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chicago manual of style quoting speeches is a crucial aspect of academic and
professional writing, demanding precision and adherence to established
citation norms. Whether you are referencing a historical address, a
contemporary presentation, or an oral interview, accurately representing the
spoken word requires understanding the specific guidelines set forth by The
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). This comprehensive guide will navigate you
through the intricacies of quoting speeches, ensuring clarity, credibility,
and proper attribution. We will delve into the fundamental principles of
quoting verbatim, paraphrasing effectively, and citing the source
comprehensively, covering both footnotes/endnotes and the author-date system.
Furthermore, we will explore how to handle different types of spoken content,
from formal lectures to informal remarks, and address common challenges faced
by writers when incorporating spoken word into their texts.
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Understanding the Fundamentals of Quoting
Spoken Word

When incorporating spoken words into your writing, the primary goal is to
accurately represent the original speaker's message while providing your
audience with sufficient information to locate and verify the source. This
involves a careful balance between direct quotation and informed
paraphrasing, always prioritizing the integrity of the original content. The
Chicago Manual of Style offers clear directives on how to achieve this,
emphasizing both fidelity to the source and clarity for the reader.
Understanding these foundational principles is the first step to mastering
the art of quoting speeches.



Direct Quotations: Capturing the Exact Words

Directly quoting a speech means transcribing the speaker's words verbatim.
This approach is powerful when the precise phrasing, emotional impact, or
rhetorical devices are integral to your argument. When using direct
quotations, it is imperative to ensure absolute accuracy. Even minor
deviations can alter the meaning or intent of the speaker. You must reproduce
the speech exactly as it was delivered or transcribed, including any
hesitations, grammatical errors, or non-standard language, unless you are
employing ellipses or bracketed insertions to indicate omissions or additions
for clarity, which must be done judiciously and with clear notation.

When to Use Direct Quotations

To preserve the speaker's unique voice and style.

When the specific wording carries significant rhetorical or emotional
weight.

To analyze specific linguistic choices, such as metaphors or
alliteration.

When the quote is brief, impactful, and directly supports your point.

Formatting Direct Quotations

Short quotations (typically under five lines of text) are usually integrated
into the body of your prose and enclosed in double quotation marks. Longer
quotations are set off as block quotations, indented from the left margin,
without quotation marks, and often with smaller font size. Chicago Manual of
Style guidelines specify how to handle punctuation, capitalization, and the
inclusion of ellipses or bracketed clarifications within these quotations to
maintain accuracy and readability.

Paraphrasing and Summarizing Speeches

Paraphrasing involves restating the speaker's ideas in your own words, while
summarizing condenses the main points of a longer speech. Both methods are
valuable tools for integrating spoken content into your text, allowing you to
integrate the speaker's message seamlessly without disrupting the flow with
lengthy direct quotes. However, even when paraphrasing, it is crucial to
maintain the original meaning and intent of the speaker. Misrepresenting
their ideas, even unintentionally, can undermine your credibility. Always
ensure your paraphrase accurately reflects the speaker's argument and does
not introduce your own interpretations as theirs.



Benefits of Paraphrasing

Allows for smoother integration of ideas into your own writing.

Helps to clarify complex or lengthy passages from a speech.

Demonstrates your understanding of the speaker's core message.

Avoids overuse of direct quotations, which can make your text choppy.

Guidelines for Effective Paraphrasing

When paraphrasing, read the relevant section of the speech carefully,
understand its meaning, and then rewrite it using different sentence
structures and vocabulary. Avoid simply changing a few words. It is also good
practice to check your paraphrase against the original to ensure accuracy.
Always attribute the paraphrased ideas to the original speaker, even though
quotation marks are not used.

Citation Styles for Quoting Speeches in Chicago

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: notes and
bibliography (footnotes/endnotes) and author-date. Both systems require
meticulous attention to detail when citing speeches, ensuring that your
readers can easily locate the source of the information. The choice between
these systems often depends on the discipline or publication requirements.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Quoting Speeches

The notes and bibliography system uses numbered notes (either footnotes at
the bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the text) to cite sources.
When quoting a speech, the note will typically include the speaker's name,
the title of the speech (if any), the date and location of the delivery, and
information about the source where you accessed the speech (e.g., a published
transcript, an audio/video recording, or archival material). Subsequent notes
for the same source can be shortened.

Elements of a Footnote/Endnote for a Speech

Speaker's full name

Title of the speech (italicized if published, or in quotation marks if
part of a larger collection or a specific address)



Date of delivery

Location of delivery (if relevant and available)

Publication details (publisher, year) or source of access (e.g., website
URL, archival collection)

Page or timestamp information

Author-Date Citations for Quoting Speeches

The author-date system, often used in the sciences and social sciences, uses
in-text citations consisting of the author's last name and the year of
publication or delivery. A corresponding reference list at the end of the
document provides full publication details. For speeches, the in-text
citation would include the speaker's last name and the year. The reference
list entry would be more detailed, similar to what you would find in a
bibliography entry in the notes system.

Elements of an Author-Date Reference List Entry for a Speech

Speaker's last name, first name.

Year of delivery.

Title of the speech.

Publication or access information (similar to footnote/endnote details).

Regardless of the chosen system, consistency is key. Ensure that the format
of your citations is uniform throughout your work, adhering strictly to the
Chicago Manual of Style's latest edition for the most accurate guidance.

Handling Different Types of Spoken Content

The nature of the speech and how you accessed it will influence how you quote
and cite it. Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance for various scenarios,
from widely disseminated addresses to more obscure or personal recordings.



Speeches Available Online or in Digital Formats

With the proliferation of digital media, many speeches are now available
online as audio recordings, video files, or transcribed texts. When citing
these, you will need to provide sufficient information for your readers to
locate the specific online source. This typically includes the speaker,
title, date of delivery, the name of the website or platform where it is
hosted, and the URL. For audio or video, citing specific timestamps for
direct quotations is highly recommended.

Online Speech Citation Components

Speaker's name

Title of the speech

Date of delivery

Name of the website or platform

URL

Date of access (optional but often helpful)

Timestamps for specific quotations (for audio/video)

Archival and Unpublished Speeches

Accessing speeches from archives or unpublished manuscripts presents a
different set of challenges. These sources may not have formal publication
details. In such cases, you will need to identify the collection, the
archivist or custodian if necessary, the specific box or folder where the
document is housed, and any other identifying information provided by the
archive. Proper archival citation is crucial for the verifiability of your
research and for allowing others to consult the original materials.

Archival Speech Citation Considerations

Speaker's name

Title of the speech (if discernible)

Date of delivery



Name of the archive

Collection name and number

Box and folder number

Any unique item identifier

It is always advisable to consult with the archivist for specific citation
practices for the collection you are using. Their guidance will ensure you
are providing the most accurate and helpful information for future
researchers.

Common Challenges in Quoting Speeches

Quoting speeches is not always straightforward. Writers often encounter
difficulties related to authenticity, context, and the limitations of
available sources. Understanding these challenges can help you navigate them
more effectively.

Ensuring Accuracy and Contextual Integrity

One of the most significant challenges is ensuring the accuracy of the
transcription, especially for speeches not professionally recorded or
transcribed. If you are working from an imperfect source, you may need to use
bracketed notes to indicate uncertainty or to clarify potentially ambiguous
passages. Furthermore, it is vital to present quotations and paraphrases
within their original context. A speech excerpt taken out of context can
easily be misinterpreted, leading to a distorted understanding of the
speaker's message.

Strategies for Maintaining Context

Provide sufficient introductory information about the speech, including
its purpose and audience.

When quoting directly, ensure the quoted section is representative of
the speaker's overall argument.

If a quote seems misleading out of context, consider including a bit
more of the surrounding text.

Clearly distinguish between the speaker's words and your own analysis or



commentary.

By diligently applying the principles of accurate transcription, appropriate
quotation, and thorough contextualization, and by adhering to the detailed
guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style, writers can confidently and
effectively incorporate speeches into their academic and professional work,
enhancing the depth and credibility of their arguments.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual of
Style Quoting Speeches

Q: What is the primary difference between quoting a
speech and quoting a written text in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the nature of the source and how it is
accessed. Speeches are ephemeral and often exist in multiple forms (live
delivery, recordings, transcripts), whereas written texts are typically
fixed. This means citation for speeches may involve more detailed information
about the recording, performance, or archival location, and timestamp
information is often crucial for audio/visual sources.

Q: How do I cite a speech that was delivered live
but never formally published?
A: For live speeches that were not formally published, you would typically
cite them using either the notes and bibliography or author-date system,
providing as much detail as possible. This includes the speaker's name, the
title of the speech (if given), the date and location of the delivery, and
the method by which you accessed it (e.g., personal recording, attending the
event). If you have a recording, include details about that.

Q: Should I use quotation marks for paraphrased
speeches in Chicago style?
A: No, you should not use quotation marks for paraphrased speeches. Quotation
marks are reserved for direct, verbatim quotations. When you paraphrase or
summarize a speech, you are restating the ideas in your own words, and the
attribution is made through the citation (footnote, endnote, or in-text
citation).



Q: How do I handle a speech that has been
transcribed from an audio or video recording?
A: When quoting a speech from a transcription, cite it as you would any other
transcribed source. Include the speaker's name, the title of the speech, the
date of delivery, and the source of the transcription (e.g., the name of the
recording or the collection it belongs to). If possible, include timestamps
for direct quotes to help your reader locate the exact moment in the
recording.

Q: What is the role of ellipses and brackets when
quoting speeches in Chicago style?
A: Ellipses (...) are used to indicate that words have been omitted from a
direct quotation. Brackets ([ ]) are used to insert clarifying words or
phrases into a quotation that were not in the original text, or to indicate a
change in capitalization or tense for grammatical integration. Both must be
used judiciously to maintain the integrity of the original speech.

Q: Is it necessary to cite the exact date of a
speech, even if it's a widely known event?
A: Yes, providing the exact date of a speech is generally necessary for
accurate citation in Chicago style. This helps readers pinpoint the specific
instance of the speech and distinguish it from other speeches by the same
person or on the same topic. If the exact date is unknown, you should
indicate that as clearly as possible in your citation.

Q: How do I cite a speech that is part of a larger
collection or anthology?
A: If a speech is part of a larger published collection, you would cite it by
referencing the speech itself and then providing the details of the
collection. This typically includes the speaker's name, the title of the
speech, the title of the collection (italicized), the editor(s) of the
collection, publication details, and page numbers. If using footnotes, the
first note would be detailed, and subsequent notes could be shortened.

Q: Can I quote from memory or an informal
recollection of a speech?
A: Chicago style strongly discourages quoting from memory or informal
recollections unless the source is clearly identified as such and the nature
of the information allows for it (e.g., in personal correspondence discussing
the speech). For academic and professional writing, it is essential to rely



on verifiable sources like official transcripts, recordings, or published
versions of the speech.
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