
chicago manual of style legal citation
methodology
chicago manual of style legal citation methodology is a critical component for academics,
legal scholars, and writers navigating the complexities of legal documentation. This
comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of how The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
approaches legal citations, offering clarity for those who need to adhere to its specific
standards. We will explore the foundational principles of CMOS citation, differentiating it
from other legal citation styles, and examining its application to various legal sources.
Furthermore, this article will provide detailed insights into citing statutes, cases,
administrative materials, and secondary legal sources within the CMOS framework.
Understanding these methodologies ensures accuracy, credibility, and adherence to
established academic and professional conventions.
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Introduction to Chicago Manual of Style Legal
Citation
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers a robust and detailed system for citation, and
while it is not the primary style guide for legal writing in the United States (that role
typically falls to The Bluebook), it provides a viable and often preferred methodology for
scholars and institutions that choose to adopt its comprehensive approach. For those
engaging with legal scholarship outside of traditional law reviews, or for interdisciplinary
work that intersects with legal topics, understanding CMOS legal citation methodology is
paramount.

This guide will unpack the core tenets of CMOS as they apply to legal citations, highlighting
the distinctions that set it apart from more prevalent legal citation manuals. We will explore
the systematic approach to citing primary legal documents, such as statutes and court
decisions, as well as secondary legal scholarship. The aim is to equip writers with the
knowledge necessary to accurately and effectively integrate legal sources into their work,
adhering to the rigorous standards of The Chicago Manual of Style.



Core Principles of CMOS Legal Citation
At its heart, The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity, consistency, and user-
friendliness in its citation system. Unlike some other styles that can be rigidly prescriptive,
CMOS offers a degree of flexibility, encouraging writers to choose between two primary
systems: the notes and bibliography system, and the author-date system. For legal citation
methodology within CMOS, the notes and bibliography system is generally more applicable,
mirroring the detailed approach often required in legal scholarship.

Key to CMOS is the concept of “authoritative citation,” meaning that the citation should be
clear enough for a reader to locate the original source with ease. This principle underpins
the structure and content of every citation. While CMOS acknowledges the existence and
prevalence of The Bluebook, it provides its own distinct framework for incorporating legal
materials, ensuring that writers have a comprehensive guide for their specific needs,
particularly in academic settings where CMOS is widely adopted.

Differentiating CMOS from Other Legal Citation
Styles
The most significant difference between CMOS and other legal citation styles, primarily The
Bluebook, lies in their scope and primary audience. The Bluebook is a specialized guide
developed by and for legal professionals and students, covering an exhaustive range of
legal source types and citation permutations. CMOS, on the other hand, is a comprehensive
style guide for a broader range of academic and professional writing, with a dedicated
section for legal citation that adapts its general principles.

While The Bluebook is often mandatory in law schools and for publication in law reviews,
CMOS may be chosen for its integrated approach to handling both legal and non-legal
sources within a single manuscript. This can simplify the citation process for authors
working on interdisciplinary projects. CMOS also tends to favor a more descriptive approach
in its notes, providing fuller information upon first reference, which can enhance reader
comprehension.

Citing Primary Legal Sources in CMOS
Primary legal sources are the foundational documents of the legal system, including
statutes enacted by legislatures, judicial opinions from courts, and regulations issued by
administrative agencies. The Chicago Manual of Style provides clear guidelines for citing
these crucial materials, ensuring their proper identification and accessibility for readers.

Citing Statutes
When citing statutes, CMOS requires essential information to pinpoint the exact provision
being referenced. This typically includes the name of the act, its codified chapter or section
number, and the year of its enactment or most recent amendment. The specific
abbreviation for the statutory code is also crucial, often standardized within the chosen
jurisdiction.



For example, a federal statute might be cited to the United States Code (U.S.C.). CMOS
encourages providing the full official title and section number upon first reference.
Subsequent citations can be shortened if context is clear, following the established
principles of the notes and bibliography system.

Full Name of the Act

Codified Section or Chapter Number

Jurisdiction (e.g., U.S.C., Cal. Civ. Code)

Year of Publication or Enactment

Citing Case Law
Citing court decisions, or case law, is a cornerstone of legal research and writing. CMOS
requires specific elements to identify a case, including the names of the parties, the volume
and page number where the case is reported in an official reporter, and the court and year
of the decision. The use of standard abbreviations for case reporters is also a key aspect.

The format for case citations in CMOS emphasizes clarity. For instance, a U.S. Supreme
Court case would include the reporter volume, reporter abbreviation, and page number,
followed by the court and year in parentheses. Shorthand citations, such as "id." or "supra,"
are permissible after the initial full citation, following CMOS conventions.

Citing Administrative Materials
Administrative materials, such as regulations, rules, and decisions issued by government
agencies, also require precise citation. CMOS dictates that these citations include the name
of the agency, the relevant section or rule number, and the publication in which it appears,
such as the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) or the Federal Register.

The specific formatting will depend on whether the material is a codified rule or an item
published in a procedural register. Accuracy in identifying the issuing agency and the
publication’s designation is essential for readers to locate the precise administrative
provision.

Citing Secondary Legal Sources in CMOS
Secondary legal sources offer analysis and commentary on primary legal materials. These
include law review articles, books, treatises, and other scholarly works. CMOS provides a
structured approach to citing these sources, ensuring that their contribution to the legal
discourse is properly attributed.



Citing Law Review Articles and Scholarly Journals
When citing articles from law reviews or other academic journals, CMOS requires the
author’s name, the title of the article, the journal’s name, the volume number, the page
number of the article’s beginning, and the specific page or pages being cited. The journal
name is often presented in a standard or italicized form, depending on the overall style of
the manuscript.

For example, a typical footnote citation would include the author's full name, the article title
in quotation marks, the journal name, volume, and page numbers. This provides readers
with all the necessary information to find the article and verify the cited material.

Citing Books and Treatises
Books and legal treatises are integral to legal scholarship. CMOS citations for books include
the author’s name, the full title of the book, the publication information (city, publisher,
year), and the specific page numbers being referenced. If a book has been edited rather
than authored, the editor’s name is used in place of or in addition to the author’s.

When citing a multi-volume treatise or a work with frequent updates, CMOS encourages
noting the edition or supplement year to ensure accuracy, especially if legal principles have
evolved since the original publication.

Footnote and Bibliography Conventions
The Chicago Manual of Style primarily utilizes a notes and bibliography system for citation.
This involves placing numbered notes in the text that correspond to detailed entries in
either footnotes or endnotes, and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work that
lists all sources cited.

Creating Footnotes
Footnotes in CMOS are designed to provide the full citation information for a source upon its
first mention. Subsequent references to the same source can be shortened, typically using
a “short-title” format or "id." when referring to the immediately preceding citation. Each
footnote is numbered sequentially, corresponding to the superscript number in the text.

The detailed information required in a footnote ensures that readers have immediate
access to the source material. This often includes author, title, publication details, and
specific page numbers. The goal is to allow a reader to easily verify the information without
needing to constantly cross-reference a separate bibliography.

Compiling a Bibliography
The bibliography, or reference list, is an alphabetical listing of all the sources consulted and
cited in the text. Unlike a simple list of works consulted, a bibliography typically includes all
sources that have been formally cited. The format for bibliography entries is similar to that



of the first footnote citation, but often omits specific page numbers unless a range is being
emphasized.

Entries in the bibliography are arranged alphabetically by the author’s last name. For legal
sources, specific conventions apply, such as how to alphabetize cases or statutes, ensuring
a logical and consistent order that aids in source retrieval.

Best Practices for CMOS Legal Citation
Adhering to The Chicago Manual of Style for legal citation methodology requires attention
to detail and a commitment to consistency. It is crucial to familiarize oneself with the latest
edition of CMOS, as citation practices can evolve. When in doubt, consulting the manual
directly is always the most reliable approach.

Consistency is key. Whether you are citing statutes, cases, or secondary materials, apply
the same formatting rules throughout your document. For interdisciplinary work, carefully
consider how to integrate legal citations within the broader context of your chosen CMOS
system. Utilizing style guides or templates that are specifically designed for CMOS legal
citation can also be a valuable resource.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of the Chicago Manual
of Style legal citation methodology?
A: The primary purpose of the Chicago Manual of Style legal citation methodology is to
provide a clear, consistent, and comprehensive system for citing legal sources in academic
and scholarly works, ensuring that readers can easily locate and verify the referenced
material.

Q: How does CMOS legal citation differ from The
Bluebook?
A: CMOS legal citation differs from The Bluebook primarily in its origin and scope; The
Bluebook is a specialized legal citation guide for law reviews and legal professionals, while
CMOS is a broader academic style guide that includes a section adapted for legal citation,
often preferred for interdisciplinary work.

Q: Is the notes and bibliography system the only option
for legal citation in CMOS?
A: While the notes and bibliography system is generally more suitable and common for
legal citation methodology within CMOS, the manual also offers an author-date system,
though its application to comprehensive legal sources might be less frequent.



Q: What are the essential components for citing
statutes in CMOS?
A: Essential components for citing statutes in CMOS include the full name of the act, its
codified section or chapter number, the relevant jurisdiction (e.g., U.S.C.), and the year of
publication or enactment.

Q: How should case law be cited according to CMOS
legal citation methodology?
A: Case law in CMOS should be cited with the names of the parties, the volume and page
number of the reporter, and the court and year of the decision, often using standard
abbreviations for case reporters.

Q: What information is necessary when citing
administrative materials using CMOS?
A: When citing administrative materials using CMOS, one must include the name of the
issuing agency, the relevant section or rule number, and the publication where it appears,
such as the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) or the Federal Register.

Q: What is the role of footnotes in the CMOS legal
citation system?
A: Footnotes in the CMOS legal citation system are used to provide detailed citation
information for sources upon their first mention in the text, with subsequent references
typically being shortened.

Q: What is the purpose of a bibliography in CMOS legal
citation?
A: The purpose of a bibliography in CMOS legal citation is to provide an alphabetical list of
all the sources that have been cited in the text, allowing readers to easily find and consult
the referenced works.
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