chicago manual of style geographic
literature review

chicago manual of style geographic literature review is a critical process
for academics and researchers navigating the complexities of scholarly
writing, particularly when focusing on geographical themes or incorporating
geographically-related data. This comprehensive guide delves into the
essential aspects of adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) when
conducting and presenting a geographic literature review. We will explore how
CMOS principles apply to citation, formatting, and stylistic choices relevant
to geographic studies, ensuring clarity, consistency, and academic rigor.
Understanding these guidelines is paramount for creating a polished and
impactful review that meets scholarly expectations. This article will equip
you with the knowledge to effectively structure, cite, and present your
geographic literature review according to the esteemed Chicago Manual of
Style.
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Understanding the Scope of a Geographic
Literature Review

A geographic literature review is more than Jjust a summary of existing
research; it is a critical synthesis and evaluation of scholarly work within
a specific geographical domain or related to a particular geographic
question. It aims to identify gaps in current knowledge, establish the
context for new research, and demonstrate the author's familiarity with the
field. For a geographic literature review, this often involves examining
studies that analyze spatial patterns, human-environment interactions,
geopolitical landscapes, or urban development, among many other subfields.

The scope can vary significantly. It might encompass a broad overview of a
major geographical theory, a deep dive into a specific region's development,
or an analysis of diverse methodological approaches used to study
geographical phenomena. A well-executed review will clearly define its
boundaries, making it evident which bodies of literature are included and
why. This clarity is crucial for guiding the reader and establishing the
review's contribution to the ongoing scholarly conversation within geography.

Defining the Boundaries of Your Geographic Focus

Establishing clear boundaries is the foundational step in any geographic
literature review. This involves precisely identifying the geographical area,
temporal period, and thematic focus that your review will cover. For
instance, a review on urban sprawl might focus solely on North American



cities in the 21st century, or it could be a more comparative study across
continents. Without these defined parameters, the review risks becoming
unfocused and overwhelming.

Consider the specific research questions your review aims to address. These
questions will naturally guide the selection of relevant literature. If your
research is concerned with the impact of climate change on coastal
communities in Southeast Asia, your literature search and subsequent review
should prioritize studies that directly address these interconnected
elements. This focused approach ensures that the review is manageable and
contributes meaningfully to a particular area of geographic inquiry.

Identifying Key Themes and Debates

Within the defined scope, a crucial aspect of a geographic literature review
is the identification of recurring themes and ongoing debates. This involves
analyzing the body of literature to uncover common threads, differing
perspectives, and unresolved questions. For example, debates surrounding
gentrification in urban geography often revolve around issues of social
equity, displacement, and the role of policy, presenting a complex tapestry
of viewpoints.

Recognizing these thematic clusters allows for a more organized and
analytical presentation of the literature. Instead of simply listing studies,
you can group them by their contributions to specific debates or their
exploration of particular themes. This not only demonstrates a deep
understanding of the field but also provides a critical framework for your
own research, highlighting where your work fits into or challenges existing
arguments within geographic scholarship.

Core Principles of the Chicago Manual of Style
in Geographic Research

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive set of guidelines
for academic writing, ensuring consistency, clarity, and professionalism. For
geographic literature reviews, understanding and applying these principles is
essential for credible scholarship. CMOS addresses everything from
punctuation and capitalization to the intricacies of citation and the
formatting of complex elements like maps and data. Adherence to CMOS
signifies attention to detail and respect for scholarly conventions.

The underlying philosophy of CMOS is to serve the reader by making the text
as clear and unambiguous as possible. This translates directly to geographic
research, where clarity in describing spatial relationships, data, and
methodologies is paramount. By following CMOS, researchers can ensure that
their complex geographic arguments are presented in an accessible and
universally understood manner, enhancing the impact and reach of their work.

Clarity and Conciseness in Academic Prose

One of the overarching principles of CMOS is the emphasis on clear and



concise writing. In the context of a geographic literature review, this means
avoiding jargon where possible, defining technical terms when necessary, and
structuring sentences and paragraphs logically. Geographic concepts, which
can often be abstract or involve complex spatial relationships, benefit
greatly from precise and uncluttered language.

This principle extends to the organization of ideas. Each paragraph should
ideally focus on a single idea, and transitions between paragraphs should be
smooth, guiding the reader through the review’s argument. When discussing
methodologies or theoretical frameworks common in geography, such as GIS
analysis, spatial statistics, or critical geopolitics, the language should be
accessible to a broad academic audience while maintaining scholarly accuracy.

Consistency in Terminology and Style

Consistency is a cornerstone of CMOS and is particularly vital in academic
writing that synthesizes multiple sources. This means maintaining a uniform
approach to capitalization, hyphenation, spelling, and the use of
abbreviations throughout your geographic literature review. For instance, 1if
you decide to abbreviate "geographic information system" as GIS, you must do
so consistently after its first full use.

In geographic research, consistency in terminology related to specific
places, geographical features, or analytical methods is equally important. If
you are discussing "urban green spaces," ensure this term is used uniformly
unless a deliberate stylistic choice dictates otherwise. This uniformity not
only enhances readability but also projects an image of meticulous
scholarship and thorough preparation, which is highly wvalued in academic
reviews.

Citation Practices for Geographic Literature
Reviews

Proper citation is non-negotiable in academic writing, and CMOS offers two
primary systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system.
For many humanities and social science disciplines, including much of
geography, the notes-bibliography system is preferred. This system uses
footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a corresponding bibliography at the
end of the work. For a geographic literature review, this is often the most
suitable approach.

The purpose of citation is to give credit to original sources, avoid
plagiarism, and allow readers to locate the information for themselves. In a
literature review, which is fundamentally about engaging with existing
scholarship, meticulous citation is even more critical. Every claim, every
idea borrowed, and every piece of data must be properly attributed according
to CMOS guidelines, ensuring academic integrity and providing a clear lineage
of thought for the reader.



The Notes-Bibliography System in Detail

The notes-bibliography system, as outlined in CMOS, involves superscript
numbers within the text that correspond to numbered notes (either footnotes
at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the document). The first
citation of a source in a note is typically more complete than subsequent
citations. This system is particularly useful for literature reviews as it
allows for the inclusion of explanatory material or tangential comments in
the notes without disrupting the flow of the main text.

For geographic literature, this might include a note that elaborates on a
specific methodological detail of a cited study or provides further context
for a geographical concept being discussed. The bibliography then provides a
complete alphabetical list of all sources cited in the notes. This dual
approach offers readers both immediate reference and comprehensive access to
the literature consulted.

Citing Diverse Geographic Sources

Geographic literature reviews often draw from a wide array of sources,
including journal articles, books, book chapters, government reports,
dissertations, and sometimes even maps or datasets. CMOS provides specific
formatting guidelines for each of these. For instance, citing a journal
article requires details like author(s), article title, journal title,
volume, issue number, date, and page range.

When citing books, you'll need the author(s), title, publisher, and
publication year. For edited volumes, you'll cite the chapter author and
title, followed by the book's editor, title, and publication details.
Increasingly, geographic research relies on digital resources, and CMOS
offers guidance on citing online articles, websites, and datasets,
emphasizing the importance of stable URLs and access dates. Ensuring accurate
and consistent formatting for each source type is crucial for a professional
review.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes for Geographic Reviews

CMOS permits the use of either footnotes or endnotes. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the superscript number is located, offering
immediate reference for the reader. Endnotes are collected at the end of the
document, which can sometimes make for a cleaner presentation in the main
text, especially if the notes are extensive.

For a geographic literature review, the choice between footnotes and endnotes
may depend on the complexity of the citations and the extent of any
supplementary information you wish to include in the notes. If your review
frequently requires brief annotations or elaborations on cited works—for
example, detailing the specific spatial scale of a study or its
methodological contributions—footnotes can be very effective. However, if the
primary goal is simply to cite sources with minimal commentary, endnotes
might be preferred for aesthetic reasons.



Formatting and Presentation According to CMOS

Beyond citation, CMOS offers detailed guidance on the physical presentation
of your geographic literature review. This includes everything from margins
and spacing to the formatting of headings, tables, and figures. Proper
formatting contributes significantly to the readability and professional
appearance of your work, making it easier for readers to engage with your
content.

For a geographic literature review, clarity in presentation is paramount.
This is especially true when discussing complex spatial data, mapping
techniques, or theoretical models. By adhering to CMOS formatting standards,
you ensure that your review is not only informative but also visually
organized and easy to navigate, thereby enhancing the overall scholarly
impact of your research.

Manuscript Preparation and Layout

CMOS provides recommendations for manuscript preparation that are crucial for
any academic submission. These include guidelines on line spacing, margins,
and font choice. Generally, double-spacing is recommended for the main text
to allow for editorial markup, and a l1-inch margin on all sides is standard.
These seemingly minor details contribute to a professional and reader-—
friendly document.

For a geographic literature review, the layout should facilitate the clear
presentation of arguments and evidence. Headings and subheadings play a vital
role in organizing the content, and CMOS offers preferred styles for their
formatting. Consistent use of these structural elements helps readers follow
the progression of your analysis and understand the hierarchy of information
presented within your review.

Formatting Headings and Subheadings

Well-structured headings and subheadings are essential for guiding the reader
through a literature review. CMOS suggests a clear hierarchy for these
divisions. Typically, the main title is followed by first-level headings for
major sections (which in this context are the

headings) . Beneath these, second-level headings

(

) can be used to further subdivide topics within a
section.

Ensuring consistency in the capitalization,
punctuation, and font style of your headings is key.



For example, if you use all caps for first-level
headings, you should do so consistently. Similarly,
italicizing or bolding specific heading levels should
follow a predefined, consistent pattern throughout
the entire document. This systematic approach to
headings aids in segmenting complex geographic
information and making the review more digestible.

Tables and Figures in Geographic Research

Geographic literature reviews often incorporate
tables and figures, such as maps, charts, graphs, or
statistical data visualizations, to illustrate key
findings or present complex information. CMOS
provides guidelines for their numbering, titling, and
referencing. Each table and figure should be numbered
sequentially (e.g., Table 1, Figure 1) and
accompanied by a clear, descriptive title.

Within the text, you should refer to each table and
figure by its number. For example, "As shown in
Figure 1, the spatial distribution of population
density..." It is also crucial to ensure that the
resolution and clarity of any visual elements are
high, especially for maps and complex diagrams, so
that they are easily understandable. CMOS also
advises on the placement of tables and figures, often
suggesting they be placed as close as possible to
their first mention in the text or collected at the
end of the document.

Integrating Visual and Cartographic Elements



The field of geography is inherently wvisual, and many
geographic literature reviews benefit from the
inclusion of maps, diagrams, or other visual
representations. When these elements are integrated,
strict adherence to CMOS guidelines ensures they are
presented professionally and effectively. This is
particularly relevant when discussing spatial data,
territorial boundaries, or geographical processes.

The way these visual components are captioned,
referenced in the text, and formatted in the
bibliography can significantly impact the reader's
understanding. It's not just about showing a map;
it's about presenting it in a way that aligns with
academic standards and enhances the analytical depth
of your review. CMOS provides specific
recommendations that help bridge the gap between
textual analysis and wvisual evidence.

Referencing Maps and Spatial Data

When citing maps, whether they are historical
documents, part of an atlas, or digitally produced,
CMOS requires specific bibliographic information.
This might include the mapmaker, title, scale,
publisher, and date. For contemporary maps derived
from GIS data, you would typically cite the source of
the data, the software used, and the creator of the
specific map visualization.

Similarly, when referencing spatial datasets, it is
important to provide sufficient detail for the reader
to locate the data if necessary. This includes the
dataset's name, creator, version number (if
applicable), publication or distribution date, and



where it can be accessed. Proper citation of these
elements is crucial for giving credit and ensuring
reproducibility of the analysis.

Formatting Captions and Legends

Every visual element, including maps, charts, and
graphs, requires a caption. According to CMOS,
captions should be concise yet informative,
explaining what the wvisual represents. For maps, this
often includes identifying the geographical area
depicted, the thematic content (e.g., population
density, land use), the source of the data, and any
specific cartographic conventions used in the legend.

Legends are critical components of maps, explaining
the symbols, colors, and patterns used. While CMOS
doesn't dictate the specific design of a legend, it
emphasizes that it should be clear and legible. The
caption should direct the reader's attention to the
legend if necessary, ensuring all elements of the
visual are understood in context. Consistent
formatting of captions, including numbering and
placement, is part of the overall CMOS aesthetic.

Common Challenges and Solutions in CMOS
Geographic Literature Reviews

Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style can present
challenges, especially when dealing with the unique
demands of geographic research. The interplay between
textual analysis, spatial data, and diverse source
materials requires careful attention to detail.



Fortunately, CMOS offers flexibility and clear
guidance for most situations, and understanding
common pitfalls can help researchers avoid them.

Common challenges include the consistent citation of
online geographic resources, the formatting of
complex spatial data visualizations, and maintaining
clarity when discussing nuanced geographical
theories. By anticipating these issues and employing
the solutions offered by CMOS, authors can produce a
high—-quality, professional geographic literature
review.

Citing Online Geographic Resources and Datasets

The digital age presents unique challenges for
citation. Geographic research frequently relies on
online maps, satellite imagery, GIS databases, and
web-based reports. CMOS provides guidelines for
citing these resources, emphasizing the need for
stable URLs and access dates. For datasets, it’s
important to include information about the data
provider and the date of access, as these can change.

A common issue is the proper citation of dynamic
online content, such as interactive maps or live data
feeds. In such cases, the goal is to provide enough
information for the reader to access the content as
it existed at the time of the review. This might
involve describing the specific query or parameters
used to generate the map or data, alongside the URL
and access date.



Handling Geographic Nomenclature and Place Names

Geographic nomenclature can be complex, involving
official names, local names, historical names, and
transliterations. CMOS generally advises using the
most current and commonly accepted name for a place.
When there is ambiguity or significant historical
context, it is good practice to clarify this in the
text or in a footnote, potentially providing
alternative names.

For instance, if discussing a region with a history
of contested names or political changes, a footnote
might be used to explain the evolution of the place
name and the rationale for the chosen designation in
the review. This level of detail ensures accuracy and
acknowledges the socio-political dimensions that
often accompany geographic naming conventions.

Ensuring Flow and Cohesion in Complex Arguments

A geographic literature review, by its nature,
synthesizes diverse research. Ensuring a smooth flow
and cohesive argument across different studies and
concepts can be challenging. CMOS promotes clear
transitions between paragraphs and sections. In
geographic reviews, this means explicitly linking
studies that address similar themes, contrast
different findings, or build upon each other's work.

Techniques such as summarizing the findings of one
study and then introducing another that directly
engages with those findings can enhance cohesion.
Using phrases that highlight relationships, such as
"In contrast to Smith's findings," or "Building on



Jones's theoretical framework," helps the reader
follow the argumentative thread and understand how
the reviewed literature contributes to a larger
intellectual landscape.

Best Practices for a Successful Review

Producing a successful geographic literature review
that adheres to the Chicago Manual of Style requires
a strategic approach. It’s about more than just
following rules; it’s about leveraging those rules to
create a clear, authoritative, and impactful piece of
scholarship. By incorporating best practices
throughout the writing process, researchers can
ensure their work is both compliant and compelling.

From initial planning to final revisions, a focus on
clarity, thoroughness, and adherence to scholarly
standards will elevate your geographic literature
review. Embracing the principles of CMOS not only
demonstrates a commitment to academic rigor but also
enhances the accessibility and credibility of your
research for a wider audience.

Thorough Literature Search and Selection

The foundation of any strong literature review is a
comprehensive and well-executed search strategy. For
a geographic literature review, this involves
identifying keywords relevant to your specific
subfield, geographical area, and theoretical focus.
Utilizing academic databases such as Scopus, Web of
Science, JSTOR, and Google Scholar is essential.



Beyond broad searches, snowballing (following
references in key articles) and checking the
bibliographies of seminal works in the field are
crucial for uncovering relevant, often overlooked,
literature. A critical selection process is then
necessary to ensure that only the most relevant and
impactful studies are included, forming a coherent
and defensible body of work for your review.

Critical Evaluation of Sources

A literature review is not merely a descriptive
summary; it requires critical evaluation. For each
source, consider its theoretical underpinnings,
methodological rigor, empirical evidence, and
conclusions. In geographic research, pay close
attention to the scale of analysis, the geographical
context, and the assumptions made about human-
environment interactions or spatial processes.

Ask questions such as: What are the strengths and
limitations of this study's methodology? Does the
author adequately address the complexities of the
geographical phenomenon under investigation? How does
this work contribute to or challenge existing
knowledge? A critical approach ensures that your
review offers insightful analysis rather than a mere
compilation of summaries.

Organizing and Synthesizing Information

Once the literature has been searched and critically
evaluated, the next step is to organize and
synthesize the information. Instead of presenting



studies chronologically or by author, it is often
more effective to organize the review thematically,
by methodological approach, or by the debates it
addresses. This allows for a more analytical and
engaging presentation.

Synthesis involves drawing connections between
different studies, highlighting areas of agreement
and disagreement, and identifying patterns or trends.
For a geographic literature review, this might
involve synthesizing how different scholars
conceptualize the relationship between human agency
and environmental constraints, or how various spatial
analysis techniques have been applied to a particular
problem. This analytical synthesis is what gives a
literature review its scholarly value.

FAQ Section

Q: How do I decide whether to use the notes-
bibliography or author-date system for my Chicago
Manual of Style geographic literature review?

A: For most humanities and social science
disciplines, including geography, the notes-
bibliography system (using footnotes or endnotes) is
generally preferred by CMOS. This system is often
favored for literature reviews because it allows for
more detailed explanations or commentary in the notes
without disrupting the main text's flow. However, if
your field or institution specifically mandates the
author-date system, ensure consistent application of
its rules for in-text citations and the reference



list.

Q: What are the key elements required in a
bibliography entry for a journal article in a
geographic literature review according to CMOS?

A: According to CMOS, a typical bibliography entry
for a journal article includes the author's full
name (s), the article title (in quotation marks), the
journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
numbers, the publication date, and the page range of
the article. For online journal articles, you should
also include a stable URL and the date of access.

Q: How should I format a map that is included in my
geographic literature review following CMOS
guidelines?

A: When including a map, CMOS requires a clear
caption, typically numbered sequentially (e.g.,
Figure 1). The caption should concisely describe the
map's content, the geographical area depicted, the
data source, and any relevant scale or projection
information. The map itself should be legible, and
its source must be fully cited in the bibliography.
If the map is original, its creation method and data
sources should be described in the caption or
accompanying text.

Q: What is the best way to handle varying place names
or geographic nomenclature in my literature review
when using CMOS?

A: CMOS generally advises using the most current and
widely accepted name for a geographical location.
However, if there is significant historical,



political, or cultural significance to alternative
names, or if different sources use different names,
it is best practice to clarify this. You can do so by
providing alternative names in a footnote or
parenthetically within the text, explaining the
context and your chosen designation.

Q: How does CMOS address the citation of GIS data or
spatial datasets in a geographic literature review?

A: Citing GIS data or spatial datasets requires
providing specific details to ensure reproducibility
and proper attribution. CMOS guidelines suggest
including the dataset's name, creator or principal
investigator, version number (if applicable),
publication or distribution date, and the source or
repository from which the data can be accessed. For
online datasets, a stable URL and the date of access
are crucial.

Q: Can I use explanatory notes in my footnotes or
endnotes for a geographic literature review, even if
they aren't direct citations?

A: Yes, the notes-bibliography system, favored by
CMOS, explicitly allows for the use of notes to
provide supplementary information, definitions, or
tangential comments that do not fit smoothly into the
main text. This is particularly useful in geographic
literature reviews for clarifying complex theoretical
concepts, methodological nuances, or the specific
spatial scale of a study, enhancing the reader's
understanding without interrupting the narrative
flow.

Q: What is the difference in citation format between



a book and a chapter in an edited book for a
geographic literature review under CMOS?

A: For a book citation in CMOS, you provide the
author (s), book title (italicized), publisher, and
publication year. For a chapter in an edited book,
you cite the chapter author(s), the chapter title (in
quotation marks), followed by "in," then the
editor(s)' names and "ed(s).," the book title
(italicized), the publisher, publication year, and
the page range of the chapter.

Q: How important is consistency in formatting
headings and subheadings in a geographic literature
review following CMOS?

A: Consistency in formatting headings and subheadings
is highly important in any academic work, including a
geographic literature review, according to CMOS. It
ensures a clear hierarchy of information, improves
readability, and presents a professional appearance.
CMOS provides guidelines for the style,
capitalization, and punctuation of different levels
of headings, and adhering to these uniformly
throughout the document is essential.
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