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Guide

chicago manual of style notes bibliography examples essay are fundamental for
academic integrity and scholarly communication, providing a standardized
framework for citing sources and acknowledging the intellectual contributions
of others. Mastering these citation styles ensures that your research is
credible, verifiable, and adheres to the rigorous standards expected in
academic writing. This article will delve deeply into the nuances of the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) notes-bibliography system, offering clear
explanations and practical examples for constructing both footnotes/endnotes
and the bibliography. We will explore the essential components of a citation,
common source types, and how to format them correctly, empowering you to
confidently integrate this essential academic skill into your essays and
research papers. Understanding these elements is crucial for avoiding
plagiarism and for allowing your readers to easily locate and engage with
your source material.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
Notes-Bibliography System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
author-date system and the notes-bibliography system. This guide focuses
exclusively on the notes-bibliography system, which is widely favored in the
humanities, including literature, history, and the arts. In this system,
sources are cited in two ways: through numbered footnotes or endnotes within
the text, and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This dual
approach provides readers with immediate access to source information at the
point of reference, while also offering a consolidated list for further
consultation.



The primary purpose of the notes-bibliography system is to attribute all
borrowed material – whether it be direct quotes, paraphrased ideas, or
summarized information – to its original source. This not only avoids
plagiarism but also lends authority and credibility to your own arguments by
demonstrating that they are grounded in scholarly research. The system's
flexibility allows for detailed explanations and commentary in the notes
without interrupting the flow of the main text, a feature particularly
valuable in analytical and interpretive writing.

Core Components of a Chicago Style Citation

Regardless of whether you are creating a footnote, endnote, or bibliography
entry, certain core pieces of information are almost always required to
accurately identify a source. These elements act as the building blocks for
any citation, ensuring that a reader can locate the original material. While
the order and punctuation may vary slightly between notes and bibliography
entries, the fundamental data remains consistent.

Author(s) or Editor(s): The name of the person or people responsible for
creating the work.

Title of Source: The full title of the book, article, website, or other
work being cited.

Title of Container: For shorter works within a larger whole (like an
article in a journal or a chapter in an edited book), this refers to the
title of the larger publication.

Other Contributors: Editors, translators, illustrators, etc., if
relevant.

Edition: If it's not the first edition of a book.

Volume Number: For multi-volume works or specific journal volumes.

Publisher: The company responsible for publishing the work.

Date of Publication: The year the work was published.

Location of Publication: The city where the publisher is located (for
books).

Page Numbers: The specific page(s) where the information was found.

DOI or URL: A persistent identifier or web address for online sources.



Formatting Notes (Footnotes and Endnotes)

In the notes-bibliography system, numbered notes appear either at the bottom
of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes). Each note
is assigned a number that corresponds to a citation marker in the main text.
The first time a source is cited, the note provides full bibliographic
information. Subsequent citations of the same source use a shortened form to
avoid repetition.

First Citation of a Source

The initial note for a source is comprehensive, aiming to provide all
necessary details for identification. The order of elements is typically
author's first name first, followed by the title, publication details, and
then the specific page number(s) being referenced. Punctuation plays a
critical role in distinguishing different components of the citation.

Example (Book):

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans.
Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 17.

Example (Journal Article):

2. Judith Butler, "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: Thoughts on de
Beauvoir and de Man," Theatre Journal 40, no. 4 (1988): 521.

Subsequent Citations of a Source

Once a source has been fully cited, subsequent references to it are
abbreviated. This streamlines the notes section and makes it easier to read.
The shortened citation typically includes the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (if necessary, especially if multiple works by the same
author are used), and the specific page number.

Example (Book):

3. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 55.

Example (Journal Article):

4. Butler, "Performative Acts," 525.



Using "Ibid."

The Latin abbreviation "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place") is used to refer
to the immediately preceding citation. If the page number is the same, simply
"Ibid." is sufficient. If the page number differs, it is followed by the new
page number.

Example:

5. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 62.

6. Ibid.

7. Ibid., 65.

Common Source Types and Their Notes-
Bibliography Examples

The Chicago Manual of Style accommodates a vast array of source materials.
Accurately citing each type requires attention to specific formatting
conventions. Below are examples for some of the most frequently encountered
sources in academic writing.

Books

Books are a staple of academic research. The full citation includes author,
title, publisher, publication year, and the specific page(s) cited.

Example (Book):

8. Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage Books, 1979), 34.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles involves including the author, article title, journal
title, volume and issue numbers, publication year, and page numbers.

Example (Journal Article):

9. bell hooks, "Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center," Feminist Review, no.
1 (1979): 12.



Websites and Online Articles

Online sources require specific attention to how they are accessed. Including
the URL and date of access is crucial for online materials that may change or
disappear.

Example (Website/Online Article):

10. "The History of the Gutenberg Bible," The Morgan Library & Museum,
accessed April 15, 2023,
https://www.themorgan.org/manuscripts/gutenberg-bible.

Book Chapters in Edited Volumes

When citing a chapter written by someone other than the editor of the
collection, you must cite both the chapter author and the editor(s) of the
larger work.

Example (Chapter in Edited Volume):

11. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, "Can the Subaltern Speak?," in Can the
Subaltern Speak?: Postcolonial Theory and Indian Feminism, ed. Rovinka D.
Starke (New York: Columbia University Press, 2002), 30.

Formatting the Bibliography

The bibliography is an alphabetized list of all sources consulted and cited
in your work. Unlike notes, it provides complete bibliographic details for
each entry. The primary purpose is to allow readers to easily find and verify
the sources you have used. The bibliography is typically placed at the end of
the document, after the main text and any appendices.

Essential Elements of a Bibliography Entry

While the specific details vary by source type, most bibliography entries
share a common structure and aim to provide a complete picture of the source.
The order of elements is consistent, and punctuation is specific to the CMOS
guidelines.

Author's Last Name, First Name.

Title of Source.



Title of Container (if applicable).

Other Contributors (if applicable).

Edition (if applicable).

Volume Number (if applicable).

Publisher.

Date of Publication.

Page Numbers (for specific parts like chapters or articles).

DOI or URL (for online sources).

A key difference from notes is that author names in the bibliography are
listed with the last name first, and the publisher information often precedes
the date of publication.

Common Source Types and Their Bibliography
Examples

The bibliography is where you present the full, unadorned bibliographic
information for every source cited. Accuracy and consistency are paramount.
Here are examples for common source types:

Books

For books, the entry includes the author's full name, the book's title
(italicized), the publisher, and the year of publication.

Example (Book):

Said, Edward. Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books, 1979.

Journal Articles

Journal article entries list the author, article title (in quotation marks),
journal title (italicized), volume and issue number, year, and the page range
of the article.



Example (Journal Article):

hooks, bell. "Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center." Feminist Review, no. 1
(1979): 10-27.

Websites and Online Articles

Online resources require careful citation. The author, title, website name,
access date, and the direct URL are essential.

Example (Website/Online Article):

The Morgan Library & Museum. "The History of the Gutenberg Bible." Accessed
April 15, 2023. https://www.themorgan.org/manuscripts/gutenberg-bible.

Book Chapters in Edited Volumes

For chapters in edited books, list the chapter author, chapter title,
followed by "in," the editor(s), the title of the book, and then publication
details.

Example (Chapter in Edited Volume):

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. "Can the Subaltern Speak?." In Can the Subaltern
Speak?: Postcolonial Theory and Indian Feminism, edited by Rovinka D. Starke,
11-41. New York: Columbia University Press, 2002.

Advanced Citation Considerations

Beyond the basic source types, the Chicago Manual of Style addresses a
multitude of less common but equally important source materials. These can
include government documents, dissertations, interviews, films, and artworks,
each with its own specific formatting requirements.

For instance, citing a government report would typically involve the issuing
agency as the author, the title of the report, report numbers, and
publication details. A dissertation or thesis would include the author,
title, type of document (e.g., PhD dissertation), institution, and year.
Interviews require careful consideration of whether they were published or
conducted personally, noting the interviewee, interviewer, date, and context.

When encountering unique source materials, it is always advisable to consult
the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or a reliable online
resource that adheres strictly to its guidelines. Precision in citing all



types of sources is crucial for maintaining academic rigor and for ensuring
the clarity and verifiability of your research.

Strategies for Consistent Citation

Maintaining consistency in citation is as vital as understanding the rules
themselves. Inconsistent formatting can undermine the credibility of your
work, even if individual citations are technically correct. Developing a
systematic approach can help prevent errors and ensure a polished final
product.

Use Citation Management Software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can automate much of the citation process, helping to maintain
consistency and accuracy.

Create a Style Sheet: For longer projects, consider creating a personal
style sheet that outlines specific formatting choices, especially for
less common source types or recurring elements.

Proofread Meticulously: Always proofread your notes and bibliography
carefully. Look for consistent punctuation, capitalization, and the
correct order of information.

Consult the Manual Regularly: Keep a copy of The Chicago Manual of Style
(or its online equivalent) handy and refer to it whenever you are unsure
about a particular citation format.

Understand the Underlying Logic: Instead of just memorizing examples,
try to understand why certain elements are included and ordered in a
particular way. This will help you adapt to new source types.

By implementing these strategies, you can significantly improve the accuracy
and consistency of your Chicago style citations, ensuring that your academic
work is both well-researched and professionally presented. This attention to
detail reflects a commitment to scholarly standards and enhances the overall
impact of your writing.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between footnotes and



endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style notes-
bibliography system?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the citation marker is located in the text, while
endnotes are collected at the end of the document, usually on a separate
page. Both serve the same function of providing source attribution.

Q: How do I cite a source if I have multiple works
by the same author?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author in subsequent notes, you
should include a shortened title to distinguish between them. For example, if
you have cited Foucault's Discipline and Punish and The Archaeology of
Knowledge, a subsequent note might be "Foucault, Archaeology, 78." The
bibliography lists works alphabetically by title after the author's last
name.

Q: What is the correct way to format a URL in a
Chicago style bibliography entry?
A: In a Chicago style bibliography entry for an online source, the URL is
typically placed at the end of the citation, preceded by "Accessed [Date of
Access]." For example: https://www.example.com/article. The date of access is
important because online content can change or be removed.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location for
online sources in Chicago style?
A: No, the publisher's location is generally not required for online sources
in the Chicago Manual of Style notes-bibliography system. The focus is on
providing a stable identifier like a DOI or a URL and the date of access.

Q: How do I cite a reprinted book or an older
edition in Chicago style?
A: When citing a reprinted book or an older edition, you should generally
cite the edition you used. In the notes, include the original publication
year in parentheses after the title or publisher information. In the
bibliography, the entry usually focuses on the edition you consulted, but you
can note the original publication year if it's relevant. For example: Smith,
John. The History of Science. 2nd ed. (Original publication 1950). City:
Publisher, 2020.



Q: What is the rule for using italics or quotation
marks for titles in Chicago style notes?
A: In Chicago style notes, titles of standalone works like books and journals
are italicized, while titles of shorter works like articles, chapters, and
essays are enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction is crucial for clear
and accurate citation.

Q: Is there a difference in how I format page
numbers in notes versus the bibliography?
A: Yes, there is a difference. In notes, you cite the specific page number(s)
where you found the information (e.g., p. 45 or pp. 45–47). In the
bibliography, you typically provide the full page range of the article or
chapter (e.g., 40–65), not just the pages you referenced in your text.
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