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Chicago Style Author-Date Bibliography: What to Include for Comprehensive Citation

chicago style author date bibliography what to include is a crucial question for students,
researchers, and writers across numerous academic disciplines. Understanding the intricacies of
this citation style ensures your work is accurately attributed, your sources are readily verifiable, and
your academic integrity remains unquestioned. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two
primary citation systems: notes-bibliography and author-date. This article delves deeply into the
author-date system, specifically focusing on its bibliography component, detailing precisely what
elements are necessary for each source type to create a complete and professional reference list. We
will explore the fundamental principles of constructing an author-date bibliography, then break
down the specific requirements for common source materials like books, journal articles, and
websites, ensuring you possess the knowledge to cite them correctly and comprehensively.
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Understanding the Author-Date System's Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style's author-date system is favored in fields like history, social sciences,
and natural sciences. Its bibliography, unlike the notes-bibliography system, is designed for quick in-
text referencing. Each source cited in the text is listed alphabetically by author's last name in the
bibliography. This alphabetical arrangement allows readers to easily locate the full citation for any
in-text parenthetical reference, which typically includes the author's last name and the year of
publication. The bibliography serves as the definitive list of all sources consulted and referenced,
providing complete publication details for each entry. It's essential to grasp the underlying
philosophy: to provide enough information for a reader to find the original source without ambiguity.

The bibliography in the author-date system is more than just a list; it's a testament to thorough
research and academic honesty. It allows readers to follow your scholarly trail, critically evaluate
your sources, and delve deeper into the subject matter. Therefore, accuracy and completeness are
paramount. Every piece of information included in a bibliography entry serves a specific purpose,
enabling identification, retrieval, and contextualization of the source material. Missing or inaccurate
details can hinder this process and undermine the credibility of your work.



Core Components of a Chicago Style Author-Date
Bibliography Entry

Regardless of the source type, a Chicago style author-date bibliography entry generally requires
several key pieces of information. These components are vital for identifying and locating the source
accurately. The specific order and formatting of these elements can vary slightly depending on the
source, but the core information remains consistent. Mastery of these core components is the
foundation for constructing any correct bibliography entry within this system.

Essential Elements for Every Entry

Every bibliography entry in the Chicago author-date system must include the following fundamental
pieces of information, presented in a specific order:

Author(s): The last name followed by the first name (and middle name or initial, if provided).
For multiple authors, different rules apply regarding how subsequent authors are listed.

Publication Date: The year the work was published is a defining characteristic of this system
and is placed prominently.

Title: The full title of the work, including any subtitles, is provided. For books, the title is
italicized. For articles or chapters, it is typically enclosed in quotation marks.

Publication Information: This varies significantly by source type. For books, it includes the
place of publication and the publisher. For articles, it includes the journal title, volume, issue
number, and page numbers.

Beyond these essentials, additional details may be required depending on the nature of the source,
such as edition information, editor names, or URLs and access dates for online resources. The goal is
always to provide the reader with sufficient data to locate the specific item you consulted.

Author Names: Handling Multiple Authors

When citing works with multiple authors, the Chicago author-date system has specific guidelines to
ensure clarity and consistency:

Two Authors: List both authors. The first author is listed as Last Name, First Name. The
second author is listed as First Name Last Name.

Three or More Authors: List only the first author's name, followed by "et al." (an
abbreviation meaning "and others"). The first author is presented as Last Name, First Name.



This approach simplifies the bibliographic entry while still pointing readers to the primary author
and indicating that other contributors exist. It's crucial to note that in the in-text citations for works
with three or more authors, only the first author's name followed by "et al." and the year is used.

Citing Books in an Author-Date Bibliography

Books are a fundamental source type in academic writing, and their citation in a Chicago author-
date bibliography requires attention to detail regarding author, title, publication date, and publisher
information. The structure provides a clear roadmap for identifying specific editions and printings.

Basic Book Entry

A standard entry for a book includes the author's name, the publication year, the full title, and the
publisher's name and location. The title of the book is always italicized in the bibliography.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Book Title: Subtitle. Place of Publication: Publisher.

For example: Smith, John. 2020. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

Books with Multiple Authors

As previously discussed, handling multiple authors follows specific rules. For two authors, both are
listed, with the second author’s name in first-name-last-name format. For three or more authors,
only the first author is listed, followed by "et al."

For two authors: Jones, Sarah, and Robert Williams. 2018. Understanding Research Methods.
New York: Academic Publishing.

For three or more authors: Miller, David, et al. 2019. Advanced Statistical Analysis. Boston:
Pearson.

Edited Books

When citing a book that has been edited rather than authored by a single individual, the editor's
name(s) take the place of the author's name(s) in the entry. The role of the editor is usually indicated
with "ed." for one editor or "eds." for multiple editors.



Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Year. Book Title: Subtitle. Place of Publication: Publisher.

For multiple editors: Editor Last Name, First Name, and Editor Second Last Name, First
Name, eds. Year. Book Title: Subtitle. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Books with More Than One Edition

If you are citing a specific edition of a book other than the first, you must indicate the edition
number. This is crucial for ensuring readers find the exact version you consulted, as content can
vary significantly between editions.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Book Title: Subtitle. Edition Number ed. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

For instance: Davis, Emily. 2021. Modern Literary Theory. 3rd ed. London: Routledge.

Citing Journal Articles in an Author-Date Bibliography

Journal articles are a cornerstone of scholarly communication. Citing them correctly in the Chicago
author-date bibliography requires precision in listing the author, publication year, article title,
journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers.

Standard Journal Article Entry

The typical format for a journal article entry includes the author(s), publication year, article title,
journal title (italicized), volume number, issue number, and the page range of the article.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title: Subtitle." Journal Title Volume (Issue):
Page numbers.

Example: Garcia, Maria. 2022. "The Impact of Climate Change on Coastal Ecosystems."
Environmental Science Journal 45 (3): 112-135.

Articles from Online Journals

When citing articles accessed online, especially those without print counterparts, it's often necessary



to include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a URL. A DOI is the preferred method as it is a stable,
permanent link to the article.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title: Subtitle." Journal Title Volume (Issue):
Page numbers. DOI: [DOI number]

If a DOI is not available, a URL can be used, along with the date the article was accessed. However,
the CMOS generally prefers DOIs for online articles when available.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title: Subtitle." Journal Title Volume (Issue):
Page numbers. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Articles without Page Numbers (e.g., Online-Only Journals)

Some online journals may not have traditional page numbers. In such cases, the entry should reflect
the article's designation or section if one exists. The primary goal remains to help the reader locate
the specific content.

Citing Websites and Web Pages in an Author-Date
Bibliography

The proliferation of online content necessitates clear guidelines for citing websites and individual
web pages. The Chicago author-date system requires specific information to ensure these digital
sources are properly attributed and locatable.

General Website Entry

When citing an entire website, you typically include the author or organization responsible for the
site, the title of the site (often italicized), and the most recent publication or update date available. A
URL is also essential.

Organization Name. Year. Website Title. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

If no author or organization is apparent, you may start with the website title. For example: Global
Climate Initiative. 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.globalclimateinitiative.org.



Specific Web Page Entry

To cite a specific page on a website, you will need more detailed information. This includes the
author of the page (if distinct from the site owner), the date of publication or last update, the title of
the specific page, the website title (if applicable), and the URL. The access date is also crucial for
web pages, as their content can change or disappear.

Author Last Name, First Name (or Organization Name). Year. "Title of Specific Web Page." In
Title of Website. Last modified Month Day, Year (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example: National Geographic Society. 2023. "The Majestic Polar Bear." In National Geographic.
Last modified September 15, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/p/polar-bear/.

Web Pages without Dates

If a web page lacks a clear publication or modification date, it is important to state this. Use "n.d."
(no date) for the publication date. However, the access date remains critical.

Author Last Name, First Name (or Organization Name). n.d. "Title of Specific Web Page." In
Title of Website. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Citing Other Common Sources

Beyond books and journal articles, researchers often consult a variety of other source materials. The
Chicago author-date bibliography system provides guidelines for these as well, ensuring consistency
across your reference list.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles

Citing newspaper and magazine articles requires the author's name, publication date, article title,
the name of the newspaper or magazine (italicized), and the page number(s). For online articles, a
URL and access date should be included.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Newspaper/Magazine Title, Month Day.
Page number(s).



Example: Chen, Li. 2023. "The Future of Urban Farming." The New York Times, October 25. A12.

Dissertations and Theses

For dissertations and theses, you need to include the author, the year, the title of the work
(italicized), and information about where it was obtained, such as the university or a database. The
type of document (dissertation or thesis) should be specified.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Dissertation or Thesis. Type of document (e.g.,
PhD dissertation, Master's thesis). University Name.

Conference Papers and Presentations

When citing conference proceedings or individual papers, include the author, year, title of the paper,
and the name of the conference or proceedings. If the paper was published in proceedings, include
publication details for those proceedings. If presented but not published, note the venue and date of
presentation.

Formatting Essentials for the Author-Date Bibliography

Beyond the content of each entry, the overall formatting of your bibliography plays a significant role
in its clarity and professionalism. Adhering to these stylistic conventions ensures your work meets
academic standards.

Alphabetical Order

The most fundamental aspect of the author-date bibliography is its alphabetical arrangement.
Entries are listed strictly by the author's last name. If a work has no author, it is alphabetized by the
first significant word of the title (ignoring articles like "a," "an," and "the").

Indentation and Spacing

Chicago style uses a "hanging indent" for bibliography entries. This means the first line of each entry
is flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines are indented. This formatting makes it easier
to distinguish individual entries and scan the list for specific authors.

The first line of each citation begins at the left margin.



All subsequent lines of the same citation are indented (typically by 0.5 inches or one tab).

Entries are separated by a blank line or double-spacing between the last line of one entry and
the first line of the next.

Consistent spacing and indentation are critical for a polished presentation and are often checked
closely during the editing process. This visual organization is a key differentiator of the Chicago
style.

Punctuation and Capitalization

Punctuation within bibliography entries is precise and follows established patterns. Titles of books
and journals are italicized. Titles of articles and chapters are enclosed in quotation marks.
Capitalization for titles generally follows title case, meaning major words are capitalized, but
specific rules for capitalization of prepositions and articles apply.

Pay close attention to the use of periods to separate elements of the citation, commas where
appropriate, and the placement of colons. Each punctuation mark serves to delineate distinct pieces
of information, aiding in comprehension and retrieval. For instance, a period always follows the
author's name and the publication date, signifying the end of that particular component.

---

Q: What is the primary difference between the Chicago author-
date and notes-bibliography systems regarding the
bibliography?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are presented and referenced. In the author-date
system's bibliography, entries are typically shorter and focus on providing the author and year for in-
text parenthetical citations, allowing for quick look-up of the full citation. The notes-bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations in the text, and its bibliography provides more
detailed information for each source listed.

Q: How do I format author names for a work with three
authors in a Chicago author-date bibliography?
A: For a work with three or more authors in a Chicago author-date bibliography, you list only the
first author's name, followed by "et al." The first author's name is formatted as Last Name, First
Name. For example: Smith, John, et al.



Q: What is "et al." and when is it used in Chicago style author-
date citations?
A: "Et al." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." In the Chicago author-date system, it is used
in the bibliography when a work has three or more authors, listing only the first author's name
followed by "et al." It is also used in in-text citations for works with three or more authors.

Q: Is it necessary to include the publisher's location in a
Chicago author-date bibliography entry for a book?
A: Yes, the publisher's location (city) is typically included in a Chicago author-date bibliography
entry for a book. This helps to distinguish between publishers with similar names and provides a
specific detail for locating the publication.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important for citing online
journal articles in a Chicago author-date bibliography?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to identify a digital
object, such as an online journal article. It's important because it provides a permanent and stable
link to the article, ensuring that readers can access the source even if the URL changes. It's
preferred over a URL when available.

Q: How should I format the title of a website in a Chicago
author-date bibliography?
A: The title of an entire website in a Chicago author-date bibliography is typically italicized. For
example: The World History Encyclopedia. If you are citing a specific page within a website, the
website title itself might still be italicized while the specific page title is in quotation marks.

Q: What does "n.d." signify in a Chicago author-date
bibliography entry?
A: "n.d." stands for "no date." It is used in a bibliography entry when a source lacks a clear
publication or copyright date. This is common for older documents or some web pages. The access
date is still crucial when "n.d." is used for online sources.

Q: Should I include the access date for all online sources in a
Chicago author-date bibliography?
A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often required to include the access date for all online sources,
including websites and online articles. This is because online content can be changed or removed
without notice, and the access date indicates when the information was available to you.
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