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Writers

chicago manual of style parenthetical citation examples us writers face the
crucial task of correctly attributing sources to maintain academic integrity
and clarity. This guide delves deep into the nuances of the Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) author-date system, providing comprehensive parenthetical
citation examples specific to usage within the United States. Understanding
these conventions is paramount for students, researchers, and academics
aiming for scholarly precision. We will explore how to cite various source
types, including books, articles, websites, and even less common materials,
ensuring you can confidently integrate source information into your work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems:
notes-bibliography and author-date. For many fields, particularly the social
sciences and natural sciences, the author-date system is preferred for its
straightforward integration of source information directly within the text.
This system relies on parenthetical citations, which briefly identify the
source and its location, and a corresponding bibliography at the end of the
work that provides full publication details. This method allows readers to
quickly locate the original source of information without interrupting the
flow of the main text excessively. Mastering these parenthetical citations is
a cornerstone of effective scholarly communication.

The author-date system in CMOS is designed for clarity and efficiency.
Instead of relying solely on footnotes or endnotes, it places essential



source information directly after a quote, paraphrase, or summary. This
immediate attribution helps readers track the origin of ideas and evidence as
they read. The core components of an author-date parenthetical citation are
the author's last name and the year of publication. Page numbers are also
frequently included, especially when citing specific passages or direct
quotations. The goal is to provide just enough information to guide the
reader to the full entry in the bibliography.

Core Principles of Parenthetical Citations

At its heart, the Chicago Manual of Style parenthetical citation system is
built on two fundamental pieces of information: the author's last name and
the year of publication. These elements are enclosed within parentheses and
placed at the end of the sentence or clause containing the borrowed material.
When a specific passage is being referenced, a page number is typically
added, separated by a comma. This concise format ensures that the reader can
immediately identify the origin of the information. It's crucial to remember
that consistency is key; once you establish a method for citing a particular
source type, you should adhere to it throughout your document.

The placement of the parenthetical citation is also critical. Generally, it
should appear after the final punctuation mark of the sentence or clause that
contains the borrowed information. However, if the citation modifies a
specific noun or phrase within the sentence, it may be placed directly after
that element. For instance, if you are discussing a theory proposed by a
specific author in a given year, you might integrate their name into the
sentence and then follow it with the year and page number. The principle is
to keep the citation as close as possible to the information it supports,
thereby minimizing any potential for misattribution or confusion.

When to Use Parenthetical Citations

Parenthetical citations are essential whenever you incorporate information
from an external source into your writing. This includes direct quotations,
paraphrased ideas, summaries of arguments, and even factual data that is not
common knowledge. The aim is to give credit where credit is due and to allow
your readers to verify your sources. Failure to cite appropriately can lead
to accusations of plagiarism, a serious academic offense. Therefore, it is
always better to err on the side of caution and cite more rather than less.

Beyond direct borrowing, parenthetical citations are also valuable for
contextualizing your research. When you refer to a specific study, a
particular theory, or a groundbreaking idea, citing the original source
provides authority and depth to your claims. It demonstrates that you are
engaging with the existing scholarship in your field and building upon the



work of others. This practice is fundamental to scholarly discourse and
reinforces the credibility of your own research and analysis.

Structure of a Basic Parenthetical Citation

The most fundamental Chicago Manual of Style parenthetical citation for the
author-date system follows a simple structure: (AuthorLastName Year). For
example, if you are citing a work by John Smith published in 2020, the
citation would appear as (Smith 2020). When referring to a specific passage,
you add the page number, separated by a comma: (Smith 2020, 45). This format
provides immediate, albeit brief, identification of the source and the
precise location of the information within that source.

It is important to note that the author's first name or initials are
generally omitted in parenthetical citations. The focus is on the last name
to distinguish between different authors. If you have multiple works by the
same author published in the same year, you will differentiate them using
lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) assigned in the bibliography. For instance,
if Smith published two works in 2020, the citations might be (Smith 2020a)
and (Smith 2020b).

Citing Books with Chicago Manual of Style
Parenthetical Examples

Citing books using the Chicago Manual of Style author-date system is a common
requirement for academic papers. The general format for a parenthetical
citation of a book includes the author's last name, the year of publication,
and, when necessary, the page number. For example, if you are citing a
passage from a book by Maria Garcia titled "The Art of Research," published
in 2019, and the passage is on page 112, the citation would be (Garcia 2019,
112). This straightforward approach ensures that readers can quickly locate
the specific book and page in your bibliography.

When multiple authors are involved in a book, the citation format adapts. For
two authors, both last names are included, separated by "and." For example,
(Jones and Williams 2021, 78). If a book has three or more authors, you cite
only the first author's last name followed by "et al." (an abbreviation for
the Latin phrase "and others"). So, for a book by Robert Miller, Susan Chen,
and David Lee published in 2022, the citation would be (Miller et al. 2022,
205). This convention saves space within the parenthetical citation while
still providing sufficient information to identify the source.



Books with a Single Author

For a book authored by a single individual, the parenthetical citation is as
direct as it gets. You simply use the author's last name followed by the year
of publication. If you are quoting or referencing a specific point, you
append the page number. For instance, if you are drawing information from a
book by Sarah Brown, published in 2018, on page 55, the in-text citation
would read (Brown 2018, 55).

Consider this example in a sentence: "The study highlighted the importance of
early childhood education in long-term academic success (Brown 2018, 55)." If
you are paraphrasing an idea from the entire book or a substantial section of
it, and a specific page is not critical, you may omit the page number: (Brown
2018). However, for precision, including the page number is always
recommended when possible.

Books with Multiple Authors

When citing books with multiple authors, the CMOS author-date system requires
careful attention to the number of contributors. For works with two authors,
both last names are listed, connected by "and." For example, citing a book by
Emily Carter and David Lee published in 2023 would look like (Carter and Lee
2023, 190) if referencing page 190.

For books with three or more authors, the practice simplifies to save space
within the parenthetical citation. You list only the first author's last name
followed by "et al." and then the year of publication. So, if a book is
written by Anya Sharma, Ben Gupta, and Clara Davis, published in 2020, the
citation for any content taken from it would be (Sharma et al. 2020, 34).
This applies even if the book has many authors; only the first is listed
before "et al."

Edited Volumes

Citing an edited volume requires specifying the editor(s) rather than an
author, though the structure remains similar. If a book is edited by Jane
Foster and published in 2017, a parenthetical citation for content from this
book would be (Foster 2017). If you are referencing a specific chapter within
an edited volume written by a different person, you would cite the chapter
author, not the editor, in the parenthetical citation. For example, if a
chapter by Michael Chen is in Foster's edited volume and you are referencing
page 75 of Chen's chapter, the citation would be (Chen 2017, 75).

However, if you are referring to the volume as a whole, or content where the



editor's contribution is central, you cite the editor. This is often the case
when the editor has written an introduction or provided overarching
commentary. The key is to attribute the information to its direct source. If
the source you are citing is the editor's own contribution to the volume, you
cite the editor's name. If it's a contribution by a specific author within
the volume, you cite that author.

Citing Journal and Magazine Articles with
Chicago Manual of Style Parenthetical Examples

Academic journals and magazines are rich sources of information, and citing
them correctly in the Chicago Manual of Style author-date system is crucial.
The general format for journal articles follows the author-date principle,
typically including the author's last name and the publication year. For
magazine articles, the approach is similar, though some may include more
specific publication details like issue numbers or article titles if an
author is not readily available.

When citing journal articles, it is common practice to include the page
number where the referenced information can be found. This is especially
important for direct quotations or when discussing specific data points. The
structure remains consistent: (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). This allows
readers to easily locate the precise article and location within your
bibliography.

Journal Articles

For scholarly journal articles, the parenthetical citation typically includes
the author's last name and the year of publication, followed by the page
number if a specific passage is being cited. For instance, if an article by
Dr. Evelyn Reed published in 2022 is being referenced on page 215, the
citation would be (Reed 2022, 215). If the article has multiple authors, the
same rules as for books apply: list both names for two authors, and the first
author followed by "et al." for three or more.

Consider this sentence: "The findings indicated a significant correlation
between the variables studied (Reed 2022, 215)." If you are paraphrasing an
idea from the entire article without needing to pinpoint a specific page, you
can omit the page number: (Reed 2022). However, clarity and precision are
always best served by including the page number when citing specific
information.



Magazine Articles

Citing magazine articles using the author-date system is similar, but
sometimes magazine articles lack clear author attribution. If an article has
an author, use their last name and the year of publication, just like with
journal articles. For example, (Johnson 2023, 50) if referencing page 50 of
an article by Mark Johnson published in 2023. If the article is from a
magazine that is published frequently (e.g., weekly or monthly), the year
alone might be sufficient for the parenthetical citation, as the bibliography
will clarify the specific issue and date.

If a magazine article does not have an author listed, you can use a shortened
version of the article title in place of the author's name. The shortened
title should be in quotation marks. For example, if an article titled "The
Future of Renewable Energy" was published in 2024, and has no author, the
citation might appear as ("Future of Renewable Energy" 2024, 30). Ensure the
shortened title is distinctive enough to identify the article clearly in the
bibliography.

Citing Web Sources with Chicago Manual of Style
Parenthetical Examples

The digital landscape presents unique challenges for citation, but the
Chicago Manual of Style author-date system offers clear guidelines for web
sources. The primary goal remains the same: to attribute information and
guide readers to the source. For websites, parenthetical citations usually
include the author's name and the publication or last modified date. If no
author is available, a shortened version of the website title is used.

When citing web content, it's important to locate the most relevant date
available. This could be the publication date, the last updated date, or the
copyright date. If none are clearly indicated, the date of access might be
used, though CMOS generally prefers publication dates. The inclusion of page
numbers is often not feasible for web content, as layouts can vary. Instead,
you might refer to section headings if the content is lengthy and structured.

Websites with an Author and Date

For web pages that clearly list an author and a publication or last modified
date, the parenthetical citation closely mirrors that of a print source. You
will use the author's last name and the date. For example, if you are citing
information from a blog post by Emily White, last updated on October 26,
2023, the citation would be (White 2023). If the content is extensive and you
need to direct the reader to a specific part of the page, you might refer to



a section heading.

Consider this sentence: "The latest research suggests a paradigm shift in
user engagement (White 2023)." If a specific section of the webpage is
particularly relevant, you might note that: (White 2023, "Engagement
Strategies"). This provides additional guidance for the reader to locate the
precise information on the webpage.

Websites without an Author

When a webpage lacks an identifiable author, CMOS instructs you to use a
shortened version of the website or article title in place of the author's
name. This shortened title should be enclosed in quotation marks if it refers
to an article or specific webpage title, or italicized if it refers to the
name of the website itself. The date follows, just as it would with an
author. For example, citing a page from the "Global Health Initiative"
website, last updated in 2024, without an author, might look like ("Global
Health Initiative" 2024).

If the content is an article on a website, you would use the article title.
For instance, if an article titled "AI in Education" was published on a
website in 2023 without an author, the citation would be ("AI in Education"
2023). It is essential that the shortened title in the parenthetical citation
precisely matches the entry in your bibliography.

Online Journals and Databases

Citing articles from online journals or databases follows the same principles
as print journals, with the addition of relevant electronic identifiers. The
author's last name and publication year are standard. If the article is part
of a larger online journal that is consistently paginated, use the page
numbers. If the journal is not paginated, or if you are referencing an
article retrieved from a database that may not have fixed pagination, you may
need to include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a URL in your
bibliography.

The parenthetical citation itself generally does not include the DOI or URL.
It remains (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber) if page numbers are available.
For example: (Chang 2021, 45). The full bibliographic entry will then provide
the necessary electronic retrieval information. This ensures the
parenthetical citation remains concise while the bibliography offers complete
access details.



Citing Other Source Types Using Chicago Manual
of Style Parenthetical Examples

Beyond books and articles, the Chicago Manual of Style author-date system
extends to a variety of other sources, including interviews, films, and
unpublished materials. Each type has specific conventions to ensure accurate
attribution.

The core principle remains consistent: provide enough information in the
parenthetical citation to identify the source and guide the reader to the
full entry in the bibliography. This often involves adapting the author-date
format to the nature of the source, using titles, names of interviewees, or
other identifying details where author names are not applicable.

Interviews

When citing interviews, whether conducted by you or published elsewhere, the
parenthetical citation typically includes the name of the interviewee and the
year the interview was conducted. If you are quoting directly from an
interview you conducted, and it's not published, you might use the
interviewee's last name and the date: (Smith, March 15, 2024). If it's a
published interview, the year of publication is used. For published
interviews in a collection, you would cite the interviewer and publication
year, similar to an article.

For unpublished interviews you conducted, the full details, including the
date and medium (e.g., personal interview, phone interview), will be in your
bibliography. The parenthetical citation serves as a brief marker: (Davis,
personal interview, April 1, 2024). This provides immediate context for the
reader.

Films and Videos

Citing films or videos in the author-date system requires identifying the
work by its title and year of release. If a specific director is relevant and
you wish to highlight their contribution, you can include their name.
However, the primary identifier is usually the title. For example, a citation
for a scene from the film "Parasite" released in 2019 might be (Parasite
2019). If a specific scene or time stamp is crucial, you might add it:
(Parasite 2019, 00:45:10).

If you are referencing a particular person's contribution, such as an actor's
performance or a specific interview segment within a documentary, you would



adapt the citation accordingly, potentially using their name if it's the most
relevant identifier. However, for the work as a whole, the title and year are
standard.

Unpublished Materials

Unpublished materials, such as manuscripts, dissertations, or personal
correspondence, are cited by identifying the author (or creator) and the year
of creation or availability. For unpublished manuscripts, you would use the
author's last name and the year the manuscript was written or dated. For
example, (Miller 2021). The bibliography entry will provide the full details,
including where the manuscript can be found or its status.

If citing personal correspondence, you would typically use the sender's last
name and the date of the letter or email. For example, (Thompson to Lee,
August 10, 2023). The exact format will depend on how the correspondence is
described in your bibliography entry, ensuring clarity for the reader to
locate the source.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago
Manual of Style Parenthetical Citation

Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style parenthetical
citation system, especially for US writers, can lead to common errors. One
frequent pitfall is inconsistent application of rules, such as mixing author-
date with notes-bibliography elements or failing to apply the "et al." rule
correctly for multiple authors. Another issue is incorrect punctuation within
the parentheses, like placing the page number before the year or using
incorrect separators.

To avoid these problems, meticulous attention to detail and consistent
reference checking are essential. Always consult the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style or a reliable style guide for clarification. Creating
a template for different source types and sticking to it throughout your
document can significantly improve accuracy and streamline the citation
process.

Inconsistent Author Names

A common error is the inconsistent use of author names within parenthetical
citations and their corresponding bibliography entries. For example, using an
author's full name in one citation and only their last name in another, or



variations in spelling. The parenthetical citation's author name must
directly correspond to the author name listed in the bibliography entry for
that source. This direct link is critical for enabling the reader to find the
full source details.

Best practice involves standardizing author names from the outset. When you
first encounter a source, note the author's name exactly as it appears on the
title page. Use this standardized form consistently in all your parenthetical
citations and in your bibliography. If an author uses multiple names or
variations, choose one and stick with it, making sure it's clearly
represented in the bibliography.

Incorrect Page Number Formatting

The formatting of page numbers in parenthetical citations is another area
where errors frequently occur. This includes incorrect placement, the use of
abbreviations, or improper punctuation. For example, mistakenly writing
(Smith, p. 45 2020) instead of (Smith 2020, 45). The Chicago Manual of Style
author-date system generally places the page number after the year, separated
by a comma. There is no "p." or "pg." abbreviation before the page number.

Ensure that when you are citing multiple consecutive pages, you use an en
dash (–) between the page numbers, not a hyphen (-). For example: (Garcia
2019, 112–115). For non-consecutive pages, you can list them separated by
commas: (Garcia 2019, 112, 118). Always double-check your punctuation and
formatting against the style guide.

Confusing Year and Publication Date

In the author-date system, the year of publication is paramount for
parenthetical citations. A common mistake is to confuse the publication year
with other dates associated with a source, such as the copyright date or the
date of access for online materials. While copyright dates are important for
bibliographies, the parenthetical citation typically relies on the
publication year of the specific edition being used.

For online sources, if a specific publication date is not available, CMOS
generally advises using the last modified date or, as a last resort, the date
of access. However, the primary goal is to use the date the content was made
available to the public. When in doubt, consult the bibliography entry to
ensure the year in the parenthetical citation aligns with the date
information provided there.



Forgetting the Bibliography

While this article focuses on parenthetical citations, it's crucial to
remember that they are only half of the author-date system. A comprehensive
bibliography is essential. Many students and writers focus so heavily on
getting the in-text citations correct that they neglect to compile a complete
and properly formatted bibliography. Without it, the parenthetical citations
are incomplete and do not fully serve their purpose of directing readers to
the full sources.

The bibliography should list all sources cited in the text alphabetically by
author's last name. Each entry must contain all the necessary publication
details. Treat the bibliography with the same rigor as your parenthetical
citations. A well-constructed bibliography not only fulfills academic
requirements but also demonstrates the breadth and depth of your research.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a source with no author using
Chicago Manual of Style parenthetical examples US?
A: If a source has no author, you use a shortened version of the title in
your parenthetical citation. If it's an article or a specific webpage title,
enclose it in quotation marks. If it's the title of the website itself,
italicize it. Follow this with the publication year. For example: ("Global
Health Initiative" 2024) or ("AI in Education" 2023).

Q: What is the difference between a Chicago notes-
bibliography citation and an author-date
parenthetical citation?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for
citations, with full bibliographic information provided in a bibliography at
the end. The author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations in the
text (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber) that correspond to a full alphabetical
bibliography.

Q: Can I use page numbers for online sources in
Chicago Manual of Style parenthetical citations?
A: Page numbers are typically used for print sources where pagination is
fixed. For online sources, if they are paginated (like some online journals),
you can use those page numbers. If not, you might refer to section headings.



The bibliography entry will include a URL or DOI for online sources.

Q: How do I cite a work in progress using Chicago
Manual of Style parenthetical examples US?
A: For works in progress or unpublished manuscripts, you cite them as you
would a published work by that author, using their last name and the year the
manuscript was dated or created. For example: (Miller 2021). The bibliography
entry will specify its status as unpublished and provide access information.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a source with two
authors in a Chicago Manual of Style parenthetical
citation?
A: When citing a source with two authors, list both of their last names,
connected by "and," followed by the year of publication. For example: (Carter
and Lee 2023). If referencing a specific page, add it after the year: (Carter
and Lee 2023, 190).

Q: How should I handle multiple works by the same
author in the same year for Chicago Manual of Style
parenthetical citations?
A: If an author has multiple works published in the same year, you will
differentiate them using lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) assigned in the
bibliography. The parenthetical citations will then include these letters,
such as (Smith 2020a) and (Smith 2020b), corresponding to their respective
entries in the bibliography.

Q: Is it acceptable to omit the page number in a
Chicago Manual of Style parenthetical citation?
A: Yes, it is acceptable to omit the page number if you are paraphrasing an
idea from an entire work or a substantial section of it, and a specific page
reference is not critical to the point you are making. However, for direct
quotations or specific data, page numbers are essential.
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