CHICAGO MANUAL STYLE COPYRIGHT FOR PARAPHRASING

CHIcAGO MANUAL STYLE COPYRIGHT FOR PARAPHRASING: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

CHICAGO MANUAL STYLE COPYRIGHT FOR PARAPHRASING IS A CRITICAL ASPECT OF ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING,
ENSURING THAT YOU PROPERLY ATTRIBUTE BORROWED IDEAS AND AVOID PLAGIARISM. UNDERSTANDING HOW TO PARAPHRASE
ACCURATELY WHILE RESPECTING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS IS PARAMOUNT FOR MAINTAINING ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND
ADHERING TO PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE INTRICACIES OF PARAPHRASING UNDER THE
CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, FOCUSING SPECIFICALLY ON HOW COPYRIGHT PRINCIPLES APPLY AND HOW TO NAVIGATE THESE
RULES EFFECTIVELY. WE WILL EXPLORE THE FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS OF COPYRIGHT, THE ART OF EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASING,
THE DISTINCT CITATION METHODS REQUIRED BY CHICAGO STYLE, AND COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID.
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UNDERSTANDING COPYRIGHT AND PARAPHRASING

COPYRIGHT LAW PROTECTS ORIGINAL WORKS OF AUTHORSHIP, GRANTING CREATORS EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS TO REPRODUCE,
DISTRIBUTE, AND DISPLAY THEIR W ORK. W/HEN YOU PARAPHRASE, YOU ARE REPHRASING SOMEONE ELSE’S IDEAS OR INFORMATION
IN YOUR OWN WORDS. WHILE THIS PROCESS TRANSFORMS THE ORIGINAL EXPRESSION, THE UNDERLYING IDEAS AND FACTS REMAIN
SUBJECT TO THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR'S COPYRIGHT. THEREFORE, PARAPHRASING DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY EXEMPT YOU FROM
COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT IF THE ORIGINAL EXPRESSION IS TOO CLOSELY MIMICKED OR IF THE SOURCE MATERIAL ITSELF IS
PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT.

THE CORE PRINCIPLE IS THAT COPYRIGHT PROTECTS THE SPECIFIC EXPRESSION OF AN IDEA, NOT THE IDEA ITSELF. FACTS AND
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ARE TYPICALLY NOT COPYRIGHTABLE. HO\X/EVERI THE UNIQUE WAY AN AUTHOR PRESENTS THOSE FACTS,
THEIR ANALYSIS, OR THEIR INTERPRETATION ARE PROTECTED. A SUCCESSFUL PARAPHRASE DEMONSTRATES A DEEP
UNDERSTANDING OF THE SOURCE MATERIAL, ALLOWING YOU TO CONVEY THE ESSENCE OF THE INFORMATION USING ENTIRELY NEW
SENTENCE STRUCTURES AND VOCABULARY WHILE STILL GIVING DUE CREDIT TO THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR.

THe CoNCePT oF FAIR USE IN PARAPHRASING

FAIR USE IS A LEGAL DOCTRINE THAT PERMITS LIMITED USE OF COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER FOR PURPOSES SUCH AS CRITICISM, COMMENT, NEWS REPORTING, TEACHING, SCHOLARSHIP, OR RESEARCH.
\W/HEN PARAPHRASING, FAIR USE CAN SOMETIMES APPLY , ESPECIALLY IN ACADEMIC CONTEXTS WHERE TRANSFORMATIVE USE IS
ENCOURAGED. HO\X/EVER, FAIR USE IS A COMPLEX AND OFTEN SUBJECTIVE DETERMINATION, DEPENDENT ON FACTORS LIKE THE
PURPOSE AND CHARACTER OF THE USE, THE NATURE OF THE COPYRIGHTED WORK, THE AMOUNT AND SUBSTANTIALITY OF THE
PORTION USED, AND THE EFFECT OF THE USE UPON THE POTENTIAL MARKET FOR OR VALUE OF THE COPYRIGHTED \WORK.

[T IS CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTAND THAT EVEN IF YOUR PARAPHRASING IS CONSIDERED FAIR USE FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES, YOU
STILL HAVE AN ETHICAL AND OFTEN ACADEMIC OBLIGATION TO CITE YOUR SOURCES. RELYING SOLELY ON THE FAIR USE
DOCTRINE WITHOUT PROPER ATTRIBUTION IS ETHICALLY QUESTIONABLE AND CAN STILL LEAD TO ACCUSATIONS OF PLAGIARISM
WHICH IS DISTINCT FROM COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT BUT CARRIES SIMILAR NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES IN SCHOLARLY
ENVIRONMENTS.

’



DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT AND PLAGIARISM

W/HILE OFTEN CONFLATED, COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT AND PLAGIARISM ARE NOT THE SAME. COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT IS A LEGAL
VIOLATION OF A CREATOR’S EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS GRANTED BY LAW. PLAGIARISM/ ON THE OTHER HAND, IS AN ETHICAL AND
ACADEMIC OFFENSE THAT INVOLVES PRESENTING SOMEONE ELSE'S WORK OR IDEAS AS YOUR OWN WITHOUT PROPER
ATTRIBUTION. YOU CAN PLAGIARIZE WITHOUT INFRINGING COPYRIGHT IF THE SOURCE IS NOT PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT (E.G.,
PUBLIC DOMAIN) OR IF YOUR USE FALLS UNDER FAIR USE AND YOU STILL FAIL TO CITE. CONVERSELY, YOU CAN INFRINGE
COPYRIGHT BY USING PROTECTED MATERIAL WITHOUT PERMISSION, EVEN IF YOU PROVIDE ATTRIBUTION, IF THE USE IS NOT FAIR
USE AND IS DEEMED SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THE ORIGINAL EXPRESSION.

THE ART oF EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASING IN CHICAGO STYLE

EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASING GOES BEYOND SIMPLY CHANGING A FEW WORDS. |T INVOLVES UNDERSTANDING THE ORIGINAL TEXT'S
MEANING AND THEN RESTATING THAT MEANING COMPREHENSIVELY IN YOUR OWN VOICE AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE. CHICAGO
STYLE, WHILE NOT DICTATING HOW YOU PARAPHRASE, MANDATES THAT ANY IDEA, FACT, OR ARGUMENT NOT ORIGINALLY
YOURS MUST BE ATTRIBUTED. THIS ATTRIBUTION IS KEY TO AVOIDING BOTH PLAGIARISM AND, BY EXTENSION, POTENTIAL
COPYRIGHT ISSUES ARISING FROM MISREPRESENTATION OF AUTHORSHIP.

A GOOD PARAPHRASE CAPTURES THE ORIGINAL MEANING ACCURATELY WITHOUT BEING OVERLY RELIANT ON THE SOURCE'S
WORDING. |T SHOULD INTEGRATE SEAMLESSLY INTO YOUR OWN WRITING, CONTRIBUTING TO YOUR ARGUMENT OR EXPLANATION
WITHOUT SOUNDING DISJOINTED. THE GOAL IS TO DEMONSTRATE YOUR COMPREHENSION AND TO SYNTHESIZE INFORMATION FROM
VARIOUS SOURCES INTO A COHESIVE WHOLE.

TECHNIQUES FOR REWRITING AND RESTRUCTURING

To ACHIEVE A SUCCESSFUL PARAPHRASE, EMPLOY SEVERAL TECHNIQUES. BEGIN BY READING THE ORIGINAL PASSAGE
THOROUGHLY TO GRASP ITS CORE MESSAGE. THEN, SET THE ORIGINAL ASIDE AND ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN THE IDEA IN YOUR OWN
WORDS, AS IF YOU WERE EXPLAINING IT TO SOMEONE WHO HASN'T READ IT. FOCUS ON CONVEYING THE MEANING, NOT JUST
SUBSTITUTING SYNONYMS.

e CHANGE THE SENTENCE STRUCTURE SIGNIFICANTLY.
® REPLACE KEYWORDS WITH SYNONYMS OR MORE GENERAL TERMS, ENSURING THE MEANING REMAINS PRECISE.

® REORDER THE INFORMATION PRESENTED WITHIN THE PASSAGE.

COMBINE MULTIPLE SENTENCES FROM THE SOURCE INTO ONE, OR BREAK DOWN A LONG SENTENCE INTO SHORTER ONES IN
YOUR PARAPHRASE.

® EXPLAIN CONCEPTS USING YOUR OWN ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK.

COMPARING YOUR PARAPHRASE TO THE ORIGINAL IS A CRUCIAL FINAL STEP. [F YOUR PARAPHRASE TOO CLOSELY RESEMBLES THE
ORIGINAL IN WORDING OR SENTENCE CONSTRUCTION, IT IS NOT YET A SUFFICIENT PARAPHRASE AND MAY BE CONSIDERED
PLAGIARISM OR, IN SOME CASES, COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT IF THE SIMILARITY IS SUBSTANTIAL.



MAINTAINING THE ORIGINAL MEANING AND NUANCE

W/HILE TRANSFORMING THE LANGUAGE, IT IS IMPERATIVE TO PRESERVE THE ORIGINAL MEANING AND ANY SUBTLE NUANCES OR
SPECIFIC CONNOTATIONS INTENDED BY THE AUTHOR. MISREPRESENTING THE AUTHOR'S INTENT THROUGH INACCURATE
PARAPHRASING CAN LEAD TO MISLEADING INFORMATION AND SCHOLARLY ERRORS, EVEN IF NO COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT OCCURS.
CAREFULLY CONSIDER THE CONTEXT AND THE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE WHEN PARAPHRASING.

IF A PARTICULAR TERM IS UNIQUE OR CRUCIAL TO THE AUTHOR'S ARGUMENT AND CANNOT BE EFFECTIVELY REPLACED WITH A
SYNONYM WITHOUT ALTERING THE MEANING, CONSIDER USING QUOTATION MARKS FOR THAT SPECIFIC TERM OR PHRASE.
HO\X/EVER, THIS SHOULD BE AN EXCEPTION, NOT THE RULE, AS THE ESSENCE OF PARAPHRASING IS TO RE-EXPRESS IN YOUR OWN
\WORDS.

CHicaGO STYLE CITATION FOR PARAPHRASED MATERIAL

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OFFERS TWO PRIMARY SYSTEMS FOR CITING SOURCES: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND
THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. REGARDLESS OF THE SYSTEM CHOSEN, THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE REMAINS: ALL PARAPHRASED
MATERIAL MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO ITS ORIGINAL SOURCE. THIS ATTRIBUTION IS ESSENTIAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND FOR
RESPECTING THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OF THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR.

THE CHOICE BETWEEN THE TWO SYSTEMS OFTEN DEPENDS ON THE DISCIPLINE AND THE SPECIFIC PUBLICATION'S GUIDELINES. BOTH
SYSTEMS EFFECTIVELY GUIDE READERS TO THE ORIGINAL SOURCE, ALLOWING THEM TO VERIFY INFORMATION AND EXPLORE THE
TOPIC FURTHER.

THe NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM

IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, INFORMATION IS CITED USING NUMBERED FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES. W/HEN YOU
PARAPHRASE A PASSAGE, YOU WILL PLACE A SUPERSCRIPT NUMBER AT THE END OF THE PARAPHRASED SENTENCE OR PARAGRAPH.
THIS NUMBER CORRESPONDS TO AN ENTRY IN YOUR FOOTNOTES (AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE) OR ENDNOTES <AT THE END OF
THE DOCUMENT). THE NOTE PROVIDES THE NECESSARY BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS, INCLUDING AUTHOR, TITLE, PUBLICATION
INFORMATION, AND PAGE NUMBER(S) FROM WHICH THE PARAPHRASED MATERIAL WAS DRAWN.

FOR SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES TO THE SAME SOURCE IN A CONDENSED FORMAT (E.G., AUTHOR LAST NAME, SHORTENED TITLE,
PAGe NUMBER)/ CHICAGO STYLE PROVIDES SPECIFIC GUIDELINES TO AVOID REDUNDANCY WHILE STILL OFFERING SUFFICIENT
DETAIL FOR THE READER TO LOCATE THE SOURCE.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES PARENTHETICAL IN-TEXT CITATIONS THAT INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR
OF PUBLICATION (.G, (SMITH 2023)). IF A SPECIFIC PASSAGE IS BEING REFERENCED, THE PAGE NUMBER(S) ARE ALSO INCLUDED
(e.G., (SMITH 2023, 115)). SIMILAR TO THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THESE IN-TEXT CITATIONS DIRECT THE READER TO
A COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE LIST OR BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END OF THE WORK.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS OFTEN PREFERRED IN THE SCIENCES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES, OFFERING A CONCISE WAY TO
INTEGRATE SOURCE INFORMATION DIRECTLY INTO THE TEXT WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE FLOW WITH FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES.



FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES FOR PARAPHRASING

\W/HEN EMPLOYING THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IN CHICAGO STYLE, FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES SERVE AS THE PRIMARY
MECHANISM FOR CITING PARAPHRASED CONTENT. EACH INSTANCE WHERE YOU HAVE REPHRASED AN IDEA OR FACT FROM ANOTHER
SOURCE REQUIRES A CORRESPONDING NOTE. THESE NOTES ARE CRUCIAL FOR DEMONSTRATING YOUR DILIGENCE IN
ACKNOWLEDGING YOUR INTELLECTUAL DEBTS AND FOR ALLOWING READERS TO TRACE YOUR SOURCES.

THE CONTENT OF A FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE FOR A PARAPHRASE TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE TITLE OF THE
WORK, PUBLICATION DETAILS, AND CRUCIALLY, THE PAGE NUMBER(S) \WHERE THE ORIGINAL IDEA OR INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND.
THIS SPECIFICITY IS VITAL FOR ACCURATE ATTRIBUTION.

FORMATTING NOTES FOR PARAPHRASED SOURCES

THE EXACT FORMATTING OF FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES IN CHICAGO STYLE CAN BE DETAILED, BUT THE PRINCIPLE FOR
PARAPHRASED MATERIAL IS CONSISTENT. A TYPICAL FIRST NOTE FOR A BOOK MIGHT LOOK LIKE THIS: 1. JANE DOE, THE HISTORY
oF Ibeas (New York: PusLIsHER, 2022), 45.

FOR SUBSEQUENT NOTES REFERRING TO THE SAME WORK, A SHORTENED FORM IS USED: 2. DOE, HISTORY OF IDEAS, 67.

\W/HEN PARAPHRASING AN ARTICLE, THE NOTE WOULD INCLUDE THE AUTHOR, ARTICLE TITLE, JOURNAL TITLE, VOLUME, ISSUE,
DATE, AND PAGE NUMBERS. FOR INSTANCE: 3. JOHN SMITH, “THE EVOLUTION OF ARGUMENTATION,” JOURNAL OF LINGUISTICS
50, no. 2 (2021): 180. SMITH, “EvoLuTion,” 185.

THESE DETAILED NOTES ARE NOT ONLY FOR CITATION PURPOSES BUT ALSO HELP ESTABLISH THAT YOU HAVE ENGAGED WITH
THE SOURCE MATERIAL AND ARE NOT MERELY COPYING IT. THIS ENGAGEMENT IS IMPLICITLY RELATED TO RESPECTING THE
ORIGINAL AUTHOR'S INTELLECTUAL CONTRIBUTION, WHICH IS A CORNERSTONE OF COPYRIGHT.

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR PARAPHRASED SOURCES

W/HETHER YOU USE THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM OR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, A BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST IS
ESSENTIAL IN CHICAGO STYLE. THIS SECTION AT THE END OF YOUR WORK PROVIDES A COMPLETE ALPHABETICAL LISTING OF ALL
SOURCES CITED WITHIN YOUR TEXT. FOR PARAPHRASED MATERIAL, THIS MEANS EVERY SOURCE FROM WHICH YOU DREW IDEAS
OR INFORMATION MUST APPEAR HERE.

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SERVES AS A COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY FOR YOUR READERS, ALLOWING THEM TO EASILY LOCATE THE
ORIGINAL TEXTS YOU REFERENCED. THIS THOROUGHNESS REINFORCES THE IDEA OF INTELLECTUAL HONESTY AND IS A CRUCIAL
COMPONENT OF ADHERING TO THE PRINCIPLES THAT UNDERPIN COPYRIGHT LAW.

STRUCTURING THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES

BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES IN CHICAGO STYLE ARE GENERALLY FORMATTED WITH THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FIRST, FOLLOWED BY
THEIR FIRST NAME. BOOK TITLES ARE ITALICIZED, AND ARTICLE TITLES ARE PLACED IN QUOTATION MARKS. PUBLICATION
DETAILS, INCLUDING PUBLISHER, PLACE OF PUBLICATION, AND YEAR, ARE PROVIDED FOR BOOKS. For ARTICLES, JOURNAL TITLE,
VOLUME, ISSUE, AND DATE ARE LISTED.

e Book ENTRY: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. TITLE OF Book. PLACE OF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER, YEAR.



¢ JOURNAL ARTICLE ENTRY: LAST NaME, FIRST NaME. “TITLE OF ARTICLE.” TITLE OF JOURNAL VOLUME, NO. ISSUE
(YeAR): PAGE NUMBERS.

o \WesPAGE ENTRY: LAST NAME, FIRST NaME (IF AVAILABLE). “TITLE OF PAGE.” NAME OF \WEBSITE. LAST MODIFIED OR
Accessep DaTe. URL.

THE CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY OF YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY ARE PARAMOUNT. INCONSISTENT OR MISSING ENTRIES CAN MISLEAD
READERS AND SUGGEST A LACK OF ACADEMIC RIGOR, WHICH IN TURN CAN RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE INTEGRITY OF YOUR
ENGAGEMENT WITH SOURCE MATERIAL AND ITS COPYRIGHT IMPLICATIONS.

CoMMON MisTAkeEs AND How To Avold THEM

W/HEN PARAPHRASING UNDER CHICAGO STYLE, SEVERAL COMMON ERRORS CAN LEAD TO PLAGIARISM, INCORRECT CITATIONS,
AND POTENTIALLY LEGAL ISSUES RELATED TO COPYRIGHT. BEING AW ARE OF THESE PITFALLS IS THE FIRST STEP TO AVOIDING
THEM.

ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENT MISTAKES IS ”PATCH\X/RITING,” WHERE YOU CHANGE ONLY A FEW \WORDS OR REARRANGE
SENTENCES SLIGHTLY WHILE RETAINING THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURE AND MUCH OF THE ORIGINAL WORDING. THIS IS NOT A TRUE
PARAPHRASE AND IS CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM. ANOTHER ERROR IS MISINTERPRETING THE SOURCE MATERIAL, LEADING TO
INACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF THE AUTHOR'S IDEAS, WHICH CAN HAVE SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR THE CREDIBILITY OF YOUR
W ORK.

OVER-RELIANCE ON SOURCE PHRASING

A COMMON TRAP IS TO GET TOO CLOSE TO THE ORIGINAL TEXT. EVEN IF YOU CHANGE SOME YW ORDS, IF THE SENTENCE
STRUCTURE AND ORDER OF IDEAS REMAIN IDENTICAL TO THE SOURCE, YOU ARE LIKELY NOT PARAPHRASING EFFECTIVELY. THiS
CAN BE A FORM OF UNINTENTIONAL PLAGIARISM AND, IN MORE EXTREME CASES, COULD BE SEEN AS INFRINGING ON THE COPYRIGHT
OF THE ORIGINAL EXPRESSION.

To comMeaT THIS, FORCE YOURSELF TO EXPLAIN THE CONCEPT FROM SCRATCH AFTER READING THE SOURCE. IMAGINE YOU ARE
TEACHING IT TO SOMEONE. USE DIFFERENT TRANSITION WORDS AND LOGICAL CONNECTORS THAN THE ORIGINAL. |F YOU FIND
YOURSELF RETURNING TO THE ORIGINAL TEXT FOR SENTENCE PHRASING, IT'S A SIGN YOU NEED TO STEP BACK AND RE-
CONCEPTUALIZE YOUR PARAPHRASE.

INACCURATE OR MISSING CITATIONS

FAILING TO CITE PARAPHRASED MATERIAL IS THE MOST DIRECT ROUTE TO PLAGIARISM. IN CHICAGO STYLE, THIS MEANS EITHER
MISSING A FOOTNOTE/ENDNOTE OR AN IN-TEXT CITATION, OR PROVIDING ONE THAT IS INCOMPLETE OR INCORRECT. EVEN IF YOUR
PARAPHRASE IS EXCELLENT, WITHOUT PROPER ATTRIBUTION, THE IDEA IS PRESENTED AS YOUR OWN.

ENSURE EVERY PIECE OF INFORMATION, IDEA, OR ARGUMENT THAT IS NOT COMMON KNOWLEDGE OR YOUR OWN ORIGINAL
THOUGHT IS ATTRIBUTED. DOUBLE-CHECK THAT YOUR NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES PRECISELY MATCH THE CHICAGO
STYLE GUIDELINES FOR THE TYPE OF SOURCE YOU ARE REFERENCING. THIS METICULOUSNESS IS CRUCIAL FOR BOTH ACADEMIC
INTEGRITY AND RESPECTING COPYRIGHT.



MISREPRESENTING DATA OR STATISTICS

W/HEN PARAPHRASING FACTUAL INFORMATION, DATA, OR STATISTICS, IT IS IMPERATIVE TO PRESENT THEM ACCURATELY. WHILE
FACTS THEMSELVES ARE NOT COPYRIGHTABLE, THE WAY DATA IS COLLECTED, ANALYZED, AND PRESENTED BY AN AUTHOR CAN
BE. PRESENTING SOMEONE ELSE'S STATISTICAL FINDINGS AS YOUR OWN WITHOUT ATTRIBUTION IS A FORM OF PLAGIARISM.
FURTHERMORE, IF YOU MISREPRESENT THE DATA, YOU ARE NOT ONLY PLAGIARIZING BUT ALSO POTENTIALLY MISINFORMING YOUR
READERS.

ALWAYS VERIFY THE DATA AND ENSURE YOUR PARAPHRASE ACCURATELY REFLECTS THE ORIGINAL PRESENTATION. |F THE
PRESENTATION OF THE DATA ITSELF IS PARTICULARLY NOVEL OR THE ANALYSIS IS UNIQUE, YOUR PARAPHRASE SHOULD REFLECT
THIS, AND THE CITATION SHOULD LEAD DIRECTLY TO THAT SPECIFIC PRESENTATION.

\W/HEN PARAPHRASING MAY INFRINGE COPYRIGHT

\W/HILE PROPER CITATION UNDER CHICAGO STYLE ADDRESSES ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND PLAGIARISM, IT'S IMPORTANT TO
UNDERSTAND WHEN PARAPHRASING, EVEN WITH ATTRIBUTION, MIGHT CROSS THE LINE INTO COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTS THE AUTHOR'S UNIQUE EXPRESSION OF IDEAS. |F YOUR PARAPHRASE, DESPITE YOUR BEST EFFORTS TO REPHRASE, IS
STILL SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THE ORIGINAL WORK'S EXPRESSION, A COPYRIGHT CLAIM COULD BE MADE.

THIS IS PARTICULARLY RELEVANT FOR CREATIVE WORKS, HIGHLY DESCRIPTIVE PASSAGES, OR UNIQUE PHRASING THAT IS
CENTRAL TO THE AUTHOR'S STYLE OR ARGUMENT. EVEN IF YOU CITE, IF THE ESSENCE OF THE ORIGINAL EXPRESSION IS
REPRODUCED TOO CLOSELY, IT MIGHT BE CONSIDERED AN UNAUTHORIZED DERIVATIVE WORK OR REPRODUCTION, DEPENDING ON
THE JURISDICTION AND SPECIFICS OF THE CASE.

SUBSTANTIAL SIMILARITY AND ORIGINAL EXPRESSION

THE LEGAL CONCEPT OF “SUBSTANTIAL SIMILARITY” IS KEY TO COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT. |F YOUR PARAPHRASED TEXT IS SO
SIMILAR IN ITS ARRANGEMENT AND WORDING TO THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHTED WORK THAT AN ORDINARY OBSERVER WOULD
RECOGNIZE IT AS A COPY, INFRINGEMENT MAY HAVE OCCURRED. THIS IS WHERE DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE IDEA AND ITS
EXPRESSION BECOMES CRITICAL.

For EXAMPLE, IF YOU ARE PARAPHRASING A POEM, THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT, RHYTHM, AND SPECIFIC WORD CHOICES ARE ALL
ELEMENTS OF THE ORIGINAL EXPRESSION. A SIMPLE RESTATEMENT OF THE POEM’S THEME MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE, BUT A
PARAPHRASE THAT MIRRORS THE POETIC DEVICES AND UNIQUE PHRASING TOO CLOSELY COULD BE PROBLEMATIC.

PARAPHRASING PROTECTED FACTUAL NARRATIVES

EVEN FACTUAL NARRATIVES CAN BE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT IF THEY ARE PRESENTED IN A UNIQUE, ORGANIZED, AND
EXPRESSIVE MANNER. A HISTORICAL ACCOUNT, A BIOGRAPHY, OR A DETAILED SCIENTIFIC EXPLANATION MIGHT HAVE ELEMENTS OF
FACT, BUT THE NARRATIVE STRUCTURE, AUTHOR'S INTERPRETATION, AND CHOICE OF WORDS ARE ALL PART OF THE PROTECTED
EXPRESSION. IF YOUR PARAPHRASE TOO CLOSELY FOLLOWS THE ORIGINAL NARRATIVE ARC, THE DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE, OR THE
AUTHOR'S ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK, IT COULD BE CONSIDERED INFRINGEMENT, EVEN IF ATTRIBUTED.

THE KEY IS TO ENSURE YOUR WORK IS A TRANSFORMATION OF THE SOURCE, NOT MERELY A REARRANGEMENT OR SLIGHT
ALTERATION. THIS OFTEN INVOLVES SYNTHESIZING INFORMATION FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES, ADDING YOUR OWN ANALYSIS, OR
PRESENTING THE INFORMATION FROM A SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE.



ADVANCED CONSIDERATIONS FOR PARAPHRASING AND COPYRIGHT

NAVIGATING THE INTERSECTION OF CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, COPYRIGHT, AND PARAPHRASING REQUIRES A NUANCED
UNDERSTANDING. WHILE CHICAGO STYLE PROVIDES THE FRAMEWORK FOR ACADEMIC ATTRIBUTION, COPYRIGHT LAW GOVERNS
THE LEGAL RIGHTS OF CREATORS. UNDERSTANDING BOTH IS ESSENTIAL FOR WRITERS WHO WISH TO ENGAGE RESPONSIBLY WITH
EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP AND CREATIVE WORKS.

FOR PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE OR FOUNDATIONAL WORKS, OR WHEN DEALING WITH COMPLEX LEGAL OR ETHICAL QUESTIONS,
CONSULTING LEGAL COUNSEL SPECIALIZING IN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW MAY BE ADVISABLE. HO\X/EVER/ FOR MOST
ACADEMIC AND STANDARD PROFESSIONAL WRITING, DILIGENT PARAPHRASING AND METICULOUS CITATION, AS OUTLINED BY
CHicAaGO STYLE, WILL SERVE TO PROTECT YOU FROM BOTH PLAGIARISM AND INADVERTENT COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT.

THe RoLE oF TRANSFORMATIVE USE

TRANSFORMATIVE USE IS A CONCEPT OFTEN DISCUSSED IN COPYRIGHT LAW, PARTICULARLY IN RELATION TO FAIR USE. A WORK
IS CONSIDERED TRANSFORMATIVE IF IT ADDS SOMETHING NEW, WITH A FURTHER PURPOSE OR DIFFERENT CHARACTER, ALTERING
THE FIRST WITH NEW EXPRESSION, MEANING, OR MESSAGE. \W/HEN YOU PARAPHRASE EFFECTIVELY, YOU ARE ENGAGING IN A FORM
OF TRANSFORMATIVE USE BY INTEGRATING THE SOURCE’S IDEAS INTO YOUR OWN ORIGINAL WORK AND CONTEXT.

THE MORE TRANSFORMATIVE YOUR USE, THE STRONGER YOUR POSITION AGAINST CLAIMS OF INFRINGEMENT. THIS MEANS NOT
JUST REPHRASING BUT GENUINELY ENGAGING WITH THE IDEAS, CRITIQUING THEM, BUILDING UPON THEM, OR APPLYING THEM IN A
NEW CONTEXT. THIS ANALYTICAL ENGAGEMENT IS A HALLMARK OF SOPHISTICATED ACADEMIC WRITING AND IMPLICITLY
STRENGTHENS YOUR ETHICAL STANCE REGARDING COPYRIGHT.

PARAPHRASING PusLIC DOMAIN W oRKkS

W/ ORKS IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN ARE NOT PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT AND CAN BE USED, PARAPHRASED, AND ADAPTED FREELY
WITHOUT PERMISSION OR ATTRIBUTION. HO\X/EVER, IT IS STILL GOOD ACADEMIC PRACTICE TO CITE SOURCES, EVEN THOSE IN
THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. THIS ALLOWS READERS TO ACCESS THE ORIGINAL MATERIAL AND UNDERSTAND YOUR RESEARCH LINEAGE.

W/HILE COPYRIGHT LAW DOESN'T APPLY TO PUBLIC DOMAIN WORKS, THE PRINCIPLES OF SCHOLARLY INTEGRITY AND CLEAR
ATTRIBUTION STILL HOLD. CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES SHOULD STILL BE FOLLOWED FOR CITING THESE WORKS, ENSURING
CLARITY AND AIDING FURTHER RESEARCH FOR YOUR AUDIENCE. THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN COPYRIGHT AND PLAGIARISM REMAINS
PERTINENT, ONE IS A LEGAL MATTER, THE OTHER AN ETHICAL ONE.

FAQ: CHicAGo MANUAL STYLE COPYRIGHT FOR PARAPHRASING

QI DOES PARAPHRASING ALWAYS PROTECT ME FROM COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT?

A: NO, PARAPHRASING ALONE DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY PROTECT YOU FROM COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT. \WHILE IT
TRANSFORMS THE EXPRESSION, IF YOUR PARAPHRASE IS STILL SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHTED WORK'S
EXPRESSION, OR IF YOU FAIL TO ATTRIBUTE, IT CAN STILL BE CONSIDERED INFRINGEMENT OR PLAGIARISM. PROPER ATTRIBUTION IS
CRUCIAL, AND THE DEGREE OF SIMILARITY TO THE ORIGINAL WORDING AND STRUCTURE IS ALSO A FACTOR.



Q: How poes CHICAGO MANUAL STYLE RELATE TO COPYRIGHT WHEN PARAPHRASING?

A: CHICAGO MANUAL STYLE PROVIDES THE RULES FOR PROPER CITATION AND ATTRIBUTION. BY METICULOUSLY FOLLOWING
CHICAGO STYLE FOR CITING PARAPHRASED MATERIAL, YOU FULFILL ACADEMIC AND ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS, THEREBY MITIGATING
THE RISK OF PLAGIARISM. WHILE CHICAGO STYLE ITSELF IS NOT A LEGAL SHIELD AGAINST COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT, PROPER
CITATION DEMONSTRATES GOOD FAITH AND ACKNOWLEDGES THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR'S CONTRIBUTION, WHICH IS OFTEN A DEFENSE
AGAINST ACCUSATIONS OF INFRINGEMENT.

Q: WHAT IF | USE AN IDEA FROM A SOURCE BUT EXPRESS IT IN COMPLETELY DIFFERENT
WORDS? Do | STILL NEED TO CITE ACCORDING TO CHICAGO MANUAL STYLE?

A: YES/ ABSOLUTELY. EVEN IF YOU REPHRASE AN IDEA IN ENTIRELY YOUR OWN WORDS, YOU MUST STILL CITE THE SOURCE
ACCORDING TO CHICAGO MANUAL STYLE. COPYRIGHT LAW PROTECTS THE EXPRESSION OF IDEAS, BUT THE IDEAS THEMSELVES,
\WHEN BORROWED, MUST ALWAYS BE ATTRIBUTED TO THEIR ORIGINAL THINKER. FAILING TO CITE A BORROWED IDEA, REGARDLESS
OF HOW UNIQUELY IT IS EXPRESSED, IS PLAGIARISM AND ETHICALLY PROBLEMATIC.

Q: CAN | PARAPHRASE A FACT OR STATISTIC WITHOUT CITING IT IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: WHILE FACTS AND STATISTICS THEMSELVES ARE GENERALLY NOT COPYRIGHTABLE, THE WAY THEY ARE PRESENTED,
ANALYZED, OR COMPILED BY AN AUTHOR CAN BE. FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND TO AVOID PLAGIARISM, IT IS ALWAYS BEST
PRACTICE TO CITE THE SOURCE OF ANY SPECIFIC DATA, STATISTIC, OR FACTUAL ASSERTION THAT IS NOT COMMON
KNOWLEDGE. CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES MANDATE ATTRIBUTION FOR SUCH INFORMATION.

Q: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PLAGIARISM AND COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT
CONCERNING PARAPHRASING?

A: PLAGIARISM IS AN ETHICAL AND ACADEMIC OFFENSE OF PRESENTING SOMEONE ELSE'S WORK OR IDEAS AS YOUR OWN
WITHOUT PROPER ATTRIBUTION. COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT IS A LEGAL VIOLATION OF A CREATOR’S EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS. YouU
CAN PARAPHRASE AND STILL PLAGIARIZE IF YOU DON'T CITE, AND YOU CAN PARAPHRASE CLOSELY, CITE, BUT STILL INFRINGE
COPYRIGHT IF YOUR PARAPHRASE IS SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THE ORIGINAL EXPRESSION AND NOT CONSIDERED FAIR USE.

Q: How DoEs THE “NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY” SYSTEM IN CHICAGO STYLE HANDLE
COPYRIGHT FOR PARAPHRASING?

A: IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES ARE USED TO CITE PARAPHRASED MATERIAL. THESE NOTES
PROVIDE THE NECESSARY BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION AND PAGE NUMBERS, CLEARLY INDICATING THE SOURCE OF THE BORROWED
IDEA. THIS METICULOUS REFERENCING IS CENTRAL TO CHICAGO STYLE'S APPROACH TO ACADEMIC HONESTY AND RESPECTS THE
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS THAT COPYRIGHT LAW AIMS TO PROTECT.

Q: WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF PARAPHRASING A HIGHLY DESCRIPTIVE PASSAGE IN
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: IF A PASSAGE IS HIGHLY DESCRIPTIVE AND RELIES ON UNIQUE PHRASING AND SENSORY DETAILS, PARAPHRASING IT TOO
CLOSELY, EVEN WITH ATTRIBUTION, MAY STILL RUN THE RISK OF COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT DUE TO SUBSTANTIAL SIMILARITY IN
EXPRESSION. IN SUCH CASES, IT MIGHT BE MORE APPROPRIATE TO QUOTE THE PASSAGE DIRECTLY (\X/ITH QUOTATION MARKS
AND PROPER CITATION) OR TO SYNTHESIZE ITS ESSENCE FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES, ENSURING YOUR EXPRESSION IS TRULY
ORIGINAL.
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