chicago notes bibliography examples
website

Understanding Chicago Style Citation for
Websites

chicago notes bibliography examples website are crucial for academic
integrity and proper scholarly communication. When citing online resources,
adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) ensures that your readers can
easily locate the sources you've referenced, whether they are academic
articles, blog posts, news reports, or multimedia content. Navigating the
nuances of Chicago style for websites can sometimes feel complex, given the
variety of online content formats and the specific details required for
accurate citation. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process,
providing clear examples and explanations for both footnote/endnote citations
and the bibliography entries. We will explore the essential components of a
Chicago style website citation, discuss common variations and challenges, and
offer practical advice for creating precise and compliant citations.
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The Fundamentals of Chicago Style Website
Citations

Chicago style, also known as the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system, requires two
distinct forms of citation: a note (either a footnote or an endnote) for the
first instance of a source and subsequent shortened notes for repeated
citations, and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of your work. For
websites, these citations must capture enough information to allow readers to



retrieve the exact online material. This includes the author (if known), the
title of the specific page or article, the name of the overall website, the
publication or last updated date, and crucially, the URL. If a publication
date is unavailable, the access date becomes essential.

The core principle behind Chicago style is to provide clarity and
verifiability. For digital sources, this means accounting for the dynamic
nature of the internet. Unlike print sources with fixed publication details,
websites can be updated or removed entirely. Therefore, capturing the most
precise publication or last modified date, and sometimes the access date, is
vital for ensuring the citation's relevance and the source's traceability.
Understanding the difference between the author of a specific article and the
publisher of the website itself is also a key component in constructing
accurate citations.

Author and Title Identification

The first step in citing any website is to identify the author and the
specific title of the content you are referencing. This could be an
individual author's name, a corporate author (like an organization or
government agency), or sometimes no author is clearly listed. Similarly, the
title will refer to the specific article, blog post, or page you are drawing
information from. If no author is apparent, the citation will begin with the
title of the work. This consistent approach ensures that regardless of the
source's structure, the reader can pinpoint the original information.

Website Name and Publisher

Distinguishing between the title of the specific page and the name of the
overarching website is critical. For instance, if you are citing an article
from The New York Times website, "The New York Times" is the website name,
while the specific headline of the article is its title. In many cases, the
website name and the publisher are the same entity. However, sometimes a
website might host content from different publishers, making it important to
identify the immediate publisher of the online material.

Publication Date and Access Date

The publication date or the last modified date of a webpage is highly
important. If this information is readily available, it should be included.
However, many websites do not clearly display this. In such instances, the
date you accessed the website becomes a mandatory element of the citation.
This is particularly true for online encyclopedias, news articles that might
be updated frequently, or any content that is not static. The access date



helps readers understand when the information was current from your
perspective.

Chicago Style Footnotes/Endnotes for Websites

Footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style provide immediate citation
information within the text, typically appearing at the bottom of the page
(footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes). For websites, these
notes aim for conciseness while still providing enough detail for
identification. The first time a source is cited, the note will be complete.
Subsequent citations of the same source will use a shortened form.

First Footnote/Endnote Example

When citing a website for the first time, the note should include the
author’s first and last name, the title of the specific page or article in
guotation marks, the name of the website in italics, the publication date (if
available, in month day, year format), and the URL. If the author is unknown,
the citation begins with the title of the page. If no publication date is
available, you can note the access date using "accessed [month day, year]".

For example:

1. Sarah Johnson, "The Future of Renewable Energy," EcoWatch, October 15,
2023, https://www.ecowatch.com/renewable-energy-future.html.

If no author is listed:

1. "Understanding Climate Change Impacts," National Geographic, accessed
November 20, 2023,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change-explained.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Example

After the first full citation, subsequent notes for the same source become
significantly shorter. They typically include the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title (if it’s lengthy), and the page number if
applicable (though less common for websites unless it’s a paginated PDF). If
there's no author, you would use the shortened title and the website name.

For example:
2. Johnson, "Future of Renewable Energy."
If no author is listed:

2. "Climate Change Impacts," National Geographic.



Website with Corporate Author

When a website is attributed to an organization or institution rather than an
individual, the organization’s name functions as the author. This applies to
both the initial and subsequent notes.

For example (first note):

3. World Health Organization, "Global Health Trends 2023," November 5, 2023,
https://www.who.int/publications/global-health-trends-2023.

For example (subsequent note):
4. World Health Organization, "Global Health Trends 2023."

Chicago Style Bibliography Entries for Websites

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in your work,

presented at the end of the document. Bibliography entries for websites are

generally more complete than the first footnote/endnote, including the same

core information but often presented slightly differently, with the author's
last name first, and with publication information more directly integrated.

The overall goal remains to enable readers to find your sources easily.

Bibliography Entry Structure

A standard Chicago style bibliography entry for a website includes: Author’s
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Specific Page or Article." Name of Website.
Publication Date (if available). Access Date (if publication date is
unavailable or for dynamic content). URL. Note that unlike footnotes, the
author’s name is inverted in the bibliography. Publication dates are usually
formatted as Month Day, Year, and the URL is provided without any preceding
punctuation like "accessed" or "retrieved from" unless it is the only date
information available.

Standard Website Bibliography Example

Here is an example of a standard bibliography entry for a website article:

Johnson, Sarah. "The Future of Renewable Energy." EcoWatch. October 15, 2023.
https://www.ecowatch.com/renewable-energy-future.html.



Bibliography Example with No Author

If no author is readily apparent, the entry begins with the title of the page
or article. The website name follows, and then the publication date and URL.

National Geographic. "Understanding Climate Change Impacts." Accessed
November 20, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change-explained.

Note: When an access date is used because a publication date is missing, it's
generally placed before the URL.

Bibliography Entry for a Corporate Author

When an organization is the author, its name appears at the beginning of the
entry. The format otherwise remains consistent.

World Health Organization. "Global Health Trends 2023." November 5, 2023.
https://www.who.int/publications/global-health-trends-2023.

Bibliography Entry for a Page with Only Access Date

In cases where no author and no publication date are available, the entry
will primarily rely on the title and the access date. This highlights the
dynamic nature of such sources.

Example:

"Emergency Preparedness Guidelines." FEMA. Accessed December 1, 2023.
https://www. fema.gov/emergency-guidelines.

Common Website Citation Scenarios and Examples

The internet hosts a vast array of content types, and citing them correctly
in Chicago style requires attention to detail for each specific format.
Understanding these common scenarios helps ensure accuracy and consistency
throughout your academic work.

Blog Posts

Blog posts are frequently cited. The key is to identify the author of the
post, the title of the post, the name of the blog, and the publication date.
If the blog is part of a larger website, include the larger website's name as
well.



Footnote/Endnote Example:

5. Mark Smith, "Tips for Productive Remote Work," The Tech Blog, March 10,
2024, https://www.thetechblog.com/remote-work-tips.

Bibliography Example:

Smith, Mark. "Tips for Productive Remote Work." The Tech Blog. March 10,
2024. https://www.thetechblog.com/remote-work-tips.

Online News Articles

Citing online news articles involves similar elements: author, article title,
newspaper or news website name, publication date, and URL. Be mindful if the
article has been updated since its initial publication, and note that if the
article is behind a paywall, it’s good practice to mention that if it affects
accessibility.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

6. Emily Carter, "City Council Approves New Zoning Laws," Chicago Tribune
Online, April 5, 2024,
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/city-council-zoning.

Bibliography Example:

Carter, Emily. "City Council Approves New Zoning Laws." Chicago Tribune
Online. April 5, 2024.
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/city-council-zoning.

Wikipedia and Other Online Encyclopedias

When citing collaborative online encyclopedias like Wikipedia, it's important
to acknowledge that the content can change. The Chicago Manual of Style
generally recommends citing the specific version of the page you consulted,
including the last accessed date. Author is usually omitted unless a specific
contributor is clearly identified as the primary author of a section.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

7. "Eukaryotic Cell," Wikipedia, last modified March 1, 2024, accessed March
15, 2024, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eukaryotic cell.

Bibliography Example:

Eukaryotic Cell. Wikipedia. Last modified March 1, 2024. Accessed March 15,
2024. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eukaryotic cell.

Government and Organizational Websites

For reports or pages published by government agencies or non-profit



organizations, the organization itself typically serves as the author.
Include the specific report title or page title, the organization's name, the
publication date, and the URL.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

8. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, "Report on Air Quality Standards,"
June 20, 2023, https://www.epa.gov/air-quality/air-quality-standards-report.

Bibliography Example:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Report on Air Quality Standards." June
20, 2023. https://www.epa.gov/air-quality/air-quality-standards-report.

Tips for Accurate Chicago Style Website
Citation

Achieving accuracy in Chicago style website citations requires diligent
practice and attention to detail. Employing a systematic approach can prevent
common errors and ensure your citations are consistently formatted.

e Verify A1l Information: Before citing, meticulously check the website
for author names, publication dates, and the exact title of the content.
If any information is missing, carefully note that and use the access
date as appropriate.

e Use a Style Guide or Manual: The Chicago Manual of Style itself is the
definitive resource. For quick reference, reputable online guides that
specifically address CMOS are invaluable.

e Be Consistent: Maintain a consistent format throughout your notes and
bibliography. If you cite a particular element one way, continue to use
that style for all similar sources.

e Distinguish Between Page Title and Website Name: Always differentiate
between the specific article or page you are referencing and the broader
website it belongs to. This is a common point of confusion.

e Consider the URL's Permanence: While URLs are essential, remember that
web pages can disappear. If you're citing something particularly crucial
and potentially ephemeral, consider archiving it or noting its potential
instability.

e Cite What You See: Don't infer information. If a publication date isn't
present, don't guess. Use the access date.

By adhering to these principles and utilizing the provided examples, you can



confidently cite a wide range of online resources using Chicago style,
thereby strengthening the credibility and scholarly rigor of your work.

FAQ

Q: What is the most crucial element to include when
citing a website in Chicago style if no publication
date is available?

A: If no publication date is available for a website, the most crucial
element to include is the access date, indicating when you viewed the
content. This helps readers understand the timeliness of the information
presented.

Q: How do I cite a website where an organization is
listed as the author instead of an individual?

A: When an organization is the author, you list the organization's name in
place of an individual's name. For example, in the bibliography, it would
appear as "Organization Name. 'Title of Page.'" followed by other relevant
details.

Q: Should I include the full URL in Chicago style
footnotes/endnotes for websites?

A: Yes, for the first footnote or endnote referencing a website, the full URL
should be included. For subsequent notes referencing the same source, a
shortened format is used, typically without the URL unless it's essential for
clarity.

Q: What is the difference in formatting between a
Chicago style footnote/endnote for a website and a
bibliography entry for the same website?

A: The primary differences are the author's name order (first name last name
in notes, last name first name in bibliography), the punctuation between
elements, and the level of detail in subsequent notes compared to the
bibliography entry. The bibliography entry is generally more comprehensive.

Q: How do I cite a website that has been updated



multiple times?

A: If a website has been updated, Chicago style recommends noting the last
modified date if it is clearly indicated. If not, you would use the access
date, and potentially mention that the content may have been updated since
its initial publication if relevant.

Q: Do I need to include "retrieved from" before the
URL in my Chicago style website citations?

A: In Chicago style, you generally do not need to include "retrieved from"
before the URL in bibliography entries unless you are using an access date
because a publication date is absent. For footnotes/endnotes, it is also
typically omitted.

Q: How should I cite a video found on a website like
YouTube in Chicago style?

A: To cite a video on a website like YouTube, you would include the
uploader's name (if different from the creator of the video content), the
title of the video in quotation marks, the website name (e.g., YouTube), the
publication or upload date, and the URL. The organization or individual
responsible for the content is prioritized as the author.
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