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The Chicago Manual of Style for Poetry Citations: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style for poetry citations literature is an essential tool for scholars, students,
and anyone engaging deeply with poetic works. Proper citation ensures academic integrity, allows
readers to locate sources, and demonstrates a thorough understanding of literary scholarship. This
guide delves into the intricacies of citing poetry according to The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS),
covering both notes-and-bibliography and author-date systems. We will explore how to cite individual
poems, collections, and anthologies, paying close attention to specific elements like line numbers,
page numbers, and publication details. Understanding these nuances is crucial for crafting polished
academic papers and ensuring clarity in your literary analysis.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Poetry

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide used in many academic
disciplines, particularly in the humanities. When it comes to citing literature, especially poetry, CMOS
offers detailed instructions to ensure clarity, consistency, and accuracy. The manual provides two
primary citation systems: the notes-and-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are
designed to help readers trace your sources and understand the foundation of your research. For
poetry, the specific challenges lie in accurately representing the structure of the poem itself, often
through line numbers, and distinguishing between the poem, the collection it belongs to, and the
anthology if applicable.



Adhering to CMOS for poetry citations is not merely about following rules; it’s about respecting the
integrity of the original work and the scholarly conversation surrounding it. Whether you are
referencing a sonnet by Shakespeare or a free-verse poem by a contemporary writer, the principles of
clear attribution remain paramount. This section will lay the groundwork for understanding the
general principles that govern how to cite poetry under CMOS, setting the stage for more specific
examples and scenarios.

The Notes-and-Bibliography System for Poetry
Citations

The notes-and-bibliography system is favored in many humanities fields, including literary studies. It
uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text and a bibliography at the end of the work to
list all sources consulted. For poetry, this system requires careful attention to detail to distinguish
between the poem itself and the larger work in which it is found.

Citing an Individual Poem in a Collection

When citing an individual poem that is part of a larger collection authored by a single poet, the
citation should clearly identify the poem's title, the poet's name, the title of the collection, and the
relevant publication details. In a note, you would typically include the poem's title in quotation marks,
followed by the collection title in italics, the editor (if applicable, though less common for single-
author collections), the publisher, and the year of publication. Page numbers are essential for locating
the specific poem within the collection.

For example, a first footnote might look like this: “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” in T.S. Eliot,
The Waste Land and Other Poems (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2001), 12–15. The
bibliography entry would then follow a similar structure but might omit page numbers for the entire
collection unless specifically referencing a section.

Citing a Poem from an Anthology

Citing a poem from an anthology, which is a collection of works by multiple authors, requires
additional information. You must credit both the author of the poem and the editor(s) of the
anthology. The citation should first identify the poem and its author, then the anthology title and its
editor(s), followed by the publication information and page numbers.

A note for a poem in an anthology would typically appear as: “Because I could not stop for Death –”
by Emily Dickinson, in The Norton Anthology of Poetry, 5th ed., ed. Margaret Ferguson, Mary Jo Salter,
and Jon Stallworthy (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2005), 612. The bibliography entry would
list the anthology under the editors' names, often with the title of the anthology as the main entry if
editors are not emphasized.



Citing a Poem from a Standalone Volume

If a poem is published in a standalone volume dedicated solely to that poem or a specific sequence of
poems, the citation is more straightforward. The focus is on the poet and the specific volume. The
note would include the poem's title (if it's a distinct poem within a larger work) and the title of the
standalone volume, along with publication details.

For example, citing a section from Whitman's Leaves of Grass: “Song of Myself,” in Walt Whitman,
Leaves of Grass (New York: Penguin Books, 1999), 28. The bibliography entry would simply list
Whitman's Leaves of Grass with its publication details.

Using Line Numbers vs. Page Numbers in Poetry Citations

A crucial aspect of citing poetry is determining whether to use line numbers or page numbers. For
extensively studied poems or those published in editions that consistently number lines, line numbers
are often preferred as they provide a stable reference point across different editions. Many classic
poems, especially those with established critical traditions, are frequently cited by line number.
However, CMOS advises using page numbers as the primary reference unless line numbering is
clearly established and consistently used by the edition you are referencing.

When referring to line numbers, they are typically indicated after the page number or in place of it,
depending on the convention of the edition and the specific needs of your analysis. For instance, a
citation might look like: "The Raven," by Edgar Allan Poe, in The Complete Tales and Poems of Edgar
Allan Poe (New York: Vintage Books, 1992), 204, lines 1–4. Some scholars opt for a format that
prioritizes line numbers if they are consistently present and essential for the argument, such as: "The
Raven," lines 1–4, in Poe, Complete Tales and Poems, 204. Always be consistent within your
document.

The Author-Date System for Poetry Citations

The author-date system, often used in the social sciences and some natural sciences, is also a valid
option for citing poetry in academic writing, especially if it is the required style for a particular course
or journal. This system places parenthetical citations within the text, typically consisting of the
author's last name and the publication year, followed by page or line numbers. A reference list at the
end of the work provides full publication details.

Author-Date Citations for Poems

In the author-date system, a parenthetical citation for a poem would include the author's last name,
the year of publication of the collection or anthology you are using, and the page or line number. For
instance, if you are quoting from Dickinson's "Because I could not stop for Death" from the Norton
Anthology of Poetry published in 2005:



This might appear in your text as: Emily Dickinson’s speaker recognizes that "He kindly stopped for
me – / The Carriage held but just Ourselves – / And Immortality" (Dickinson 2005, 612). The
corresponding entry in your reference list would provide full bibliographic information for the
anthology.

Author-Date Citations for Poetry Collections

When citing multiple poems from the same collection by a single author, the parenthetical citations
will refer to that author and the year of the collection. The emphasis is on directing the reader to the
specific work and edition. For example, if referencing several poems from T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land
and Other Poems (Norton, 2001):

A quote might be cited as (Eliot 2001, 12). The reference list entry would detail Eliot's The Waste Land
and Other Poems, including the publisher and year.

Key Elements in Poetry Citations

Regardless of the citation system employed, certain core pieces of information are consistently
required when citing poetry. Accuracy and completeness in these elements are fundamental to
effective citation practices.

Author and Poem Title

The author's full name and the precise title of the poem are always the starting point. For individual
poems, titles are usually enclosed in quotation marks. If the poem is a standalone work in its own
volume, the title might be italicized, but for poems within collections or anthologies, quotation marks
are standard.

Collection Title and Editor

When citing a poem from a collection, the title of that collection is crucial. If the collection is edited by
someone other than the author of the poem (as in an anthology), the editor's name(s) must also be
included. Collection titles are generally italicized.

Publication Information

This includes the publisher's name, the place of publication, and the year the specific edition you are
using was published. This information helps readers locate the exact source material you consulted
and understand the context of its publication.



Line and Page Numbers

As discussed, line numbers are often preferred for poetry due to their precision, especially when
discussing specific phrasing or poetic devices. Page numbers are also essential for locating the poem
within the physical text. The convention for how line and page numbers are presented can vary
slightly, so consistency is key.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Poetry Citation

Citing poetry can present unique challenges, particularly with contemporary or unconventional poetic
forms. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance, but sometimes requires careful application
and judgment.

Citing Found Poetry and Experimental Forms

Found poetry, created from existing texts, and experimental forms that deviate from traditional
structures require careful attribution to both the original source of the found text and the poet who
recontextualized it. The citation should reflect this dual authorship or origin. For experimental layouts,
consider how best to represent the visual as well as the textual elements, perhaps through notes or
descriptive text accompanying the citation.

Citing Translations of Poetry

When citing a translated poem, it is essential to credit both the original poet and the translator. In
notes, you would typically mention the original poet first, followed by the translator and the translated
work. For example: "The Second Coming" by W.B. Yeats, trans. Seamus Heaney, in Opened Ground:
Selected Poems (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998), 215. The bibliography entry would also
reflect both names.

Citing Poetry from Online Sources

CMOS provides guidelines for citing digital resources. When citing poetry online, include as much
bibliographic information as is available (author, poem title, collection title if applicable, website
name, publisher, date of publication or last update, and a URL or DOI). If the poem is from a reputable
online literary journal or archive, treat it similarly to a print publication, but always include the access
date if the source is likely to change.



Tips for Accurate and Consistent Poetry Citation

Maintaining accuracy and consistency in your poetry citations is paramount. This involves careful
attention to detail and adherence to the chosen CMOS system throughout your document. Double-
checking all names, titles, publication dates, and page/line numbers is a vital step in the writing
process. Consistency in formatting, such as the placement of commas, the use of quotation marks,
and the italicization of titles, ensures a professional presentation.

When in doubt, consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or your instructor’s specific
guidelines. Developing a systematic approach to citation, perhaps by creating a template for common
source types, can greatly streamline the process. Ultimately, clear and accurate citations are a
hallmark of good scholarship and allow your readers to engage more fully with your analysis of poetic
works.

Q: What is the primary difference between citing poetry in the
notes-and-bibliography system versus the author-date system
in CMOS?
A: The primary difference lies in the placement and format of citations. In the notes-and-bibliography
system, citations appear as footnotes or endnotes within the text, providing detailed information that
is then summarized in a bibliography. In the author-date system, brief parenthetical citations are
embedded directly in the text, referencing the author and publication year, with full details provided
in a reference list at the end.

Q: Should I use line numbers or page numbers for citing
poetry according to Chicago style?
A: CMOS recommends using line numbers for poetry when they are consistently provided in the
edition you are using and are essential for your analysis, as they offer a stable reference across
different printings. If line numbers are not readily available or consistently applied, or if the edition
primarily relies on pagination, then page numbers should be used. Always be consistent in your
choice throughout your document.

Q: How do I cite a poem that has been translated from its
original language?
A: When citing a translated poem, you must credit both the original author and the translator. In the
notes-and-bibliography system, you would typically list the original author first, then the translator,
followed by the title of the translated work. The author-date system would similarly include both
names in the reference list and often the translator in the parenthetical citation if space allows or is
deemed necessary.



Q: What information is essential for citing a poem found in an
anthology?
A: To cite a poem from an anthology, you must include the poem's title, the poem's author, the
anthology's title, the anthology's editor(s), the publication information for the anthology (publisher,
place, and year), and the specific page numbers where the poem appears.

Q: How does Chicago style handle citing poetry from online
sources?
A: For online poetry, CMOS advises including as much bibliographic information as possible, such as
the author, poem title, collection title (if applicable), website name, publisher, publication date, and a
URL or DOI. It is also recommended to include the date you accessed the material, especially if the
online content is subject to change.

Q: Can I cite poetry using a combination of line and page
numbers?
A: Yes, CMOS permits the use of both line and page numbers, especially when a specific edition has
consistent line numbering. The format often involves presenting the page number followed by the line
numbers, or vice versa, depending on the edition's conventions and your analytical needs.
Consistency in your chosen method is key.

Q: How do I cite a poem that is part of a larger collection by
the same author?
A: When citing a poem from a single author's collection, you will cite the poem's title (in quotation
marks), the author's name, the collection's title (in italics), and the publication details, including page
numbers. The bibliography entry will then list the collection under the author's name.
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