
chicago manual style journal publication

requirements

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a cornerstone for academic and scholarly writing, particularly

within the realm of journal publication. Understanding and meticulously adhering to the Chicago

Manual of Style journal publication requirements is paramount for authors aiming for acceptance and

recognition in their respective fields. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricate details of

CMOS as applied to journal submissions, covering everything from manuscript preparation and citation

practices to formatting nuances and ethical considerations. By mastering these requirements, authors

can significantly enhance the professionalism and credibility of their work, paving the way for

successful publication.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Journals

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive

instructions on grammar, usage, punctuation, and—crucially for academic authors—citation and

manuscript preparation. When it comes to journal publication, adherence to CMOS ensures

consistency, clarity, and scholarly rigor. Many academic journals, especially in the humanities and



social sciences, explicitly require submissions to follow Chicago style, either in its notes-bibliography

system or its author-date system. This standardization is vital for facilitating peer review and for the

overall accessibility of published research.

The primary objective of employing a consistent style guide like Chicago is to present research in a

clear, unambiguous, and professional manner. This allows readers to focus on the content of the

scholarship rather than being distracted by inconsistent formatting or citation practices. Familiarity with

the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style is therefore a prerequisite for authors submitting to

journals that mandate its use. It acts as a universal language for scholarly communication, promoting a

shared understanding of how research should be presented.

Manuscript Preparation and Formatting Guidelines

Preparing your manuscript according to Chicago Manual of Style journal publication requirements

involves a series of specific formatting steps. These guidelines are designed to ensure a professional

and reader-friendly presentation of your work. While individual journals may have minor variations, the

core principles remain consistent. This section will outline the fundamental elements of manuscript

preparation as dictated by CMOS.

General Manuscript Formatting

The foundational elements of manuscript formatting include ensuring legibility and adherence to

standard academic conventions. This typically involves double-spacing the entire manuscript, including

block quotations, notes, and the bibliography. Margins should be generous, usually one inch on all

sides, to allow for reviewer comments. The font should be a standard, readable typeface such as

Times New Roman or Arial, in a 12-point size. Each page should be numbered consecutively, typically

starting with the title page.



Title Page Requirements

A well-formatted title page is the first impression your manuscript makes. According to Chicago Manual

of Style journal publication requirements, the title page should include the full title of the manuscript,

the author's name, their affiliation (university or institution), and contact information. Some journals may

also request a word count or a brief abstract on this page, though abstracts are often requested as a

separate element. Ensure the title is concise and accurately reflects the content of the paper.

Abstract and Keywords

Many journals require an abstract, a brief summary of your research that typically ranges from 150 to

250 words. The abstract should encapsulate the research question, methodology, key findings, and

conclusions. Following the abstract, journals often request a list of keywords that accurately represent

the subject matter of your paper. These keywords help in indexing and categorizing your work, making

it discoverable by other researchers.

Headings and Subheadings

Effective use of headings and subheadings is crucial for organizing your content and guiding the

reader. Chicago style offers guidance on the hierarchy and formatting of these elements. While specific

journal styles can vary, generally, main headings are centered or flush left, with subsequent

subheadings indented and styled consistently. The key is to establish a clear visual hierarchy that

makes the structure of your argument easy to follow.

Tables and Figures

When incorporating tables and figures into your manuscript, specific formatting rules apply to ensure

clarity and consistency. Each table and figure should be numbered sequentially and have a descriptive

title. For tables, the title usually appears above the table, while for figures, it appears below. Ensure

that all data presented in tables is accurate and easily interpretable. Figures should be high-resolution



and clearly labeled, with any necessary captions provided. Referencing tables and figures within the

text should be done by their number.

Citation and Referencing in Chicago Style

The citation and referencing system is arguably the most critical aspect of Chicago Manual of Style

journal publication requirements. Authors must choose between two primary systems: the notes-

bibliography system and the author-date system, and adhere to it consistently throughout their

submission. Understanding the nuances of each system is essential for accurately attributing sources

and building a credible scholarly argument.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system is prevalent in many humanities disciplines. In this system, citations are

provided in two ways: as numbered notes (either footnotes or endnotes) at the end of the manuscript,

and a comprehensive bibliography listing all sources cited. The first citation of a source in the notes

provides full bibliographic information, while subsequent citations are shortened. The bibliography at

the end lists sources alphabetically by author's last name, providing complete publication details for

each.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system is more common in the sciences and social sciences. In this system, in-text

citations consist of the author's last name and the year of publication (e.g., Smith 2020, 15).

Corresponding to these in-text citations is a reference list at the end of the manuscript, which includes

all sources cited, arranged alphabetically by author's last name. This system offers a more streamlined

in-text experience and is often preferred for its conciseness.



Formatting Notes and Bibliographies

Regardless of the chosen system, meticulous attention to detail in formatting notes and bibliographies

is crucial. This includes the correct punctuation, capitalization, and order of elements (author, title,

publication information). For books, this means accurate details like publisher and year; for journal

articles, it involves journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers. Consistency in how titles of books

and articles are presented (e.g., italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles) is also a key

requirement.

Common Citation Scenarios

Chicago Manual of Style journal publication requirements cover a wide array of source types, from

books and journal articles to websites and interviews. For instance, citing a book chapter requires

different information than citing a standalone monograph. Similarly, citing online sources demands

specific attention to URLs and access dates. Consulting the latest edition of CMOS for specific

examples of how to cite various materials is highly recommended.

Citing books

Citing journal articles

Citing book chapters

Citing websites and online resources

Citing interviews and personal communications



Specific Journal Requirements and Variations

While The Chicago Manual of Style provides a robust framework, individual journals often have their

own specific submission guidelines that may modify or supplement CMOS requirements. It is

imperative for authors to consult the "Instructions for Authors" or "Submission Guidelines" section of

the target journal. These guidelines are usually found on the journal's official website and are crucial

for ensuring your manuscript aligns with the journal's editorial preferences and standards.

These journal-specific variations can encompass a range of elements, from preferred citation system to

the length and content of abstracts, the formatting of headings, and even the submission method.

Ignoring these specific instructions can lead to immediate rejection or delays in the review process.

Therefore, a careful review and strict adherence to the journal's individual requirements are as

important as following CMOS.

Consulting Journal Submission Guidelines

Before even beginning to write, authors should thoroughly read and understand the submission

guidelines of the journal they intend to target. This proactive approach ensures that the manuscript is

prepared from the outset to meet all necessary criteria. Pay close attention to any directives that

deviate from standard CMOS practice, such as a preference for a specific citation style within the

notes-bibliography system, or particular requirements for figures and tables.

Preferred Citation System

Some journals might specify a preference for either the notes-bibliography system or the author-date

system, even if CMOS allows for both. If a journal has a strong preference, it is best to comply with

that preference. If no preference is stated, authors may choose the system they are most comfortable

with, provided they apply it rigorously and consistently throughout the manuscript.



Ancillary Materials

Journals may also have specific requirements for ancillary materials such as author biographies,

acknowledgments, or appendices. For example, some journals might require a brief author biography

to be included with the submission, detailing academic credentials and research interests.

Understanding these additional requirements ensures a complete and professional submission

package.

Ethical Considerations and Best Practices

Beyond the technical aspects of formatting and citation, the Chicago Manual of Style journal

publication requirements also implicitly address ethical considerations crucial for scholarly integrity.

Authors are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards in their research and writing, ensuring

originality and accurate representation of their work and sources.

These ethical considerations are not explicitly detailed as formatting rules in the same way that citation

styles are, but they are fundamental to the publication process. They underpin the credibility and

trustworthiness of academic research and are expected by journals, reviewers, and the wider scholarly

community.

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. Chicago Manual of Style journal publication requirements,

through its emphasis on proper citation, directly combats plagiarism. Authors must ensure that all

ideas, words, and data borrowed from others are properly attributed. This includes paraphrased

material as well as direct quotations. Journals have strict policies against plagiarism, and violations can

have severe consequences, including retraction of published work and damage to an author's

reputation.



Originality and Authorship

The research presented must be original, and authorship should accurately reflect contributions to the

work. Ghostwriting or misrepresenting authorship is unethical. Authors are also responsible for

ensuring that their work has not been simultaneously submitted to or published in another journal, as

this constitutes duplicate publication.

Data Integrity and Honesty

Researchers have an ethical obligation to present their data honestly and accurately. This means not

fabricating, falsifying, or manipulating data. Any limitations or potential biases in the research should

be disclosed transparently. The integrity of the research is paramount for its acceptance and impact

within the academic community.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago Manual of Style journal publication requirements can be

challenging, and several common pitfalls can hinder a manuscript's progress toward publication. Being

aware of these issues in advance can help authors avoid them and present a more polished

submission.

These common mistakes often stem from a lack of attention to detail or a misunderstanding of the

specific demands of academic publishing. By focusing on these frequently overlooked areas, authors

can significantly improve their chances of a smooth submission and review process.

Inconsistent citation style: Failing to maintain a consistent application of either the notes-

bibliography or author-date system throughout the manuscript.



Incorrectly formatted bibliographies/reference lists: Errors in punctuation, order of elements, or

inclusion of unnecessary information.

Ignoring journal-specific guidelines: Submitting a manuscript that does not adhere to the unique

instructions provided by the target journal.

Poorly formatted tables and figures: Images that are low resolution, unclear, or lack proper titles

and labels.

Typos and grammatical errors: Overlooking basic proofreading, which can detract from the

professionalism of the work.

Lack of clear distinction between paraphrasing and direct quotation: Inadequate attribution of

sources.

Inconsistent Application of Citation Style

Perhaps the most frequent error is inconsistency in the chosen citation style. Whether using notes-

bibliography or author-date, every in-text citation and every entry in the bibliography or notes must

follow the established format precisely. Mixing styles or making arbitrary changes is a sign of

carelessness and can lead to a manuscript being returned for revision solely on stylistic grounds.

Overlooking Journal-Specific Mandates

As mentioned previously, journal guidelines can override or supplement CMOS. Authors often fail to

read these instructions carefully, leading to submissions that miss key requirements regarding word

count, abstract length, or submission format. Always prioritize the journal's specific instructions.



Grammatical and Proofreading Errors

While not strictly a Chicago Manual of Style journal publication requirement, a manuscript riddled with

typos, grammatical errors, and awkward phrasing will inevitably be perceived as less credible.

Thorough proofreading and editing are essential steps before submission. Consider having a colleague

or professional editor review your work.

Improper Formatting of Ancillary Elements

Errors in formatting the title page, abstract, keywords, or acknowledgments can also be detrimental.

Ensuring these elements are presented according to CMOS and journal guidelines demonstrates

attention to detail and professionalism, setting a positive tone for the entire submission.

Concluding Thoughts on CMOS Compliance

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style journal publication requirements is an investment in the clarity,

credibility, and ultimate success of your scholarly work. By diligently applying these principles, authors

can ensure their research is presented in the most professional and accessible manner, facilitating its

journey through the peer review process and contributing effectively to their academic fields. The effort

invested in adhering to these guidelines is invariably rewarded by a more polished and impactful

publication.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and

author-date systems in Chicago style for journal publications?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations and a



bibliography at the end of the work, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations

(Author Year, Page) and a reference list at the end. The notes-bibliography system is more common in

the humanities, whereas the author-date system is favored in the sciences and social sciences.

Q: Are there any specific Chicago Manual of Style journal publication

requirements for font choice and size?

A: Generally, CMOS recommends standard, readable fonts like Times New Roman or Arial in 12-point

size. However, specific journals may have their own font preferences, so always consult the journal's

submission guidelines.

Q: How should I handle block quotations according to Chicago Manual

of Style journal publication requirements?

A: Block quotations (typically those of 40 words or more, or exceeding five lines of prose) should be

indented from the left margin, single-spaced, and without quotation marks. The citation follows the

block quotation. The exact formatting details, including indentation, can vary slightly by journal.

Q: What is the minimum number of words generally considered for a

block quotation in Chicago style?

A: While journals might specify, Chicago Manual of Style generally considers prose quotations of five

lines or more, or around 40 words or more, as block quotations that require distinct formatting.

Q: Do I need to include my academic affiliation on the title page for

journal submissions adhering to Chicago Manual of Style?

A: Yes, the title page usually requires the author's full name and their academic affiliation (e.g.,



university or institution). Some journals may also request contact information.

Q: How should I format the abstract for a journal article according to

Chicago Manual of Style journal publication requirements?

A: An abstract is typically a concise summary of the paper, usually between 150 and 250 words,

covering the research question, methodology, findings, and conclusions. It should be a separate

paragraph, often placed after the title page and before the main text. Journals may specify a word limit

or require keywords to be listed after the abstract.

Q: What are the ethical considerations related to Chicago Manual of

Style journal publication requirements?

A: Ethical considerations involve ensuring originality, avoiding plagiarism through proper citation,

presenting data honestly, and accurately attributing authorship. Adhering to citation requirements is a

fundamental way to uphold academic integrity and prevent plagiarism.

Q: Can a journal request that I use a specific citation format that

differs from the standard Chicago Manual of Style notes-bibliography

or author-date systems?

A: Yes, journals often have their own specific editorial preferences that may modify or clarify Chicago

style. Authors must always consult the journal's "Instructions for Authors" for any specific mandates,

including preferred citation systems or modifications to standard formatting.
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