
chicago manual style copyright for
indirect quotes
The Chicago Manual of Style copyright for indirect quotes is a crucial aspect of academic
and professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and respect for intellectual property.
Understanding how to cite paraphrased or summarized material, also known as indirect
quotation, is essential for avoiding plagiarism and maintaining scholarly integrity. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
regarding copyright and indirect quotes, exploring its application in both notes-and-
bibliography and author-date systems. We will examine the principles behind
acknowledging sources for paraphrased ideas, the specific formatting requirements for
various citation types, and the ethical considerations that underpin accurate referencing.
Navigating these guidelines empowers writers to confidently integrate others' work into
their own without infringing on copyright or misrepresenting the original author's
contribution.
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Understanding Indirect Quotes and Copyright

Indirect quotes, distinct from direct quotations, involve paraphrasing, summarizing, or
restating an author's ideas in your own words. While you are not replicating the exact
phrasing, the underlying ideas and information still belong to the original creator. This is
where the concept of copyright becomes paramount. Copyright law protects the
expression of an idea, not the idea itself. However, when you utilize that expressed idea,
even in a rephrased form, you are obligated to acknowledge the source to prevent
plagiarism and respect the author's intellectual property rights. The Chicago Manual of
Style provides a robust framework for managing these obligations, ensuring that your
work is both original and properly attributed.

The fundamental principle is that if an idea or piece of information is not common
knowledge or readily available in general discourse, it must be cited. This applies equally
to direct quotes and indirect quotes. Ignoring this responsibility can lead to accusations of
plagiarism, which carries significant academic and professional consequences. Copyright
protection extends to published and unpublished works, and for indirect quotes, the focus
is on giving credit where credit is due. CMOS guides writers through the nuances of
attribution, ensuring that borrowed concepts are seamlessly integrated while respecting
the originator's intellectual ownership.



Core Principles of Citing Indirect Quotes in
Chicago Style

At its heart, citing indirect quotes in Chicago style revolves around two main objectives:
giving credit to the original author and providing readers with enough information to
locate the source. The manual emphasizes clarity and consistency, urging writers to err on
the side of caution by citing rather than assuming information is common knowledge. This
approach not only safeguards against plagiarism but also enhances the credibility and
verifiability of your own research. The underlying assumption is that any significant idea,
theory, fact, or interpretation that you did not generate yourself originates from another
source and thus requires proper acknowledgment.

Key principles include identifying the author and the work from which the idea was drawn.
Even if you extensively rephrase or synthesize information from multiple sources, each
original contributor must be credited. CMOS acknowledges that the depth of information
required in a citation can vary depending on the context and the nature of the material
being referenced. However, for indirect quotes, the goal is always to allow a curious
reader to find the original material with minimal effort. This transparency is a cornerstone
of academic integrity and a fundamental aspect of adhering to copyright principles.

Chicago Style Notes-and-Bibliography System for
Indirect Quotes

In the notes-and-bibliography system, indirect quotes are handled primarily through
footnotes or endnotes. When you paraphrase or summarize information from a source, a
numbered note corresponding to the source is placed at the end of the sentence or clause
containing the borrowed material. This note typically includes the author's name, a
shortened title of the work, and the page number(s) where the information can be found in
the original text. For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened note format is
generally used.

The initial citation in the note, and later in the bibliography, requires specific details to
ensure complete attribution. For example, if you are paraphrasing a concept from a book
by Jane Doe, the note might look like this: "Jane Doe, Theories of Art (New York: Academic
Press, 2020), 45." The corresponding bibliography entry would be more extensive,
including the full title, publication information, and potentially the number of pages. The
crucial aspect for indirect quotes is that even if you synthesize information from several
pages or sections, the note should direct the reader to the most relevant location in the
original work. This ensures that the reader can verify the accuracy of your interpretation
and understand the context from which the idea was drawn, respecting the copyright of
the original expression.



Formatting Notes for Indirect Quotes

The formatting of notes for indirect quotes follows specific guidelines in CMOS. Generally,
the first note for a given source includes the author's full name, the full title of the work
(italicized), publication information (city, publisher, year), and the specific page
number(s). For subsequent notes referencing the same work, a shortened form is used,
typically consisting of the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. For
instance, if the first note is extensive, a subsequent note might read: "Doe, Theories of Art,
67." This system prioritizes efficiency without sacrificing clarity, ensuring that readers can
easily trace your ideas back to their origins and uphold copyright principles.

The Corresponding Bibliography Entry

The bibliography, which appears at the end of the document, provides a comprehensive
list of all sources cited. For indirect quotes, the bibliography entry mirrors that of direct
quotes in terms of detail. It includes the author's full name (with last name first for
alphabetization), the full title of the work (italicized), publication details (city, publisher,
year), and often the total number of pages. The purpose of the bibliography is to offer a
complete reference for readers interested in exploring the original material. Even when
paraphrasing, the full bibliographic record is essential for respecting the copyright and
intellectual contributions of the original author.

Chicago Style Author-Date System for Indirect
Quotes

In the author-date system, indirect quotes are cited parenthetically within the text. This in-
text citation typically includes the author's last name, the year of publication, and,
crucially, the page number(s) from which the paraphrased information was derived. For
example, a sentence paraphrasing an idea might conclude with "(Doe 2020, 45)." This
method is concise and allows readers to immediately see the source of the information
without interrupting the flow of your text as significantly as footnotes might. The principle
of attribution remains the same: credit must be given for borrowed ideas to respect
copyright.

The author-date system also requires a reference list at the end of the document, which
provides a full listing of all sources consulted and cited. This list is alphabetized by the
author's last name. Each entry in the reference list contains detailed publication
information, analogous to the bibliography in the notes-and-bibliography system. The
combination of in-text parenthetical citations and the comprehensive reference list
ensures that all sourced material, including paraphrased ideas represented by indirect
quotes, is properly attributed and verifiable, thereby respecting intellectual property
rights.



In-Text Citations for Paraphrased Material

The in-text citation for indirect quotes in the author-date system is designed for brevity
and immediate identification of the source. The standard format is (Author Last Name
Year, Page Number). For instance, if you are discussing a theory presented in a book by
Smith published in 2018, and you are paraphrasing a key aspect of that theory, you would
cite it as (Smith 2018, 112). If the author and year are already mentioned in the sentence,
only the page number may be needed in parentheses: (112). This ensures that while the
idea is presented in your own words, its origin is clear, and the copyright of the original
expression is implicitly acknowledged.

The Reference List in Author-Date

The reference list in the author-date system serves the same purpose as the bibliography
in the notes-and-bibliography system: to provide a complete and organized record of all
sources. Each entry in the reference list is formatted according to specific CMOS
guidelines, including the author's name, year of publication, title of the work (italicized for
books and journals, or in quotation marks for articles), and publication details. When
citing indirect quotes, the corresponding entry in the reference list will allow readers to
locate the full publication details. For example, an entry might appear as: Doe, Jane. 2020.
Theories of Art. New York: Academic Press. This comprehensive listing reinforces the
attribution process and respects the copyright of the original authors.

Common Scenarios and Best Practices

Navigating indirect quotes involves understanding various common scenarios. One
frequent situation is paraphrasing a single fact or statistic. Even a seemingly simple piece
of data should be cited if it originates from a specific source, especially if it's not widely
known. Another common scenario is summarizing an entire chapter or argument. In such
cases, the indirect quote citation should refer to the beginning pages of that section or the
most representative pages, ensuring the reader can access the full context. Best practices
emphasize clarity and thoroughness; when in doubt, cite.

It is also important to differentiate between ideas that are considered common knowledge
and those that are not. For example, the fact that Paris is the capital of France is common
knowledge and does not require citation. However, a specific historical analysis of why
Paris became the capital, or a particular interpretation of that history, would absolutely
need to be attributed to its source, respecting the author's intellectual copyright. Always
consider your audience and the nature of the information you are presenting. If an idea or
piece of information is specific, analytical, or derived from a particular expert's work, it
should be cited.

Paraphrasing specific data points or statistics.



Summarizing arguments or lengthy passages.

Restating theoretical frameworks or definitions.

Incorporating unique interpretations or analyses.

Referencing information not considered common knowledge.

Ethical Considerations in Citing Indirect Quotes

Beyond the mechanics of formatting, the ethical implications of citing indirect quotes are
profound. Proper attribution for paraphrased material is not merely a stylistic
requirement; it is a fundamental act of intellectual honesty. It acknowledges the labor and
creativity of the original author and upholds the integrity of the academic and publishing
community. Failure to do so, even unintentionally, constitutes plagiarism and undermines
the trustworthiness of your own work, essentially disregarding the copyright that protects
the original expression.

Ethical writing involves a commitment to transparency. By meticulously citing all
borrowed ideas, you allow your readers to engage critically with your sources, verify your
interpretations, and explore the original material themselves. This fosters a scholarly
environment built on respect for intellectual property and the free exchange of ideas, all
within a framework that honors copyright. The Chicago Manual of Style provides the tools
to achieve this, ensuring that your writing is not only correct but also ethically sound and
respectful of all creators.

The Importance of Originality and Attribution

The cornerstone of ethical scholarship is the clear distinction between one's own original
thought and the ideas derived from others. When employing indirect quotes, writers are
tasked with presenting borrowed concepts in their own voice while scrupulously
acknowledging the original source. This practice is vital for maintaining academic
integrity and respecting the intellectual property rights that are protected by copyright. It
ensures that credit is given where it is due, preventing the misrepresentation of another's
work as one's own, which is a form of intellectual theft.

Building Credibility Through Proper Referencing

Accurate and consistent citation of indirect quotes significantly bolsters the credibility of a
writer's work. By providing clear links to original sources, you demonstrate a thorough
engagement with the subject matter and an adherence to scholarly standards. This
transparency allows readers to trust the information you present, as they can



independently verify its origins and context. Furthermore, it showcases your commitment
to ethical research practices, which is a mark of a responsible and respected scholar.
Properly citing indirect quotes, in line with the Chicago Manual of Style, is therefore not
just about avoiding plagiarism; it's about building a foundation of trust and authority for
your own intellectual contributions.

FAQ

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style require page
numbers for indirect quotes?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style generally requires page numbers for indirect quotes
in both the notes-and-bibliography and author-date systems. This is crucial for allowing
readers to locate the specific passage or information from which the idea was derived,
thereby respecting the original author's copyright and ensuring accurate attribution.

Q: How does copyright apply to paraphrased ideas in
Chicago style?
A: Copyright applies to the expression of an idea. When you paraphrase an idea from
another source, you are still using their intellectual property, even if you rephrase it.
Chicago style mandates citation for such paraphrased ideas to acknowledge the original
author's contribution and avoid copyright infringement and plagiarism.

Q: What is the difference between citing a direct quote
and an indirect quote in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the presentation and citation format. Direct quotes use
the exact wording and are enclosed in quotation marks, with a citation often including the
page number. Indirect quotes paraphrase or summarize ideas, are not in quotation marks,
but still require a citation, typically with a page number in Chicago style, to acknowledge
the source.

Q: Can I avoid citing an indirect quote if I change the
words significantly?
A: No, significantly changing the words does not absolve you from the need to cite. If the
core idea, concept, or information originates from another source, it must be attributed,
regardless of how much you have rephrased it. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes
citing the origin of ideas, not just the exact wording.



Q: How do I cite multiple sources for an indirect quote
that synthesizes information?
A: If an indirect quote synthesizes information from multiple sources, you should cite each
source from which you drew the paraphrased or summarized material. You may need to
attribute specific parts of the synthesized idea to their respective sources or indicate that
the overall idea is a composite drawn from several works.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style differentiate
between citing facts and opinions as indirect quotes?
A: While both facts and opinions from other sources should be cited when not common
knowledge, the emphasis on citing unique interpretations or specific factual data is
particularly strong. Chicago style encourages citing any information or idea that you have
not generated yourself and that is not universally known.

Q: What happens if I forget to cite an indirect quote in
my Chicago-style paper?
A: Forgetting to cite an indirect quote, even unintentionally, is considered plagiarism. This
can lead to serious academic consequences, such as failing grades, suspension, or even
expulsion, and can damage your academic or professional reputation. It also disregards
the copyright of the original author.

Q: Are there situations where an indirect quote in
Chicago style might not need a page number?
A: While page numbers are generally required for indirect quotes in Chicago style to
pinpoint the source, there might be rare exceptions for very general ideas or introductory
remarks that span an entire chapter or section. However, the default and safest practice,
especially when dealing with specific information, is always to include the page number.
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