chicago style author date for films

chicago style author date for films is a crucial element for academics,
researchers, and anyone needing to cite audiovisual works accurately.
Navigating the nuances of citing films in a consistent and recognizable
format can be daunting, but understanding the Chicago Manual of Style's
author-date system provides a clear framework. This article will delve into
the intricacies of applying the Chicago author-date style to film citations,
covering essential components from basic film entries to more complex
scenarios like citing specific scenes or directorial contributions. We will
explore the core elements required for film citations, how to handle
different types of film releases, and the specific formatting rules that
ensure clarity and academic integrity.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Film
Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers a flexible yet precise system for
academic citation, and its author-date approach is widely adopted in various
disciplines. When it comes to citing films, the author-date system
prioritizes key creators and the year of release, distinguishing it from the
notes-bibliography system. This method aims to provide readers with enough
information in the text to locate the source readily, typically through a
parenthetical citation that includes the author's last name (or the primary
creator) and the year of publication. For films, the concept of "author" can
be interpreted broadly, usually encompassing the director or the studio,
depending on the emphasis desired by the citation. The goal is always to give
credit where it is due and to allow for easy verification of the source
material.

The author-date system, when applied to films, requires careful consideration
of what constitutes the primary "author" for citation purposes. While
directors are often considered the primary creative force, some contexts
might necessitate referencing the screenplay writer or even the studio. The
year of release is paramount, serving as a direct identifier for the specific
version of the film being referenced. This system is particularly useful in
fields like film studies, media analysis, and cultural history, where the
chronological context and the influence of particular creative visions are
central to the research.



Essential Components of a Chicago Style Film
Citation

A complete Chicago style author-date citation for a film, whether in a
parenthetical in-text reference or in the Works Cited list, requires specific
pieces of information. These components ensure that the citation is both
informative and easily traceable. The core elements include the name of the
primary creator (typically the director), the title of the film, the year of
release, and the medium or distributor. Understanding these building blocks
is fundamental to constructing accurate citations for any film, regardless of
its genre or production format.

The author-date system in Chicago places a strong emphasis on the creator's
name. For films, this is most commonly the director. However, if the focus of
the research leans heavily on the screenplay, the screenwriter might be
substituted. The title of the film must be italicized, a standard convention
for creative works. The year of release is non—-negotiable and serves as the
primary date component in the author-date system. Finally, information about
the production company or distributor helps to identify the specific release
and can be crucial, especially when multiple versions or remakes exist.

Key Elements for Film Citations:

e Director's Last Name, First Name. (Year). Title of Film. Production
Company/Distributor.

e Screenwriter's Last Name, First Name. (Year). Title of Film. Production
Company/Distributor. (Use if focus is on screenplay)

e Title of Film. Directed by First Name Last Name. Year. Production
Company/Distributor. (Alternative for Works Cited entry when director is
primary)

Citing Feature Films

Feature films, the cornerstone of cinematic history and contemporary
entertainment, require straightforward citation in the Chicago author-date
style. The most common approach is to cite the director as the primary
author. This acknowledges the director's role as the principal creative voice
shaping the film's aesthetic and narrative. The in-text citation will
typically consist of the director's last name followed by the year of
release, enclosed in parentheses. For instance, a reference to Stanley
Kubrick's 2001: A Space Odyssey might appear as (Kubrick 1968).

In the Works Cited 1list, the entry for a feature film typically begins with
the director's name, followed by the film's title in italics, and then
information about the production company and the year of release. If the
focus of your work is specifically on the screenplay, you may choose to list
the screenwriter as the primary author, but this is less common than citing
the director. The year of release is crucial for distinguishing between



different versions or remakes of a film.

An example of a Works Cited entry for a feature film would be:

e Kubrick, Stanley, director. 2001: A Space Odyssey. Metro-Goldwyn—-Mayer,
1968.

If the emphasis is on the screenwriter:

e Clarke, Arthur C. (screenwriter). 2001: A Space Odyssey. Directed by
Stanley Kubrick. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 1968.

Citing Documentaries

Documentaries, while sharing many similarities with feature film citations,
sometimes present unique challenges due to their collaborative nature and
often non-traditional narrative structures. In the Chicago author-date
system, the director is usually the designated "author" for citation
purposes, similar to fictional features. This provides a consistent point of
reference for the reader. The year of release remains a critical piece of
information, anchoring the documentary within its historical and cultural
context.

When citing a documentary in your text, the format will mirror that of a
feature film, typically featuring the director's last name and the year of
release in parentheses. For example, a citation for Werner Herzog's Grizzly
Man would appear as (Herzog 2005). This straightforward approach ensures
clarity and ease of reference for your audience.

The Works Cited entry for a documentary follows a similar pattern to feature
films, beginning with the director's name, followed by the italicized title,
and then details about the production company and release year. If a specific
narrator or prominent subject is central to your argument, you might consider
including them in the citation or referencing them in your text, but the
director remains the primary author for the formal citation.

A typical Works Cited entry for a documentary:

e Morris, Errol, director. The Thin Blue Line. Errol Morris Films, 1988.

Citing Short Films

Short films, often found in anthologies, as standalone online content, or as
part of film festivals, require a citation format that accurately reflects
their length and distribution. The Chicago author-date system handles these
by identifying the primary creator, usually the director, and the year of



completion or release. The conciseness of short films means that the citation
should be equally efficient while retaining all necessary information for
retrieval.

In-text citations for short films will follow the standard author-date model:
(Director's Last Name Year). For example, if you are referencing a short film
by Wes Anderson, it might be cited as (Anderson 2007). The key is to be
consistent with how you identify the "author," which in this case is
typically the director.

The Works Cited entry for a short film needs to be precise. It will begin
with the director's name, followed by the italicized title of the short film.
Crucially, you should also indicate that it is a short film and provide
information about where it can be found or was originally shown, such as the
festival, the anthology it belongs to, or the online platform. The year of
release or completion is essential.

Example of a Works Cited entry for a short film:

e Lau, Andrew, director. The Lemon Tree. 2014. Vimeo.

Citing Television Series and Episodes

Citing television series and individual episodes within the Chicago author-
date system requires a distinction between referencing the series as a whole
and a specific installment. When referring to a series, the creator or a
principal producer might be considered the "author," and the year the series
began airing is relevant. However, for citing specific episodes, the focus
shifts to the episode's writer(s) or director, alongside the series title and
episode details.

In-text citations for a television episode will typically include the
writer's last name (or director, if more appropriate to your context) and the
year the episode was originally broadcast. For example, a reference to an
episode written by Vince Gilligan from Breaking Bad might appear as (Gilligan
2010). If you are referencing the series generally, you might use the
creator's name and the start year.

The Works Cited entry for a television episode is more detailed. It usually
begins with the writer's name, followed by the episode title in quotation
marks, the series title in italics, and then the network and original air
date. For the author-date system, the year of the episode's broadcast is
crucial. When referencing the series as a whole, the entry would be
structured differently, focusing on the creator and the range of broadcast
years.

Works Cited entry for a specific episode:

e Gilligan, Vince, writer. "Pilot." Breaking Bad, AMC, 2008.



Works Cited entry for the series:

e Gilligan, Vince, creator. Breaking Bad. AMC, 2008-2013.

Handling Director, Screenwriter, and Actor
Citations

The Chicago author-date system allows for flexibility in attributing
authorship based on the emphasis of your research. While the director is
often the default "author" for a film, there are instances where the
screenwriter or even a prominent actor might be cited as the primary creator,
especially if your analysis focuses on their specific contributions. This
choice should be consistent throughout your work.

If your work heavily analyzes the screenplay and its construction, citing the
screenwriter as the author is appropriate. The in-text citation would then
use the screenwriter's last name and the year of release, such as (Sorkin
2010) for Aaron Sorkin's work. In the Works Cited list, the entry would begin
with the screenwriter's name, followed by the film title and other relevant
production details.

While less common for the primary author in the author-date system, sometimes
an actor's performance is so central to the film's analysis that they might
be referenced prominently. However, for formal citation, they typically
appear as part of the description of the film rather than as the primary
author. The goal is to attribute the core creative direction or writing when
using the author-date method. The decision of who to credit as author should
always align with the specific focus and argument of your research.

When to Prioritize Different Creators:

e Director: Standard for most film analysis, focusing on visual style,
interpretation, and overall vision.

e Screenwriter: Appropriate when the primary analysis centers on dialogue,
narrative structure, or thematic development inherent in the script.

e Producer/Studio: Less common for author-date but might be used in
studies of industrial filmmaking or studio influence.

Citing Films Found Online or in Streaming
Services

The proliferation of films available through online platforms and streaming
services necessitates specific guidelines for their citation in Chicago
style. When citing a film accessed digitally, the citation must include



information that allows the reader to locate the exact version and source.
The author-date system remains central, but the medium of access is a
critical addition to the Works Cited entry.

The in-text citation for a film found online follows the usual author-date
format, e.g., (Villeneuve 2016). The primary author will typically be the
director. The crucial difference comes in the Works Cited list, where details
about the online provider are included. This ensures that readers can find
the same streamable version, which is important as streaming libraries can
change.

When creating the Works Cited entry, after the director, film title, and
production company, you should include the name of the streaming service or
website where the film was viewed. If a stable URL is available and
appropriate, it can be included, though Chicago often prioritizes access
information over direct URLs for feature films if the platform is well-known.

Example of a Works Cited entry for a film on a streaming service:

e Villeneuve, Denis, director. Arrival. Paramount Pictures, 2016. Netflix.

Citing Films from DVDs or Blu-rays

Citing films from physical media like DVDs and Blu-rays is a common practice,
especially when these formats offer unique features like director's
commentaries or specific cuts of the film. The Chicago author-date system
adapts to these formats by including information about the physical media and
the distributor of the disc. The core citation principles remain consistent,
focusing on the director and the year of release.

In-text citations will continue to use the director's last name and the year
of the film's original release, for example, (Nolan 2010). When referencing
specific features on the disc, such as bonus content, these would be cited
separately with appropriate details. However, for the film itself, the
original release year is generally preferred.

The Works Cited entry for a DVD or Blu-ray should clearly indicate the
format. After the director, film title, and production company, you will
specify "DVD" or "Blu-ray" and the name of the distributing company for the
disc. This clarifies that the source is a physical copy and who released it
in that format, which can sometimes differ from the original theatrical
distributor.

Example of a Works Cited entry for a DVD:

e Nolan, Christopher, director. Inception. Warner Bros. Pictures, 2010.
DVD. Warner Home Video, 2010.



The Importance of the Works Cited Page

The Works Cited page is the cornerstone of academic integrity and provides
readers with a comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited within
your work. For films cited using the Chicago author-date style, this page
meticulously details each film, allowing for easy verification and further
research by your audience. Every in-text citation must have a corresponding
entry on the Works Cited page, and vice versa, ensuring a direct link between
your discussion and the source material.

The arrangement of the Works Cited page is alphabetical by the author's last
name (or by title if no author is clearly identifiable). Each entry is
formatted consistently, adhering to the specific requirements of the Chicago
Manual of Style for audiovisual materials. This consistency not only aids
readability but also demonstrates a thorough understanding of citation
practices and respect for the work of filmmakers and creators.

A well-constructed Works Cited page for films contributes significantly to
the credibility and authority of your research. It shows that you have
engaged with your sources thoughtfully and are providing transparent evidence
for your arguments. Whether you are citing classic cinema or contemporary
digital releases, meticulous attention to the Works Cited page is paramount.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary author when citing a film in
Chicago style author-date?

A: The primary author when citing a film in Chicago style author-date is
typically the director. However, if your research focus is primarily on the
screenplay, you may cite the screenwriter. It is important to be consistent
with your choice throughout your paper.

Q: How do I cite a film that is available on multiple
streaming platforms?

A: For films available on multiple streaming platforms, cite the platform
where you accessed the film. Include the name of the streaming service in
your Works Cited entry after the production company and year. If a stable URL
is available and appropriate, you may include it, but the platform name is
generally sufficient for well-known services.

Q: Should I use the original release year or the
streaming/DVD release year for my citation?

A: Generally, you should use the original release year of the film for your
in-text citation and the primary date in your Works Cited entry, as this
anchors the film historically. However, if your analysis specifically



pertains to a particular DVD or streaming release, you might include that
date in the Works Cited entry for clarity, especially if it differs
significantly from the original release.

Q: How do I cite a documentary where a narrator 1is
very prominent?

A: While the director is typically listed as the author for documentaries, if
a narrator's contribution is central to your analysis, you can mention them
in your text. For the formal citation, the director usually remains the
primary author. If the narrator is also the filmmaker, they would be listed
as the director.

Q: What is the difference between citing a film and a
television series in Chicago author-date style?

A: When citing a film, you focus on the director or screenwriter and the
specific film title and year. When citing a television series, you might cite
the creator and the years the series aired. For individual episodes, you
typically cite the writer or director of that specific episode, along with
the episode title, series title, network, and original air date.

Q: Can I cite a specific scene from a film?

A: Yes, you can cite a specific scene. In your text, you would refer to the
scene and then provide the parenthetical citation for the film (Director's
Last Name Year). For the Works Cited entry, you cite the entire film as
usual, and your textual analysis would pinpoint the specific scene being
discussed.

Q: How should I format the title of a film in my
citation?

A: Film titles in Chicago style should always be italicized, both in the in-
text citations (though not enclosed in parentheses) and in the Works Cited
list. For example, The Godfather.

Q: What if a film has multiple directors?

A: If a film has multiple directors, you can list them all in your Works
Cited entry, separated by semicolons. For the in-text citation, Chicago style
suggests using the first director's last name followed by "et al." and the
year, 1f there are three or more directors. If there are two, list both.
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