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Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style: Spelling of Conclusions

chicago manual of style spelling of conclusions is a critical consideration
for any writer aiming for clarity, consistency, and adherence to established
academic and professional standards. This comprehensive guide delves into the
nuances of how the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) approaches the spelling of
"conclusions," as well as related terminology, ensuring your work meets the
highest editorial benchmarks. Understanding these guidelines is paramount for
authors across various disciplines, from scholarly research papers and
dissertations to business reports and professional articles. We will explore
the manual's stance on this frequently debated word, discuss its implications
for pluralization and possessives, and examine common pitfalls to avoid.
Furthermore, this article will touch upon related terms and offer practical
advice for maintaining stylistic integrity when finalizing your written work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style's
Approach to "Conclusions"

The Chicago Manual of Style, a widely respected authority on American English
editorial style, offers clear guidance on a vast array of linguistic matters,
including the spelling and grammatical treatment of common nouns. When it
comes to "conclusions," the manual aligns with standard American English
orthography. The singular form is "conclusion," and its plural form is
"conclusions." There is no ambiguity or deviation from this standard in the
manual's recommendations for general usage. The primary focus of CMOS is on
maintaining consistency and clarity throughout a document, and this principle
extends directly to the spelling of this essential word.

The manual emphasizes that writers should adopt a specific style guide and
adhere to it rigorously. For most academic and professional writing in the
United States, CMOS is the default choice. Its recommendations are designed
to facilitate understanding and prevent misinterpretations. Therefore, when a
writer refers to multiple summaries or final thoughts, the correct
pluralization is "conclusions." This straightforward rule forms the bedrock



of proper usage within the framework of the Chicago Manual of Style.

Pluralization and Possessives: Mastering
"Conclusions"

The transformation of a singular noun into its plural form, and subsequently
into its possessive form, can sometimes present challenges for writers. The
Chicago Manual of Style addresses these grammatical transformations with
precision, ensuring that even commonly used words are handled correctly. For
the word "conclusion," the plural is formed by adding "-s" to the end of the
word, resulting in "conclusions." This adheres to the general rule for
forming plurals of nouns ending in "n."

When referring to something belonging to multiple conclusions, the possessive
form is required. To form the possessive of a plural noun ending in "s," the
standard rule is to add an apostrophe after the "s." Therefore, the
possessive plural of "conclusion" is "conclusions'." For example, one might
discuss "the limitations of the study's conclusions," referring to the
inherent shortcomings of the findings reached by the research. If referring
to the possessive of a singular conclusion, the rule is to add an apostrophe
and an "s" (e.g., "the conclusion's significance"). The CMOS is meticulous in
these details, underscoring the importance of accurate punctuation and
grammar.

Forming the Plural of "Conclusion"
As previously stated, the plural of "conclusion" is "conclusions." This is a
direct application of standard English pluralization rules for words ending
in a vowel sound followed by a consonant. The Chicago Manual of Style does
not advocate for any alternative or archaic pluralizations for this term.

Forming the Possessive of "Conclusions"
The possessive form of the plural "conclusions" is "conclusions'." This
indicates ownership or association with multiple conclusions. For instance, a
paper might analyze "the implications of the report's conclusions." It is
vital to differentiate this from the singular possessive, "conclusion's,"
which would refer to the possession of a single conclusion.

Common Spelling Variations and CMOS Preferences

While "conclusions" is the universally accepted and standard spelling for the



plural of "conclusion" in American English, and thus endorsed by the Chicago
Manual of Style, writers may occasionally encounter or be tempted to use
variations. It is important to understand that CMOS prioritizes clarity,
consistency, and adherence to the most widely recognized forms of English.
Therefore, any deviation from the standard "conclusions" is generally
discouraged.

Occasionally, writers might grapple with words that have both British and
American English spellings. However, "conclusion" and its plural
"conclusions" are consistent across both variants. The emphasis of CMOS is
not on archaic spellings but on the consistent application of the chosen
dialect's rules. For instance, if a writer were to use an American English
spelling for another word, they would be expected to use the American English
plural for "conclusion."

Avoiding Misspellings and Grammatical Errors
The most common errors related to the spelling of "conclusions" are often
rooted in simple typographical mistakes or a misunderstanding of
pluralization rules. Writers should always proofread their work meticulously.
Paying close attention to the final "s" in the plural and the placement of
the apostrophe in the possessive is crucial. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides extensive examples and guidance on these fundamental aspects of
writing.

Consistency is Key
The overarching principle of the Chicago Manual of Style regarding any word,
including "conclusions," is consistency. Once a writer has established the
correct spelling and usage within their document, they must maintain it
throughout. Inconsistent use of plural or possessive forms can undermine the
credibility of the writing and distract the reader from the intended message.
Therefore, a conscious effort to apply the rules accurately and consistently
is paramount.

The Importance of Consistency in Academic and
Professional Writing

In academic and professional writing, adherence to established style guides
like the Chicago Manual of Style is not merely a matter of stylistic
preference; it is a cornerstone of credibility and clarity. The consistent
and correct application of rules, including the spelling of "conclusions,"
signals to the reader that the author has paid careful attention to detail
and respects the conventions of scholarly communication. Inconsistency, on
the other hand, can be perceived as carelessness, potentially diminishing the



impact and authority of the presented arguments or findings.

When readers encounter variations in spelling or grammar, their focus can
shift from the content of the writing to the errors themselves. This is
particularly problematic when discussing the conclusions of a study or
argument, where precision and confidence are essential. The Chicago Manual of
Style aims to eliminate such distractions by providing a standardized
framework that writers can follow. By mastering the nuances of words like
"conclusions," writers ensure that their message is communicated effectively
and professionally.

Related Terminology and CMOS Guidelines

Beyond the specific word "conclusion," the Chicago Manual of Style offers
guidance on a range of related terms and concepts that writers of academic
and professional texts frequently encounter. Understanding these related
terms and their proper application further enhances the overall quality and
adherence to stylistic standards. This includes terms related to
argumentation, research, and analytical processes.

For instance, the manual provides extensive direction on the use of terms
such as "findings," "results," "summary," and "discussion." While
"conclusions" often encapsulate the ultimate interpretations of findings and
results, the distinctions between these terms are important. CMOS emphasizes
clear definitions and appropriate contextual usage to avoid ambiguity. When
presenting the concluding sections of a paper, it is vital to use these terms
precisely and in accordance with the manual's recommendations to ensure a
coherent and persuasive narrative.

"Findings" vs. "Conclusions"
The term "findings" typically refers to the data and observations that have
been gathered during a research process. "Conclusions," however, represent
the interpretations and judgments drawn from those findings. The Chicago
Manual of Style encourages writers to clearly delineate between presenting
raw results and offering their analysis and implications. A well-structured
paper will present its findings and then elaborate on what those findings
mean in its conclusions.

"Results" and "Discussion" Sections
Similarly, the "results" section of a paper usually presents the data
objectively, often in tables or figures. The "discussion" section then
interprets these results, often linking them to existing literature and
addressing potential limitations. The "conclusions" section, typically



appearing at the end, synthesizes the key interpretations and offers final
takeaways or recommendations. CMOS provides detailed examples of how to
structure these sections effectively.

Finalizing Your Work: A Stylistic Checklist

As writers approach the final stages of their manuscript, a comprehensive
checklist can be an invaluable tool for ensuring all stylistic elements are
in order. This includes a meticulous review of the spelling of "conclusions"
and all related grammatical constructions. The Chicago Manual of Style's
detailed indexes and appendices offer a wealth of information that can be
consulted during this final review process.

Beyond the specific spelling of "conclusions," writers should verify:

Consistent use of plural and possessive forms.

Correct capitalization throughout the document, especially in headings
and titles.

Proper citation formats, whether employing notes and bibliography or
author-date.

Accuracy and consistency in hyphenation and compound words.

Appropriate use of punctuation, including commas, semicolons, and
apostrophes.

Clarity and conciseness in sentence structure and word choice.

By systematically working through such a checklist, authors can significantly
improve the polish and professionalism of their final work, ensuring it meets
the rigorous standards expected in academic and professional publishing, with
particular attention paid to the correct handling of terms like
"conclusions."

FAQ

Q: Is the spelling of "conclusion" different in
British English compared to American English
according to the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: No, the Chicago Manual of Style primarily follows American English
conventions. However, for the word "conclusion" and its plural "conclusions,"



the spelling is the same in both British and American English. The manual's
guidance is to maintain consistency with the chosen dialect.

Q: When writing about the summary of a research
paper, should I use "conclusion" or "conclusions"?
A: If you are referring to a single, overarching summary or final statement
of your research paper, you would use the singular form: "conclusion."
However, if your paper presents multiple distinct points or arguments that
form its final assessment, you would use the plural form: "conclusions."

Q: How do I correctly form the possessive of
"conclusions" if I need to refer to the implications
of multiple final statements?
A: To form the possessive of the plural noun "conclusions," you add an
apostrophe after the 's'. Thus, the correct possessive form is
"conclusions'." For example, "the ramifications of the study's conclusions'."

Q: What are common errors writers make with the word
"conclusions" that the Chicago Manual of Style aims
to prevent?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style aims to prevent errors such as misspellings
(e.g., omitting the 's'), incorrect pluralization, improper formation of the
possessive (e.g., "conclusion's" when it should be plural possessive), and
inconsistent usage throughout a document.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style have specific
rules for the section of a paper titled
"Conclusions" itself, beyond the spelling of the
word?
A: Yes, while the manual provides guidance on the spelling of the word, it
also offers extensive advice on the content and structure of the conclusions
section. This includes how to effectively summarize findings, discuss
implications, acknowledge limitations, and suggest future research.

Q: If I am using notes and bibliography as my
citation style, does this affect how I spell or use



the word "conclusions"?
A: No, the citation style (notes and bibliography versus author-date) does
not affect the spelling or grammatical usage of the word "conclusions." The
Chicago Manual of Style's rules for spelling and grammar are independent of
its citation style recommendations.

Q: Are there any archaic or alternative spellings
for "conclusions" that the Chicago Manual of Style
might acknowledge or recommend against?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style prioritizes standard modern American English.
It does not acknowledge or recommend any archaic or alternative spellings for
"conclusion" or "conclusions." The consistent and standard form is always
preferred for clarity and universality.
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