
chicago manual of style vs harvard
chicago manual of style vs harvard are two of the most prominent citation and style guides used
in academic and professional writing, each with its own distinct set of rules and conventions.
Understanding their differences is crucial for authors, students, and researchers aiming for clarity,
consistency, and adherence to specific disciplinary norms. This comprehensive article delves into the
core distinctions between the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) and the Harvard referencing system,
examining their approaches to in-text citations, bibliographies, and overall formatting. We will explore
when to use each, their strengths, and the specific contexts where one might be preferred over the
other, providing a clear guide for navigating these important style choices.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive guide to style, usage,
and grammar. Published by the University of Chicago Press, it serves as a definitive resource for
writers, editors, and publishers across a broad spectrum of disciplines, particularly in the humanities
and social sciences. CMOS is known for its thoroughness, covering not only citation but also issues of
grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and manuscript preparation.

CMOS offers two distinct systems for referencing sources: the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. The notes-bibliography system is more commonly used in the humanities, such
as literature, history, and art history. It relies on footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, with a full
bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system, more prevalent in the sciences and
social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list. This flexibility makes CMOS
adaptable to various academic fields and publication types.

The In-Text Citation System in CMOS

Within the notes-bibliography system of CMOS, in-text citations are typically handled through either
footnotes or endnotes. A superscript number is placed at the end of a sentence or clause that



contains a quotation or paraphrased information. This number corresponds to a note at the bottom of
the page (footnote) or at the end of the chapter or document (endnote). These notes provide the
source information, allowing readers to easily locate the original material without interrupting the flow
of the text significantly. The first citation of a source in notes is usually extensive, while subsequent
citations to the same source are shortened.

Alternatively, CMOS also supports an author-date system for in-text citations. This method involves
placing the author's last name and the year of publication within parentheses, often followed by the
page number if a direct quote is used. For example, (Smith 2020, 45). This system is favored for its
conciseness and is commonly found in scientific and social science disciplines where frequent
referencing is required and a quick lookup of the source publication year is paramount for assessing
the currency of information.

The Bibliography in CMOS

When using the notes-bibliography system in CMOS, a bibliography is compiled at the end of the
work. This bibliography lists all the sources that were cited in the text, providing full bibliographic
details for each entry. The entries are typically alphabetized by the author's last name. The format for
bibliography entries is meticulously detailed in the CMOS manual, covering books, articles, websites,
and a wide array of other source types. The goal is to provide a complete and consistent record of all
consulted materials, enabling readers to find the original sources with ease.

If the author-date system is employed, the corresponding list at the end of the work is called a
reference list rather than a bibliography. Similar to the bibliography, it contains all the sources cited in
the text, alphabetized by author's last name. However, the format of each entry differs to align with
the author-date in-text citation style, generally prioritizing the author and publication year
prominently. Both systems, however, aim to offer a clear and comprehensive overview of the
research underpinning the written work.

Understanding the Harvard Referencing System

The Harvard referencing system, often referred to as the author-date system, is a widely adopted
citation style, particularly in the United Kingdom and Australia, and extensively used across many
academic disciplines. Unlike CMOS, which offers multiple options, Harvard is primarily characterized
by its author-date approach for both in-text citations and the final list of references. Its simplicity and
directness make it a popular choice for many academic institutions and journals.

The core principle of the Harvard system is to provide enough information in the in-text citation for
the reader to locate the full source details in the reference list at the end of the document. This
system emphasizes the author and the publication date as key identifiers for sources, which is
particularly useful in fields where the timeliness of research is critical. While variations exist among
institutions using the Harvard style, the fundamental structure remains consistent.



The In-Text Citation System in Harvard

In the Harvard referencing system, in-text citations are brief and appear directly within the text,
typically enclosed in parentheses. The standard format includes the author's last name and the year
of publication. For direct quotations, the page number(s) must also be included. For instance, a
citation might look like this: (Smith, 2020, p. 45) or (Jones, 2019). When referring to the author within
the sentence itself, only the year of publication and page number (if applicable) are placed in
parentheses, such as: Smith (2020) argues that... or According to Jones (2019), the results were
significant.

The brevity of Harvard in-text citations is a deliberate design choice. It allows the narrative flow of the
writing to be maintained with minimal disruption, while still providing the essential details for source
attribution. This system encourages authors to integrate their citations seamlessly into their prose,
making the text more readable for the audience. It's a pragmatic approach that balances the need for
accurate referencing with the desire for engaging written content.

The Reference List in Harvard

Following the main body of the text, the Harvard referencing system requires a reference list. This list
contains full details of all the sources that have been cited within the document. Each entry in the
reference list is typically alphabetized by the author's last name. The format for each entry varies
depending on the type of source (e.g., book, journal article, website), but it generally includes key
information such as author(s), publication year, title, and publication details (publisher for books,
journal name, volume, issue, and page numbers for articles, and URL and access date for online
resources).

The reference list serves as a comprehensive guide for readers who wish to consult the original
sources. It provides all the necessary information for them to locate and access the materials cited by
the author. The consistent structure and alphabetization of the Harvard reference list ensure that
readers can efficiently find the information they are looking for, thereby enhancing the credibility and
transparency of the research presented in the work.

Key Differences: CMOS vs. Harvard

The most prominent difference between the Chicago Manual of Style and the Harvard referencing
system lies in their primary citation mechanisms. CMOS offers two distinct systems: the notes-
bibliography system (using footnotes/endnotes) and the author-date system. Harvard, on the other
hand, predominantly employs the author-date system for both in-text citations and the reference list.
This fundamental divergence impacts how sources are integrated into the text and presented at the
end of a document.

Another significant distinction is the scope and detail of the style guides themselves. The Chicago
Manual of Style is an exceptionally comprehensive resource that goes far beyond just citation, delving
into grammar, punctuation, manuscript editing, and even aspects of publishing. It's a vast



compendium designed to be a singular authority on writing and editing. Harvard, while a complete
referencing system, is more focused on the mechanics of citation and bibliography/reference list
construction, rather than a broad stylistic handbook in the same vein as CMOS.

The preferred disciplines also tend to vary. CMOS, particularly its notes-bibliography system, is highly
favored in the humanities, such as history, literature, and art criticism, where detailed source
attribution and historical context are paramount. The author-date system within CMOS, however, is
common in social sciences. Harvard, being primarily an author-date system, is widely used across
various social sciences, natural sciences, and business disciplines globally. This disciplinary
preference often dictates which system an author will encounter or be required to use.

Citation System Flexibility: CMOS offers both notes-bibliography and author-date systems;
Harvard primarily uses author-date.

Scope of Coverage: CMOS is a broad style and usage guide; Harvard is focused on
referencing.

Disciplinary Preference: CMOS often used in humanities and history (notes-biblio), and some
social sciences (author-date); Harvard common in sciences, social sciences, and business.

In-text Citation Style: CMOS notes use superscript numbers leading to footnotes/endnotes;
Harvard uses author-date parentheticals.

End Matter: CMOS uses a Bibliography (notes-biblio) or Reference List (author-date); Harvard
uses a Reference List.

When to Choose Chicago Manual of Style

The decision to use the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) often hinges on the specific academic
discipline, the publisher's requirements, or the nature of the research being presented. For writers
working in fields like history, literature, art history, musicology, and other humanities disciplines, the
notes-bibliography system of CMOS is frequently the standard. This system allows for extensive
commentary and detailed contextualization of sources through footnotes and endnotes, which is
invaluable in these fields where nuanced argumentation and historical context are crucial.

Furthermore, CMOS is an excellent choice for dissertations, theses, and scholarly books, especially
when the author wishes to provide a comprehensive guide to their writing and editing processes
beyond just citations. Its thoroughness covers virtually every aspect of manuscript preparation, from
grammar and punctuation to index creation. Publishers in these areas often mandate CMOS due to its
established authority and its ability to handle complex scholarly apparatus.

The author-date system within CMOS also makes it a viable option for social science research, offering
a more direct and concise way to cite sources within the text. Therefore, if the project involves
extensive textual analysis, historical research, or requires a detailed editorial framework, CMOS is a
strong contender. The key is to ascertain the preferred style guide for the specific publication,



institution, or field of study.

When to Choose Harvard Referencing

The Harvard referencing system is a practical and widely recognized choice, particularly when an
author-date citation style is required. It is frequently the default style for many academic institutions,
especially in disciplines such as psychology, sociology, economics, and environmental science. If your
university or department mandates the Harvard style, then it is the clear choice. Its straightforward
author-date format simplifies the citation process for both the writer and the reader.

The Harvard system is also advantageous for its global recognition and ease of implementation. Many
journals in the sciences and social sciences prefer this style due to its clarity and efficiency. When the
primary concern is to clearly attribute sources within the text and provide a readily accessible list of
references, Harvard excels. Its consistency across different types of sources, from books to online
articles, further contributes to its widespread adoption in academic writing that demands
straightforward and efficient referencing.

If you are a student working on an assignment, a researcher preparing a manuscript for journal
submission, or a writer whose work falls into fields that commonly utilize the author-date method,
then adopting the Harvard referencing system is often the most appropriate path. Always confirm the
specific requirements of your institution or the target publication to ensure compliance.

Navigating Specific Citation Scenarios

Both Chicago Manual of Style and Harvard have established protocols for handling common and
sometimes complex citation scenarios. For instance, citing multiple authors requires careful attention.
In CMOS, under the notes-bibliography system, the first instance of citing multiple authors would list
all names. Subsequent citations might use "et al." for three or more authors. In the author-date
system of CMOS and in Harvard, citing two authors usually involves listing both names with an
ampersand (e.g., Smith & Jones) or "and" within the text, while three or more authors typically use "et
al." (e.g., Smith et al.).

Citing works with no author presents another point of consideration. In both systems, if a work lacks a
named author, the citation typically begins with the title of the work, either in the in-text citation or at
the beginning of the bibliography/reference list entry. For CMOS, the title is used in place of the
author in notes and bibliographies. In Harvard, the title takes the author's place in both the in-text
citation and the reference list entry, often followed by the publication year.

The citation of electronic resources is also a crucial area where both styles provide guidance, though
their specific formats can differ. CMOS offers detailed instructions for citing websites, online articles,
and digital editions of books, including requirements for DOIs and URLs. Similarly, Harvard provides
comprehensive guidelines for citing online materials, emphasizing the need for stable URLs and
access dates to ensure verifiability. The precise formatting for these digital sources will vary between
the two systems, requiring careful consultation of their respective manuals.



The Impact of Digital Publishing on Style Guides

The advent and pervasive influence of digital publishing have significantly impacted how style guides
like the Chicago Manual of Style and Harvard referencing are applied and adapted. Both guides have
evolved to address the complexities of citing digital sources, including websites, blog posts, social
media content, and multimedia. CMOS, for instance, dedicates considerable space to online
resources, emphasizing the importance of DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) where available and
providing specific formats for URLs and access dates.

Similarly, the Harvard system has also incorporated guidelines for citing digital materials, ensuring
that references to online content are clear and retrievable. The focus remains on providing sufficient
information for the reader to locate the source, which is particularly crucial given the ephemeral
nature of some online content. This necessitates clear instructions on citing articles from online
journals, e-books, and other digital publications, often requiring URLs and retrieval dates.

Moreover, the accessibility of these style guides has been enhanced by their online presence. While
traditionally available as physical books, both CMOS and its related resources, as well as numerous
online guides to Harvard referencing, are now readily accessible. This digital availability makes it
easier for writers to consult the latest editions and updates, ensuring their citations are current and
compliant with evolving academic and publishing standards in the digital age.

Conclusion: Making the Right Choice

Ultimately, the choice between the Chicago Manual of Style and the Harvard referencing system is not
a matter of inherent superiority but of context and requirement. The Chicago Manual of Style, with its
dual citation options and extensive scope, offers unparalleled flexibility and depth, making it the
preferred choice for many humanities scholars and publishers who require detailed scholarly
apparatus. Its comprehensive nature ensures a high standard of editorial excellence.

The Harvard referencing system, on the other hand, provides a clear, efficient, and widely understood
author-date approach, making it an excellent option for a broad range of academic disciplines,
particularly in the sciences and social sciences, where conciseness and ease of use are paramount. Its
global adoption ensures that many readers will be familiar with its conventions.

The most critical factor in deciding which style to use is to adhere to the guidelines provided by your
institution, publisher, or professor. In academic writing, consistency and compliance are key to clear
communication and the successful dissemination of research. By understanding the core principles
and typical applications of both CMOS and Harvard, writers can confidently select and apply the style
that best suits their specific needs and fulfills the expectations of their audience.

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago Manual of
Style and Harvard referencing?
A: The primary difference lies in their core citation methods. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)



offers two systems: notes-bibliography (footnotes/endnotes) and author-date. The Harvard
referencing system predominantly uses the author-date system for both in-text citations and the
reference list.

Q: Which style is better for humanities research?
A: For humanities research, especially fields like history, literature, and art history, the notes-
bibliography system of the Chicago Manual of Style is often preferred due to its capacity for detailed
commentary and contextualization through footnotes and endnotes.

Q: Is Harvard referencing used in the United States?
A: While Harvard referencing is very popular in the UK, Australia, and many other parts of the world,
the Chicago Manual of Style (both its notes-bibliography and author-date systems) and APA style are
more commonly used in the United States for academic writing.

Q: Can I use both Chicago and Harvard referencing in the
same document?
A: No, it is strongly advised against using both Chicago Manual of Style and Harvard referencing
systems within the same document. Consistency is paramount in academic and professional writing,
and mixing citation styles can lead to confusion and errors.

Q: How do in-text citations differ between Chicago (notes-
bibliography) and Harvard?
A: In Chicago's notes-bibliography system, in-text citations use superscript numbers that correspond
to footnotes or endnotes. In Harvard, in-text citations are parenthetical, containing the author's last
name and publication year (e.g., (Smith, 2020)).

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography in CMOS and
a reference list in Harvard?
A: When using CMOS's notes-bibliography system, the end matter is called a bibliography and lists all
sources cited. In Harvard (and CMOS's author-date system), the end matter is a reference list,
containing only the sources cited in the text, formatted according to the author-date convention.

Q: Which style is generally considered more comprehensive?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style is generally considered more comprehensive as it covers not only
citation styles but also grammar, punctuation, manuscript preparation, and other editorial
considerations, functioning as a complete style guide. Harvard is primarily a referencing system.
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