
chicago manual of style quote introduction
phrases
The Chicago Manual of Style quote introduction phrases are essential tools for any writer aiming for
clarity, precision, and adherence to academic and publishing standards. Mastering these introductory
phrases allows for seamless integration of source material, enriching your own arguments and
demonstrating thorough research. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of
introducing quotations according to Chicago style, covering common pitfalls, best practices, and a
variety of effective phrasing. We will explore how to attribute sources correctly, build context around
borrowed words, and ensure your prose flows harmoniously with cited material, all while keeping SEO
best practices in mind for terms like "Chicago Manual of Style," "introducing quotes," and "citation
phrases." Understanding these elements is crucial for academic papers, professional reports, and
published works.
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Understanding the Purpose of Quote Introductions

Why Good Introductions Matter
Introducing a quotation effectively is more than just a stylistic formality; it's a critical component of
academic and professional writing. A well-crafted introduction provides context, clarifies the
relevance of the quote to your own argument, and smoothly bridges the gap between your voice and
the source's. Without proper introductions, quotes can appear jarring, out of place, or even
misrepresented, undermining the credibility of your work. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes
clarity and accuracy, and the way you introduce a quote directly impacts how your readers perceive
both the source material and your own analytical abilities.

Setting the Stage for Borrowed Text
Before a reader encounters words that are not your own, they need to understand where these words
are coming from and why they are significant. This involves identifying the author and the source, and
subtly guiding the reader to see the connection between the quote and the surrounding text. The
introduction acts as a signal, indicating that a direct quotation is about to appear and preparing the
reader for its content and its role in supporting your thesis or explanation. Think of it as a prelude that
ensures the audience is ready to appreciate the significance of the musical piece that follows.



Key Principles for Introducing Quotes in Chicago Style

Attribution is Paramount
The most fundamental principle of introducing a quote, according to the Chicago Manual of Style, is
clear and consistent attribution. Readers must know immediately who is speaking or writing. This
typically involves mentioning the author's name, and often the work from which the quote is drawn,
especially if it's the first time you're referencing that particular source in your text. This prevents
plagiarism and allows readers to locate the original source if they wish to consult it further. Chicago
style offers flexibility in how you present this attribution, but never sacrifices clarity.

Contextual Relevance
A quote should never stand alone. Your introduction must explain why this particular passage is being
used. Does it support a claim you've made? Does it illustrate a concept you're defining? Does it
provide evidence for your interpretation? The introductory phrase should subtly hint at this relevance,
helping the reader understand the quote's function within your argument. Without context, even the
most brilliant quote can fall flat and fail to advance your purpose.

Flow and Cohesion
The transition from your own prose to the borrowed words and back again should be as smooth as
possible. The introductory phrase is the primary tool for achieving this. It should feel natural, as if
your sentences are evolving into the quotation rather than abruptly stopping and starting. This often
means crafting the introduction so that the first word of the quote naturally follows the grammatical
structure of your introductory sentence. This attention to flow enhances readability and strengthens
the overall coherence of your writing.

Common Chicago Manual of Style Quote Introduction
Phrases

Introducing with Author and Verb
This is perhaps the most straightforward and widely used method. You name the author and use a
verb to indicate they are speaking or writing. These phrases are versatile and can be adapted to
various contexts.

As [Author's Last Name] states, "..."

[Author's Last Name] argues that "..."



In [Work's Title], [Author's Last Name] writes, "..."

According to [Author's Last Name], "..."

[Author's Last Name] explains, "..."

[Author's Last Name] asserts, "..."

[Author's Last Name] observes, "..."

Introducing with Source and Context
Sometimes, it's beneficial to introduce the quote by referencing the work or the broader context of
the discussion before naming the author. This can be particularly useful when the source itself is
significant or when you want to emphasize the setting of the statement.

In his seminal work, [Work's Title], [Author's Last Name] posits that "..."

During the 1965 debate, Senator [Author's Last Name] declared, "..."

The report notes that "..."

The study concludes, "..."

On page 45 of her book, [Author's Last Name] points out, "..."

Integrating Quotes Grammatically
For short quotations, Chicago style encourages integrating them directly into your sentence structure.
This often involves using an introductory phrase that leads seamlessly into the borrowed words,
making the quote an organic part of your own sentence.

For instance, instead of saying, "The article discussed the economy. 'Inflation is rising rapidly,' it said."
You might write: "The article discussed the economy, noting that 'inflation is rising rapidly.'"

Here are some phrases that facilitate this grammatical integration:

The author describes this phenomenon as "..."

This led to a situation where "..."

It can be characterized as "..."



The evidence suggests "..."

This is often referred to as "..."

Crafting Your Own Effective Introduction Phrases

Tailoring to Your Argument
While standard phrases are helpful, the most effective introductions are those tailored to the specific
quote and your argument. Consider the nuance of the quote. Is it a strong assertion, a gentle
suggestion, a critical observation, or a factual statement? Your introductory verb should reflect this.
For example, if the author is making a bold claim, you might use "contends" or "asserts." If they are
presenting evidence, "demonstrates" or "reveals" might be more appropriate.

Varying Sentence Structure
To avoid monotony, it’s crucial to vary your sentence structure. Don’t start every quote introduction
the same way. Mix and match approaches, sometimes leading with the author, sometimes with the
source, and sometimes integrating the quote directly into your sentence. This not only makes your
writing more engaging but also demonstrates a sophisticated command of language and citation
practices.

Using Introductory Clauses
Introductory clauses can provide more detailed context. These can include information about the
author's background, the circumstances of the quote, or the specific point the author is addressing.

Example: "Writing from the perspective of a seasoned educator, [Author's Last Name] emphasizes
that 'effective pedagogy requires constant adaptation.'"

This approach adds depth and credibility to the introduction and the quote itself.

Integrating Quotes for Argumentative Strength

Using Quotes as Evidence
Quotations are powerful tools for supporting your claims. When introducing a quote used as evidence,
clearly signal this purpose. The introduction should explain how the quote proves your point. For
example, "To illustrate the widespread impact of the policy, [Author's Last Name] highlights that



'small businesses bore the brunt of the new regulations.'" This clearly links the quote to the preceding
claim.

Introducing Contrasting Views
When introducing a quote that offers a contrasting viewpoint to your own or to another source, use
transitional phrases that signal this opposition. This demonstrates critical thinking and a nuanced
understanding of the topic.

However, [Author's Last Name] offers a different perspective, suggesting "..."

In contrast to this view, [Author's Last Name] argues, "..."

While many believe X, [Author's Last Name] contends that "..."

Using Quotes for Definition or Illustration
Sometimes, a quote is best used to define a term or illustrate a concept. Your introduction should
frame the quote accordingly.

Example: "The concept of 'learned helplessness,' as defined by [Author's Last Name], occurs when
'individuals believe they have no control over their situation, leading to passivity.'"

This clearly sets up the quote as an explanatory tool.

Handling Block Quotes and Short Quotations

Introducing Short Quotations
Short quotations, typically four lines or fewer of prose, are usually incorporated directly into the text,
enclosed in quotation marks. As discussed, the introductory phrase is key to making this integration
seamless and grammatically sound. The comma or colon after your introductory phrase depends on
the grammatical structure of your sentence. If your introduction can stand alone as a complete
sentence, a colon is often appropriate, especially before block quotes. For integrated short quotes, a
comma is more common.

Introducing Block Quotations
Block quotations (typically more than four lines of prose or more than three lines of poetry) are set off
from the main text as a separate, indented paragraph. They do not use quotation marks. The



introduction to a block quote should set the stage for its length and significance. You typically end
your introductory sentence with a colon.

Example: "[Author's Last Name]'s analysis of the economic downturn is particularly insightful. She
writes:

[Indented Block Quote Here]
"

The introduction should prepare the reader for a more substantial piece of text and explain its
relevance, just as with short quotes.

The Importance of Context and Attribution

Ensuring Reader Comprehension
Ultimately, the goal of any quote introduction is to ensure the reader fully comprehends the borrowed
material and its significance. A clear introduction, with proper attribution and contextualization,
removes potential confusion and allows the reader to engage more deeply with your argument. It
demonstrates respect for the source author and a commitment to scholarly integrity.

Adherence to Chicago Style Standards
Following Chicago Manual of Style guidelines for introducing quotes is not merely about following
rules; it's about contributing to a tradition of clear, accurate, and responsible scholarly
communication. Consistent and thoughtful introductions enhance the perceived authority and
credibility of your writing, making your work more persuasive and impactful. Mastering these phrases
and principles is a hallmark of professional writing.

FAQ

Q: What is the most common way to introduce a quote in
Chicago style?
A: The most common way is to introduce a quote by naming the author and using a verb that
describes their action, such as "states," "argues," or "explains." For example: "As [Author's Last
Name] states, '...'"

Q: Should I use a comma or a colon after my introductory



phrase for a quote?
A: Generally, if your introductory phrase is an independent clause and directly introduces the quote,
you can use a colon. If the quote is integrated into your sentence grammatically, a comma is typically
used after the introductory phrase. For block quotes, a colon is standard.

Q: How do I introduce a quote if I don't know the author's
name?
A: If the author is unknown, you would typically introduce the quote with the title of the work or a
shortened version of it, followed by the source information if available. For example: "In the article
'The Impact of Technology,' it is noted that '...'"

Q: Can I use the same introductory phrase repeatedly?
A: While you can use common phrases like "According to X," it is best to vary your introductory
phrases to avoid monotony and to precisely reflect the nature of the quote (e.g., "asserts,"
"suggests," "observes," "contends").

Q: How do I introduce a quote that is only a few words long?
A: For very short quotations, you should integrate them directly into your sentence structure, treating
them as part of your own sentence. Use quotation marks and ensure your introductory phrase makes
grammatical sense leading into the words. For example: "The author describes the situation as
'perilous.'"

Q: What is the difference between introducing a short quote
and a block quote?
A: Short quotes (four lines or fewer of prose) are embedded within your text and use quotation marks,
introduced with a comma or colon as appropriate. Block quotes (more than four lines of prose) are set
off as indented paragraphs, do not use quotation marks, and are typically introduced with a colon
after your explanatory sentence.

Q: Is it acceptable to introduce a quote with just the author's
last name and a verb?
A: Yes, this is perfectly acceptable and often the most effective method, provided the author is clearly
identified. For example: "[Author's Last Name] explains, '...'"

Q: How can I ensure my quote introductions provide sufficient
context?
A: Your introduction should explain why the quote is relevant to your argument, who is speaking or



writing, and, if necessary, the source of the quote. This helps the reader understand the quote's
purpose and significance.
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