chicago manual paraphrase citation
examples

chicago manual paraphrase citation examples are essential for academic and
professional writing, ensuring that original ideas are properly attributed
and plagiarism is avoided. Understanding how to paraphrase effectively within
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) framework is crucial for maintaining
academic integrity and building credibility. This guide will delve into the
nuances of paraphrasing according to CMS guidelines, providing clear examples
for various source types. We will explore the fundamental principles of
paraphrasing, the mechanics of in-text citations, and the corresponding
bibliography entries, covering common scenarios you'll encounter. Whether you
are working with books, articles, websites, or other media, mastering these
citation practices will significantly enhance your writing.
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Understanding Paraphrasing in Chicago Style

Paraphrasing, in essence, involves restating information from a source in
your own words and sentence structure while preserving the original meaning.
It is distinct from quoting, which involves using the exact words of the
original text. The Chicago Manual of Style, a widely respected authority on
style and usage, emphasizes that accurate paraphrasing requires a deep
understanding of the source material, not merely substituting a few words.
The goal is to integrate external ideas seamlessly into your own argument or
analysis, making them your own while giving due credit to the original
author.

Within the Chicago Manual of Style, two distinct citation systems are
recognized: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both
systems require careful attention to detail when paraphrasing. The notes-
bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, which
are then compiled into a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work.
The author-date system, more common in the sciences, uses parenthetical



author-date citations in the text, which are also listed in a reference list.
This article will primarily focus on examples relevant to both systems,
highlighting how paraphrasing differs and how citations are applied.

The Importance of Accurate Chicago Manual
Paraphrase Citations

Accurate citation is the bedrock of academic and professional honesty. When
you paraphrase, you are using someone else's intellectual property. Failing
to cite properly, even unintentionally, constitutes plagiarism, a serious
academic offense. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a robust framework to
prevent this, ensuring that readers can trace the origins of your ideas and
verify your sources. Proper paraphrasing demonstrates your engagement with
the scholarly conversation and your ability to synthesize information from
various perspectives.

Moreover, correctly implemented Chicago manual paraphrase citation examples
build trust with your audience. Readers expect that information presented in
an academic or professional context is supported by credible evidence. When
citations are clear, consistent, and accurate, it enhances the authority and
reliability of your work. It allows readers to delve deeper into the subject
matter by consulting the original sources, fostering a more thorough and
critical understanding of the topic.

When to Paraphrase and Cite

The decision to paraphrase and cite stems from the fundamental principle of
acknowledging intellectual debt. Anytime you draw upon the ideas, arguments,
data, or theories of another author, you must provide attribution. This
includes information that is not common knowledge, even if you are not using
the author's exact phrasing. If an idea is unique to a particular source, or
if it represents a significant contribution to a field, it warrants citation.

Paraphrasing is particularly useful when you want to:

e Integrate source material smoothly into your own prose without
disrupting the flow with direct quotes.

e Explain complex ideas from a source in a way that is more accessible to
your audience or that better fits your specific argument.

e Summarize a lengthy passage or a series of points from a source.

e Compare or contrast ideas from multiple sources.



e Avoid overusing direct quotations, which can make your writing feel
choppy or overly reliant on others.

Crafting an Effective Paraphrase

An effective paraphrase goes beyond simply changing a few words. It requires
a thorough understanding of the original text's meaning. First, read the
passage carefully until you fully grasp its core message. Then, put the
original text aside and try to explain the idea in your own words. Focus on
conveying the same meaning using entirely different sentence structures and
vocabulary. Avoid using key phrases or jargon from the original unless
absolutely necessary, and if you do, consider quoting them and attributing
them specifically.

After drafting your paraphrase, compare it against the original source.
Ensure that you have accurately captured the author's meaning without
introducing your own interpretations or opinions, unless that is the explicit
purpose of your analysis and you are clearly distinguishing it. Critically,
verify that your paraphrase is sufficiently different from the original
wording and structure. Overly close paraphrasing, even with a citation, can
still be considered a form of plagiarism. The key is to demonstrate that you
have processed and understood the information to the point where you can re-
articulate it authentically.

Chicago Style In-Text Citations for Paraphrases

Chicago style offers two primary methods for in-text citation when
paraphrasing: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. In
the notes-bibliography system, a superscript Arabic numeral is placed at the
end of the paraphrased sentence or clause, corresponding to a footnote or
endnote. This note contains the full citation information for the source. If
you refer to the same source multiple times, subsequent notes can be
shortened. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations, typically
including the author's last name and the year of publication, and often a
page number (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)).

Regardless of the system used, the page number is generally considered
essential for paraphrased material when the source is paginated, especially
if you are referencing a specific idea or argument that appears on a
particular page. Including the page number helps readers locate the precise
point in the original text where the paraphrased idea can be found, further
enhancing the transparency and verifiability of your work. Even if the
paraphrase covers a broader concept, citing a specific page or range of pages
is often recommended for clarity.



Chicago Bibliography Entries for Paraphrased
Sources

The bibliography, or reference list, is a crucial component of Chicago-style
citation, providing a comprehensive record of all sources consulted. Each
entry in the bibliography corresponds to an in-text citation and provides
full publication details. The format of these entries varies depending on the
type of source (book, article, website, etc.). The Chicago Manual of Style
provides detailed guidelines for constructing these entries, ensuring
consistency and completeness.

When paraphrasing, the bibliography entry is identical to what it would be if
you had directly quoted the source. The in-text citation points to this full
entry. For example, a paraphrased idea from a book will have a corresponding
book entry in the bibliography, and a paraphrased idea from a journal article
will have a journal article entry. The goal is to allow any interested reader
to easily identify and locate the original source of the information you have
paraphrased.

Chicago Manual Paraphrase Citation Examples:
Books

Paraphrasing from a book is a common practice. When you paraphrase an idea
from a book and are using the notes-bibliography system, you would place a
superscript number after the paraphrased sentence. The corresponding footnote
or endnote would then include author, title, publication details, and the
page number(s) from which the information was drawn. For the bibliography,
you would list the book in a standardized format.

Example Scenario: You are paraphrasing a concept about urban development from
a book titled "The Evolving City" by Jane Doe, published in 2018 by
University Press, on pages 75-78.

Paraphrased sentence in your text: The economic forces driving suburban
sprawl in the mid-20th century were deeply intertwined with evolving
transportation technologies and federal housing policies.®

Corresponding Footnote/Endnote (Notes-Bibliography System):

1. Jane Doe, The Evolving City (New York: University Press, 2018), 75.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:



e Doe, Jane. The Evolving City. New York: University Press, 2018.

If you were using the author-date system, the in-text citation would look
different:

Paraphrased sentence in your text (Author-Date System): The economic forces
driving suburban sprawl in the mid-20th century were deeply intertwined with
evolving transportation technologies and federal housing policies (Doe 2018,
75).

The bibliography entry in the author-date system for a book typically
maintains a similar structure but might omit the publisher's city in some
contexts, though CMS generally retains it. The key difference is the in-text
parenthetical citation.

Chicago Manual Paraphrase Citation Examples:
Journal Articles

Paraphrasing from academic journal articles is fundamental to scholarly
writing. The process is similar to paraphrasing books, but the citation
details will reflect the article's specific publication information,
including the journal title, volume, issue, and page range. Again, both the
notes-bibliography and author-date systems are applicable.

Example Scenario: You are paraphrasing a finding about climate change impacts
from an article by John Smith titled "Global Warming's Coastal Effects,"
published in the Journal of Environmental Science, volume 45, issue 3, in
2021, on pages 112-115.

Paraphrased sentence in your text: Coastal communities are increasingly
vulnerable to rising sea levels and more frequent extreme weather events due
to ongoing climate change.?

Corresponding Footnote/Endnote (Notes-Bibliography System):

1. John Smith, "Global Warming's Coastal Effects," Journal of Environmental
Science 45, no. 3 (2021): 114.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:

e Smith, John. "Global Warming's Coastal Effects." Journal of
Environmental Science 45, no. 3 (2021): 112-115.



Using the author-date system:

Paraphrased sentence in your text (Author-Date System): Coastal communities
are increasingly vulnerable to rising sea levels and more frequent extreme
weather events due to ongoing climate change (Smith 2021, 114).

Chicago Manual Paraphrase Citation Examples:
Websites

Citing web content requires careful attention to available information. When
paraphrasing from a website, include the author (if known), the title of the
specific page or article, the website's name, and the URL. For dated content,
include the publication or last updated date. In the notes-bibliography
system, the note should include this information along with the access date
if the content might change.

Example Scenario: You are paraphrasing information about renewable energy
trends from a report on the "Future Energy Outlook" page of the Global Energy
Institute's website, last updated on October 26, 2023. The URL is
www.globalenergyinstitute.org/future-energy.

Paraphrased sentence in your text: The adoption of solar and wind power
technologies has accelerated significantly in recent years, driven by both
technological advancements and supportive government policies.’

Corresponding Footnote/Endnote (Notes-Bibliography System):

1. Global Energy Institute, "Future Energy Outlook," last modified October
26, 2023, www.globalenergyinstitute.org/future-energy.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:

e Global Energy Institute. "Future Energy Outlook." Last modified October
26, 2023. www.globalenergyinstitute.org/future-energy.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would typically omit the URL
and access date in the parenthetical citation itself, but these are included
in the reference list.

Paraphrased sentence in your text (Author-Date System): The adoption of solar
and wind power technologies has accelerated significantly in recent years,



driven by both technological advancements and supportive government policies
(Global Energy Institute 2023).

Chicago Manual Paraphrase Citation Examples:
Other Sources

Chicago style covers a wide array of source types, including interviews,
government documents, films, and more. The principles of paraphrasing remain
the same: understand, restate in your own words, and cite accurately. The
specific details in the citation will adapt to the nature of the source.

Example Scenario: You are paraphrasing a key insight from an interview with
Dr. Anya Sharma conducted on November 10, 2023, about the psychological
effects of social media.

Paraphrased sentence in your text: Constant exposure to curated online
personas can contribute to feelings of inadequacy and social comparison among
adolescents.’

Corresponding Footnote/Endnote (Notes-Bibliography System):

1. Anya Sharma, interview by author, November 10, 2023.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:

e Sharma, Anya. Interview by author. November 10, 2023.

For the author-date system, interview citations are often handled slightly
differently, sometimes only appearing in the notes if at all, depending on
the context and whether they are considered personal communications. However,
for published interviews or transcripts, a standard citation format would

apply.

Best Practices for Chicago Manual Paraphrase
Citation

To ensure accuracy and avoid common pitfalls when paraphrasing under the
Chicago Manual of Style, several best practices are recommended. First and
foremost, always refer to the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style



for the most up-to-date guidelines. Develop a habit of meticulously tracking
your sources as you research; note down author, title, publication details,
and page numbers for every piece of information you might consider
paraphrasing.

Furthermore, aim for clarity and conciseness in both your paraphrases and
your citations. If you are unsure whether to cite, err on the side of caution
and include a citation. Regularly review your work for citation consistency,
ensuring that your in-text citations accurately match your bibliography
entries and that the formatting adheres strictly to Chicago style. Practicing
with different source types will build your confidence and skill in applying
these essential citation standards.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between paraphrasing
and quoting in Chicago style?

A: Paraphrasing involves restating an idea from a source in your own words
and sentence structure, while quoting involves using the exact wording of the
original text, enclosed in quotation marks. Both require proper citation in
Chicago style, but the in-text citation format and the way the material is
integrated into your text differ.

Q: Do I need to include a page number when
paraphrasing in Chicago style?

A: Yes, it is generally recommended and often required to include a page
number when paraphrasing in Chicago style, especially if you are referencing
a specific idea or argument found on a particular page. This helps readers
locate the original source accurately.

Q: How do I cite a paraphrased idea from a source I
found online with no author listed?

A: If no author is listed for a website or online article, you can typically
cite the organization or corporate author responsible for the content. If no
author or organization is apparent, you might start the citation with the
title of the specific page or article. Always check the latest Chicago Manual
of Style for the most precise guidance on handling such cases.

Q: What if I paraphrase from multiple pages of the



same source in one paragraph?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, you can list a range of page numbers in
the footnote or endnote (e.g., 75-78). In the author-date system, you would
typically include the page number of the most relevant part of the paraphrase
in the parenthetical citation (e.g., (Smith 2020, 75-78)).

Q: Can I paraphrase a very common idea or fact
without citing it in Chicago style?

A: Common knowledge, such as widely accepted historical dates or general
scientific principles, usually does not require citation. However, if an idea
is specific to a particular author's interpretation or research, even if it
seems generally known, it is best practice to cite it to be safe. When in
doubt, cite.

Q: How do I ensure my paraphrase is sufficiently
different from the original text?

A: To ensure your paraphrase is sufficiently different, read the original
text carefully to understand its meaning, then put it aside and write your
paraphrase from memory using entirely different sentence structures and
vocabulary. Avoid simply rearranging words or using synonyms for key terms.
Then, compare your paraphrase to the original to confirm it accurately
reflects the meaning and is distinct in its presentation.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style require a
bibliography for all paraphrased sources?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style requires a bibliography (or reference
list) for all paraphrased sources, regardless of whether you use the notes-
bibliography system or the author-date system. The bibliography provides a
comprehensive list of all consulted sources.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography entry for
a paraphrased source?

A: The bibliography entry provides the full publication details of the source
from which the information was paraphrased. This allows readers to locate and
consult the original source for further information or verification.
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