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The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected guide for scholarly
writing, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. When preparing
academic papers, dissertations, or journal articles, correctly formatting
citations and bibliographies is paramount. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to Chicago Manual of Style notes bibliography examples
for journal articles, ensuring clarity and adherence to academic standards.
We will delve into the intricacies of both footnote/endnote systems and the
author-date citation method, illustrating practical examples for journal
entries. Understanding these distinctions and their proper application will
significantly enhance the credibility and professionalism of your scholarly
work.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes vs. Author-
Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes
and bibliography system, and the author-date system. Both are acceptable in
different academic disciplines, and it is crucial to determine which is
preferred or required for your specific publication or course. The notes and
bibliography system relies on numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources
within the text, with a comprehensive bibliography appearing at the end of
the work. Conversely, the author-date system uses parenthetical citations
within the text, consisting of the author's last name and the year of
publication, and is also accompanied by a reference list at the end.

The choice between these two systems often depends on the field of study.
Humanities disciplines, such as literature and history, frequently favor the
notes and bibliography system. This method allows for extensive commentary
and detailed sourcing without disrupting the flow of the prose. The author-
date system, on the other hand, is more common in the social sciences and
natural sciences, where concise in-text citations are preferred, and the
focus is on the timeliness of research. Regardless of the system chosen,
consistency and accuracy in applying the Chicago Manual of Style rules are
vital for academic integrity.



Footnote/Endnote System: Core Principles

The notes and bibliography system employs superscript numbers within the text
of the paper to correspond with numbered footnotes (appearing at the bottom
of the page) or endnotes (collected at the end of the document). These notes
provide the necessary citation information for the material being referenced.
The first citation of a source in a note is typically full, while subsequent
citations of the same source can be shortened. This system is designed to
provide readers with immediate access to source information without
interrupting the main text's readability, offering a more comprehensive
scholarly apparatus.

Each footnote or endnote acts as a direct link to a specific source. The
numbering should be sequential throughout the entire document, restarting
only for different chapters in a book-length work, if applicable. The Chicago
Manual of Style provides detailed guidelines on how to format these notes,
ensuring that all essential bibliographic data is included. Understanding the
distinction between the first note and subsequent notes for a source is
critical for efficient and accurate citation under this system. It also
allows for the inclusion of supplementary material or tangential thoughts
without cluttering the main body of the essay.

Formatting Journal Article Footnotes/Endnotes

When citing a journal article using the notes and bibliography system, the
footnote or endnote must contain specific elements in a precise order. The
general format for the first note of a journal article includes the author's
first name and last name, the title of the article in quotation marks, the
title of the journal in italics, the volume number, the issue number (often
preceded by "no."), the year of publication, and the page number(s) of the
article. For subsequent citations of the same journal article, a shortened
note format is used, typically including the author's last name, a shortened
title of the article, and the page number.

Here are some examples of how journal article citations appear in footnotes
or endnotes:

First Note Example:

1. Jane Doe, "The Impact of Digital Media on Political Discourse,"
Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 3 (2021): 123.

Subsequent Note Example:

2. Doe, "Digital Media," 130.

When citing a specific passage from the journal article, include the
page number of that passage in the note. For instance, if you are
quoting or paraphrasing a specific sentence on page 123, the note would
be "1. Doe, 'The Impact of Digital Media on Political Discourse,' 123."

If the journal is paginated continuously throughout a volume, the issue
number may be omitted. Always consult the specific journal's submission
guidelines or the latest edition of the CMOS for the most accurate
format.



Author-Date System: Core Principles

The author-date system, favored in many scientific and social science
disciplines, uses brief in-text citations that consist of the author's last
name and the year of publication, enclosed in parentheses. These
parenthetical citations appear directly within the text, immediately after
the relevant information or quotation. This system is designed for quick
verification of sources and is particularly useful when dealing with a large
volume of research where the chronological order or recency of information is
important. The full bibliographic details for each cited source are then
provided in a reference list at the end of the paper.

The primary advantage of the author-date system is its conciseness within the
narrative of the paper. Readers can immediately identify the author and
publication year of the cited work, allowing them to quickly locate the full
entry in the reference list. This method also facilitates easy integration of
new research, as the focus remains on the date of publication as a key
indicator of the source's relevance. The structure demands precision in the
parenthetical citations to ensure a seamless connection to the reference
list.

Formatting Journal Article Citations in the Text

In-text citations for journal articles using the author-date system are
straightforward. They typically include the author's last name followed by
the year of publication in parentheses. If the author's name is mentioned in
the sentence, only the year needs to be placed in parentheses. When direct
quotations are used, the page number must also be included. The Chicago
Manual of Style recommends including page numbers for paraphrased or
summarized material as well, for greater precision.

Here are examples of in-text citations for journal articles:

When the author is not mentioned in the sentence:

(Doe 2021)

When the author is mentioned in the sentence:

Doe (2021) argues that...

Including page numbers for direct quotations:

"The digital landscape has fundamentally altered communication patterns"
(Doe 2021, 125).

Or, if the author is mentioned in the sentence:

Doe (2021, 125) states, "The digital landscape has fundamentally altered
communication patterns."

It is important to ensure that every in-text citation corresponds directly to
an entry in the reference list. The author's last name and the year of
publication serve as the unique identifiers connecting the two parts of the
citation apparatus.



Crafting the Bibliography: General Principles

Whether using the notes and bibliography system or the author-date system, a
bibliography or reference list is a crucial component of any Chicago-style
paper. The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in
the text. It provides full bibliographic details, allowing readers to locate
and consult the original sources. The organization and formatting of the
bibliography are as important as the in-text citations or notes themselves,
ensuring clarity and completeness.

The bibliography should be titled "Bibliography" for the notes and
bibliography system and "References" for the author-date system. Entries are
typically alphabetized by the author's last name. If a source has no author,
it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. Different
types of sources—books, journal articles, websites, etc.—have specific
formatting requirements within the bibliography. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides detailed instructions for each category, ensuring uniformity and
accuracy across your compiled list of sources.

Journal Article Entries in the Bibliography

The format for journal article entries in the bibliography differs slightly
from the notes and bibliography system's first note, though it contains much
of the same information. For the author-date system's reference list, the
entry also includes the author's last name and first name, the year of
publication in parentheses, the title of the article in quotation marks, the
title of the journal in italics, the volume and issue numbers, and the page
range of the article. The key difference in presentation compared to the
first note is the placement of the publication year and the use of a comma to
separate the journal title from the volume and issue information.

Here is a standard format for a journal article entry in a Chicago-style
bibliography (used for both systems, but the accompanying in-text citations
differ):

Author's Last Name, Author's First Name. "Title of Article." Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Range.

Example:

Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Digital Media on Political Discourse." Journal
of Communication Studies 45, no. 3 (2021): 120–135.

If there are two authors, list them both, with the first author's name
inverted. For three or more authors, list the first author's name
followed by "et al." (and others).

Pay close attention to punctuation, especially the use of commas and
periods. The journal title should always be italicized, and the article
title should be enclosed in quotation marks.



Common Variations and Edge Cases

While the basic formats for journal articles are well-defined, the Chicago
Manual of Style anticipates numerous variations and edge cases that can arise
in scholarly research. These can include articles published online without
print counterparts, articles with DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers), special
issues of journals, and articles with no author or editor. For online journal
articles, including the DOI is now standard practice, and the format
typically includes the DOI as a stable link. When an article is only
available online and does not have a DOI, it is often recommended to include
the URL and the date of access.

Consider these variations:

Article with a DOI:

Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Digital Media on Political Discourse." Journal
of Communication Studies 45, no. 3 (2021): 120–135.
doi:10.1080/12345678.2021.1234567.

Article accessed online without a DOI (and without a clear print
equivalent):

Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Digital Media on Political Discourse." Journal
of Communication Studies 45, no. 3 (2021). Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.examplejournal.com/article123.

When citing a journal that has a consistent pagination throughout the
volume (meaning you don't need the issue number), the format might be
adjusted accordingly. However, it's always best to confirm the specific
journal's preferred style or the latest CMOS edition.

Navigating these nuances requires careful attention to detail and a
willingness to consult the authoritative style guide. The goal is always to
provide the clearest possible path for your reader to find the source
material.

Best Practices for CMOS Citations

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style for notes and bibliographies,
particularly concerning journal articles, demands diligence and a commitment
to accuracy. One of the most important best practices is consistency. Once
you have chosen a citation system (notes and bibliography or author-date),
stick with it throughout your entire document. Minor deviations can create
confusion for readers and reviewers, and can detract from the overall
professionalism of your work. Thoroughly proofread all citations and
bibliographic entries, checking for typos, missing information, and adherence
to the correct punctuation and formatting rules.

Furthermore, always consult the most recent edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style for the most up-to-date guidelines. Style rules can evolve, and older
editions may not reflect current academic conventions. If you are submitting
your work to a specific journal, publisher, or academic institution, always
check their specific style requirements, as they may have minor modifications
or preferences within the broader framework of CMOS. Utilizing citation



management software can also be helpful, but it's crucial to review the
output carefully to ensure it meets CMOS standards precisely.

Resources for Further Consultation

While this article provides a detailed overview of Chicago Manual of Style
notes bibliography examples for journal articles, the official guide remains
the definitive resource for all citation-related queries. The Chicago Manual
of Style, available in print and online, offers comprehensive explanations,
extensive examples, and answers to a vast array of stylistic questions. Many
universities and academic departments also provide style guides or workshops
specifically tailored to the Chicago Manual of Style, which can be invaluable
for students and researchers.

In addition to the official manual, reputable online resources can offer
supplementary guidance. Websites dedicated to academic writing and citation
often provide condensed guides and FAQs that can be helpful for quick
reference. However, for complex or unusual citation situations, always refer
back to the primary source, The Chicago Manual of Style, to ensure the
highest level of accuracy and adherence to scholarly standards. Effective
citation is a hallmark of rigorous academic research, and mastering the
intricacies of CMOS is a worthwhile endeavor for any scholar.

---

Q: What is the main difference between the Chicago
notes and bibliography system and the author-date
system for journal articles?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
notes and bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to provide
citation details, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text
citations consisting of the author's last name and the year of publication.
Both systems conclude with a comprehensive list of cited sources at the end
of the document.

Q: When formatting a journal article in a Chicago-
style bibliography, is the journal title italicized
or put in quotation marks?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, the title of a journal (the publication in
which the article appears) is always italicized. The title of the article
itself is enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: Do I need to include the issue number for a
journal article in my Chicago-style citation?
A: Generally, yes, you should include the issue number for a journal article
in Chicago style. It is typically formatted as "Volume, no. Issue." However,
some journals paginate continuously throughout an entire volume, in which
case the issue number might be omitted. Always check the specific journal's



style guidelines or the latest CMOS edition.

Q: What is a DOI, and how do I include it in my
Chicago-style journal article citation?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent, unique identifier for
electronic documents. When citing a journal article with a DOI, you include
it at the end of the citation, usually as a URL starting with "doi:". For
example: doi:10.1080/12345678.2021.1234567.

Q: How do I format subsequent citations of the same
journal article in the Chicago notes and bibliography
system?
A: For subsequent citations of the same journal article using the notes and
bibliography system, you use a shortened note format. This typically includes
the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title, and the
page number. For example: Doe, "Digital Media," 130.

Q: If I'm using the author-date system, what
information is included in the in-text citation for a
journal article?
A: In the author-date system, the in-text citation for a journal article
includes the author's last name and the year of publication enclosed in
parentheses, such as (Doe 2021). If you are quoting directly, you must also
include the page number: (Doe 2021, 125).

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and
a reference list in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, the term "Bibliography" is used with the notes and
bibliography system, encompassing all sources consulted, whether cited or
not. The term "References" is used with the author-date system, and it
typically includes only those sources that were cited in the text.

Q: How do I cite an online journal article that does
not have a DOI in Chicago style?
A: If an online journal article lacks a DOI and does not have a clear print
equivalent, you should include the URL and the date you accessed the article.
The format would generally be: Author, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume,
no. Issue (Year). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.
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