
chicago manual of style spelling of
edition numbers
The Chicago Manual of Style spelling of edition numbers is a nuanced topic that many
writers and editors encounter when crafting bibliographies, footnotes, and other citation
elements. Understanding these conventions is crucial for maintaining consistency and
professionalism in academic, scholarly, and professional writing. This article delves deep
into the intricacies of how The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) dictates the representation
of edition numbers, offering clear guidance for various scenarios. We will explore the
standard practices, exceptions, and the underlying principles that inform these rules,
ensuring your citations are accurate and adhere to the highest academic standards. The
goal is to provide a comprehensive resource that demystifies the process of formatting
edition numbers, from general rules to specific considerations for different types of
publications.
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Understanding the Basics of Edition Numbering in
CMOS
The Chicago Manual of Style provides a consistent framework for citing various elements of
a publication, and edition numbers are no exception. The primary goal of these guidelines is
to ensure clarity and precision for the reader, allowing them to easily identify the specific
version of a work being referenced. When dealing with edition numbers, the fundamental
principle in CMOS is to be explicit and unambiguous. This means clearly indicating when a
work is not the first edition and providing the numerical designation in a readily
understandable format.

The manual differentiates between an edition and a reprint or impression. An edition
implies significant content revisions or additions, whereas a reprint or impression is
typically a new printing of the same content, perhaps with minor corrections. Correctly
identifying and formatting these distinctions is vital for scholarly integrity and aids
researchers in locating the exact source material. Failure to adhere to these conventions
can lead to confusion and misinterpretation of bibliographic information.

Standard Formatting for Edition Numbers
In the Chicago Manual of Style, the standard approach for indicating an edition number is to



use Arabic numerals followed by the lowercase letters "st," "nd," "rd," or "th" as appropriate
for the ordinal number. For instance, the first edition is styled as "1st ed.," the second as
"2nd ed.," and so forth. This formatting is applied directly after the title of the work and
before any publication details.

For example, a citation might include "The Art of Writing, 3rd ed." or "A History of Science,
5th ed." The abbreviation "ed." is consistently used for "edition." It's important to note that
the period after "ed." is part of the standard abbreviation. This consistent application
ensures that readers can quickly recognize and understand the edition being cited across
various bibliographical entries.

When citing works that have been substantially revised or updated, this explicit notation is
crucial. It informs the reader that the version they are consulting may differ from earlier
editions in terms of content, organization, or scholarly commentary. Therefore, precision in
formatting the edition number is not merely stylistic but serves a functional purpose in
academic discourse.

Special Cases and Variations in Edition
Numbering
While the standard formatting for edition numbers in CMOS is straightforward, certain
situations call for variations or further clarification. One such case involves editions that are
not sequentially numbered, such as revised editions, enlarged editions, or editions
identified by specific years or descriptive terms rather than simple ordinals.

For instance, if a book is labeled as a "Revised Edition" or an "Enlarged Edition" without a
specific numerical designation like "2nd" or "3rd," CMOS advises to use the descriptive term
as provided on the title page. The abbreviation "rev." can be used for "revised." So, you
might see "A Comprehensive Guide, rev. ed." or "Literary Criticism, enlarged ed."

Another variation occurs with scholarly works that may have multiple editions published
over time, often with significant scholarly contributions in each. In such instances, it is
essential to be as precise as possible. If the edition is designated by a year, such as "1999
ed.," this format should be maintained. The key is to accurately reflect the information as it
appears on the work's title page or copyright page, while still adhering to CMOS stylistic
conventions.

Digital Editions and Their Representation
The advent of digital publications and e-books has introduced new complexities to citation
practices, including the representation of editions. CMOS addresses these by emphasizing
clarity and providing access information.

When a digital version of a work is available and is considered a distinct edition, it should
be noted. This might involve specifying the platform or format if it's relevant to the edition's
characteristics. For example, if an e-book version contains annotations or features not
present in the print edition, this distinction might be important.

Generally, if a digital edition is labeled with a specific edition number (e.g., "eBook 2nd
ed."), this should be included in the citation following the standard CMOS format. If no
explicit edition number is given for the digital version, and it is essentially a direct digital



reproduction of a print edition, the citation may focus on providing access information and
the original edition details if known.

The primary consideration remains the reader's ability to locate and verify the source. If a
specific digital edition is being referenced, its unique identifiers or characteristics should be
clearly conveyed, using the established CMOS principles for edition numbering where
applicable.

Editions and Subsequent Printings
A crucial distinction in bibliographic citation, and one that CMOS emphasizes, is between a
new edition and a subsequent printing or impression. While both involve reprinting the text,
an edition typically signifies substantial revisions, additions, or alterations to the content
itself.

Subsequent printings, on the other hand, are generally identical to the edition they are part
of. They may include minor corrections or errata that were identified and fixed after the
initial print run of that edition. CMOS advises that if a work is merely a later printing of the
same edition (e.g., the 3rd printing of the 2nd edition), the edition number is what is
important, and the specific printing number is usually omitted unless it is of particular
significance to the research.

For instance, if you are citing the second edition of a book, you would use "2nd ed."
regardless of whether you are using the first printing of the second edition or the fifth
printing of the second edition. The edition number is the primary identifier of the content's
version. Including information about the printing number can sometimes add unnecessary
clutter to a citation unless the printing itself carries specific scholarly weight.

However, there are instances where noting a specific printing might be relevant,
particularly in areas like textual criticism or historical studies where variations between
printings of the same edition might be the subject of study. In such cases, CMOS offers
guidance on how to incorporate this additional detail, usually in notes or specific contexts
where the distinction is critical for scholarly accuracy.

Cumulative Editions and Revisions
Some scholarly and reference works are designed to be updated periodically, leading to
cumulative editions or significant revisions that build upon previous versions. CMOS
provides guidelines for handling these dynamic publications to ensure accurate
representation.

For works that are published in cumulative editions, such as legal digests or subject
bibliographies, the most recent edition number or year is typically cited. If the work is
continuously updated, it might be presented as "cumulative ed." or by referencing the year
of the latest update. For example, "Annual Review of Sociology, cumulative ed., 2023."

When a work undergoes significant revisions that constitute a new edition, it is treated as a
distinct publication. The edition number or descriptive term for that specific revision should
be used. For instance, if a textbook is revised every few years with substantial content
changes, each revision should be identified by its edition number (e.g., "4th ed.," "5th ed.").

It is important to distinguish between minor updates and substantive revisions. Minor



corrections or updates that do not alter the fundamental content or organization of the
work are usually considered part of the same edition. However, if the revisions are
extensive enough to warrant a new edition number, this should be clearly indicated in the
citation according to CMOS conventions.

Formatting Edition Numbers in Different Citation
Styles
While this article focuses on The Chicago Manual of Style, it's worth noting that other
citation styles may have different conventions for formatting edition numbers.
Understanding these differences is crucial when working with sources or adhering to
specific publication requirements.

For example, the Modern Language Association (MLA) style typically uses Arabic numerals
followed by "ed." without ordinal suffixes (e.g., "2d ed."). The American Psychological
Association (APA) style, on the other hand, generally omits edition numbers unless they are
part of the original title or if the work is not the first edition and the edition information is
readily available and important for identification. APA often places edition information in
parentheses.

The key takeaway is that each style guide has its own set of rules, developed to serve the
specific needs and conventions of the disciplines they cater to. For any writing project, it is
imperative to identify the required citation style early on and consult its manual for precise
formatting guidelines, including those for edition numbers.

For writers and researchers working within the framework of Chicago style, adherence to its
specific rules for edition numbers ensures clarity, consistency, and academic rigor. The
emphasis remains on providing the reader with accurate and unambiguous information
about the specific version of the source being cited.

Q: How does Chicago style handle edition numbers for
older books that might have Roman numerals?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally advises using Arabic numerals for edition
numbers even if the original publication used Roman numerals, for consistency in modern
citations. However, if the Roman numeral is an integral part of the title or descriptive
designation, it might be retained as it appears. The primary goal is clarity; if using Arabic
numerals makes the edition number more understandable, that is preferred.

Q: Should I include the edition number if it's the first
edition of a book?
A: Generally, no. The Chicago Manual of Style suggests that the edition number is typically
omitted for the first edition of a book unless it is explicitly part of the title or otherwise
necessary for identification. The absence of an edition number usually implies it is the first
edition.



Q: What is the difference between an edition and an
impression in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, an "edition" signifies a version of a book that has undergone significant
revisions, additions, or alterations to its content. An "impression" (or "printing") refers to a
run of copies from the same set of plates or digital files without substantial content
changes. Usually, only the edition number is cited, not the impression number, unless the
impression number is crucial for scholarly purposes.

Q: How do I cite a revised edition in Chicago style if it
doesn't have a numerical designation?
A: If a revised edition is not numerically designated (e.g., 2nd ed.), you should use the
descriptive term provided on the title page. For instance, you might cite it as "rev. ed." or
"enlarged ed.," followed by the publication information. The abbreviation "rev." is standard
for revised.

Q: Are there any exceptions to the "1st ed." format in
Chicago style?
A: The main exception is when the edition is not numerically identified but is described
differently, such as a "revised edition" or "special edition." In such cases, the descriptive
term as it appears on the title page should be used. Also, if the first edition is exceptionally
rare or significant, or if it's crucial to distinguish it for scholarly reasons, it might be
explicitly noted, but this is less common.

Q: How should I format the edition number for a
translated work that is a specific edition of the
translation?
A: For a translated work, you would cite the edition of the translation. If the translation itself
is designated as a particular edition (e.g., "2nd ed. of the translation"), you would format it
according to standard CMOS rules for edition numbers: "2nd ed." The translator's
contribution and the original author should also be clearly indicated in the citation.
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