chicago style author date bibliography
examples for books

The Chicago Manual of Style Author-Date system is a widely adopted citation
method, particularly valued in the social sciences and natural sciences.
Understanding how to correctly format your bibliography entries for books is
crucial for academic integrity and clear communication. This comprehensive
guide will break down the nuances of creating accurate Chicago style author-
date bibliography examples for books, covering various common scenarios. We
will explore the fundamental elements of a book citation, delve into specific
examples for different types of books, and address common challenges that
writers encounter when compiling their bibliographies. Mastering these
examples will ensure your research is properly attributed and your
bibliography is both accurate and professional.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Core Components of a Chicago Style Book Citation
Chicago Style Author-Date Bibliography Examples for Standard Books
Citing Edited Books in Chicago Style Author-Date

Citing Books with Multiple Authors or Editors

Citing Translated Books

Citing Books with No Author or Editor

Citing Chapters in Edited Books

Citing E-books and Online Books

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style Author-Date Bibliography
Examples for Books

Understanding the Core Components of a Chicago
Style Book Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) Author-Date system requires specific
information for each source to be included in the bibliography. For books,
the essential elements are designed to allow readers to easily locate the
original source. These core components ensure that all necessary details are
present for proper identification and retrieval.

The primary components of a Chicago style author-date bibliography entry for
a book are the author(s) or editor(s), the publication year, the title, and
the publication information. Each of these elements plays a distinct role in
identifying the work. The author's name provides the primary identifier,
while the publication year situates the work chronologically. The title
clearly names the specific book being referenced, and the publication
details—publisher and location-help pinpoint the physical or digital edition.

It is important to remember that the author-date system, unlike the notes-



bibliography system, places the year of publication immediately after the
author's name. This immediate placement is a defining characteristic and a
key difference that aids in quick source identification for readers familiar
with this method. Consistency in formatting these elements is paramount for a
professional and credible bibliography.

Chicago Style Author-Date Bibliography Examples
for Standard Books

The most common type of book citation involves a single author. The format
for a standard book with one author in the Chicago style author-date system
is straightforward but requires precision. The author's last name comes
first, followed by a comma, then their first name, and finally a period. The
year of publication is enclosed in parentheses, followed by a period. The
title of the book is italicized, followed by a period. The city of
publication and the publisher's name are then provided, separated by a colon,
and the entry concludes with a period.

For instance, if you are citing a book by Jane Smith published in 2020 by
University Press in Chicago, the entry would look like this: Smith, Jane.
2020. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University Press.

When citing multiple editions of the same book, always use the edition you
consulted. If there isn't a specific edition number provided, assume it 1is
the first edition. However, if a specific edition is available, such as a
revised edition or a second edition, you should include this information
after the title, before the publication details.

Variations for Multiple Editions

If a book has gone through several revisions and you are using a specific
edition other than the first, you must indicate this clearly. This helps
readers understand which version of the text you are referencing, as content
can significantly differ between editions. The edition number is typically
placed after the italicized title.

Example for a second edition:

e Doe, John. 2018. Advanced Research Techniques. 2nd ed. New York:
Academic Publishers.

This clear indication ensures that your citation accurately reflects the



source material you used and allows readers to find the exact edition if they
wish to consult it themselves.

Citing Edited Books in Chicago Style Author-
Date

When a book is compiled and edited by one or more individuals, the citation
format shifts to reflect their role. Instead of the author's name appearing
first, the editor's name(s) take precedence. The editor's name is followed by
"ed." for a single editor or "eds." for multiple editors, enclosed in
parentheses.

The structure for a single editor is as follows: Editor's Last Name, First
Name, ed. (Year). Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

For a book edited by Sarah Miller, published in 2021 by a publisher in
London:

e Miller, Sarah, ed. 2021. Contemporary Literary Criticism. London:
Blackwell Publishing.

It's crucial to distinguish between the editor of the entire volume and the
author of a specific chapter within that volume. The bibliography entry for
an edited book refers to the book as a whole, credited to its editor(s).

Citing Books with Multiple Authors or Editors

Handling books with more than one author or editor requires adherence to
specific conventions in the Chicago style author-date system. For books with
two or three authors, list all authors in the bibliography entry. The first
author is listed with their last name first, followed by a comma, then their
first name. Subsequent authors are listed with their first name followed by
their last name.

For books with four or more authors, the convention is to list only the first
author's name, followed by "et al." This abbreviation, meaning "and others,"
saves space and simplifies the citation when dealing with extensive author
lists.



Books with Two or Three Authors

Consider a book written by Alex Johnson and Maria Garcia, published in 2019:

e Johnson, Alex, and Maria Garcia. 2019. The Science of Climate Change.
Boston: Global Science Press.

Books with Four or More Authors

If a book has authors John Davis, Emily White, Robert Green, and Susan Brown,
published in 2022:

e Davis, John, et al. 2022. Urban Planning Principles. Chicago: Cityscape
Publishers.

This systematic approach ensures that even with complex authorship, the
bibliography remains clear and manageable.

Citing Translated Books

When referencing a book that has been translated from another language, the
Chicago style author-date system requires you to include both the original
author and the translator. The primary entry in the bibliography still
focuses on the original author, but the translator's contribution is
acknowledged.

The format typically includes the original author's name, the publication
year of the translated edition, the translated title, the translator's name
(often introduced with "trans."), and then the publication information.

For a work originally by a foreign author, translated by an English-speaking
translator:

e Foucault, Michel. 2010. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison.
Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books.

It is important to note that the year cited is the publication year of the
specific translated edition you are using, not the original publication year
of the work in its original language. This ensures readers can locate the



exact version you consulted.

Citing Books with No Author or Editor

In situations where a book lacks a named author or editor, the Chicago style
author-date system requires you to begin the citation with the title of the
book. The title of the book then functions as the primary identifier, taking
the place of the author's name. The rest of the citation follows the standard
format, including the publication year, publisher, and publication location.

When a work has a corporate author, such as an organization or government
agency, the name of the organization is used as the author. Treat the
corporate body as the author if no individual author is identified.

Example for a book with no author:

e The Encyclopedia of World History. 2005. New York: Oxford University
Press.

This approach ensures that all referenced works, even those without
individual authors, can be properly cited and located within your
bibliography.

Citing Chapters in Edited Books

Citing a specific chapter within a larger edited volume requires a slightly
different format to distinguish the chapter's author from the book's editor.
The entry typically starts with the chapter author's name, followed by the
chapter title, and then information about the edited book it is part of.

The structure involves the chapter author's name, the chapter title in
quotation marks, followed by "in," the editor's name (with "ed." or "eds."),
the italicized title of the book, the page numbers for the chapter, and
finally the publication information for the book.

Example for a chapter in an edited book:

e Adams, Robert. 2015. "The Impact of Industrialization." In Economic
Transformations: Essays on Modern History, edited by Sarah Chen, 45-67.
London: Historical Publications.



This format clearly attributes the specific content to its author while also
providing the context of the larger work from which it is drawn, making it
easy for readers to find the exact source material.

Citing E-books and Online Books

The citation of e-books and online books in the Chicago style author-date
system follows the general principles of book citations but includes
additional information to facilitate access to the digital version. While the
core elements remain the same, the inclusion of a DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) or a URL is often necessary.

If a DOI is available, it is the preferred method for citing online resources
as it provides a stable link to the content. If no DOI is available, a URL
can be used, but it's important to ensure the link is stable and directly
accessible.

Example of an e-book with a DOI:

e Thompson, Emily. 2022. Digital Nomads Handbook. New York: TechPress.
https://doi.org/10.1000/xyz123.

If no DOI is available, and you are citing from a website or an online
repository, include the URL. It is generally recommended to provide the date
you accessed the material if the content is likely to change, although this
is more critical for websites than for stable e-book formats.

Example of an e-book without a DOI, accessed online:

e Williams, David. 2019. The Art of Persuasion. London: Insight
Publishing. https://www.insightpublishing.com/persuasion.

The inclusion of these digital identifiers is vital for helping your readers
locate and verify the electronic versions of the books you have cited.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the Chicago
Author-Date and Notes-Bibliography systems for
books?

A: The primary difference lies in the placement of the publication year and



how sources are cited within the text. In the Author-Date system, the year
immediately follows the author's name in the bibliography and is used in
parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year, Page). In the Notes-
Bibliography system, the bibliography entry is ordered differently, and
sources are cited in the text using footnotes or endnotes.

Q: How do I format the author's name for a
bibliography entry in Chicago style author-date?

A: For a single author, list the last name first, followed by a comma, and
then the first name (e.g., Smith, John.). For multiple authors, list the
first author with their last name first, and subsequent authors with their
first name first (e.g., Smith, John, and Jane Doe.). For four or more
authors, list the first author followed by "et al." (e.g., Smith, John, et
al.).

Q: What information must be included in a Chicago
style author-date bibliography entry for a book?

A: The essential components for a book entry include the author(s) or
editor(s), the year of publication, the full title of the book (italicized),
and the publication information (city of publication and publisher's name).

Q: If a book has an introduction written by someone
other than the main author, how is it cited?

A: If you are citing the entire book, you cite it under the main author's
name. If you are specifically referencing the introduction, you would cite it
by the introducer's name, with "Introduction" as the title, and then follow
with the publication details of the book, including the original author and
the page numbers of the introduction.

Q: Should I include the publisher's location if it's
not a major city?

A: Yes, you should generally include the city of publication as provided on
the book's copyright page. If multiple cities are listed, use the first one.
If the city is not well-known, you may include the state or country to
provide further clarity, especially for international publications.

Q: How do I cite a book that has no publication
date?

A: If a book lacks a publication date, you should use the abbreviation "n.d."



(no date) in place of the publication year. For example: Author, Last Name.
n.d. Title of Book. City: Publisher.

Q: What is the purpose of the italicized title in
Chicago style book citations?

A: The italicized title clearly distinguishes the work being referenced as a
book. This is a standard convention in many citation styles to differentiate
book titles from titles of articles, chapters, or other shorter works.

Q: Can I use "Ibid." in a Chicago style author-date
bibliography?

A: No, the abbreviation "Ibid." is typically used in the Notes-Bibliography
system for consecutive citations of the same source within footnotes or
endnotes. It is not used in the bibliography itself, which lists each source
individually and completely.
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