
chicago style author date for diagram
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) author-date system is a widely accepted
citation method for academic and professional writing. This guide
specifically addresses its application to diagrams, offering comprehensive
instructions and best practices for correctly citing visual elements.
Understanding how to properly attribute the source of diagrams, charts, and
other graphical representations is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and giving
credit where it is due. This article will delve into the intricacies of the
Chicago author-date system as it pertains to diagrams, covering essential
aspects such as in-text citations, the reference list, and common scenarios.
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Understanding the Chicago Author-Date System
for Diagrams

The Chicago Manual of Style provides two primary citation systems: notes-
bibliography and author-date. This article focuses on the author-date system,
which is often preferred in social sciences and natural sciences due to its
streamlined approach to in-text referencing. When dealing with diagrams, the
core principle remains the same: clearly identifying the source of the visual
information presented. This system requires brief parenthetical citations
within the text that direct the reader to a more detailed entry in the
reference list at the end of the document.

The author-date system prioritizes brevity in the main body of the text. For
diagrams, this means incorporating the author's last name and the year of
publication directly after the diagram or within the text that discusses it.
This immediate association helps readers quickly locate the source of the
visual data without disrupting the flow of the narrative. The goal is to
provide sufficient information in the in-text citation for the reader to
identify the source and then find the complete bibliographic details in the
reference list.

In-Text Citations for Diagrams

Properly citing a diagram in the text using the Chicago author-date system



involves placing the author's last name and the year of publication in
parentheses. This citation typically follows the diagram itself or is
integrated into the sentence that refers to the diagram. The format is
generally (Author Last Name Year).

Placement of the Citation

The placement of the in-text citation is critical for clarity. When a diagram
is presented, the citation should ideally appear immediately after it, often
in a caption or as a footnote if the author-date system is being adapted for
specific use cases (though direct in-text parenthetical citation is the
standard). If the diagram is discussed in the text, the citation can be
placed at the end of the sentence that mentions or describes the diagram.

Handling Multiple Authors

For diagrams with multiple authors, the in-text citation should list the last
names of all authors. If there are more than two authors, you may list the
first author's last name followed by "et al." and the year, depending on your
specific institutional guidelines or the publication's style requirements.
Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or your
publisher's guidelines for the most precise rules on multiple authors.

Citing Diagrams from Secondary Sources

If you are reproducing a diagram from a secondary source (i.e., a source that
itself cited the original diagram), you must cite both the original source of
the diagram and the secondary source from which you obtained it. The in-text
citation will typically reflect the secondary source, with a note in the
reference list indicating the original source of the diagram.

Citing Figures Without Authors

In instances where a diagram or figure does not have a clear author, the
title of the work or the name of the organization responsible for its
creation is used in place of the author's last name. The in-text citation
would then appear as (Title of Diagram Year) or (Organization Name Year).



Creating the Reference List Entry for Diagrams

The reference list, located at the end of your document, provides complete
bibliographic details for all sources cited in the text. The format for
diagrams in the author-date system is similar to that of other published
works, but specific details regarding the visual nature of the source are
important.

Basic Structure of a Diagram Reference

A typical reference list entry for a diagram follows this general pattern:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Diagram or Figure." In
Title of Book or Journal, page numbers. Publisher. DOI or URL (if
applicable).

Citing Diagrams from Books

When a diagram is found within a book, the reference should include the
author(s) of the book, the year of publication, the specific title of the
diagram or figure (if it has one), and the page number where it appears. The
citation will also include the title of the book, publisher, and publication
year.

For example:

Smith, John. 2022. "Figure 3.1: Flowchart of Data Analysis." In Methods in
Modern Research, 78. New York: Academic Press.

Citing Diagrams from Journal Articles

Diagrams published in academic journals are cited similarly. The entry will
include the author(s) of the article, the year of publication, the figure
title, the title of the journal, the volume and issue numbers, and the page
range. A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or URL is also crucial if the
article is accessed online.

For example:

Garcia, Maria, and Lee Chen. 2021. "Diagram 2: Organizational Structure."
Journal of Business Studies 45, no. 3 (Fall): 112-115.
https://doi.org/10.1000/jbs.2021.45.3.112.



Citing Diagrams from Websites or Online Sources

When citing diagrams from websites or online repositories, the entry should
include the author (if available), the year of creation or publication, the
title of the diagram, the website name, and the URL. If no specific
publication date is available, use "n.d." for no date.

For example:

National Geographic. 2023. "Infographic: Global Temperature Trends." National
Geographic website. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/infographic-global-temperature
-trends.

Special Considerations for Diagram Citations

There are several nuances to consider when citing diagrams, especially when
they are not directly part of a published text or when they require specific
attribution.

Reproducing Diagrams

If you are reproducing a diagram verbatim, you must obtain permission from
the copyright holder. Your citation should acknowledge this permission and
provide the source details. The reference list entry will follow the standard
format, but your text might include a statement about permission granted.

Modifying Diagrams

If you modify a diagram from its original source, you should indicate this in
your citation. The in-text citation might include a note like "(Adapted from
Smith 2022)" and the reference list entry would reflect the original source.
Your caption might also state "Adapted from..."

Diagrams as Standalone Works

Some diagrams are published as standalone pieces, such as in reports or
technical documents. In these cases, the author and publication year are
paramount, and the reference list entry should accurately reflect the details
provided with the diagram itself.



Figures Created by Yourself

If you create a diagram yourself based on data or information from a source,
you should cite the source that provided the underlying information. Your
diagram can be labeled as "Figure X.Y: [Your Title] (Author's data, Year)" or
similar, and the reference list entry will be for the source of the data.

Common Diagram Citation Errors to Avoid

Inaccurate or incomplete citations can lead to plagiarism and a lack of
academic integrity. Being aware of common pitfalls can help you maintain high
standards.

Failing to cite a diagram at all.

Using an incorrect citation format in the text or reference list.

Omitting crucial information such as the year of publication or page
number.

Citing a diagram from a secondary source without acknowledging the
original source of the diagram.

Not obtaining necessary permissions for reproduction.

Inconsistent citation practices throughout the document.

By meticulously following the Chicago author-date guidelines for diagrams,
you ensure proper attribution, enhance the credibility of your work, and
contribute to the scholarly conversation with integrity. Remember that
clarity and accuracy are the cornerstones of effective citation practices.

The process of citing diagrams within the Chicago author-date system, while
seemingly straightforward, requires attention to detail to ensure accuracy
and adherence to academic standards. From the initial in-text parenthetical
reference to the comprehensive entry in the reference list, each element
plays a vital role in guiding your readers to the origin of the visual
information. By mastering these principles, you not only avoid common
citation errors but also demonstrate a commitment to scholarly ethics and
transparency. Whether you are incorporating charts from a textbook,
infographics from the web, or figures from a journal article, the Chicago
author-date system provides a robust framework for acknowledging your
sources.



The meticulous application of the Chicago author-date style to diagrams is an
essential skill for any researcher or writer. It ensures that intellectual
property is respected and that readers can verify the information presented.
This guide has aimed to provide a thorough understanding of how to integrate
visual sources seamlessly into your work, maintaining both academic rigor and
stylistic consistency. By internalizing these guidelines, you can confidently
present diagrams in your research, knowing that their origins are clearly and
accurately attributed.

The ability to correctly cite diagrams using the Chicago author-date system
is a testament to a writer's attention to detail and commitment to academic
honesty. This guide has covered the fundamental aspects, from in-text
citations to reference list entries, addressing various scenarios and common
errors. Adhering to these principles will not only enhance the credibility of
your work but also contribute to a more transparent and trustworthy academic
landscape. Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style
for the most authoritative guidance.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference in citing diagrams
between the Chicago notes-bibliography and author-
date systems?
A: In the Chicago notes-bibliography system, diagrams are typically cited in
footnotes or endnotes, with full bibliographic information provided in the
note and a bibliography at the end. In the author-date system, the citation
is brief and parenthetical within the text (Author Year), with a full entry
in the reference list at the end of the document.

Q: Do I need to cite a diagram if I create it myself
but use data from a published source?
A: Yes, absolutely. Even if you create the diagram yourself, if it's based on
data or concepts from a published source, you must cite that source. Indicate
that the diagram is your own creation but that the data comes from a specific
author and year.

Q: How do I cite a diagram that appears on a website
with no clear author or publication date?
A: For a website diagram with no author, use the name of the organization or
website as the author. If there's no publication date, use "n.d." (no date)
after the author. The citation would look something like: Organization Name.
n.d. "Title of Diagram." Website Name. Accessed [Date of Access]. URL.



Q: What is the correct way to cite a diagram if it's
an image found on a general image-sharing platform
like Flickr?
A: If the image has a designated author and a clear date, cite it as you
would any online image: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of
Image/Diagram." Flickr. Accessed [Date of Access]. URL. If information is
missing, try to find it on the uploader's profile or the platform's metadata.

Q: When citing a diagram within a book chapter
written by a different author than the book editor,
how should I format the citation?
A: In the author-date system, you primarily cite the author of the work where
the diagram appears. If the diagram is in a specific chapter, and that
chapter author is also the author of the diagram, you would cite the chapter
author. If the diagram is a standalone illustration within a chapter, and the
chapter author doesn't claim authorship of the diagram, you would cite the
original source of the diagram as if it were a standalone item within the
context of the chapter. The reference list entry would reflect the chapter
author and the book details.

Q: Is it necessary to include a page number when
citing a diagram from a journal article or a book?
A: Yes, it is generally necessary to include the page number or range where
the diagram appears, especially for books. For journal articles, you would
typically provide the page range of the article, and the diagram's location
within the article (e.g., Figure X) is usually indicated in the caption or
when referring to it in the text. The reference list entry should include the
page range of the article.

Q: What if a diagram is not labeled as "Figure" or
"Diagram" but is clearly a visual representation of
data?
A: You should still cite it. Use a descriptive title for the diagram in your
citation if it doesn't have a formal label, such as "Chart," "Graph," or a
brief description of its content. The key is to accurately represent the
source and the nature of the visual information.
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