q: What is the correct way to cite a painting if I only saw a photograph of
it online, and the website provides limited information?
A: If you find a painting online with limited information, cite what you can find. Start with the artist's
name (if known) and the title (if known), followed by the year of creation (if known, otherwise use
approximations). Then, cite the website name, the URL, and the date you accessed it. If the artist is
unknown, you might start with the title of the artwork or a descriptive phrase. Prioritize reliable sources
like museum websites or reputable art archives.

Q: How do I cite a painting that is part of a private collection in Chicago
style author-date?
A: For a painting in a private collection, you would follow the standard format: Artist Last Name, First
Name. Year of Creation. Title of Artwork. Medium. "Private Collection." If you know the name of the
collector and they have given permission to use it, you may include it. Otherwise, "Private Collection" is
sufficient.

Q: What is the difference between citing the original painting and citing
a reproduction of a painting in Chicago style author-date?
A: When citing the original painting, your citation focuses on the artwork itself, including its artist, title,
date, medium, and location (e.g., museum). When citing a reproduction (e.g., in a book or online), your
citation must also include the details of the source containing the reproduction. The in-text citation for the
artwork typically uses the artist and creation date, but the bibliography entry will reflect the source
material you consulted. For example, citing a painting reproduced in a book would include the book's
author, title, publication details, and page number alongside the painting's information.
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