
chicago manual social science examples

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive guide for academic writing, and its
application to social science research is particularly crucial for ensuring clarity, consistency, and credibility.
Understanding Chicago Manual social science examples is essential for students and researchers aiming to
produce polished, publishable work. This article delves into the specific nuances of CMOS as they pertain to
social science disciplines, covering everything from in-text citations and bibliographies to formatting of
specific elements like tables and figures. We will explore how to effectively implement CMOS guidelines
to showcase your research in a professional and standardized manner, making your work accessible and
understandable to a broad academic audience. Proper citation practices, for instance, are a cornerstone of
academic integrity, and CMOS offers clear directives on how to achieve this accurately.
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Understanding Chicago Manual Social Science Citation Styles

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. For many social sciences, the notes-bibliography system, utilizing footnotes or endnotes,
is often preferred due to its ability to integrate explanatory or tangential information directly within the
text without disrupting the flow. This system involves numbered notes in the text that correspond to a list
of full citations at the end of the paper or at the bottom of each page. The author-date system, while also
permissible, is more commonly found in fields like political science or economics, where brevity in in-text
referencing is prioritized.

When employing the notes-bibliography system for social science research, accuracy in referencing
primary and secondary sources is paramount. This includes detailing the author(s), title of the work,
publication information (city, publisher, year), and specific page numbers for direct quotations or
paraphrased ideas. The Chicago Manual provides detailed examples for a wide array of source types, from
journal articles and books to interviews and archival materials, all of which are frequently encountered in
social science research.



The Notes-Bibliography System for Social Science

The notes-bibliography system requires careful attention to the format of both the in-text notes and the
final bibliography. Notes are typically introduced with a superscript Arabic numeral in the text. The first
time a source is cited, the note should include full bibliographical information. Subsequent citations of the
same source can be shortened, often using just the author’s last name, a shortened title, and the page
number. This method allows for detailed sourcing without overwhelming the reader’s immediate text.

The Author-Date System for Social Science

Alternatively, the author-date system, prevalent in some social science disciplines, uses parenthetical in-
text citations consisting of the author’s last name and the year of publication, along with page numbers for
direct quotes. For example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2022, 45). This system necessitates a
corresponding reference list at the end of the document that provides full bibliographical details for each
cited source, arranged alphabetically by author’s last name. While less common for the breadth of social
science inquiry, it offers a streamlined approach for certain types of research.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Social Science Research

Footnotes and endnotes serve a dual purpose in social science writing: providing the necessary citation
details and offering a space for supplementary information that might otherwise interrupt the main text. In
the notes-bibliography system, footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the note number is
indicated, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document. Both are equally acceptable within
CMOS, with the choice often depending on the publication venue or instructor preference.

Social scientists often utilize notes to include definitions of key terms, historical context that is relevant but
not central to the argument, or to acknowledge the limitations of a particular data set. For instance, a
sociologist might use a footnote to briefly explain a complex theoretical concept that is being applied to their
analysis, or a historian might use one to cite an archival collection without interrupting the narrative flow.
The careful construction of these notes ensures that readers can access both the foundational evidence for
the claims made and additional insights for deeper understanding.

Using Notes for Supplementary Information

Beyond simple citations, footnotes and endnotes are invaluable tools for social scientists to enrich their
arguments. A political scientist, for example, might include a note detailing the specific coding scheme used



for qualitative data analysis, or a geographer might provide a brief explanation of a cartographic convention.
These additions, while not part of the primary argument, can significantly enhance the rigor and
transparency of the research for interested readers.

Formatting Citations within Notes

The formatting of citations within footnotes and endnotes follows strict Chicago Manual guidelines. For a
book, a typical first note might read: John M. Thompson, Historical Documents of the American Revolution
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1985), 78. Subsequent citations would be shortened, such as
Thompson, Historical Documents, 123. For journal articles, the format would include the article title,
journal name, volume, issue, date, and page range, along with the specific page cited. Consistency is key,
and adherence to CMOS examples is essential.

The Chicago Manual Style for Bibliographies

The bibliography, whether it’s a “Bibliography” in the notes-bibliography system or a “Reference List” in
the author-date system, is a critical component of any social science paper. It serves as a comprehensive
inventory of all sources consulted and cited in the work, allowing readers to locate and verify the
information presented. The Chicago Manual provides specific rules for alphabetizing entries, formatting
author names, titles, and publication details to ensure a standardized and professional presentation.

In the notes-bibliography system, the bibliography is usually arranged alphabetically by the author’s last
name. Unlike the shortened notes, each entry in the bibliography provides the complete publication
information. This includes authors’ full names, complete book or article titles, publishers, publication dates,
and any relevant volume or issue numbers. For edited volumes, it's crucial to distinguish between the
editor’s role and the authors of individual chapters.

Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography Entry

A well-constructed bibliography entry in Chicago style for a book typically includes:

Author(s) last name, first name.

Title of Book.

Place of publication: Publisher, Year of publication.



For a journal article, it would look like:

Author(s) last name, first name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page
range.

These elements are presented in a consistent order and format, often with hanging indents for better
readability.

Alphabetical Arrangement and Formatting Conventions

All entries in the bibliography must be alphabetized by the author’s last name. If there are multiple works
by the same author, they are then arranged chronologically by publication year. For works with more than
two authors or editors, CMOS has specific guidelines on how to list them, often including the first author
followed by "et al." in notes but listing all authors in the bibliography. Pay close attention to the use of italics
for book titles and quotation marks for article titles.

Formatting Tables and Figures According to Chicago Manual
Standards

The clear and consistent presentation of data is vital in social science research. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides guidelines for formatting tables and figures to ensure they are easily understandable and
integrated effectively into the text. Tables are used to present numerical data in rows and columns, while
figures can encompass charts, graphs, maps, or images.

Each table and figure should be numbered consecutively (e.g., Table 1, Figure 1) and have a descriptive
title. The title and any explanatory notes or legends should be placed in proximity to the visual element.
For tables, column and row headings should be clear and concise. For figures, labels should be legible, and
axes should be clearly marked with units of measurement where appropriate. The placement of tables and
figures within the manuscript is also important; they should appear as close as possible to the first textual
reference to them.

Numbering and Titling Tables and Figures

Every table and figure must be assigned a unique number, typically starting from one and proceeding
sequentially throughout the document. For example, the first table would be "Table 1," and the first figure



would be "Figure 1." Following the number, a concise and informative title should be provided, such as
"Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of Study Participants" or "Figure 1: Trend of Unemployment Rates
(2000-2020)." This ensures that each visual element is readily identifiable.

Content and Placement of Visual Elements

The content within tables and figures should be clear and easy to interpret. Tables should have well-
defined column and row headers, and all data should be accurately transcribed. For figures, ensure that all
text, labels, and legends are legible and that the visual representation accurately reflects the data. According
to CMOS, tables and figures should ideally be placed immediately following their first mention in the text.
If they are too large to fit on a single page, they may be placed on the following page.

Specific Social Science Examples for Chicago Manual Usage

To solidify understanding, let’s consider specific Chicago Manual social science examples. Imagine a political
science paper analyzing voting patterns. A direct quotation might require a footnote: “The surge in
independent voters marked a significant departure from historical trends.”¹ The corresponding footnote
would provide the source details, such as John Smith, American Electorate Dynamics (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2021), 112. If the paper uses the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Smith
2021, 112).

For a sociological study on urban gentrification, referencing an interview would be common. A footnote for
an interview might read: Interview with Maria Rodriguez, July 15, 2023, transcript, author’s personal
collection. Or, for a more formal interview published or archived, it would follow specific CMOS guidelines
for such sources, including interviewer, interviewee, date, and location or repository.

Citing Journal Articles in Social Science

When citing a journal article in a social science context, precision in Chicago style is crucial. For instance, a
footnote might cite:

Jane Doe, “The Impact of Social Media on Political Polarization,” Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 2
(2020): 155.

The corresponding bibliography entry would provide the same information, perhaps with the article title
in quotation marks and the journal title in italics: Doe, Jane. “The Impact of Social Media on Political
Polarization.” Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2020): 150–65.



Referencing Books and Book Chapters

Referencing books and their constituent chapters in social science research is frequent. For a book authored
by multiple individuals, CMOS specifies how to list them in both notes and the bibliography. For example,
citing a book might look like:

Paul Johnson and Sarah Lee, Urban Sociology: Theories and Practices (London: Routledge, 2019), 45.

If citing a chapter within an edited book, the footnote would include the chapter author, chapter title, book
title, editor(s), and publication details. The bibliography entry would similarly delineate these elements
clearly.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Manual Social Science Formatting

Despite the clarity of the Chicago Manual of Style, social science researchers can sometimes encounter
challenges. One common pitfall is inconsistency in citation formatting, particularly when using multiple
sources or when transitioning between different types of materials. Another frequent error is the incorrect
numbering of notes, leading to reader confusion. Ensuring that every source mentioned in the text is also
present in the bibliography, and vice versa, is a critical step that is sometimes overlooked.

Incorrectly formatting electronic sources, such as websites or online reports, can also be problematic. The
Chicago Manual has evolved to include guidelines for digital content, but these can be complex. For
instance, providing stable URLs (like DOIs for journal articles) and access dates is often necessary.
Overlooking these details can diminish the credibility and accessibility of the research for readers
attempting to follow up on the cited information.

Ensuring Citation Consistency

Maintaining consistency across all citations, whether in footnotes, endnotes, or the bibliography, is
paramount. This involves adhering strictly to the chosen citation style (notes-bibliography or author-date)
and applying the rules uniformly to all source types. It is highly recommended to consult the latest edition
of The Chicago Manual of Style or reliable online resources that provide specific examples for social science
materials. A thorough review of the manuscript before submission is essential to catch any inconsistencies.

Navigating Online and Digital Resources

The digital age presents unique challenges for citation. When referencing online articles, reports, or



databases, it’s important to include sufficient information for retrieval. This typically means including the
author, title, website name, publication date (if available), and a stable URL or DOI. For content that may
change, including an access date is also advisable. Social scientists often rely on a wide array of digital
resources, making mastery of these specific CMOS guidelines crucial for robust academic work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Chicago Manual's notes-
bibliography and author-date systems for social science research?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The notes-bibliography system uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes that correspond to a bibliography, allowing for more explanatory text
within notes. The author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations in the text (e.g., Smith 2022, 45) that
directly link to a reference list at the end of the paper. While both are acceptable in social sciences, the
notes-bibliography system is often favored for its flexibility in including additional commentary.

Q: Can I use footnotes or endnotes for providing definitions of complex
social science terms in my Chicago style paper?
A: Yes, absolutely. A key advantage of the notes-bibliography system in Chicago style is its suitability for
including supplementary information in footnotes or endnotes. This includes definitions of complex
theoretical concepts, brief historical background, or methodological clarifications that might interrupt the
flow of the main text if placed within the body of the paper.

Q: How should I format a citation for a personal interview conducted for
my social science research according to the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: For a personal interview, a Chicago style footnote or endnote would typically include the interviewee's
name, the date of the interview, and information about the interview's status (e.g., "transcript," "private
collection," or "author's collection"). For example: Interview with Dr. Eleanor Vance, March 10, 2023,
transcript, author's personal collection. The corresponding bibliography entry would be more detailed,
including the interviewer if applicable and the location of the transcript if archived.

Q: What are the specific Chicago Manual guidelines for citing
government documents in social science research?
A: Citing government documents in Chicago style can be intricate as they vary widely. Generally,



footnotes/endnotes and bibliography entries should include the issuing agency, the title of the document,
publication details (including report numbers if applicable), and the date. If citing legislation, the act name
and statute information are crucial. The Chicago Manual provides specific examples for different types of
government publications, such as congressional reports, departmental publications, and statutes.

Q: How do I cite a website or online report in Chicago style for a social
science paper?
A: When citing a website or online report, a Chicago style note and bibliography entry should include the
author (if any), the title of the specific page or report, the name of the website, the publication date (if
available), and a stable URL (preferably a DOI if applicable). It is also recommended to include an access
date, especially for content that might be updated or removed. For example: U.S. Department of Labor,
Bureau of Labor Statistics, "Employment Situation Summary," last modified January 5, 2024,
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm.

Q: What is the recommended practice for citing social media posts or
online discussions in Chicago style for social science research?
A: Citing social media posts or online discussions requires careful attention to the platform and the nature of
the content. In Chicago style, a note would typically include the author of the post, the platform (e.g.,
Twitter, Facebook), a description of the post, the date it was posted, and the URL. For example: Jane Doe
(@janedoe), “Fascinating new research on urban planning,” Twitter, October 26, 2023,
https://twitter.com/janedoe/status/1234567890. It is advisable to check with your instructor or publisher for
specific preferences regarding these less formal sources.

Q: How does Chicago Manual style handle citations for unpublished
manuscripts or working papers commonly found in social science?
A: For unpublished manuscripts or working papers, Chicago style requires detailed information in both
notes and the bibliography. The note would typically include the author, the title of the paper, the status
(e.g., "unpublished manuscript" or "working paper"), the date it was written, and where it can be accessed
or if it's in the author's possession. For example: Mark Chen, "The Social Construction of Identity in Online
Communities" (unpublished manuscript, 2022), author's personal collection. The bibliography entry would
mirror this information with appropriate formatting.
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