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Chicago Manual Paraphrase Citation Rules: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual paraphrase citation rules are essential for academic integrity and clear
communication. Understanding how to properly paraphrase and cite sources according to the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) prevents plagiarism and allows readers to locate your original sources. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of paraphrasing within the Chicago style, covering
everything from the fundamental principles to specific citation requirements for both notes and
bibliography formats. We will explore the difference between quoting and paraphrasing, discuss when
and why paraphrasing is necessary, and provide actionable advice on how to rephrase source
material accurately and ethically. Furthermore, we will examine the crucial elements of in-text
citations and bibliography entries as dictated by CMOS for paraphrased content, ensuring your
academic work adheres to the highest standards of scholarly practice.
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Understanding Paraphrasing in Academic Writing

Paraphrasing is a fundamental skill for any writer engaging with source material. It involves restating
the ideas, arguments, or information from a text in your own words and sentence structure. This
process requires more than just swapping out a few words; it demands a deep understanding of the
original text’s meaning and the ability to convey that meaning clearly and concisely without altering
its original intent. Effective paraphrasing demonstrates critical thinking and synthesis, showing that
you have processed the information and can integrate it seamlessly into your own work. It is a
cornerstone of scholarly discourse, enabling writers to build upon existing knowledge while giving due
credit to the original authors.

The Difference Between Quoting and Paraphrasing

The distinction between quoting and paraphrasing is crucial for academic honesty. A direct quote
involves using the exact words of the original source, enclosed in quotation marks, and followed by a



citation. This is typically reserved for passages that are particularly striking, famously phrased, or
when the precise wording is essential to your argument. Paraphrasing, on the other hand, involves
rephrasing the source's ideas in your own words. While both require citation, paraphrasing allows for
greater flexibility in integrating source material into your writing's flow and voice. It is important to
remember that even when paraphrasing, you are still using someone else's intellectual property and
must therefore attribute the source.

Why Paraphrase According to Chicago Manual Style?

Paraphrasing is a vital technique in academic writing for several key reasons. Firstly, it helps to avoid
over-reliance on direct quotations, which can disrupt the flow and voice of your own paper. By
paraphrasing, you can integrate source material more smoothly into your narrative, ensuring your
argument remains central. Secondly, paraphrasing demonstrates that you have thoroughly
understood the source material. You are not merely repeating words but are actively engaging with
and interpreting the information. This deep engagement is what scholarly work is built upon. Thirdly,
it allows you to condense information from longer passages, presenting the core ideas more concisely
and efficiently for your reader. Finally, proper paraphrasing, always accompanied by accurate citation,
is the most effective way to avoid accusations of plagiarism.

Core Principles of Effective Paraphrasing

Effective paraphrasing hinges on several core principles that ensure accuracy and ethical attribution.
The primary rule is to fully comprehend the original text. Before attempting to rephrase, read the
passage multiple times until you are confident you understand its meaning, nuances, and context.
Next, put the original text aside and write the idea in your own words, using your own sentence
structure. This forces you to process the information rather than simply rearranging words. Focus on
conveying the same meaning, but with different vocabulary and syntax. It is crucial to check your
paraphrase against the original to ensure you haven't inadvertently retained too much of the original
wording or structure, and that the meaning remains unaltered. Always, without exception, cite your
source immediately after paraphrasing.

Chicago Manual Style: Notes and Bibliography System
for Paraphrases

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. The Notes and Bibliography system is commonly used in the humanities
and historical disciplines. In this system, paraphrased material is acknowledged through both
footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography at the end of the work. The notes serve as in-text indicators,
pointing readers to the source, while the bibliography provides a comprehensive list of all consulted
sources. Mastering the specific formatting for paraphrased content within this system is crucial for
avoiding errors and maintaining academic credibility.



In-Text Citations for Paraphrased Material (Notes System)

When paraphrasing in the Chicago Notes and Bibliography system, you are required to provide a
citation immediately following the paraphrased material. This is done using a superscript numeral that
corresponds to a footnote or endnote. The note itself will contain the bibliographic information for the
source. The initial citation for a specific source in a note will typically be more detailed, including page
numbers, while subsequent citations for the same source can be shortened. For instance, if you
paraphrase an idea from page 55 of a book, a superscript '1' would follow the paraphrase, and
footnote 1 would contain the full citation for that book, including the page number.

Bibliography Entries for Paraphrased Material

Regardless of whether you are quoting or paraphrasing, every source consulted and cited in your
notes must be listed in the bibliography at the end of your paper. For paraphrased material, the
bibliography entry for a book generally includes the author's full name, the title of the book
(italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For articles, it includes
the author's name, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and
issue numbers, and the publication date and page range. The key is that the bibliography entry
provides all the necessary information for a reader to locate the original source, irrespective of
whether the material was quoted or paraphrased.

Chicago Manual Style: Author-Date System for
Paraphrases

The Author-Date system, often favored in the sciences and social sciences, offers a more concise in-
text citation method. Instead of footnotes or endnotes, parenthetical citations are placed directly
within the text, usually at the end of a sentence or clause containing the paraphrased material. These
parenthetical citations typically include the author's last name, the year of publication, and, if
necessary, the page number(s) from which the information was drawn. A comprehensive reference
list, similar to a bibliography but with specific formatting for the Author-Date system, is then provided
at the end of the paper.

In-Text Citations for Paraphrased Material (Author-Date
System)

In the Chicago Author-Date system, paraphrased content is cited parenthetically. The basic format is
(Author Last Name Year). For example, if you are paraphrasing an idea from a work by John Smith
published in 2022, your in-text citation would appear as (Smith 2022). If you are referring to a specific
point on a particular page, you would include the page number: (Smith 2022, 123). When the author's
name is mentioned in the text, you can omit it from the parenthetical citation, as in "As Smith (2022)
argues..." followed by the paraphrased idea.



Bibliography Entries for Paraphrased Material (Author-Date
System)

The reference list in the Author-Date system provides the full bibliographic details for all sources cited
parenthetically in the text. The format for entries closely resembles that of the Notes and Bibliography
system but is arranged differently and may have slight variations in punctuation. For a book, the entry
typically starts with the author's last name and first name, followed by the publication year in
parentheses, the italicized book title, and then the place of publication and publisher. For journal
articles, it includes the author(s), year, article title, journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers.
The crucial aspect is that each reference list entry directly corresponds to an in-text citation.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid When Paraphrasing in
Chicago Style

Several common pitfalls can lead to citation errors or unintentional plagiarism when paraphrasing.
One of the most frequent mistakes is "patchwriting," where a writer changes only a few words or
rearranges the sentence structure slightly, still retaining too much of the original phrasing. This is not
a true paraphrase. Another pitfall is misinterpreting the original source's meaning. If you
misunderstand the material, your paraphrase will be inaccurate, potentially distorting the original
author's argument. Failing to cite at all, or citing incorrectly, is perhaps the most serious error. Always
double-check that your in-text citations (whether notes or parenthetical) accurately link to your
bibliography or reference list and that all necessary details are included in your entries.

Conclusion

Adhering to the chicago manual paraphrase citation rules is paramount for producing credible and
ethically sound academic work. Whether you are using the Notes and Bibliography system or the
Author-Date system, meticulous attention to detail in both your in-text citations and your end-of-
paper list of sources is non-negotiable. By understanding the principles of accurate paraphrasing,
differentiating it from direct quotation, and consistently applying the specific formatting guidelines for
each Chicago style system, you can confidently integrate source material into your writing while
respecting intellectual property and guiding your readers effectively to the original texts.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between paraphrasing and
quoting in Chicago Manual of Style?

A: The primary difference is that a paraphrase rephrases the source's ideas in your own words and
sentence structure, while a quote uses the exact wording from the source, enclosed in quotation
marks. Both require citation according to Chicago Manual of Style rules.



Q: Do | need to include page numbers when paraphrasing in
Chicago Manual of Style notes?

A: Yes, when paraphrasing in the Notes and Bibliography system, it is recommended and often
required to include the specific page number(s) from which the paraphrased material was drawn in
your footnote or endnote.

Q: How does an in-text citation for a paraphrase differ in the
Chicago Author-Date system compared to the Notes and
Bibliography system?

A: In the Author-Date system, paraphrases are cited parenthetically within the text (e.g., Smith 2022,
123), whereas in the Notes and Bibliography system, a superscript numeral is used, corresponding to
a footnote or endnote that contains the citation details.

Q: What is considered "patchwriting” and how can | avoid it
when paraphrasing according to Chicago style?

A: Patchwriting occurs when you change only a few words or slightly alter the sentence structure of
the original source while retaining its core phrasing. To avoid it, ensure you fully understand the
original idea, then put it aside and write the idea entirely in your own words and sentence structure,
using different vocabulary.

Q: If | paraphrase from an online article without page
numbers in Chicago style, what should I include in my
citation?

A: For online articles without page numbers, you should typically include the author's last name and
the year of publication in your in-text citation (Author-Date system). If the source has paragraph
numbers, you may use those instead of page numbers. In the Notes system, the note would provide
the publication details and URL.

Q: Must every paraphrased idea be cited in Chicago Manual of
Style?

A: Yes, every idea, fact, or piece of information that comes from an external source and is
paraphrased must be cited according to Chicago Manual of Style rules to give credit to the original
author and allow readers to verify the information.

Q: Can | paraphrase an entire chapter if | cite it once at the
beginning?

A: No, the Chicago Manual of Style requires citation for each distinct idea or piece of information that



you paraphrase, even within the same chapter or paragraph. A single citation at the beginning of a
paraphrased section is insufficient if multiple distinct points are being made.

Q: How should | format a bibliography entry for a paraphrased
book in Chicago Manual of Style?

A: The bibliography entry for a paraphrased book in Chicago style includes the author's full name, the
italicized book title, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. The format is
the same whether the material was quoted or paraphrased, as the bibliography lists all sources used.
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