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chicago notes bibliography examples dissertation is a crucial element for academic integrity
and scholarly communication, particularly for doctoral candidates. Mastering the Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) for both notes (footnotes or endnotes) and bibliography entries is paramount for
presenting research in a clear, consistent, and professional manner. This guide will delve into the
intricacies of creating accurate Chicago-style citations for a dissertation, covering common source
types and providing practical examples to ensure your bibliography is both comprehensive and
compliant. We will explore the fundamental differences between notes and bibliography entries,
discuss the importance of consistency, and offer detailed breakdowns of how to cite various
materials, from books and journal articles to online resources and dissertations. Understanding
these nuances will not only help you avoid common citation pitfalls but also elevate the credibility
and polish of your doctoral work.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes vs. Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. For most humanities disciplines and many social sciences, the Notes
and Bibliography system, which is the focus of this discussion on chicago notes bibliography
examples dissertation, is preferred. This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources within the text and a separate bibliography at the end of the work that lists all sources cited.
The key distinction lies in their purpose and format. Notes provide the immediate reference for a
specific piece of information, offering complete citation details on the first mention and shortened
versions for subsequent citations. The bibliography, on the other hand, provides a consolidated,
alphabetized list of all works referenced, allowing readers to easily locate and consult the original
sources. Understanding this dual structure is foundational for effective citation management in a
dissertation.

The notes in the Chicago system are typically numbered consecutively throughout the manuscript,
with each number corresponding to a source. The first time a source is cited, the note will contain
full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source in the notes can be
shortened, often including the author's last name, a shortened title, and a page number. The
bibliography entry, however, is always a complete bibliographic record, presented in alphabetical
order by author's last name. While the information in notes and bibliography entries is similar, the
order of elements and punctuation often differ. For instance, author names are typically presented
as first name, last name in notes, but as last name, first name in the bibliography to facilitate
alphabetization. Precision in both is crucial for maintaining academic rigor in your dissertation.

General Principles for Chicago Style Citations

Adhering to general principles ensures consistency and clarity across your chicago notes
bibliography examples dissertation. Regardless of the source type, certain elements remain
constant. Punctuation is critical; commas, periods, and parentheses all play specific roles in
distinguishing elements of a citation. For instance, a period typically follows the author's name and
the title in a bibliography entry, while commas often separate publication details. Pay close attention
to capitalization rules for titles; typically, major words are capitalized in titles of books and articles.
The order of information is also prescribed: author, title, publication details (place, publisher, year
for books; journal title, volume, issue, year for articles), and page numbers where applicable.

Consistency is paramount when constructing your chicago notes bibliography examples dissertation.
Once you establish a format for a particular source type, apply it uniformly throughout your work.
This applies not only to the specific punctuation and capitalization but also to the level of detail. For
example, if you include the publisher's city for books, do so for all book citations. Similarly, if you are
citing a website, ensure you consistently include the access date. The Chicago Manual of Style
emphasizes that clarity and ease of use for the reader are the ultimate goals of any citation system.
Therefore, striving for accuracy and uniformity in your notes and bibliography will significantly
enhance the professional presentation of your dissertation.



Citing Books in Chicago Style: Notes and Bibliography
Examples

Citing books is a fundamental skill for any researcher working with chicago notes bibliography
examples dissertation. The structure for book citations in notes and bibliographies differs slightly
but conveys the same essential information. For a note, the author's name appears in first name, last
name format, followed by the title in italics. Publication information includes the city of publication,
publisher, and year. For a bibliography entry, the author's name is reversed (last name, first name),
and the publication details are typically separated by periods. Page numbers are included in notes to
pinpoint the specific reference, while bibliography entries provide a complete record of the book.

Consider an example for a book. If you are citing a book by John Smith, titled "The History of
Academia," published in Chicago by University Press in 2020, on page 45, your note might look like
this: John Smith, The History of Academia (Chicago: University Press, 2020), 45. The corresponding
bibliography entry would be: Smith, John. The History of Academia. Chicago: University Press, 2020.
For subsequent notes referencing the same book, a shortened version is used, such as: Smith,
History of Academia, 78. This demonstrates the basic format for books, a cornerstone of your
chicago notes bibliography examples dissertation.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style: Notes and
Bibliography Examples

Journal articles are another common source type encountered when developing chicago notes
bibliography examples dissertation. The citation format for journal articles in notes and
bibliographies also follows specific conventions. In notes, the author's name is given as first name,
last name, followed by the article title in quotation marks. The journal title is italicized, and then the
volume number, issue number, year of publication, and specific page range of the article are
provided. For the bibliography, the author's name is reversed (last name, first name), and the
elements are separated by periods, with the page range of the article clearly indicated.

Let's illustrate with an article by Jane Doe, titled "The Evolution of Research Methods," published in
Volume 15, Issue 2 of the Journal of Scholarly Practice in 2021, spanning pages 112-135. In a note,
this would appear as: Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Research Methods," Journal of Scholarly Practice
15, no. 2 (2021): 115. The corresponding bibliography entry would be: Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of
Research Methods." Journal of Scholarly Practice 15, no. 2 (2021): 112-135. Remember to include
specific page numbers in notes for direct references. Mastering these journal article citations is
essential for comprehensive chicago notes bibliography examples dissertation.

Citing Online Resources in Chicago Style: Notes and
Bibliography Examples

In the digital age, citing online resources is an indispensable part of creating effective chicago notes



bibliography examples dissertation. The principles for citing websites, online reports, and other
digital content are similar to those for print materials, but with additional considerations for access
and retrieval. For a note, you will typically include the author (if available), the title of the specific
page or document, the website name, and a URL. Crucially, for online sources, an access date is
often included, especially if the content is subject to change. In the bibliography, the format mirrors
the note, but with the author's name reversed and the URL placed at the end. The access date in the
bibliography entry follows the URL.

Suppose you are citing a webpage titled "Digital Humanities Trends" from the website "Academic
Insights," authored by Emily Carter, accessed on October 26, 2023, and found at
example.com/digital-humanities. The note would be: Emily Carter, "Digital Humanities Trends,"
Academic Insights, accessed October 26, 2023, example.com/digital-humanities. The bibliography
entry would be: Carter, Emily. "Digital Humanities Trends." Academic Insights. Accessed October
26, 2023. example.com/digital-humanities. It is vital to include the full URL for online sources to
ensure readers can locate the material. This attention to detail is a hallmark of well-crafted chicago
notes bibliography examples dissertation.

Citing Dissertations and Theses in Chicago Style

Citing your own or others' dissertations and theses is a critical component of academic scholarship
and will feature prominently in your chicago notes bibliography examples dissertation. The format
for citing dissertations generally follows that of books, with specific additions to identify the nature
of the work and its institution of origin. For a note, you will typically include the author's name, the
title of the dissertation in italics, the degree obtained (e.g., PhD dissertation, MA thesis), the
department and university, and the year of completion. If citing a published version or a database
record, those details would be included.

For a bibliography entry of a dissertation, the author's name is reversed. The title remains italicized,
followed by the description of the degree, the university, and the year. For example, if you are citing
your own dissertation, "A Study of Linguistic Variation," completed as a PhD dissertation at the
University of Chicago in 2024, the bibliography entry would be: [Your Last Name], [Your First
Name]. "A Study of Linguistic Variation." PhD dissertation, University of Chicago, 2024. If citing a
database record, such as ProQuest, you would include that information as well. Accurately
representing dissertations and theses is a key aspect of demonstrating your engagement with the
scholarly conversation and providing a robust chicago notes bibliography examples dissertation.

Formatting Your Chicago Style Bibliography

The formatting of your bibliography is as important as the accuracy of its entries for your chicago
notes bibliography examples dissertation. The bibliography should appear at the end of your
dissertation, typically on a new page, and be titled "Bibliography." Entries are arranged
alphabetically by the author's last name. Double-spacing is generally recommended for bibliography
entries, with a single space between individual entries. A hanging indent is also a standard
convention: the first line of each entry is flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines are
indented. This formatting helps to visually distinguish individual entries and improves readability.



Beyond the standard alphabetization and spacing, consider the consistency of your data. Ensure that
all titles are italicized correctly, article titles are in quotation marks, and punctuation is used
according to CMOS guidelines. The order of elements within each entry—author, title, publication
details, page numbers—must be maintained. For example, for books, it's author, title, place of
publication, publisher, year. For articles, it's author, "article title," journal title, volume, issue, year,
page range. Adhering to these formatting rules for your chicago notes bibliography examples
dissertation not only demonstrates attention to detail but also facilitates the reader's ability to
navigate and utilize your sources effectively.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style Citations

Navigating the nuances of chicago notes bibliography examples dissertation can lead to certain
common errors if not approached with diligence. One frequent pitfall is inconsistency in formatting.
For example, failing to capitalize titles correctly, using inconsistent punctuation, or varying the
order of citation elements can create a disjointed bibliography. Another common issue is the
incorrect reversal of author names in the bibliography or the failure to reverse them in notes when
that system is used. Ensuring that every source is cited both in the notes and the bibliography is also
critical; missing citations or including sources not referenced can undermine the credibility of your
work.

Furthermore, imprecise page numbering is a recurring problem, especially with online sources or
when citing entire works. Always provide the most specific page number(s) for direct quotations or
paraphrased ideas. For online resources, failing to include a stable URL or an access date can make
it difficult for readers to locate the source. Overlooking the specific formatting requirements for
different source types, such as distinguishing between a book chapter and a standalone book, or a
journal article and a newspaper article, also leads to errors. Diligent proofreading and cross-
referencing with the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style are essential steps to avoid these
common pitfalls in your chicago notes bibliography examples dissertation.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago style
footnote and a bibliography entry for a book?

A: The primary difference lies in the order of elements and punctuation. In a footnote, the author's
name is typically given as first name, last name, and publication details are enclosed in parentheses.
In a bibliography entry, the author's name is reversed (last name, first name), and publication details
are separated by periods.

Q: How do I cite a website that has no author listed in Chicago
style?

A: If a website has no author, you generally start the citation with the title of the specific page or



document. Follow this with the website name, and then the URL and access date.

Q: Should I use footnotes or endnotes in my Chicago style
dissertation?

A: Both footnotes and endnotes are acceptable in Chicago style. The choice often depends on the
requirements of your department or university. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where
the reference occurs, while endnotes are collected at the end of the chapter or document.

Q: What is a hanging indent and why is it used in Chicago
style bibliographies?

A: A hanging indent is a formatting style where the first line of a citation is flush with the left
margin, and all subsequent lines are indented. This makes it easier for readers to distinguish
between individual entries in a bibliography and find the author's name quickly.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found cited within another
source in my Chicago style dissertation?

A: This is called citing an indirect source. In your note, you would mention the original source and
state that you found it in the secondary source, providing the page number from the secondary
source. Your bibliography would only list the secondary source that you actually consulted. For
example: "Quoted in John Smith, The History of Academia (Chicago: University Press, 2020), 55,
citing Jane Doe, Original Work (Publisher, Year)." The bibliography would only list Smith.

Q: When do I need to include a DOI for journal articles in
Chicago style?

A: You should include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) for journal articles whenever available,
particularly for online articles. It serves as a stable, persistent link to the article and is usually
placed at the end of the citation.

Q: What is the recommended way to cite a chapter in an edited
book in Chicago style?

A: For a note: Author of Chapter, "Title of Chapter," in Title of Book, ed. Editor's Name(s) (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year), page numbers of chapter. For the bibliography: Author of Chapter.
"Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by Editor's Name(s), page numbers of chapter. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in Chicago style notes



and bibliography entries?

A: For two authors, list both in notes and bibliography, separated by "and." For three or more
authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." (and others) in both notes and bibliography.
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