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Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style: Notes, Bibliography, and Thesis Examples

chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples thesis are crucial for academic integrity
and clear communication in scholarly writing. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies
of implementing the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for your thesis, focusing on the essential
elements of notes and bibliography. Understanding how to correctly format footnotes, endnotes, and
the final bibliography is paramount to presenting a polished and credible academic work. We will
explore the distinct citation styles within CMOS—notes-and-bibliography and author-date—and
provide practical examples tailored for thesis construction, ensuring you can confidently cite your
sources. Whether you're grappling with book citations, journal articles, or online resources, this
article offers detailed explanations and actionable advice to navigate the complexities of CMOS,
enhancing your research and writing process.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Theses

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation and style guide used across
many academic disciplines, particularly in the humanities. For thesis writers, adhering to CMOS
means ensuring consistency, accuracy, and transparency in how sources are acknowledged. This
meticulous approach not only lends credibility to your research but also allows readers to easily
locate and verify your cited materials. The manual provides detailed instructions on everything from
manuscript preparation to the nuances of citation, making it an indispensable resource for any
student undertaking a significant academic project like a thesis.

A thesis represents a substantial body of original research, and the way sources are documented is a
reflection of the researcher's diligence. CMOS offers two primary citation systems: the notes-and-
bibliography system and the author-date system. While both aim for clarity, they differ in their
presentation of source information within the text and in the final reference list. For many
humanities and arts disciplines, the notes-and-bibliography system is the preferred choice, and this
article will focus on its application for thesis writing.



The Notes-and-Bibliography System: A Deep Dive

The notes-and-bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered notes—either footnotes
at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the chapter or work—to reference sources. These
notes provide the first full citation for a source and subsequent shorter citations for subsequent
references to the same work. This system allows for detailed commentary and asides within the
notes themselves, which can be particularly useful in scholarly arguments where digressions or
additional explanations are beneficial.

The primary advantage of the notes-and-bibliography system in a thesis context is its ability to keep
the main body of text clean and uncluttered. Instead of interrupting the flow with parenthetical
citations, all source attribution is managed through superscript numbers, directing the reader to the
notes section. This makes for a more aesthetically pleasing and readable narrative, allowing the
argument to take center stage while still providing robust source support.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes

When implementing the notes-and-bibliography system in your thesis, the first time a source is cited,
a full bibliographic entry is provided in the corresponding footnote or endnote. Subsequent citations
of the same source typically use a shortened form, including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the page number. If multiple works by the same author are cited, the shortened title
becomes even more crucial for disambiguation. The formatting of these notes follows specific
conventions, including the placement of punctuation and the use of italics for titles.

For example, a first note for a book might appear as:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (New York: Vintage Books, 1995),
23.

A subsequent note for the same book would be:

2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 145.

It is essential to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for precise formatting of
commas, periods, and other punctuation within your notes.

Crafting Your Bibliography

The bibliography, appearing at the end of your thesis, provides a comprehensive alphabetical list of
all the sources you have cited in your notes. Unlike the notes, which can include detailed
commentary, the bibliography entries are strictly bibliographic information. Each entry should
contain all the details necessary for a reader to identify and locate the source independently. The
purpose of the bibliography is to offer a clear, organized, and complete overview of the research
materials consulted.

The ordering of elements in a bibliography entry differs slightly from a note. For instance, author
names are inverted (Last Name, First Name), and titles are typically followed by publication
information without being enclosed in parentheses. For a book, the standard format in the



bibliography would be:

Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. New York: Vintage Books, 1995.
Consistency in formatting all bibliography entries is paramount to the overall professionalism of your
thesis.

Common Source Types and CMOS Examples

Academic theses often draw from a diverse range of sources, from classic books and scholarly
journal articles to more contemporary digital resources. Mastering the CMOS formatting for each
type is critical. Below are examples of common source types and their Chicago notes-and-
bibliography format.

Books

For a single-author book, both in notes and bibliography, the essential information includes author,
title, place of publication, publisher, and year. For notes, include the page number referenced. For
the bibliography, omit the page number and invert the author's name.

e Note Example: 3. Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Pantheon Books, 1978), 72.

e Bibliography Example: Said, Edward. Orientalism. New York: Pantheon Books, 1978.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles requires specific details, including author, article title, journal title, volume
and issue numbers, and publication year, along with page numbers. In notes, you will also include
the specific page being cited.

* Note Example: 4. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, "Can the Subaltern Speak?" in Marxism and
the Interpretation of Culture, ed. Cary Nelson and Lawrence Grossberg (Urbana: University of
Illinois Press, 1988), 271.

e Bibliography Example: Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. "Can the Subaltern Speak?" In Marxism
and the Interpretation of Culture, edited by Cary Nelson and Lawrence Grossberg, 271-313.
Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1988.

Websites and Online Resources



Citing online sources requires careful attention to the URL, access date, and any information that
can help readers find the specific content. CMOS emphasizes providing as much information as
possible for retrieval.

e Note Example: 5. "History of the Chicago Manual of Style," The University of Chicago Press,
accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.html.

e Bibliography Example: "History of the Chicago Manual of Style." The University of Chicago
Press. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.html.

Author-Date System: An Alternative Approach

While the notes-and-bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities, the author-date system is
more common in the sciences and social sciences. In this system, in-text citations consist of the
author's last name and the year of publication, often including the page number. A corresponding
reference list is provided at the end, which includes full bibliographic details for all cited works. The
fundamental difference lies in the in-text attribution; instead of numerical notes, parenthetical
citations directly reference the author and date.

For instance, a parenthetical citation in the author-date system would look like (Foucault 1995, 23).
The reference list entries would still maintain a similar structure to the bibliography in the notes-
and-bibliography system, but the overall presentation of citations within the text is altered. For a
thesis, choosing the appropriate system is typically dictated by departmental or disciplinary
guidelines.

Integrating CMOS into Your Thesis Workflow

Successfully integrating CMOS into your thesis workflow requires planning and consistent
application. Start by familiarizing yourself with the latest edition of the manual and any specific
departmental requirements regarding citation. Many universities provide style guides or templates
that align with CMOS, which can be invaluable. When you begin research, make a habit of
meticulously recording all bibliographic details for each source as you find it. This proactive
approach will save you considerable time and prevent errors later in the writing process.

Utilize citation management software if it suits your needs. Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote
can help organize your sources and, in some cases, generate bibliographies in CMOS format, though
manual review and adjustment are always necessary. During the writing and revision stages,
dedicate specific time to proofreading your notes and bibliography for accuracy and consistency. A
thorough check against the CMOS guidelines for every citation will ensure your thesis meets the
highest academic standards and reflects your dedication to scholarly practice.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-and-
bibliography system and the author-date system in Chicago
Manual of Style for a thesis?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-and-bibliography
system uses superscript numbers in the text that correspond to footnotes or endnotes, providing
detailed citation information. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the text,
typically including the author's last name and the year of publication, directing readers to a
reference list at the end of the work.

Q: When should I use footnotes versus endnotes in my thesis
when following the Chicago Manual of Style notes-
bibliography system?

A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely a matter of preference or departmental
guidelines. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, offering
immediate access for the reader. Endnotes are collected at the end of a chapter or the entire work,
which can make the main text appear cleaner but requires readers to flip to the end of sections or
the document to consult sources.

Q: How do I format a book citation in a Chicago style
bibliography for my thesis?

A: A book citation in a Chicago bibliography typically includes the author's full name (inverted), the
full title of the book in italics, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For
example: Smith, John. The History of Academia. New York: Academic Press, 2020.

Q: What is the rule for citing the same source multiple times
in my thesis using Chicago style notes?

A: For subsequent citations of the same source within the notes, you generally use a shortened form.
This usually includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work (if necessary to distinguish
it from other works by the same author), and the relevant page number. For example: Smith, History
of Academia, 45. If a source is cited again immediately after the first citation, you can use "Ibid."
followed by the page number, if different.

Q: How do I cite a website in my thesis using the Chicago
Manual of Style notes and bibliography?

A: Citing a website in CMOS requires providing as much information as possible for retrieval. For
notes, include the author or organization, the title of the specific page or document, the website



name, the publication or last updated date if available, the access date, and the URL. For the
bibliography, the format is similar but may omit the access date if the content is stable. For example
(note): 5. "Guide to Citation." The Writing Center. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.writingcenter.edu/guides/citation.

Q: What is the importance of a consistent citation style for my
thesis?

A: Consistent citation is crucial for academic integrity, credibility, and clarity. It demonstrates
thoroughness in research, allows readers to easily trace your sources, and avoids potential
accusations of plagiarism. Inconsistency can detract from the professionalism of your thesis, making
it appear less carefully prepared.

Q: Can I use citation management software for my thesis in
Chicago style?

A: Yes, citation management software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be very helpful for
organizing your research and generating bibliographies in Chicago style. However, it's essential to
remember that these tools are not infallible. Always review and manually check the generated
citations against the official Chicago Manual of Style guidelines to ensure accuracy and adherence
to all specific formatting requirements.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in a Chicago style
bibliography for my thesis?

A: For two authors, list both names, inverting the first author's name: Smith, John, and Jane Doe. For
three or more authors, invert only the first author's name and follow it with "and" and the names of
the other authors as they appear on the title page. In the bibliography, however, for three or more
authors, you typically list the first author followed by "et al." after the first mention in your notes,
but in the bibliography, all authors are usually listed if there are no more than ten. For more than
ten, list the first seven and then "et al."

Q: What if my thesis is for a discipline that primarily uses the
author-date system, but I'm more familiar with notes-
bibliography?

A: You should always adhere to the citation style mandated by your department or academic
program. If the author-date system is required, you will need to learn its specific rules and apply
them consistently throughout your thesis. While familiarizing yourself with both systems is
beneficial, prioritizing the required style is paramount for thesis submission.
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