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Chicago Notes and Bibliography Citation Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago notes and bibliography citation examples are essential for academic integrity and clear
communication in scholarly writing. This comprehensive guide will demystify the Chicago Manual of
Style's approach to citing sources, distinguishing between the Notes-Bibliography system and the
Author-Date system, and providing detailed examples for various source types. Whether you're a
student, researcher, or professional, understanding these citation nuances is crucial for accurately
crediting your sources and enabling your readers to locate them. We will explore the fundamental
principles of in-text citations (footnotes and endnotes) and the full bibliographic entries, covering
common sources like books, journal articles, websites, and more. Mastering these chicago notes
and bibliography citation examples will elevate the credibility and clarity of your work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers recommendations on
writing, editing, and formatting. It presents two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. While both aim to achieve accuracy and clarity, they differ in
how sources are referenced within the text and in the final bibliography. This article focuses
exclusively on the Notes-Bibliography system, which is prevalent in humanities disciplines such as
literature, history, and art history. Understanding the underlying philosophy of CMOS—emphasizing
clarity, consistency, and reader accessibility—is the first step to mastering its citation conventions.

The CMOS is updated periodically, so it's always advisable to consult the latest edition for the most
current guidelines. However, the core principles of the Notes-Bibliography system remain consistent,
making this guide a valuable resource for many years to come. Adhering to these guidelines ensures
that your readers can easily distinguish between your original ideas and the information you've drawn
from external sources.



The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The Notes-Bibliography system, as its name suggests, comprises two interconnected components:
notes (which appear as footnotes or endnotes) and a bibliography. In-text citations are handled
through numbered notes, corresponding to a superscript number placed within the text. These notes
provide immediate citation information or additional commentary. The bibliography, appearing at the
end of the work, offers a comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited. The key advantage of
this system is its ability to offer detailed notes without interrupting the flow of the main text, allowing
for extensive explanations or tangential discussions.

The distinction between a footnote and an endnote is purely a matter of placement. Footnotes appear
at the bottom of the page on which the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of
the document, chapter, or book. For most academic papers, either is acceptable, but consistency
within a single work is paramount. The Notes-Bibliography system is particularly useful for scholars
who need to include substantial explanatory material alongside their citations.

Footnotes and Endnotes: In-Text Citations

In the Notes-Bibliography system, every piece of information or idea that is not common knowledge
and has been derived from an external source must be followed by a superscript Arabic numeral. This
numeral acts as a reference point, linking the reader to a corresponding note. The first time a source
is cited, the note will contain full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source
can be shortened, typically using the author's last name and a page number, or even a shortened title
if multiple works by the same author are used.

The purpose of these notes extends beyond mere citation; they can also be used to provide additional
context, definitions, or even engage in a brief scholarly debate without derailing the main argument.
This flexibility makes the Notes-Bibliography system a powerful tool for detailed scholarly exposition.

First Reference in a Note

When citing a source for the very first time, the note should include comprehensive details that allow
the reader to identify and locate the source. This typically includes the author's full name, the title of
the work (italicized for books and articles, or in quotation marks for shorter pieces like chapters),
publication details (city of publication, publisher, and year for books; journal title, volume, issue, and
year for articles), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Subsequent References in a Note

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are abbreviated. The most
common method is to use the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page
number(s). For example, if a book by Jane Doe titled "The History of Citation" was cited previously, a
subsequent note might read: Doe, "History of Citation," 45. If multiple works by the same author are
cited, including a shortened title is essential to avoid confusion.



Bibliographic Entries: Full Source Information

The bibliography, or "Works Cited" (in some contexts), is a list of all the sources that have been cited
in the notes. It is presented in alphabetical order by the author's last name. Each entry in the
bibliography should provide complete information about the source, enabling readers to find it easily.
While the notes provide immediate citation, the bibliography offers a consolidated, comprehensive
overview of the research materials.

The format for bibliographic entries closely resembles that of the first note, but with some key
differences in punctuation and the order of elements. For instance, author names are typically
inverted (Last Name, First Name) in the bibliography, whereas in notes, they appear in standard
order.

Alphabetical Ordering

A crucial aspect of the bibliography is its alphabetical arrangement. This allows readers to quickly
locate a specific source if they are interested in further research or verification. Entries are
alphabetized by the author's last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first
significant word of the title, excluding articles like "a," "an," and "the."

Consistency in Formatting

Maintaining strict consistency in the formatting of each bibliographic entry is vital. This includes the
use of commas, periods, italics, and quotation marks. Minor deviations can lead to confusion and
detract from the professionalism of your work.

Common Source Type Examples in Chicago Notes and
Bibliography

Accurately citing a wide range of source types is fundamental to academic research. The Chicago
Manual of Style provides specific guidelines for each, ensuring clarity and consistency. Here, we offer
detailed examples for frequently encountered source materials.

Books

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic writing. Whether it's a single-author monograph, an edited
volume, or a chapter within a larger work, the principles remain the same. The key is to provide
sufficient detail for retrieval.



Single-Author Book

Note:
1. Jane Doe, The History of Citation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Bibliography:
Doe, Jane. The History of Citation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Book with Two or Three Authors

Note:
2. John Smith and Alice Johnson, Understanding Academic Writing (New York: Oxford University Press,
2018), 112.

Bibliography:
Smith, John, and Alice Johnson. Understanding Academic Writing. New York: Oxford University Press,
2018.

Edited Book

Note:
3. Maria Garcia, ed., Contemporary Literary Theory (London: Routledge, 2019), 201.

Bibliography:
Garcia, Maria, ed. Contemporary Literary Theory. London: Routledge, 2019.

Chapter in an Edited Book

Note:
4. David Lee, "The Evolution of Citation Styles," in Academic Integrity in the Digital Age, ed. Sarah Kim
(New York: Springer, 2021), 78.

Bibliography:
Lee, David. "The Evolution of Citation Styles." In Academic Integrity in the Digital Age, edited by Sarah
Kim, 65-90. New York: Springer, 2021.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a vital source of current research. Citing them accurately requires including the
journal title, volume, issue, date, and page numbers.

Journal Article with DOI

Note:
5. Emily White, "The Impact of Social Media on Research Dissemination," Journal of Academic



Publishing 15, no. 2 (2022): 56, doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.1234567.

Bibliography:
White, Emily. "The Impact of Social Media on Research Dissemination." Journal of Academic Publishing
15, no. 2 (2022): 50-65. doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.1234567.

Journal Article without DOI (Accessed Online)

Note:
6. Robert Brown, "Historical Perspectives on Citation Practices," Studies in History 25, no. 1 (2020):
33, http://www.studiesinhistory.com/article/123.

Bibliography:
Brown, Robert. "Historical Perspectives on Citation Practices." Studies in History 25, no. 1 (2020):
25-40. http://www.studiesinhistory.com/article/123.

Websites

Websites are ubiquitous in modern research. Citing them correctly involves providing the author (if
known), title of the page or site, the name of the website, the publication or last updated date, and
the URL. It's also good practice to include an access date.

Web Page with Author and Publication Date

Note:
7. "Chicago Style Citation Guide," Purdue Online Writing Lab, updated March 15, 2023,
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_17th_edition/chicago_sample_citation_page
.html.

Bibliography:
"Chicago Style Citation Guide." Purdue Online Writing Lab. Updated March 15, 2023.
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_17th_edition/chicago_sample_citation_page
.html.

Website with No Author or Publication Date

Note:
8. "History of the Internet," Internet Archive Blog, accessed May 10, 2023,
https://blog.archive.org/history/.

Bibliography:
"History of the Internet." Internet Archive Blog. Accessed May 10, 2023.
https://blog.archive.org/history/.



Other Common Sources

Beyond books and articles, researchers frequently consult a variety of other materials, each with its
own citation conventions.

Newspaper Article

Note:
9. Sarah Green, "Local Elections See Record Turnout," Chicago Tribune, November 8, 2022, sec. A, 1.

Bibliography:
Green, Sarah. "Local Elections See Record Turnout." Chicago Tribune, November 8, 2022, sec. A, 1.

Magazine Article

Note:
10. Michael Chang, "The Future of Renewable Energy," Time, October 24, 2022, 34.

Bibliography:
Chang, Michael. "The Future of Renewable Energy." Time, October 24, 2022, 32-35.

Dissertation or Thesis

Note:
11. Emily Carter, "Analyzing the Impact of Digital Archiving on Historical Research" (PhD diss.,
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 2021), 150.

Bibliography:
Carter, Emily. "Analyzing the Impact of Digital Archiving on Historical Research." PhD diss., University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 2021.

Advanced Chicago Citation Considerations

While the examples above cover many common scenarios, the Chicago Manual of Style addresses a
vast array of source types and citation complexities. Understanding these advanced considerations
can help ensure precision in your academic work.

Multiple Works by the Same Author

When citing multiple works by the same author, the bibliography entries are alphabetized by title. In
the notes, after the first full citation, subsequent citations are abbreviated. If you cite multiple works
by the same author, you must include a shortened title in the subsequent notes to distinguish them.
For example, if you cite both The History of Citation and Citation in Practice by Jane Doe, the



subsequent notes might look like this: Doe, History of Citation, 45, and Doe, Citation in Practice, 67.

Citing Corporate Authors or Organizations

When an organization or institution is the author, its name is used in place of an individual author's
name. This applies to both notes and bibliography entries.

Note:
12. American Psychological Association, Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association,
7th ed. (Washington, DC: American Psychological Association, 2020), 88.

Bibliography:
American Psychological Association. Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association.
7th ed. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association, 2020.

Indirect Sources

If you cite a source that was itself quoted or referenced in another source you consulted, you should
cite the original source but indicate that you found it indirectly. This is typically done within the note.

Note:
13. Quoted in John Adams, Revolutions (London: Penguin Books, 2010), 75, as cited by Emily Davis,
The American Revolution (New York: HarperCollins, 2015), 120.

Bibliography:
The bibliography would list only the source you directly consulted (Emily Davis's book in this case),
not the indirect source.

Davis, Emily. The American Revolution. New York: HarperCollins, 2015.

Consistency is Key in Chicago Style

Perhaps the most critical rule in Chicago citation, as in any citation style, is consistency. Once you
choose a format for a particular type of source, adhere to it throughout your entire document. This
includes how you present author names, titles, publication information, and punctuation.
Inconsistency can be distracting to readers and may signal a lack of attention to detail.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is also a matter of consistency. If you opt for footnotes,
all your notes should appear at the bottom of their respective pages. If you choose endnotes, they
should be compiled at the end of the document. Whichever you select, ensure your entire work
follows that format.



Resources for Further Chicago Citation Help

Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style can be challenging, and consulting
authoritative resources is highly recommended. The official Chicago Manual of Style Online is an
invaluable tool, providing answers to a wide range of citation questions and offering searchable
content from the latest edition of the manual. University writing centers and academic style guides
offered by educational institutions are also excellent sources of information and often provide helpful
summaries and examples tailored to common academic disciplines.

When in doubt, always refer back to the official manual or consult with your instructor or editor.
Proper citation is an ongoing learning process, and dedicated attention to it will significantly enhance
the quality and credibility of your scholarly endeavors.

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-Bibliography system
uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, while the Author-Date system uses
parenthetical in-text citations with the author's last name and the year of publication.

Q: When should I use the Notes-Bibliography system versus
the Author-Date system?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred in the humanities (literature, history, art
history), where authors may wish to include extensive notes or commentary. The Author-Date system
is more common in the sciences and social sciences, where quick retrieval of source information is
paramount.

Q: What is the purpose of a bibliography in the Notes-
Bibliography system?
A: The bibliography provides a comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources cited in the notes. It
allows readers to easily identify and locate the full details of every source consulted and referenced in
the text.

Q: How do I abbreviate subsequent citations in Chicago
notes?
A: After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are abbreviated. This
typically involves using the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if citing multiple works
by the same author), and the page number. For example: Doe, History of Citation, 45.



Q: What information is required for citing a website in
Chicago style?
A: For websites, you generally need the author (if known), the title of the specific page or document,
the name of the website, the publication or last updated date, and the URL. Including an access date
is also recommended.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found quoted within another
source (an indirect source) in Chicago notes?
A: When citing an indirect source, you should cite the source you consulted directly but indicate that
the information was obtained indirectly from the original source. This is typically done in the note
itself, for example: Quoted in John Doe, Source A, 50, as cited by Jane Smith, Source B, 100. The
bibliography will only list the source you directly consulted.

Q: Is there a specific order for elements in a Chicago
bibliographic entry?
A: Yes, there is a specific order. Generally, it is Author, Title, Publication Information (place, publisher,
year for books; journal title, volume, issue, year, pages for articles), and DOI or URL if applicable. The
punctuation and formatting vary slightly depending on the source type.

Q: What happens if I have multiple works by the same author
in my bibliography?
A: If you have multiple works by the same author, the bibliography entries are alphabetized by the
title of each work, following the author's name. In the notes, you would use a shortened title to
differentiate between the works.
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