chicago manual of style notes
bibliography citation examples

Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Notes and Bibliography: Citation Examples
for Academic Success

chicago manual of style notes bibliography citation examples are fundamental
for academic writers seeking to maintain integrity and credibility in their
research. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of citing
sources according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offering clear,
detailed examples for both the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system. Understanding these citation conventions is crucial for avoiding
plagiarism, allowing readers to locate your sources, and showcasing the
breadth of your research. We will explore how to format footnotes, endnotes,
and the bibliography itself, covering a wide array of source types, from
books and journal articles to websites and multimedia. Mastering these
citation practices will significantly enhance the clarity and professionalism
of your academic work, making your arguments more persuasive and your
research more accessible.
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Understanding the Notes-Bibliography System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. The notes-bibliography
system, which is the focus of this article, uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes within the text to refer to sources, followed by a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the work. This system is prevalent in the
humanities, including literature, history, and the arts. It allows for
detailed parenthetical information within the notes without disrupting the
flow of the main text. The bibliography then provides a complete list of all
sources cited in the notes, offering a thorough record for the reader.



The core principle behind the notes-bibliography system is to provide readers
with immediate access to source information through superscript numbers in
the text. These numbers correspond directly to either footnotes at the bottom
of the page or endnotes collected at the end of the document. This method
allows for a more nuanced presentation of source material, enabling authors
to include explanatory notes or tangential information alongside the citation
itself.

Basic Citation Elements in CMOS

Regardless of the source type, certain fundamental elements are consistently
required in Chicago style citations. These elements help readers identify and
locate the original material. Key components typically include the author's
name, the title of the work, publication information (such as publisher and
date), and for online sources, the URL or DOI. Understanding these building
blocks is the first step toward mastering Chicago style.

The order and formatting of these elements vary depending on whether you are
creating a note or a bibliography entry, and on the specific type of source.
However, the author’s name is usually inverted in bibliography entries (Last
Name, First Name) but presented in normal order in notes (First Name Last
Name). Titles of books and journals are italicized, while titles of articles
or chapters are placed in quotation marks. Publication details are crucial
for identifying specific editions and print runs.

Author Names

Proper formatting of author names is a critical aspect of CMOS. For
bibliography entries, authors are listed with their last name first, followed
by their first name. If multiple authors are involved, the first author's
name is inverted, and subsequent authors' names are presented in normal
order. In notes, all author names are typically presented in normal order.

Titles of Works

The capitalization and punctuation of titles follow specific CMOS rules.
Major works such as books, journals, and edited collections are italicized.
Shorter works that are part of larger compilations, like articles within a
journal or chapters within a book, are enclosed in quotation marks. This
distinction helps readers quickly differentiate between the container and the
content.



Publication Information

This includes details like the place of publication, publisher’s name, and
the year of publication. For books, this information is essential for
identifying the specific edition used. For articles, it typically includes
the journal title, volume, issue number, and page range. For online
resources, it might involve the website name, publication date, and access
date.

Footnotes and Endnotes: In-Text Citations

In the notes-bibliography system, superscript numbers placed within the text

signal a citation. These numbers correspond to either footnotes, which appear
at the bottom of the page where the reference occurs, or endnotes, which are

compiled at the end of the document. Both serve the same purpose: to provide

the reader with the source of the information and to allow for supplementary

commentary.

The first time a source is cited, a full citation is typically provided in
the note. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened to a
briefer form, usually including the author's last name, a shortened title (if
necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the page
number(s). This conciseness streamlines the reading experience while still
directing the reader to the full bibliographic entry.

Formatting Notes

Notes require specific formatting that differs slightly from bibliography
entries. While author names appear in normal order in notes, titles of books
and journals are italicized, and titles of articles or chapters are in
quotation marks, similar to the bibliography. However, the order of elements
and punctuation can vary. Page numbers are generally preceded by "p." for a
single page or "pp." for multiple pages.

First Reference Note

The initial note for a source provides complete bibliographic information.
For example, a book would typically be cited as:

e 1. First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number(s).



Subsequent Reference Notes

For any subsequent mentions of the same source, a shortened note is used:

e 2. Last Name, Shortened Title, page number(s).

e If only one work by an author is cited, the title can be omitted in
subsequent notes: Last Name, page number(s).

Creating Your Bibliography

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in your
notes, presented at the end of your paper. It serves as a comprehensive
reference guide for your readers, allowing them to consult the original
materials. The bibliography entries are typically formatted more elaborately
than the shortened notes, providing all necessary information for locating
the source.

Each entry in the bibliography corresponds to a note, but the formatting is
standardized and alphabetized by the author's last name. This alphabetical
arrangement makes it easy for readers to find specific sources without having
to refer back to the notes. The bibliography is an indispensable component of
any academic work using the notes-bibliography system.

Bibliography Entry Format

Bibliography entries are generally longer than notes, as they aim to provide
all essential publication details. The primary difference in formatting is
the inversion of the author's last name for the first author listed, and the
use of periods to separate major bibliographic elements. All entries are
alphabetized.

Alphabetical Order

Arranging your bibliography alphabetically by the author’s last name (or by
title if no author is listed) is a fundamental rule. This ensures that
readers can quickly locate specific sources. If you have multiple works by
the same author, they are sub-alphabetized by title.



Common Source Types and Their Chicago Citation
Examples

Applying the Chicago Manual of Style consistently across various source types
is crucial. The following examples demonstrate how to cite common academic
materials using the notes-bibliography system. Remember that these are
general guidelines, and consulting the latest edition of the CMOS for
specific nuances is always recommended.

Books

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic research. Whether it's a single-
author monograph, an edited volume, or a translated work, Chicago style
provides clear instructions.

Single-Author Book

e Note: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Ancient Civilizations (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2020), 45.

e Bibliography: Doe, Jane. The History of Ancient Civilizations. New York:
Oxford University Press, 2020.

Edited Book

e Note: 2. John Smith, ed., Readings in Modern Philosophy (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2019), 112.

e Bibliography: Smith, John, ed. Readings in Modern Philosophy. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2019.

Book with Two or Three Authors

e Note: 3. Alice Brown and Bob White, The Science of Everything (London:
Penguin Books, 2021), 78.

e Bibliography: Brown, Alice, and Bob White. The Science of Everything.
London: Penguin Books, 2021.



Book with More Than Three Authors

e Note: 4. Charles Green et al., Introduction to Quantum Mechanics
(Boston: MIT Press, 2018), 201.

e Bibliography: Green, Charles, David Black, Emily Blue, and Frank Gray.
Introduction to Quantum Mechanics. Boston: MIT Press, 2018.

Journal Articles

Academic journals are primary sources for scholarly research. Proper citation
ensures that readers can access the original research.

Journal Article with DOI

e Note: 5. Emily Davis, "The Impact of Social Media on Political
Discourse," Journal of Communication Studies 25, no. 3 (2022): 150,
doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.1234567.

e Bibliography: Davis, Emily. "The Impact of Social Media on Political
Discourse." Journal of Communication Studies 25, no. 3 (2022): 145-160.
doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.1234567.

Journal Article Without DOI (Online)

e Note: 6. Robert Lee, "Urban Planning and Sustainable Development," City
and Community 18, no. 1 (2019): 30, accessed January 15, 2023,
http://www.cityandcommunity.org/leel8.1.

e Bibliography: Lee, Robert. "Urban Planning and Sustainable Development."

City and Community 18, no. 1 (2019): 25-40. Accessed January 15, 2023.
http://www.cityandcommunity.org/leel8.1.

Websites and Online Sources

The internet is a vast repository of information, and citing online sources
requires careful attention to detail, including access dates and URLs.



Website Page

e Note: 7. "About Us," National Geographic Society, accessed January 20,
2023, https://www.nationalgeographic.org/about/.

e Bibliography: "About Us." National Geographic Society. Accessed January
20, 2023. https://www.nationalgeographic.org/about/.

Online News Article

e Note: 8. Sarah Miller, "New Discoveries in Astronomy," The New York
Times, November 10, 2022,

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/10/science/astronomy-discoveries.html.
e Bibliography: Miller, Sarah. "New Discoveries in Astronomy." The New

York Times, November 10, 2022.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/10/science/astronomy-discoveries.html.

Other Common Sources

Beyond books and articles, various other materials require specific citation
formats.

Chapter in an Edited Book

e Note: 9. David Kim, "The Renaissance in Italy," in A Survey of European
History, ed. Maria Garcia (New York: Bloomsbury Academic, 2021), 155.

e Bibliography: Kim, David. "The Renaissance in Italy." In A Survey of
European History, edited by Maria Garcia, 150-170. New York: Bloomsbury
Academic, 2021.

Dissertation or Thesis

e Note: 10. Emily Chen, "The Economic Impact of Renewable Energy Policies"
(PhD diss., Harvard University, 2019), 88.

e Bibliography: Chen, Emily. "The Economic Impact of Renewable Energy
Policies." PhD diss., Harvard University, 2019.



The Author-Date System (Brief Overview)

While this article focuses on the notes-bibliography system, it’s important
to acknowledge the author-date system within Chicago style. This system uses
parenthetical in-text citations of the author’s last name and the year of
publication, with a corresponding reference list at the end. It is more
common in the sciences and social sciences. For example, an in-text citation
might appear as (Smith 2019, 45), and the reference list would provide full
details for each source.

The choice between the notes-bibliography and author-date system often
depends on the conventions of a particular academic discipline or the
requirements of a specific publisher or journal. Both systems aim to provide
accurate and accessible source attribution, but they achieve this through
different formatting conventions.

Consistency is Key

Ultimately, the most critical aspect of using the Chicago Manual of Style,
whether for notes or bibliography citations, is consistency. Adhering
strictly to the chosen system throughout your entire document ensures a
professional presentation and avoids confusion for your readers. Irregular
formatting can detract from the credibility of your work.

Regularly consulting the Chicago Manual of Style, particularly the latest
edition, will help you navigate complex citation scenarios and ensure
accuracy. Practicing these citation examples will build your confidence and
proficiency in producing well-referenced academic work that meets the highest
scholarly standards. Paying close attention to the details of each citation
example will ultimately lead to stronger, more reliable research outputs.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes
and endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style notes-
bibliography system?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement within the document.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the corresponding
superscript number is located in the text, while endnotes are compiled
together at the end of the document, before the bibliography. Both serve the
same function of providing citation information.



Q: When should I use a shortened note versus a full
note in the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: A full note is used for the first citation of a particular source in your
document. Subsequent citations of the same source can use a shortened note,
which typically includes the author’s last name, a shortened title of the
work (if necessary), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if it
doesn't have a publication date?

A: If a website lacks a publication or copyright date, you should use the
access date. The format in the note would typically be accessed [Month Day,
Year], and in the bibliography, it would be Accessed [Month Day, Year].

Q: What 1is the correct way to format multiple
authors in a Chicago-style bibliography entry?

A: For two or three authors, list all their names, inverting the first
author's name (Last Name, First Name) and listing subsequent authors in
normal order (First Name Last Name). For four or more authors, list the first
author's name followed by "et al." in both notes and bibliography entries.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in Chicago-
style notes for every type of source?

A: Page numbers are generally required for sources where specific information
can be located on a particular page, such as books and journal articles. For
sources like websites, where information is not typically tied to a specific
page number, you would omit them and provide the URL instead.

Q: How do I handle citing a work that has been
translated into English?

A: When citing a translated work, you should include the original author's
name, the title of the translated work, the translator's name(s), the
publication information for the translation, and the original publication
date if known and relevant. For example: First Name Last Name, Title of Book,
trans. Translator First Name Last Name (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), Original Publication Year.

Q: What is the significance of the DOI in Chicago-



style journal article citations?

A: The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent identifier for
electronic documents. Including it in your citation provides a stable and
direct link to the online article, ensuring that readers can easily locate it
even if the URL changes. It is considered more reliable than a URL.
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