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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Legal Citation Examples for Bibliographies

chicago manual of style legal citation examples for bibliographies are crucial for anyone navigating the
complex world of legal scholarship and academic writing. Whether you are a law student, a legal scholar,
or a researcher in a related field, understanding how to properly format legal sources in your bibliography
according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is essential for academic integrity and clarity. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of CMOS legal citation for bibliographies, covering
various source types and offering clear, actionable examples. We will explore the fundamental principles of
CMOS bibliography formatting, distinguish between different types of legal materials, and provide specific
guidance on citing statutes, cases, treaties, and secondary legal sources. Mastering these examples ensures
your work is not only compliant but also presents a polished and credible academic appearance.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style's Approach to Legal
Bibliographies

The Chicago Manual of Style, renowned for its flexibility and comprehensive coverage, offers distinct
guidelines for legal citation, primarily through its dedicated legal citation system, which is often considered
complementary to its general note and bibliography system. When it comes to bibliographies, the CMOS
aims for consistency and clarity, allowing readers to easily locate the sources that inform your research.
Legal citation within CMOS, particularly for bibliographies, prioritizes the identification of the legal source
itself, often emphasizing details that would be crucial for legal professionals to find the exact text. Unlike
some other style guides, CMOS often allows for a degree of adaptation, especially when dealing with
specialized legal materials not explicitly covered. The emphasis is always on providing sufficient
information for retrieval.



Core Principles of Legal Citation in CMOS Bibliographies

The fundamental principles of legal citation in CMOS bibliographies revolve around providing the reader
with enough information to identify and locate the source precisely. This involves a structured approach to
presenting details like author, title, publication information, and specific identifiers. For legal sources, this
often means including case names, volume and page numbers of reporters, statutory codes, and dates of
enactment or decision. The goal is to create a consistent and unambiguous record of all sources consulted.

Authoritative Identification

The primary principle is ensuring that each source is clearly and authoritatively identified. For legal
documents, this means using the official or most widely recognized name of the statute, case, or treaty. In a
bibliography, the author might be an individual, a government body, or the title itself if no specific author
is readily apparent.

Completeness and Conciseness

CMOS bibliographies strive for completeness without being overly verbose. Every essential piece of
information needed for retrieval should be present. However, redundant information that does not aid in
identification or location should be omitted. This balance is key to creating an effective bibliography.

Consistency

Above all, consistency in the application of citation rules is paramount. Once you establish a particular
format for citing a specific type of legal source, you must adhere to it throughout your entire bibliography.
This applies to the order of elements, punctuation, and the use of abbreviations.

Citing Statutes in CMOS Bibliographies

Citing statutes in a CMOS bibliography requires attention to detail regarding the specific jurisdiction, code,
and section number. The process generally involves identifying the name of the statute or the code it is
found within, followed by the relevant section. For federal statutes, the United States Code (U.S.C.) is the
primary reference. For state statutes, the corresponding state code is used.



Federal Statutes

When citing federal statutes in a bibliography, you'll typically include the popular name of the act, if
applicable, followed by the abbreviation for the United States Code, the volume number, and the specific
section.

Example: Civil Rights Act of 1964. 42 U.S.C. § 1983 (2018).

Example: Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Pub. L. No. 101-336, 104 Stat. 327 (1990).

State Statutes

Citing state statutes follows a similar pattern, but you will use the abbreviation for the relevant state's
codified laws.

Example: California Penal Code § 242 (West 2020).

Example: New York General Business Law § 349 (McKinney 2021).

It is important to note that abbreviations for state codes can vary, so consulting a reputable legal citation
guide or the specific state's legislative resources is advisable.

Citing Judicial Opinions (Cases) in CMOS Bibliographies

Citing judicial opinions, or cases, in a CMOS bibliography requires providing the case name, the reporter
where the opinion can be found, and the specific page number where the opinion begins, along with the
year of decision. The case name should be italicized.

Federal Cases

For federal court decisions, you will cite to the official reporters or the commonly used West regional
reporters.



Example: Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803).

Example: Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954).

State Cases

Citing state cases follows the same principle, using the appropriate reporter for that state's highest courts.

Example: Palsgraf v. Long Island R.R. Co., 248 N.Y. 339 (1928).

Example: Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973).

The parenthetical information typically includes the court and year of decision. For specialized courts or
lower federal courts, specific reporter abbreviations will be used.

Citing Treaties and International Agreements in CMOS
Bibliographies

Citing treaties and international agreements in a CMOS bibliography involves identifying the agreement
by its common name, its official citation, and any relevant treaty series or collection. The key is to provide
enough information for the reader to access the official text.

Example: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Mar. 21, 1994, 1771 U.N.T.S.
107.

Example: Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, Aug. 12, 1949, 6 U.S.T.
3316, 75 U.N.T.S. 135.

When citing international agreements, accuracy in names, dates, and treaty series numbers is critical.



Citing Secondary Legal Sources in CMOS Bibliographies

Secondary legal sources, such as law review articles, books, and encyclopedias, are also frequently cited in
legal scholarship. Their citation in a CMOS bibliography generally follows the standard CMOS guidelines
for books and articles but with specific considerations for legal journals and treatises.

Law Review Articles

For law review articles, you will need the author's name, the title of the article, the name of the journal,
the volume number, the year of publication, and the page number.

Example: Solum, Lawrence B. "Originalism as a Theory of Precedent." Georgetown Law Journal 88,
no. 4 (2000): 711–764.

Example: Calabresi, Guido, and A. Michael Posner. "The Structure of Property Rights and the
Challenge of the Commons." Yale Law Journal 96, no. 7 (1987): 1282–1308.

Legal Books and Treatises

When citing legal books or treatises, include the author's name, the title of the book, the publication city,
the publisher, and the year of publication.

Example: Tribe, Laurence H. American Constitutional Law. 2nd ed. Mineola, NY: Foundation Press,
1988.

Example: Posner, Richard A. Economic Analysis of Law. 9th ed. New York: Aspen Publishers, 2014.

When citing encyclopedias or restatements of the law, follow similar principles, ensuring all necessary
identification details are present. The goal is always to guide the reader to the exact source.



Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for CMOS Legal
Bibliographies

Navigating legal citation can be complex, and several common pitfalls can arise when constructing a CMOS
bibliography. Being aware of these issues and adopting best practices can significantly improve the accuracy
and professionalism of your work.

Inconsistency: The most frequent error is an inconsistency in formatting, such as using different
abbreviations for the same reporter or varying the order of elements for similar source types. Always
maintain a uniform approach.

Omission of Key Information: Failing to include essential details like reporter volume numbers, page
numbers, or specific section identifiers can make sources impossible to locate. Double-check that all
necessary components are present.

Incorrect Punctuation: The CMOS has specific rules for punctuation, including commas, periods, and
parentheses. Pay close attention to these details as they are crucial for proper formatting.

Abbreviation Errors: Legal citation relies heavily on abbreviations for reporters, court names, and
legislative bodies. Ensure you are using standard, recognized abbreviations. Referencing a legal
citation guide is highly recommended.

Failure to Italicize Case Names: Case names in bibliographies should always be italicized. This is a
fundamental rule for distinguishing case citations.

A best practice is to create a template or cheat sheet for the most common legal source types you will
encounter, based on the Chicago Manual of Style. Regularly referring to the latest edition of the CMOS and
authoritative legal citation guides will ensure your bibliographies are accurate and up-to-date. Proofreading
your bibliography meticulously is also an indispensable step.

FAQ: Chicago Manual of Style Legal Citation Examples for Bibliographies

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) handle legal citations in
bibliographies differently from its standard note-taking system?
A: The CMOS offers two primary systems: the notes-and-bibliography system and the author-date system.



For legal citations, the CMOS generally relies on a specialized legal citation system, often drawing from or
complementing the Bluebook, especially for in-text citations and footnotes. However, when it comes to the
bibliography itself, CMOS aims for consistency in presenting source information, prioritizing ease of
retrieval for legal materials, which may involve specific formats for cases, statutes, and treaties that differ
from general book or article citations within the same bibliography.

Q: What are the essential elements for citing a U.S. Supreme Court case in
a CMOS bibliography?
A: To cite a U.S. Supreme Court case in a CMOS bibliography, you need the italicized case name (e.g.,
Miranda v. Arizona), the volume number of the official reporter (United States Reports, abbreviated U.S.),
the page number where the case begins, and the year of the decision in parentheses. For example: Miranda
v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (1966).

Q: How should I cite a federal statute in a CMOS bibliography?
A: When citing a federal statute in a CMOS bibliography, you should include the popular name of the act, if
applicable, followed by the abbreviation for the United States Code (U.S.C.), the volume number, and the
specific section number. For example: Affordable Care Act, 42 U.S.C. § 18001 (2010). If referencing a Public
Law, you would include the Public Law number and the U.S. Statutes at Large citation.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a law review article in a legal
bibliography following CMOS guidelines?
A: A law review article citation in a CMOS legal bibliography typically includes the author's full name, the
title of the article (in quotation marks), the name of the law review (italicized), the volume number, the
year of publication in parentheses, and the first page number of the article. For example: Schwartz,
Bernard. "The Legal System and the Administrative State." New York University Law Review 82 (2007):
237–280.

Q: Are there specific requirements for citing international treaties in a
CMOS legal bibliography?
A: Yes, citing international treaties in a CMOS legal bibliography requires accuracy. You should provide
the treaty's common name, the date it was opened for signature or entered into force, and its citation in a
treaty series, such as the United Nations Treaty Series (U.N.T.S.) or the United States Treaties and Other
International Agreements (U.S.T.). For example: North Atlantic Treaty, Apr. 4, 1949, 63 Stat. 2244, 34
U.N.T.S. 243.



Q: When should I use abbreviations for legal reporters in my CMOS
bibliography?
A: Abbreviations for legal reporters are common and often expected in legal bibliographies to save space
and follow established conventions. However, CMOS generally advises clarity and consistency. It's crucial to
use standard abbreviations and to consult a comprehensive legal citation guide (like The Bluebook or the
ALWD Citation Manual, which often inform CMOS's legal practices) for correct forms. Ensure you are
consistent with any abbreviations used throughout your document.

Q: Does CMOS require a specific order of elements for all legal sources in a
bibliography?
A: While CMOS emphasizes consistency, the exact order of elements can vary slightly depending on the
type of legal source. For instance, case citations prioritize the case name and reporter information, while
statutes focus on the code citation. The key is to present the most critical identifying information first for
each source type, making it immediately recognizable to the reader. Always refer to the specific CMOS
guidelines for different legal materials.
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