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Mastering Chicago Style: Author-Date Bibliography Examples for Research
Writing

chicago style author date bibliography examples for research writing is a
critical skill for students and academics across disciplines. Proper citation
ensures academic integrity, allows readers to verify sources, and
demonstrates a thorough understanding of research conventions. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the author-date system within the Chicago
Manual of Style, providing clear examples for a wide range of source types,
from books and journal articles to websites and other digital media. We will
delve into the nuances of in-text citations and the structure of the
bibliography, ensuring you can confidently present your research according to
Chicago's authoritative guidelines. Understanding these examples is key to
avoiding common citation errors and producing polished, professional research
papers.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Author-Date
System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems:
notes-bibliography and author-date. This article focuses exclusively on the
author-date system, which is widely adopted in the social sciences and
sciences. In this system, brief parenthetical citations appear within the
text of your paper, directly following the information they attribute, and
these citations correspond to full bibliographic entries listed at the end of
the paper. The author-date system aims for conciseness within the text while
providing complete source information in the bibliography.

The fundamental principle is to give credit to the original author and
provide enough information for a reader to locate the source easily. This
dual approach-brief in-text markers and comprehensive bibliography entries—is
the hallmark of effective academic referencing. Adhering to these conventions
not only upholds ethical research practices but also enhances the credibility
and scholarly rigor of your work. The author-date system's structure



facilitates a more fluid reading experience by minimizing interruptions from
lengthy footnotes or endnotes.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Author-Date
Bibliography Entry

Each entry in your Chicago-style author-date bibliography is meticulously
constructed to include specific elements. While the exact order and
punctuation may vary slightly depending on the source type, a standard entry
generally comprises the author's name, the publication date, the title of the
work, and publication details such as the publisher, journal, or website.
Consistency in presenting these components is paramount.

The author's name is typically listed with the last name first, followed by
the first name. For multiple authors, specific rules apply for how their
names are presented. The publication date is crucial for the author-date
system, often appearing shortly after the author's name to facilitate
immediate identification within the parenthetical citations used in the text.
Titles of books and journals are italicized, while article titles are
enclosed in quotation marks.

Author Information

The author's name serves as the primary identifier in the bibliography. For a
single author, the format is Last Name, First Name. If there are two or three
authors, all are listed, with the first author's name inverted. For four or
more authors, the first author's name is inverted, followed by "et al." (and
others).

Publication Date

The publication year is a defining characteristic of this system. It is
typically placed in parentheses immediately following the author's name. This
allows readers to quickly match in-text citations to the full bibliographic
entry.

Title of the Work

Book titles and journal titles are italicized to distinguish them. Article
titles within journals or other collections are placed within quotation
marks. This clear differentiation aids in quickly identifying the nature of
the source.



Publication Details

This includes information such as the publisher and the location of
publication for books. For journal articles, it will include the journal
title, volume, issue number, and page range. For websites, it may include the
website name, the specific page title, and the URL. For edited books, the
editor's name(s) would be included, and for book chapters, the chapter title
and page range, along with the book title and editor.

Examples of Common Source Types in a Chicago
Style Bibliography

Navigating the variety of sources you encounter in research can be
challenging. The Chicago author-date system provides clear guidelines for
citing these. Below are examples of how to format common source types,
ensuring accuracy and adherence to scholarly standards.

Books

Citing books is fundamental to research. The author-date system requires the
author's name, publication year, title, and publisher information. Pay close
attention to italics for the book title and the use of punctuation.

e Single Author: Last Name, First Name. Year. Book Title. City of
Publication: Publisher.

e Example: Smith, John. 2020. The History of Citation Styles. New York:
Academic Press.

e Two or Three Authors: Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and
First Name Last Name. Year. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher.

e Example: Jones, Sarah, David Lee, and Emily Chen. 2018. Research
Methodology Handbook. London: University Press.

e Edited Book: Editor, First Name, ed. Year. Book Title. City of
Publication: Publisher.

e Example: Brown, Michael, ed. 2019. Advances in Social Sciences. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.



Journal Articles

Journal articles are a cornerstone of academic research. The author-date
format for these includes the author(s), publication year, article title,
journal title, volume, issue number, and page range. The journal title is
italicized, and the article title is in quotation marks.

e Single Author: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal
Title Volume (Issue): Page numbers.

e Example: Williams, Robert. 2021. "The Impact of Technology on Learning."
Journal of Educational Studies 45 (2): 112-130.

e Article with DOI: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal
Title Volume (Issue): Page numbers. doi:XX.XXXX/YYYYYY.

e Example: Garcia, Maria. 2022. "Climate Change Adaptation Strategies."
Environmental Science Journal 50 (3): 201-225.
doi:10.1080/00139157.2022.2056789.

Websites and Web Pages

Citing online sources requires careful attention to identifying the author
(if any), the date of publication or last update, the title of the page, the
website name, and the URL. If an author is not listed, start with the title
of the specific page.

e Author and Date: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Web Page." Name
of Website. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

e Example: Davis, Lisa. 2023. "Understanding AI Ethics." Future Tech
Today. Accessed January 15, 2024.
https://www. futuretechtoday.com/ai-ethics.

e No Author, Date: "Title of Web Page." Year. Name of Website. Accessed
Month Day, Year. URL.

e Example: "Global Economic Trends." 2022. World Finance Online. Accessed
February 20, 2024. https://www.worldfinanceonline.com/economic-trends.

Formatting In-Text Citations in Chicago Style
Author-Date



In-text citations are the brief references placed within the body of your
research paper that point readers to the full bibliographic entries. In the
Chicago author-date system, these citations typically include the author's
last name and the year of publication. The purpose is to concisely attribute
information without disrupting the flow of your writing.

The placement of these parenthetical citations is crucial. They should
generally appear at the end of a sentence or clause that contains the
borrowed information, before the period. If you are directly quoting, the
page number must also be included. When paraphrasing or summarizing, the page
number is often omitted, but it is good practice to include it if it helps
the reader locate the specific idea within a longer work.

Direct Quotations

When using a direct quote, you must include the author's last name, the year
of publication, and the page number(s) from which the quote was taken. The
page number should be preceded by "p." for a single page or "pp." for a range
of pages.

e Example (at end of sentence): The study found that "participants
demonstrated a significant improvement in comprehension” (Smith 2020,
15).

e Example (integrating author into sentence): Smith (2020) noted that
"participants demonstrated a significant improvement in comprehension"
(15).

Paraphrasing or Summarizing

When you are paraphrasing or summarizing an idea from a source, the in-text
citation includes the author's last name and the year of publication. Page
numbers are generally not required for paraphrased material, though they can
be helpful for longer works.

e Example: Research indicates that the historical development of citation
styles has been complex and varied (Jones, Lee, and Chen 2018).

e Example (integrating author into sentence): Jones, Lee, and Chen (2018)
discuss the complex and varied historical development of citation
styles.



Citing Multiple Works

If you are citing multiple works within a single parenthetical citation, list
them in alphabetical order by author's last name, separated by semicolons.

e Example: Previous studies have explored various pedagogical approaches
(Brown 2019; Garcia 2022; Williams 2021).

Citing More Complex and Less Common Sources

Beyond standard books and journal articles, researchers often encounter a
diverse array of source materials, from corporate reports and legal documents
to films and interviews. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance for
these less common but equally important sources to ensure comprehensive and
accurate citation practices.

The underlying principle remains the same: provide enough information for the
reader to locate and verify the source. This often involves identifying the
authoring body or individual, the title of the work, the date of publication
or creation, and any relevant access or retrieval information. Understanding
how to format these unique sources adds another layer to mastering the
Chicago author-date system.

Corporate Authors and Government Documents

When a document is published by an organization or government agency rather
than an individual, the organization itself serves as the author. For
government documents, it's common to cite the specific agency or department.

e Corporate Author: Name of Organization. Year. Title of Report or
Document. City of Publication: Publisher.

e Example: World Health Organization. 2021. Global Health Trends Report.
Geneva: WHO Press.

e Government Document: Name of Government. Name of Agency. Year. Title of
Document. Series information (if applicable). Publication location:
Publisher.

e Example: United States. Department of Health and Human Services. 2022.
National Health Survey Findings. Washington, DC: Government Printing
Office.



Films and Videos

Citing visual media involves identifying the director, title, production
company, and year. For documentaries, the narrator or primary subjects might
also be included.

e Film: Director, First Name Last Name, dir. Year. Title of Film.
Production Company.

e Example: Nolan, Christopher, dir. 2010. Inception. Warner Bros.
Pictures.

e Online Video: Creator Last Name, First Name, or Name of Organization.
Year. "Title of Video." Platform Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

e Example: TED. 2015. "Your Body Language May Be Holding You Back."
YouTube. Accessed March 10, 2024.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ks- Mh1QhMc.

Interviews

For interviews, whether published or conducted personally, it's important to
note the interviewee, the interviewer (if applicable), the date, and the
context of the interview.

e Personal Interview: Interviewee Last Name, First Name. Year. Personal
interview by Interviewer First Name Last Name. Month Day.

e Example: Curie, Marie. 1910. Personal interview by Pierre Dubois.
November 5.

e Published Interview: Interviewee Last Name, First Name. Year. Interview
by Interviewer First Name Last Name. Publication Title, Month Day.

e Example: Einstein, Albert. 1950. Interview by George Harrison. Life
Magazine, April 10.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style
Author-Date Bibliographies

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago



notes-bibliography and author-date?

A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented. In notes-
bibliography, extensive footnotes or endnotes are used for citations, with a
bibliography at the end. In author-date, brief parenthetical citations are
used within the text, referencing a more detailed bibliography at the end.

Q: Is the publication date always included in the
in-text citation?

A: Yes, in the Chicago author-date system, the publication year is always a
mandatory component of the in-text citation to distinguish between different
works by the same author published in different years.

Q: Do I need to include the URL for all online
sources in the bibliography?

A: Generally, yes, for web pages and online articles, the URL is included in
the bibliography entry to allow readers to access the source directly.
However, for sources accessed through academic databases with stable DOIs or
permalinks, those are often preferred or used in addition to the URL.

Q: How do I format the bibliography entries if I
have more than three authors?

A: For sources with more than three authors, you list the first author's name
(last name, first name) followed by "et al." in both the in-text citation and
the bibliography entry.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a chapter in an
edited book in Chicago style author-date?

A: For a chapter in an edited book, the entry typically includes the chapter
author(s), the chapter title, the editor(s) of the book, the book title, the
publication information (city, publisher), and the page range of the chapter.
The format is: Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Chapter Title."
In Book Title, edited by Editor First Name Last Name, Page numbers. City of
Publication: Publisher.

Q: Can I use page numbers for paraphrased material
in Chicago author-date?

A: While page numbers are mandatory for direct quotations, they are generally
optional for paraphrased or summarized material in the Chicago author-date
system. However, including them can be helpful for longer works or when



referring to a specific section of text.
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