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The Chicago Manual of Style Quoting Films: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style quoting films, a crucial element for scholars, critics, and filmmakers,
ensures clarity, accuracy, and proper attribution when referencing cinematic works. Navigating the
nuances of citing dialogue, scene descriptions, and visual elements from films can be complex, but
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for consistent and professional
presentation. This article will delve deep into the intricacies of how to correctly quote films according
to CMOS guidelines, covering everything from in-text citations to full bibliographic entries. We will
explore the specific rules for quoting dialogue, describing visual action, and referencing different
types of film elements, all while emphasizing the importance of precision in academic and
professional writing. Understanding these guidelines is essential for anyone aiming to integrate film
analysis seamlessly and ethically into their work, ensuring that their references are both informative
and readily verifiable for their audience.
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Understanding Film Citations in CMOS
The Chicago Manual of Style offers a systematic approach to citing various sources, and films are no
exception. When quoting or referencing a film, the primary goal is to provide enough information for
your reader to locate the specific source material. This involves identifying the film itself, the specific
part you are referencing, and the context of that reference. CMOS recognizes that films are complex
works, often involving multiple creators and versions, and its guidelines aim to account for this
complexity. Adhering to these standards not only demonstrates scholarly rigor but also contributes to
the credibility of your analysis.

The manual distinguishes between citing a film for its content (dialogue, narrative) and citing it for its
formal qualities (cinematography, editing, sound design). Each requires a slightly different approach
to ensure that the precise aspect of the film being discussed is clearly indicated. This comprehensive
approach helps writers to effectively integrate film analysis into their academic papers, essays, books,
and other scholarly works.

Quoting Dialogue from Films
Quoting dialogue from a film is a common practice when discussing character development, thematic
elements, or the impact of specific lines. The CMOS approach to dialogue quotation is generally
similar to that of other quoted material, with some film-specific considerations. The key is to ensure
accuracy and to provide context for the spoken words. This includes understanding how to attribute



the dialogue to the correct character.

Attributing Dialogue to Characters
When quoting dialogue, it is essential to clearly indicate which character is speaking. This can be
done within the narrative of your text or through parenthetical notation. CMOS generally favors clarity
and directness. If the speaker is already evident from your preceding text, you may not need explicit
attribution within the quotation itself. However, in cases of ambiguity or when introducing new
characters or interactions, clear attribution is paramount. For instance, you might write: "As Rick
famously declares, 'Here's looking at you, kid.'"

Quoting Long Passages of Dialogue
For longer passages of dialogue, block quotations may be appropriate, much like with prose. This
involves indenting the quoted text from the main body of your writing. The rules for when to use block
quotations, typically after a certain word count or line count, should be followed. This formatting helps
to visually separate the film's dialogue from your own analysis, drawing the reader's attention to the
specific lines being examined.

Punctuation with Film Dialogue
Punctuation surrounding film dialogue should follow standard English grammar rules. Quotation marks
are used to enclose the spoken words. If the quoted dialogue is part of a larger sentence in your text,
the punctuation will typically be placed inside the closing quotation mark, following conventional
American English style. When introducing dialogue, a comma is often used, or a colon if the dialogue
is presented as a formal block quotation.

Citing Scene Descriptions and Visual Elements
Beyond dialogue, films are rich with visual information, including setting, action, cinematography, and
editing. Citing these elements requires a descriptive approach, often without direct quotation marks
unless you are quoting descriptive text from a screenplay or critical analysis of the film. Instead, you
will describe the visual content and attribute it to the film itself.

Describing Visual Action and Settings
When you want to refer to a specific visual moment, such as a character's action or a particular
setting, you will typically paraphrase or describe the scene. For example, instead of quoting, you
might write: "The scene opens with a wide shot of the desolate Martian landscape, immediately
establishing the film's isolationist tone." The attribution to the film comes through your in-text citation
and bibliography entry. Precision in your description is key to conveying the intended visual
information accurately.



Referencing Cinematography and Editing
Citing specific cinematographic techniques (e.g., camera angles, lighting) or editing choices (e.g.,
jump cuts, dissolves) also involves descriptive language. You are not quoting a film in the same way
you quote dialogue. Instead, you are analyzing and interpreting these visual or auditory components.
For instance, one might analyze "the use of low-angle shots throughout the film to emphasize the
protagonist's vulnerability." The reference to the film is then linked to this description through
citation.

Formatting Film Titles and Other Bibliographic
Information
Properly formatting film titles and associated bibliographic details is crucial for clear identification.
CMOS has specific rules for italicizing titles and presenting information such as the director,
production company, and release year.

Italicizing Film Titles
In Chicago style, the titles of films are italicized. This applies whether you are mentioning the film in
the text or listing it in your bibliography. For example, you would refer to Citizen Kane, not Citizen
Kane or "Citizen Kane." This consistent formatting helps to distinguish film titles from other types of
titles, such as those of books or articles.

Essential Bibliographic Details
When creating your bibliography or works cited list, several key pieces of information are required for
each film. These typically include:

The film title (italicized).

The director's name, usually preceded by "directed by."

The production company or distributor.

The year of release.

If applicable, the medium or format (e.g., DVD, Blu-ray, streaming service).

For specific citations of dialogue or scenes, a timestamp or scene number can be invaluable.

Attribution of Direction and Production
The director is typically considered the primary creator of a film, and their name is prominently



featured in citations. The production company or distributor is also important for identifying the
specific version of the film. For example, a citation might read: The Godfather. Directed by Francis
Ford Coppola. Produced by Albert S. Ruddy. 1972. Paramount Pictures.

In-Text Citations for Films
In-text citations provide immediate reference to the source within your prose. For films, CMOS
generally recommends a concise parenthetical citation that includes enough information for the
reader to find the full entry in your bibliography. This often includes the film title and, if quoting
dialogue or referencing a specific moment, a timestamp or scene number.

Parenthetical Citations
A common format for parenthetical citations is author-date, but for films, title-page number is often
adapted to title-timestamp. For instance, if you are quoting dialogue at the 45:30 mark of Casablanca,
your parenthetical citation might appear as (Casablanca, 00:45:30). If you are referencing a scene or
visual element without direct dialogue, a timestamp is still useful for pinpointing the moment.

Incorporating Citations into Your Text
The placement of your in-text citation is important. It should generally appear after the quoted
material or the description of the visual element, just before the period or other terminal punctuation.
If the film title is mentioned in your sentence, you may only need the timestamp or other specific
locator. For example: Rick declares, "Of all the gin joints in all the towns in all the world, she walks
into mine" (Casablanca, 00:58:10).

When to Use Full Film Titles in Citations
If you are discussing multiple films by the same director or within the same context, it may be
necessary to include a shortened version of the film title in your in-text citation to avoid confusion,
even if you have mentioned the full title in your text. However, for clarity and consistency, always
refer to your specific edition of CMOS for the most up-to-date recommendations.

Creating a Bibliography or Works Cited List for Films
The bibliography or works cited list at the end of your work provides full details for all the sources you
have referenced. For films, this list allows readers to identify the exact version of the film you used
and where to find it. The order and formatting of entries in a Chicago-style bibliography are important.

Standard Entry Format
A typical entry in a Chicago-style bibliography for a film looks like this:



Title of Film. Directed by Director's Name. Production Company, Year.1.

Example: Psycho. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock. Paramount Pictures, 1960.2.

If you accessed the film via a streaming service or purchased it on DVD, you may include that
information as well. For example: The Grand Budapest Hotel. Directed by Wes Anderson. Fox
Searchlight Pictures, 2014. Blu-ray.

Ordering Entries
Entries in the bibliography are typically alphabetized by title. If you are using the author-date system
for your citations, then the entries are alphabetized by the author's last name, but for films, the title is
the primary sorting element in the bibliography.

Multiple Works by the Same Director
If you cite multiple films by the same director, the entries will still be alphabetized by title. However,
in subsequent entries for the same director, you can replace the director's name with an em dash (—)
after the first full entry. For example:

Thelma & Louise. Directed by Ridley Scott. MGM, 1991.

—. Blade Runner. Warner Bros., 1982.

Special Considerations for Film Quotations
When quoting or analyzing films, writers may encounter unique situations that require special
attention. This can include citing different versions of a film, referencing documentary footage, or
dealing with experimental cinema.

Citing Different Versions of a Film
Films can have various cuts (e.g., director's cut, theatrical release, extended edition) or be presented
in different formats. It is crucial to cite the specific version you have viewed. If you are referencing a
particular release, include that information in your citation. For example, you might specify "the
director's cut of Apocalypse Now."

Documentaries and Found Footage
Documentaries often incorporate archival footage, interviews, and other non-narrative elements.
When citing these components, be as specific as possible about the source within the documentary. If
you are referencing an interview within a documentary, you might cite the interviewee and the
documentary title.



Screenplays and Scripts
If you are quoting dialogue directly from a published screenplay or script rather than from the film
itself, your citation format will more closely resemble that of a book. You would cite the author of the
screenplay and the publication details of the script. Ensure you clearly state whether you are quoting
from the film or the written script.

Non-English Language Films
For films in languages other than English, include the original title in your citation, often followed by
the English title in parentheses. You should also indicate the country of origin and the year of release.
For example: La Dolce Vita. 1960. Directed by Federico Fellini. Italy.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a director's quote about their own film in
Chicago style?
A: When citing a director's quote about their own film, treat it as you would any other quotation from
an interview or published work. If the quote is from an interview, cite the interview itself, including the
interviewer, interviewee, publication or broadcast information, and date. If it's from a written source,
cite that source according to Chicago Manual of Style guidelines for that type of publication.

Q: What is the proper way to cite dialogue spoken by multiple
characters in a scene?
A: If you are quoting dialogue from a scene involving multiple characters and the attribution is clear
from the context of your prose, you may not need to explicitly label each line. However, if there is any
ambiguity, or if you are presenting the dialogue as a block quotation, it is best to clearly indicate who
is speaking each line, often using parenthetical attributions or by clearly introducing the speaker
before their line.

Q: Do I need to cite the actor who delivered the line or the
character?
A: When quoting dialogue from a film, you are generally attributing the spoken words to the
character. However, in your textual analysis, you might refer to the actor's performance. The primary
attribution for the dialogue itself is the character. For example, "Hamlet famously asks, 'To be, or not
to be.'"

Q: How do I cite a scene where there is no spoken dialogue,



only action and visuals?
A: For scenes without dialogue, you will describe the action and visual elements. The citation will refer
to the film and a specific timestamp or scene number to indicate where this action occurs. For
example: "The opening sequence features a frantic chase through narrow city streets (Blade Runner,
00:03:15)."

Q: What if I accessed the film through a streaming service?
A: If you accessed the film through a streaming service, you should include this information in your
bibliography entry. This typically includes the name of the streaming service and the URL if you are
using the notes-bibliography system. For example: Parasite. Directed by Bong Joon Ho. CJ
Entertainment, 2019. Streamed via Hulu.

Q: How should I handle variations in film titles, such as
subtitles or alternative titles?
A: If a film has a subtitle or an alternative title, use the primary title as it appears on the film's main
title card or in most common references. You can include the subtitle or alternative title in
parentheses after the main title in your bibliography entry if it is significant for identification.

Q: Is it necessary to include the producer's name in a film
citation?
A: While the director is usually the primary credited creator for citation purposes, including the
producer's name can be helpful, especially in scholarly contexts where the role of the producer is
being discussed. The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends including key creative
personnel.

Q: How do I cite music or sound design from a film?
A: When citing specific music or sound design elements, describe them and attribute them to the film
using your standard in-text citation. In your bibliography, you might add details about the composer
or sound designer if they are central to your analysis. If you are citing a specific musical track from a
film's soundtrack album, you would cite the soundtrack album itself.
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