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chicago manual of style works cited formatting requirements are paramount for academic
integrity and scholarly communication, ensuring that readers can easily locate and verify the
sources used in a text. Mastering these guidelines is essential for students, researchers, and anyone
aiming to produce polished academic work. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies
of creating a Works Cited page according to the Chicago style, covering everything from general
principles to the specifics of citing various source types. We will explore the fundamental elements
of a Chicago-style citation, discuss common citation formats, and provide detailed instructions for
citing books, journal articles, websites, and more, ensuring accuracy and adherence to scholarly
standards. Understanding these formatting nuances will elevate the professionalism and credibility
of your research.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for documenting sources: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. While both systems aim to provide clear and
accurate source attribution, their presentation differs significantly. The notes-bibliography system,
often favored in the humanities, uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at
the end of the work. The author-date system, more common in the social sciences and natural
sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations keyed to a reference list. This article will primarily
focus on the requirements for a Works Cited page, which is generally associated with the author-
date system, but the principles of accuracy and completeness apply to both.

Regardless of the system chosen, the core goal of any citation format is to provide sufficient
information for a reader to identify and retrieve the original source. This involves consistently
presenting key bibliographic details such as author name(s), title of the work, publication
information (publisher, date, location), and specific details for online sources like URLs or DOIs.
Adhering to the established conventions of the Chicago Manual of Style ensures that your research
is presented with a professional and academic rigor that is recognized and respected within
scholarly communities.



General Principles for Chicago Style Works Cited Pages

A Works Cited page in Chicago style, typically used with the author-date system, serves as a
consolidated list of all the sources you have referenced within your text. It is placed at the end of
your document. The primary objective is to present information clearly and concisely, allowing
readers to easily identify and locate each source. Alphabetical order by the author's last name (or by
title if no author is listed) is the standard organizational principle for the Works Cited page, ensuring
a logical flow and ease of navigation for the reader.

Several key elements form the backbone of any Chicago-style citation, whether it appears in a
bibliography or a reference list. These include the author's name, the full title of the work, and
publication details. For books, this typically involves the publisher and year of publication. For
articles or other shorter works within a larger publication, the title of the container (e.g., the journal
or anthology), volume and issue numbers, and page ranges are crucial. For online sources, the
website name, publication date (if available), and a stable URL or DOI are essential.

Formatting conventions are strictly enforced. Author names are generally presented with the last
name first for the first author listed, followed by first names for all authors. Titles of books and
journals are italicized, while titles of articles and chapters are typically enclosed in quotation marks.
Punctuation plays a vital role in delineating different pieces of information within a citation, and
consistency in its application is key to professional presentation. Pay close attention to commas,
periods, and colons as specified by the Chicago Manual of Style.

Citing Books in Chicago Style

Citing books is a fundamental skill when adhering to Chicago Manual of Style works cited formatting
requirements. The precise format will vary slightly depending on whether it's a single-author book, a
book with multiple authors, an edited volume, or a specific edition. However, the core components
remain consistent: author(s), title, and publication details.

Single-Author Books
For a book authored by a single individual, the entry typically begins with the author's last name,
followed by a comma, and then their first name. The title of the book is italicized, followed by a
period. Then comes the publication information: the city of publication, followed by a colon, the
publisher's name, and a comma, and finally, the year of publication. A period concludes the entry.

Example:

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University Press, 2020.



Books with Multiple Authors
When citing a book with two authors, list both names. The first author is listed by last name first,
followed by the second author by first name first. For three or more authors, Chicago style generally
recommends listing the first author by last name first, followed by "et al." after the title, though
some choose to list all authors if space permits and clarity is improved.

Example (two authors):

Jones, Mary, and Robert Green. Urban Development Patterns. New York: City Books, 2018.

Edited Volumes
For edited volumes, the entry begins with the editor's name, often preceded by "ed." for editor or
"eds." for editors. The title of the edited work follows, italicized. Then, the publication information,
including publisher and year, is provided.

Example (one editor):

Davis, Sarah, ed. Essays on American Literature. London: Academic Press, 2019.

Specific Editions and Reprintings
If you are citing a specific edition other than the first, or a reprint of an older work, you should
indicate this. For a specific edition, you might include "2nd ed." or similar after the title. For
reprints, the original publication year might be included, followed by the year of the reprint.

Example (specific edition):

Brown, Peter. Introduction to Economics. 5th ed. Boston: Pearson, 2021.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Citing journal articles requires specific details to help readers locate the exact article within a larger
publication. The Chicago Manual of Style works cited formatting requirements for journal articles
are designed to capture the article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication date,
and page range.

Standard Journal Article Format
A typical journal article citation begins with the author's last name, followed by their first name. The
title of the article is placed in quotation marks. Following the article title, the name of the journal is



italicized. Then, the volume number, followed by the issue number (often indicated as "no."), the
publication date (usually the year), and finally, the page range of the article are provided. A period
concludes the entry.

Example:

Williams, Emily. "The Impact of Technology on Modern Society." Journal of Social Sciences 25,
no. 3 (2022): 112-130.

Articles with Multiple Authors
Similar to book citations, if a journal article has two authors, both are listed, with the first author in
last name, first name format and the second in first name, last name format. For three or more
authors, the first author is listed by last name first, followed by "et al."

Example (two authors):

Garcia, Maria, and David Lee. "Renewable Energy Trends." Environmental Science Review 10,
no. 1 (2021): 45-62.

Articles Accessed Online
When citing a journal article accessed online, it's crucial to include the Digital Object Identifier
(DOI) if available, as it provides a stable link to the article. If no DOI is present, a stable URL can be
provided. The format remains largely the same, with the DOI or URL appended at the end.

Example (with DOI):

Chen, Wei. "Economic Globalization and Labor Markets." International Business Quarterly 15,
no. 4 (2023): 201-218. https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2023.1234567.

Citing Websites and Online Resources in Chicago Style

The proliferation of online resources necessitates clear guidelines for citing websites, which can be
more fluid than traditional print sources. The Chicago Manual of Style works cited formatting
requirements for websites aim to provide enough information for readers to find the specific page or
document you referenced.

Basic Website Citation
A standard website citation includes the author of the content (if known), the title of the specific
page or document, the name of the website, the publication date or last updated date (if available),



and the URL. If no author is listed, the citation begins with the title of the page. It is also good
practice to include the date you accessed the page.

Example:

Miller, Robert. "Understanding Climate Change." NASA Climate. Last modified January 15,
2023. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://climate.nasa.gov/understanding-climate-change/.

Pages Without an Author or Publication Date
When an author cannot be identified, the citation begins with the title of the page. If there is no
publication or last updated date, indicate "n.d." for no date. Always include the URL and the access
date to provide the most complete citation possible, acknowledging the dynamic nature of web
content.

Example (no author, no date):

"Famous Landmarks of the World." National Geographic. n.d. Accessed November 1, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/landmarks.

Online News Articles and Blog Posts
Online news articles and blog posts follow a similar format to other web pages but may include
additional details like the name of the publication or blog and the author's byline. Ensure you
capture the specific title of the article or post.

Example (online news article):

Davis, Emily. "Local Elections Results Announced." The City Chronicle, November 2, 2023.
https://www.citychronicle.com/election-results.

Citing Other Common Source Types

Beyond books, journals, and websites, the Chicago Manual of Style works cited formatting
requirements extend to a wide array of other source types encountered in research. Each has
specific conventions to ensure clarity and completeness.

Citing Interviews
For interviews, whether published or personal, you need to identify the interviewee, the interviewer
(if applicable), the date, and the format or location of the interview (e.g., personal interview,
published in a journal, online archive).



Example (personal interview):

Rodriguez, Carlos. Personal interview by author. July 10, 2023.

Example (published interview):

Lopez, Maria. Interview by David Chen. "The Future of AI." Tech Weekly, August 1, 2023.

Citing Government Documents
Government documents often have specific organizational authors (e.g., a department or agency).
The citation should reflect this, followed by the title of the document, publication information, and
date.

Example:

United States, Department of Labor. Annual Report on Employment Statistics. Washington,
DC: Government Printing Office, 2022.

Citing Films and Television Shows
When citing audiovisual materials, key information includes the title of the work, director,
producers, production company, and year of release. For television episodes, specify the episode
title and the series title.

Example (film):

The Grand Adventure. Directed by Jane Doe. Produced by John Smith. Hollywood Productions,
2021.

Example (television episode):

"Mystery of the Missing Map." Detective Series. Directed by Robert Johnson. Aired October
15, 2023, on ABC.

Citing Dissertations and Theses
For dissertations and theses, include the author's name, the title of the work (italicized), the degree
sought (e.g., PhD dissertation, MA thesis), the university granting the degree, and the year of
completion. If accessed online, include the database or repository information and URL.

Example:



Kim, Ji-hoon. Studies in Modern Poetry. PhD dissertation, University of California, Berkeley,
2020.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Manual of Style
Works Cited Formatting Requirements

Q: What is the primary difference between a bibliography and
a works cited page in Chicago style?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, a bibliography typically lists all sources consulted, even those not
directly cited in the text, and is often used with the notes-bibliography system. A Works Cited page,
used with the author-date system, lists only the sources that have been actually cited in the paper.

Q: How should I format author names on a Chicago style
Works Cited page?
A: For the first author, use the format Last Name, First Name. For subsequent authors, use the
format First Name Last Name. If there are three or more authors, you can list the first author
followed by "et al."

Q: Should I italicize titles on my Chicago style Works Cited
page?
A: Yes, you should italicize the titles of standalone works such as books, journals, magazines,
newspapers, and websites. Titles of shorter works, like articles, chapters, or essays within a larger
work, should be enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important in Chicago style
citations?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to a digital object, such
as an article, to identify it uniquely. It is crucial for online journal articles as it provides a stable and
permanent link to the source, even if the URL changes.

Q: How do I cite a source that has no author listed?
A: If a source has no author, begin the citation with the title of the work. If it's a book or a journal
article, the title will be italicized. If it's an article within a larger publication, the title will be in
quotation marks. Alphabetize the entry by the first significant word of the title.



Q: What if the website I am citing has no publication date?
A: If a website source lacks a publication or last updated date, use the abbreviation "n.d." (for no
date) after the website's title or publisher. Always include the access date to help readers
understand when the information was available.

Q: How do I cite a specific edition of a book in Chicago style?
A: After the italicized title of the book, include the edition information, such as "2nd ed.," "rev. ed.,"
or "3rd ed.," followed by a period, before proceeding with the publisher and publication year.

Q: What is the purpose of the access date for online sources in
Chicago style?
A: The access date is included for online sources because web content can be updated or removed
without notice. Providing the access date helps readers understand the state of the information at
the time you consulted it and serves as a point of reference.
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