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The Chicago Manual of Style Guide for EPUB Formatting: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style guide for epub formatting is essential for authors and publishers
aiming for professional, accessible, and well-structured digital books. Transforming a manuscript into
an EPUB format requires meticulous attention to detail, especially when adhering to the established
standards set forth by the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). This guide delves into the intricacies of
applying CMOS principles to EPUB creation, covering everything from semantic markup and structural
organization to typographic considerations and metadata. Understanding these guidelines ensures a
superior reader experience and broad compatibility across various e-reader devices and software. We
will explore the fundamental elements, best practices, and common pitfalls to avoid when preparing
your work for digital distribution.
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Understanding EPUB and CMOS Principles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is renowned for its comprehensive guidance on manuscript
preparation, style, and usage in the publishing industry. When adapting these principles to the EPUB
format, a digital book standard based on web technologies like HTML and CSS, the core objective
remains consistent: clarity, readability, and professionalism. EPUB itself is essentially a zipped archive
containing HTML, CSS, and other assets that allow for reflowable text, meaning the content adapts to
the reader's screen size and preferences.

Applying CMOS to EPUB formatting involves translating the manual's recommendations for print to
the digital realm. This means thinking not just about visual appearance, but also about the underlying
structure and semantic meaning of the content. CMOS emphasizes consistent use of punctuation,
capitalization, and citation styles, which all need to be considered during the EPUB creation process.
Furthermore, the digital format allows for enhanced navigation and accessibility features that CMOS
indirectly supports through its emphasis on organized and logical content presentation.



Semantic Structure and Markup for EPUB

The foundation of a well-formatted EPUB lies in its semantic structure, which is largely dictated by
HTML. Semantic HTML uses tags that describe the meaning of the content they enclose, rather than
just its appearance. This is crucial for EPUBs because screen readers and other assistive technologies
rely on semantic markup to interpret the content correctly, making it accessible to a wider audience.
Adhering to CMOS principles means ensuring that elements like paragraphs, block quotes, and
emphasized text are marked up appropriately.

When converting to EPUB, each element in your manuscript should be assigned the most accurate
HTML tag. For instance, a block quote in CMOS is typically indented and set apart; in EPUB, this would
be represented using the `

` tag. Similarly, emphasized or italicized text, which CMOS has specific rules for, should
be marked with `` or `` tags as appropriate. The goal is to create a logical hierarchy that
mirrors the intended presentation and meaning, even before CSS is applied for styling.

Applying CMOS to Common HTML Elements

Different types of content require specific HTML tags to convey their intended semantic
meaning, aligning with CMOS's focus on clarity and precision. For example, headings are
not merely larger text; they denote sections and subsections, crucial for navigation and
understanding the document's structure.

Paragraphs: Standard body text should be enclosed in `
` tags. CMOS has strict rules about paragraph indentation and spacing, which are
then implemented using CSS.

Block Quotations: Text quoted from another source, often indented in print
according to CMOS, should use the `

` tag.

Emphasis and Italicization: CMOS dictates when to use italics. In3.
HTML, `` is for emphasis (often rendered as italics) and `` is for text
that is stylistically offset (like foreign words or ship names). The choice
depends on the semantic intent.

Strong Importance: For text that requires strong emphasis, the ``4.
tag is used, which browsers typically render in bold.



Headings and Hierarchies in EPUB

Proper heading structure is paramount in both print and digital
publishing for navigation and organization. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides detailed guidelines on the hierarchy and style of headings for
print publications, which translate directly to EPUB formatting. In EPUB,
headings are implemented using HTML heading tags (`

` through `

`) and are fundamental for creating a
navigable table of contents within the e-
book.

CMOS suggests a clear hierarchy for
headings to guide the reader through the
text. This principle is even more critical in
EPUBs, where a logical heading structure
allows e-reader software to generate an
accurate navigation menu. Typically, the
main title of the book would be an `

` element (though often
handled as part of the EPUB
metadata), chapter titles would
be `

`, and subheadings within chapters
would be `



`, and so on, following a descending order
of importance. Consistent application of
this hierarchy ensures that readers can
easily skim the content and jump to specific
sections.

Best Practices for Heading Structure

Ensuring that headings are correctly
structured and semantically appropriate is
a cornerstone of good EPUB creation. This
involves not just using the right tags, but
also understanding the logical flow of
information.

Use a Logical Hierarchy: Start with `1.

` for chapter titles and use `

`, `

`, etc., for subsequent subheadings
within those chapters. Avoid skipping
levels (e.g., going from `

` directly to `

`).



Semantic Meaning: Headings2.
should accurately reflect the
content of the section they
introduce.

Navigational Integrity: Ensure your3.
EPUB creation software or workflow
correctly maps these HTML
headings to the EPUB’s navigation
document (NCX or `nav` element)
for proper table of contents
generation.

Consistent Styling: While structure4.
is semantic, visual styling is
handled by CSS. However, ensure
that the default styles for headings
are clear and readable, and any
custom styling aligns with CMOS's
aesthetic principles for clarity and
balance.

Typography and Readability in
EPUB Formatting

Typography plays a vital role in the
reader's experience, and the



Chicago Manual of Style offers
extensive guidance on achieving
optimal readability and aesthetic
appeal in print. Translating these
typographic principles to EPUB
formatting involves understanding
how CSS can be used to control
fonts, line spacing, margins, and
other visual aspects of the text.

The goal is to create an EPUB that
is as pleasing to read on a screen
as a well-designed print book. This
means choosing appropriate fonts,
ensuring sufficient line height
(leading), and setting sensible
margins. While EPUB readers offer
users some control over
typography, the publisher or author
can establish a baseline design that
respects CMOS's emphasis on
legibility and typographical
elegance. This includes considering
hyphenation, justification, and
widow/orphan control, though some
of these are more challenging to
implement universally in reflowable
EPUBs.



Key Typographic Considerations for
EPUB

Achieving excellent typography in
EPUB requires careful consideration
of several factors. These elements,
often detailed in CMOS, become
configurable settings in EPUB
styling.

Font Choice: Select a legible
font family. While many serif
and sans-serif fonts work well,
CMOS often favors classic, well-
spaced fonts for body text.
Embedded fonts (using CSS
`@font-face`) ensure consistent
rendering across devices.

Line Height (Leading): Adequate
line spacing is crucial for
readability. CMOS often
recommends specific ratios. In
EPUB, this is controlled by the
`line-height` CSS property. A
value between 1.4 and 1.6 is
generally a good starting point.



Margins and Padding: Sufficient
margins around the text block
on the page improve
readability. CSS `margin` and
`padding` properties control
this.

Text Justification: While CMOS
has specific guidelines for
justified text in print, achieving
perfect justification in
reflowable EPUBs can lead to
excessive spacing. Often, left-
aligned text is preferred for
better readability on screens.

Hyphenation: CMOS has rules
about hyphenation. In EPUB,
automatic hyphenation can be
controlled with CSS properties
like `hyphens: auto;`, but
careful testing is needed to
ensure it works as expected and
doesn't create awkward breaks.

Lists and Formatting Elements



The Chicago Manual of Style
provides clear rules for formatting
various types of lists, including
bulleted, numbered, and lettered
lists, as well as for handling special
formatting elements like footnotes
and endnotes. In EPUB, these
elements need to be marked up
using appropriate HTML tags and
styled with CSS to ensure they are
clear and accessible.

For ordered lists (like numbered
steps), CMOS dictates numbering
schemes, which translate to the `

` tag in HTML. For unordered
lists (bullet points), CMOS also
specifies bullet styles,
corresponding to the `

` tag. Correctly formatting
these elements enhances the
reader's ability to follow
instructions or digest
information presented in a
structured manner.
Footnotes and endnotes,
crucial for academic and
technical works, require
specific handling in EPUB to



ensure they are easily
accessible without disrupting
the reading flow.

Formatting Specific List Types

Accurate markup for lists
ensures that content is
logically presented and
easily navigable, in line with
CMOS's emphasis on
structure.

Ordered Lists: Use the `
` tag for numbered or
lettered sequences.
CMOS specifies the
use of Arabic
numerals, letters, or
Roman numerals,
which can be
controlled via CSS
`list-style-type`.

Unordered Lists: Use1.
the `



` tag for bulleted
lists. The type of
bullet (disc, circle,
square) can also be
styled with CSS.

Definition Lists:
For glossaries or
definitions, the `

` tag is
appropriate, often
paired with `
` for terms and `

` for definitions.

Nested Lists: Both2.
ordered and
unordered lists can
be nested within
each other,
creating multi-level
structures. Ensure
consistent
indentation and
clear visual cues
for each level.



Handling Footnotes
and Endnotes

Footnotes and
endnotes are
essential
components that
CMOS addresses
with great detail.
In EPUB, these are
typically
implemented using
HTML anchor links
and a separate
section for the
notes themselves.

Footnotes: Each1.
footnote
reference in the
main text is an
`` tag linking to
a corresponding
`
` element2.
within a `

` or `
` marked



as a
footnote
list, often
at the
bottom of
a page or
chapter.
The
footnote
element
itself will
contain a
link back
to the
reference
point.

Endnotes
: Similar
to
footnotes
,
endnotes
are
linked
reference
s in the
main text
pointing
to a
dedicate



d section
at the
end of
the book
or
chapter.
The
structure
is
generally
the same
as
footnotes
but
located in
a
different
part of
the
documen
t.

Accessibil
ity:
Ensure
that the
links for
footnotes
and
endnotes
are easily



clickable
on
various
devices
and that
the notes
themselv
es are
clearly
formatte
d and
easy to
read.

Handling
Images
and
Media

Images,
charts,
and other
media
elements
are
integral
to many



publicati
ons. The
Chicago
Manual
of Style
provides
guidance
on the
placemen
t,
captionin
g, and
referenci
ng of
these
visuals.
In EPUB,
images
need to
be
correctly
embedde
d using
HTML's ``
tag and
styled
appropria
tely
using
CSS.



CMOS
emphasiz
es clarity
and
context
for all
visual
elements
.
Captions
should be
informati
ve and
consisten
tly
formatte
d, often
using a `
` tag with
a specific
class for
styling.
For
complex
visuals or
where
specific
placemen
t is
critical,
it's



importan
t to
consider
how the
reflowabl
e nature
of EPUB
might
affect
their
presentat
ion.
While
full-page
spreads
or
complex
multi-
column
layouts
are
difficult
to
replicate
perfectly,
thoughtf
ul design
can
ensure
that
images



enhance,
rather
than
detract
from, the
reading
experienc
e.

Best
Practices
for Image
Integratio
n

Integrati
ng visual
elements
seamlessl
y
requires
attention
to both
technical
implemen
tation
and
stylistic



consisten
cy.

File
Forma
ts:
Use
web-
friendl
y
forma
ts like
JPEG
for
photo
graph
s and
PNG
for
graphi
cs
with
transp
arenc
y or
sharp
lines.

Alt



Text:
Provid
e
descri
ptive
`alt`
text
for all
image
s. This
is
crucia
l for
acces
sibilit
y, as
it will
be
read
by
scree
n
reade
rs for
visuall
y
impair
ed
users.

Captio



ns
and
Labels
: Use `
` or a

`
` tag
with

appro
priate
CSS
for

captio
ns,

ensuri
ng

they
are

clearl
y

associ
ated
with
their

image
,

follow
ing

CMOS’
s

conve



ntions
for

captio
n

stylin
g.

Respo4.
nsive
Desig

n:
Image

s
shoul
d be
sized
to be
respo
nsive,
adjust
ing to
differe

nt
scree

n
sizes
witho

ut
breaki
ng the
layout



. This
is

typica
lly

achiev
ed

with
CSS

prope
rties
like

`max-
width:
100%;
` and

`heigh
t:

auto;`
.

Place5.
ment:
While
precis

e
place
ment
can
be

tricky
in



reflow
able

EPUB,
aim
for

logical
place
ment
that

enhan
ces
the

text.
Consi
der

using
CSS to
float

image
s or
wrap
text

aroun
d

them
where
appro
priate

.



Metad
ata
and

EPUB
File
Infor
matio

n

Metad
ata is
the

descri
ptive

inform
ation
about

an
EPUB
file,
such
as

title,
autho

r,
publis
her,
and

subjec
t. The



Chica
go

Manu
al of

Style,
while
not

directl
y

dictati
ng

EPUB
metad

ata
fields,
cham
pions
thoro
ughne
ss and
accur
acy in
catalo
ging
and

descri
bing

intelle
ctual
works

.



Prope
r

metad
ata is
crucia
l for

discov
erabili

ty,
organi
zation
, and

provid
ing

essen
tial

conte
xt to
reade
rs and

e-
reade

r
applic
ations

.

Essen
tial

metad



ata
fields
includ
e the
title,
autho
r(s),

publis
her,

public
ation
date,
langu
age,
and

uniqu
e

identi
fiers
like

ISBN.
For

EPUBs
, this

metad
ata is
embe
dded
within

the
EPUB



contai
ner

(speci
fically
in the
`META

-
INF/co
ntaine
r.xml`
and
the

OPF –
Open
Packa
ging

Forma
t –

file).
Accur
ate
and

compl
ete

metad
ata

ensur
es

that
e-

reade



rs can
displa
y the
book

inform
ation
correc

tly
and
that

digital
librari

es
and

retaile
rs can
prope

rly
catalo
g and
searc
h for
the

book.

Key
Metad

ata



Fields
for

EPUB

Ensuri
ng all
critica

l
metad
ata is
prese
nt and
accur
ate is
vital
for
the

discov
erabili
ty and
prope

r
functi
oning
of an
EPUB.

Tit



le:
Th
e

ful
l

titl
e
of
th
e

wo
rk.

Cr
ea
tor
:

Th
e

au
th
or(
s)
or
edi
tor
(s)
of
th
e

wo



rk.

Pu
bli
sh
er:
Th
e

en
tit
y
th
at
pu
bli
sh
ed
th
e

EP
UB
.

Da
te:
Th
e

pu
bli
cat
ion



da
te.

Ide
nti
fie
r:
Un
iqu
e

ide
nti
fie
rs
lik
e
IS
BN
.

La
ng
ua
ge:
Th
e

pri
ma
ry
lan
gu



ag
e
of
th
e
co
nt
en
t.

Su
bje
ct:
Ke
yw
or
ds
or
cat
eg
ori
es
th
at
de
scr
ibe
th
e
co
nt



en
t.

De
scr
ipt
ion
: A
bri
ef
sy
no
psi
s
of
th
e

bo
ok.

Valida
tion
and

Testin
g Your
EPUB



Befor
e

distrib
uting

an
EPUB,
it is

critica
l to

valida
te its
struct

ure
and
test
its

rende
ring

across
variou

s
device
s and
readin

g
applic
ations
. The
Chica

go
Manu



al of
Style
implic

itly
advoc
ates
for

qualit
y and
correc
tness;
theref
ore,

thoro
ugh

testin
g is a
direct
exten
sion
of

these
princi
ples.

Valida
tion
tools
can

catch
struct
ural



errors
,

broke
n

links,
and

codin
g

incons
istenc

ies
that

could
lead
to a
poor
reade

r
experi
ence.

Testin
g

involv
es not
only

techni
cal

valida
tion



but
also a
huma

n
read-
throu
gh to
asses

s
reada
bility,
navig
ation,
and
the

overal
l

prese
ntatio

n.
Differ
ent e-
reade

rs
(Kindl

e,
Kobo,
Nook)
and e-
readin

g



apps
(Apple
Books

,
Googl
e Play
Books

)
rende

r
EPUBs
slightl

y
differe

ntly
due to
variati
ons in
their
rende
ring

engin
es

and
user
interf
ace. A
compr
ehensi

ve
testin



g
strate

gy
ensur

es
that
the

EPUB
functi
ons as
intend

ed
and

adher
es to
the
high
stand
ards

expec
ted by
reade
rs and
dictat
ed by
the

spirit
of the
Chica

go
Manu



al of
Style.

Steps
for

EPUB
Validat

ion
and

Testin
g

A
robust
valida
tion
and

testin
g

proce
ss is
the
final

qualit
y

assur
ance
step

before



public
ation.

Us1.
e

Val
ida
tio
n
To
ols
:

Em
plo
y

EP
UB
val
ida
tor
s,
su
ch
as
th
e

EP
UB
Ch



ec
k
to
ol
pr
ovi
de
d
by
th
e
ID
PF
(In
ter
na
tio
nal
Di
git
al
Pu
bli
shi
ng
Fo
ru
m)
,

to
ide



nti
fy
str
uct
ur
al
err
ors
an
d
en
su
re
co
mp
lia
nc
e

wit
h

EP
UB
sta
nd
ar
ds.

Cr2.
os
s-
De



vic
e
Te
sti
ng
:

Te
st
th
e

EP
UB
on
act
ual
e-
re
ad
er
de
vic
es
an
d
po
pul
ar
e-
re
adi
ng



ap
pli
cat
ion
s
to
ch
ec
k

for
re
nd
eri
ng
iss
ue
s,
na
vig
ati
on
fu
nct
ion
ali
ty,
an
d
ov
er
all



re
ad
abi
lit
y.

Re3.
ad
-

Th
ro
ug
h:
Pe
rfo
rm
a
co
mp
let
e
re
ad
-

thr
ou
gh
of
th
e

EP



UB
yo
ur
sel
f,
pa
yin
g

att
en
tio
n
to
te
xt
flo
w,
im
ag
e

dis
pla
y,

list
for
ma
tti
ng
,

an
d



th
e
ac
ce
ssi
bili
ty
of
no
tes
an
d
ot
he
r

ele
me
nts

.

Lin4.
k

Ve
rifi
cat
ion
:

En
su
re
all



int
er
nal
an
d
ex
ter
nal
lin
ks
ar
e
fu
nct
ion
al
an
d

dir
ect
th
e
re
ad
er
to
th
e

cor
rec
t



de
sti
na
tio
n.

Ta5.
ble
of
Co
nt
en
ts
Ch
ec
k:
Ve
rif
y
th
at
th
e

EP
UB
's
ta
ble
of
co
nt



en
ts
is
ac
cu
rat
ely
ge
ne
rat
ed
an
d
th
at
all
ch
ap
ter
/se
cti
on
lin
ks
ar
e

wo
rki
ng
cor
rec



tly
.

Frequ
ently
Asked
Questi

ons

Q:
What
is the
primar
y goal
when

applyin
g the

Chicag
o

Manual
of

Style
to

EPUB
format
ting?

A: The



prima
ry

goal is
to

transl
ate
the

CMOS
princi
ples
of

clarity
,

accur
acy,
and

reada
bility
from
print
to the
digital
forma

t,
ensuri
ng a

profes
sional
and

acces
sible



readin
g

experi
ence
for all
users
across
variou

s
device

s.

Q: How
does

semant
ic

HTML
relate
to the
Chicag

o
Manual

of
Style

in
EPUBs?

A:
Sema
ntic

HTML
provid



es the
underl
ying

struct
ure
that

mirror
s the

logical
organi
zation
and

meani
ng

emph
asized
by the
Chica

go
Manu
al of

Style.
By

using
appro
priate
HTML
tags
for

parag
raphs,



headi
ngs,
and
lists,
the

EPUB
becom

es
more
acces
sible
and

under
stand
able
to

both
reade
rs and
assisti

ve
techn
ologie

s.

Q: Are
there
specifi

c
CMOS



rules
for

font
choice

s in
EPUBs?

A:
While
CMOS
doesn'

t
dictat

e
specifi

c
EPUB
fonts,

it
emph
asizes
legibil

ity
and

aesth
etic

balanc
e. The
princi
ples

guide



the
selecti
on of
fonts
that
are

clear,
well-
space
d, and
suitab
le for
exten
ded

readin
g,

which
can
be

imple
mente

d
using
CSS
and

embe
dded
web
fonts

in
EPUBs



.

Q: How
should
block

quotati
ons be
handle
d in an
EPUB

accordi
ng to
CMOS
princip

les?

A:
Follow

ing
CMOS,
block
quota
tions

in
EPUBs
shoul
d be

marke
d up
using
the `



`
HTML
tag.
CSS
can
then
be

used
to

apply
visual
stylin

g
such
as

indent
ation
and

reduc
ed

font
size,
as

recom
mend
ed by
CMOS

for
clarity

.



Q:
What

are the
key

differe
nces in
format

ting
headin

gs
betwe

en
print
and

EPUB
when
using
CMOS
as a

guide?

A: In
print,
headi
ngs
are

styled
visual
ly and
struct
urally.

In
EPUB,



the
prima

ry
focus
is on
sema
ntic

HTML
headi

ng
tags

(`

`, `

`, etc.)
which
create

a
naviga

ble
hierarc

hy,
while
CSS

handle
s the
visual
styling

,
ensuri

ng



consist
ency
with

CMOS'
s

empha
sis on
clear

organi
zation.

Q: Can
CMOS'
s rules

on
hyphe
nation

be
strictly
applie
d to

EPUBs
?

A:
CMOS
has

detaile
d rules

for
hyphe
nation

in



print.
In

EPUB,
autom

atic
hyphe
nation
can be
enable
d via
CSS

(`hyph
ens:

auto;`)
, but it
requir

es
careful
testing

to
ensure

it
aligns
with

CMOS'
s

guideli
nes for
breaki

ng
words
and

doesn'
t



negati
vely

impact
readab

ility.

Q: How
are

footno
tes
and

endnot
es

typical
ly

imple
mente

d in
EPUBs

to
comply

with
CMOS
standa

rds?

A:
Footno

tes
and

endnot
es in

EPUBs



are
imple
mente

d
using
HTML

anchor
links
and

separa
te

section
s for
the

notes.
Each

refere
nce in

the
text
links
to its
corres
pondin
g note,
which
in turn
links
back

to the
text,

ensuri
ng the
accessi



bility
and

usabili
ty that
CMOS
requir

es.

Q:
What
role
does

metad
ata

play in
an

EPUB
format

ted
with

Chicag
o

Manua
l of

Style
princip
les in
mind?

A:
Accura
te and
compr



ehensi
ve

metad
ata is
crucial

for
discov
erabilit
y and
proper
display

,
alignin
g with
CMOS'

s
empha
sis on
thorou

gh
catalo
ging
and

accura
te

repres
entatio

n of
intelle
ctual
work.

It
helps

e-



reader
device
s and

platfor
ms

presen
t the

book's
inform
ation

correct
ly.

Q: Why
is

validat
ion so
import
ant for

an
EPUB

followi
ng the
Chicag

o
Manua

l of
Style?

A:
Validat

ion
ensure



s
techni

cal
correct

ness
and

compli
ance
with
EPUB

standa
rds.
This

techni
cal

accura
cy,

combin
ed

with
the

stylisti
c and

structu
ral

adhere
nce to
CMOS,
guaran
tees a
high-

quality
, error-

free



readin
g

experi
ence,
which
is the

ultimat
e goal
of both

the
manua
l and
good
publis
hing

practic
e.

Q: How
can I

ensure
my

EPUB
looks
good

on
differe
nt e-

reader
s when
followi

ng
CMOS?



A:
While
CMOS
provid

es
print

guideli
nes,

achievi
ng

consist
ent

digital
appear
ance

requir
es

unders
tandin
g CSS

for
EPUB

styling
and

perfor
ming

thorou
gh
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