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The Chicago Manual of Style Political Science Writing: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style political science writing serves as an indispensable resource
for scholars, researchers, and students navigating the complexities of academic discourse
in political science. This authoritative style guide provides clear, consistent standards for
manuscript preparation, ensuring clarity, precision, and credibility in all forms of political
science scholarship. From the nuances of citation and referencing to the proper
construction of arguments and the presentation of data, adhering to the Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS) is paramount for effective communication within the discipline. This
article will delve into the key aspects of applying CMOS to political science writing,
covering citation styles, manuscript preparation, formatting considerations, and best
practices for clarity and conciseness, thereby empowering writers to produce polished and
impactful work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Political Science

The Chicago Manual of Style, often abbreviated as CMOS or CMS, is one of the most
widely used and respected style guides in academia. While it is comprehensive enough to
cover a vast array of disciplines, its principles are particularly well-suited for the rigorous
demands of political science research. Political science often involves complex theoretical
frameworks, empirical analysis of data, and engagement with extensive historical and
contemporary literature. CMOS offers a robust system for organizing, presenting, and
referencing this information in a manner that upholds scholarly integrity and facilitates
reader comprehension. Understanding its foundational principles is the first step to
mastering its application in this field.

The manual is divided into two primary approaches to citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. Political science scholarship frequently utilizes both,
depending on the specific subfield, journal requirements, or institutional guidelines. This
flexibility allows writers to choose the method that best suits their research and audience.
Beyond citation, CMOS provides detailed guidance on grammar, punctuation,
capitalization, and the effective use of tables and figures, all of which are critical for



presenting complex political phenomena clearly and accurately.

Key Citation Styles: Notes and Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

The choice between the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system is a crucial
decision in political science writing. Both systems aim to provide proper attribution for
sources and allow readers to locate them easily, but they achieve this through different
mechanisms. Understanding the strengths and typical usage of each will guide writers in
selecting the most appropriate style for their work.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system employs footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the
text, providing brief citation information. A corresponding bibliography at the end of the
work lists all sources consulted in alphabetical order. This system is often favored in
historical and theoretical political science, where extensive engagement with primary
sources or detailed textual analysis is common. The inclusion of notes allows for
digressions, supplementary information, or detailed acknowledgments without disrupting
the main flow of the narrative.

In the notes-bibliography system, a superscript numeral is placed in the text after the
relevant quotation or paraphrased idea. This numeral corresponds to a note, typically
found at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the chapter or document
(endnote). The first citation of a source in the notes is usually full, while subsequent
citations of the same source are shortened. The bibliography then provides a
comprehensive list of all works cited, allowing readers to consult the original materials.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system, on the other hand, integrates citations directly into the text using
the author's last name and the publication year. For example, (Smith 2020). This method
is highly prevalent in empirical and quantitative political science, where frequent
referencing of studies and data is integral to the argumentation. It offers a concise way to
link claims to their evidentiary basis without interrupting the reading experience as
frequently with footnotes.

When using the author-date system, a reference list, similar to a bibliography, is included
at the end of the document. This list contains full bibliographic information for all sources
cited in the text, arranged alphabetically by author's last name. The author-date system is
particularly efficient for scholarly articles and books where the focus is on the interplay of
evidence and argument, and detailed explanatory notes are less critical.



Crafting Persuasive Arguments: Structure and
Style

Effective political science writing is not solely about presenting facts; it is about
constructing a coherent, logical, and persuasive argument. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides guidance on elements that contribute to this, focusing on clarity, precision, and
adherence to academic conventions. A well-structured argument is crucial for engaging
readers and conveying the significance of your research findings.

Developing a Strong Thesis Statement

A compelling political science paper hinges on a clear and debatable thesis statement.
This central argument should be introduced early in the paper and serve as a roadmap for
the entire piece. CMOS emphasizes directness and conciseness in thesis formulation,
ensuring that the reader understands the paper's core contribution from the outset. A
strong thesis statement guides the reader through your analysis and provides a
benchmark against which your evidence and arguments can be evaluated.

Logical Organization and Flow

The structure of a political science manuscript is vital for its persuasiveness. CMOS
advocates for a logical progression of ideas, typically beginning with an introduction that
outlines the argument and its significance, followed by body paragraphs that present
evidence and analysis, and concluding with a summary of findings and their implications.
Transitions between paragraphs and sections should be smooth and clear, guiding the
reader seamlessly from one point to the next. This ensures that the argument builds
progressively and avoids abrupt shifts in topic or reasoning.

Utilizing Evidence Effectively

Political science research relies heavily on evidence, whether it be qualitative data from
interviews or historical documents, or quantitative data from surveys and statistical
analyses. CMOS provides guidelines on how to present and integrate this evidence into
your argument. Quotations should be integrated smoothly into sentences and properly
cited. Paraphrased material must accurately reflect the original source and also be cited.
The presentation of quantitative data, often through tables and figures, requires specific
formatting guidelines to ensure clarity and accuracy.



Formatting and Presentation in Political Science
Manuscripts

Beyond the content of the argument, the physical presentation of a political science
manuscript significantly impacts its readability and professional appearance. The Chicago
Manual of Style offers detailed specifications for manuscript preparation, ensuring
consistency and adherence to academic standards. These formatting guidelines are not
mere aesthetic preferences; they contribute to the overall clarity and professionalism of
the scholarly work.

Manuscript Preparation Standards

CMOS provides recommendations for margin sizes, line spacing, font choices, and
pagination. These details, while seemingly minor, contribute to a manuscript that is easy
to read and navigate. For example, double-spacing is often recommended for drafts to
allow space for editorial comments. The manual also specifies guidelines for title pages,
chapter breaks, and the placement of headings and subheadings, all of which help to
organize the material logically for the reader.

Headings and Subheadings

The effective use of headings and subheadings is crucial for breaking down complex
information and guiding the reader through the text. CMOS offers a hierarchical system
for headings, allowing writers to delineate different levels of topic and subtopic. This
structure helps to organize the content logically and makes it easier for readers to scan
the document and locate specific information. Proper capitalization and formatting of
headings, as detailed in CMOS, further enhance the visual structure of the manuscript.

First-level headings for major sections.

Second-level headings for main subtopics within sections.

Third-level headings for more specific points.

Tables and Figures

Political science often involves the presentation of data through tables and figures, such as
charts, graphs, and maps. CMOS offers precise guidelines for the preparation, labeling,
and citation of these visual elements. Tables should be clearly organized with appropriate
headings and labels for rows and columns. Figures should be legible, with clear axis labels



and legends. Each table and figure should be numbered sequentially and referred to
within the text, with a brief explanatory caption. Proper placement and formatting are
essential for these elements to effectively support the written argument.

Specific Considerations for Political Science Data
and Figures

The nature of political science research often necessitates the careful and accurate
presentation of data. Whether dealing with statistical outputs, survey results, or
qualitative coding, the Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidance to ensure that
these elements are clear, accurate, and easily interpretable by the reader. Adherence to
these guidelines is crucial for maintaining the integrity of the research.

Formatting Statistical Tables

When presenting quantitative data in tables, CMOS offers detailed advice on layout,
alignment, and the use of symbols. This includes guidance on how to present numerical
data with appropriate decimal places, the use of asterisks to denote statistical
significance, and the clear labeling of variables. The goal is to create tables that are not
only informative but also easy to understand at a glance, allowing readers to grasp the key
findings without extensive effort.

Citing and Presenting Visual Data

Graphs, charts, and maps are powerful tools in political science for visualizing trends,
relationships, and geographical patterns. CMOS provides instructions on how to format
these figures, including guidelines for axis labels, legends, and the overall clarity of the
visual. Importantly, it also specifies how to cite the source of the data used to create these
figures. This is essential for acknowledging the origin of the information and allowing
readers to verify the data if necessary. Each figure should be accompanied by a brief
descriptive caption.

Presenting Qualitative Data

For qualitative research, which might involve presenting interview transcripts,
ethnographic field notes, or excerpts from historical documents, CMOS offers guidance on
how to integrate these materials into the text. This includes proper formatting for direct
quotations, the use of ellipsis to indicate omissions, and the careful citation of the source
of the qualitative data. The aim is to present these materials in a way that supports the
argument without overwhelming the reader or compromising the integrity of the original
source.



Enhancing Clarity and Precision in Political
Science Prose

The ultimate goal of any academic writing, including political science, is to communicate
complex ideas with clarity and precision. The Chicago Manual of Style offers extensive
advice on grammar, punctuation, and word choice that directly contributes to this
objective. Mastering these stylistic elements ensures that the writer's arguments are
conveyed effectively and without ambiguity.

Grammar and Punctuation Rules

CMOS provides a comprehensive overview of English grammar and punctuation. This
includes rules for subject-verb agreement, pronoun usage, tense consistency, and the
correct application of commas, semicolons, and colons. For political science writing,
where precision in language is paramount, adhering to these grammatical rules prevents
misinterpretation and strengthens the credibility of the author's claims. For instance,
understanding the nuances of the serial comma can prevent ambiguity in lists of political
concepts or actors.

Word Choice and Conciseness

The manual encourages clear, direct, and concise language. This means avoiding jargon
where possible, using strong verbs, and eliminating unnecessary words or phrases. In
political science, where abstract concepts and specialized terminology are common, it is
particularly important to define terms clearly and to use them consistently. CMOS
guidance on avoiding clichés and passive voice helps writers to create prose that is both
engaging and precise, making complex political theories and findings more accessible to a
wider audience.

Avoiding Ambiguity

Ambiguity can undermine even the most well-researched political science argument.
CMOS offers strategies for ensuring that sentences and paragraphs are clear and
unambiguous. This involves careful sentence construction, precise use of pronouns, and
logical sequencing of ideas. For example, ensuring that antecedents of pronouns are clear
is crucial when discussing multiple political actors or institutions.

Advanced Tips for Chicago Manual of Style



Political Science Writing

Beyond the fundamental rules, mastering the Chicago Manual of Style for political science
involves understanding its application to more nuanced aspects of scholarly writing. These
advanced tips can elevate the quality and impact of your research, ensuring it meets the
highest academic standards.

Handling Special Characters and Symbols

Political science often involves the use of specialized characters, mathematical symbols in
quantitative analysis, or foreign language terms. CMOS provides guidance on how to
correctly represent these elements within the text, including their proper capitalization,
italicization, and citation. For example, the manual specifies how to handle diacritical
marks in foreign names or terms, which is crucial for accuracy when discussing
international political actors or concepts.

Incorporating Foreign Language Material

When political science research involves sources or concepts from non-English languages,
CMOS offers a systematic approach to their inclusion. This includes guidelines on
transliteration, providing translations, and properly citing original language material. The
manual emphasizes consistency in the chosen method of presentation to ensure that
foreign language content does not disrupt the flow of the argument and is accessible to
readers who may not be fluent in the original language.

Index Creation and Management

For books and longer manuscripts, creating a comprehensive index is an essential part of
making the work accessible and useful to scholars. While CMOS provides detailed
guidance on index construction, understanding its principles early in the writing process
can facilitate this later stage. Proper naming of concepts and subjects within the text,
following CMOS principles, will make the indexing process more efficient and accurate,
ensuring key terms are discoverable.

The Role of Proofreading and Editing

Finally, the importance of thorough proofreading and editing cannot be overstated. While
CMOS provides the rules, diligent application and review are necessary to catch errors.
This final stage ensures that the manuscript adheres to all stylistic guidelines, enhancing
its professionalism and credibility. Consulting with editors familiar with CMOS can further
refine the work, ensuring it is polished and ready for publication.



FAQ Section:

Q: What is the primary advantage of using the Chicago
Manual of Style for political science writing?
A: The primary advantage of using the Chicago Manual of Style for political science
writing is its comprehensive nature and flexibility, offering clear standards for citation,
grammar, punctuation, and manuscript preparation that enhance clarity, precision, and
scholarly credibility.

Q: Can I use both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-
Date systems within the same political science
manuscript?
A: Generally, it is not recommended to use both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems within the same political science manuscript. Most journals, publishers, or
academic institutions require adherence to one specific system for consistency. Always
check the specific guidelines for your intended publication or course.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style address the
use of jargon in political science?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style encourages clarity and conciseness, advising writers to
avoid unnecessary jargon. When specialized terms are essential in political science, CMOS
recommends defining them clearly upon first use to ensure that the audience can
understand the argument without confusion.

Q: What are the key differences in formatting tables
when using the Notes-Bibliography system versus the
Author-Date system in political science?
A: The core difference in formatting tables between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-
Date systems primarily relates to how sources for the table are cited. The table content
and structure formatting guidelines within CMOS are largely consistent, focusing on
clarity and readability regardless of the citation style used.

Q: How does CMOS guide the presentation of statistical
data in political science research?
A: CMOS provides detailed guidance on formatting statistical tables, including the
alignment of numbers, the use of decimal places, and the clear labeling of variables and
statistical significance indicators. It also offers advice on presenting statistical figures like
graphs and charts effectively.



Q: Is it acceptable to deviate from the Chicago Manual
of Style for stylistic effect in political science writing?
A: While understanding CMOS is crucial, minor stylistic deviations might be acceptable if
they genuinely enhance clarity or serve a specific rhetorical purpose, and if done
consistently. However, significant deviations from CMOS are generally discouraged in
academic political science writing as they can undermine clarity and professional
standards. Always prioritize adherence to the established guidelines.

Q: What are the essential components of a bibliography
or reference list according to the Chicago Manual of
Style for political science papers?
A: According to the Chicago Manual of Style, a bibliography (for notes-bibliography
system) or a reference list (for author-date system) must include full bibliographic details
for all sources cited in the text, typically including author name, title, publication
information (publisher, place, date), and page numbers where relevant.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle foreign
language quotations in political science research?
A: For foreign language quotations in political science research, CMOS advises providing
the original quotation followed by an English translation, or vice versa, depending on the
context and audience. It also provides guidelines for consistent transliteration and citation
of these materials.
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