chicago manual of style for citing
journal articles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a comprehensive guide for writing,
editing, and citation that is widely used in academic and professional
writing. When it comes to citing journal articles, the Chicago Manual of
Style offers clear guidelines for both footnote/endnote and author-date
citation systems, ensuring consistency and clarity for readers. This article
will delve into the intricacies of properly citing journal articles according
to CMOS, covering the essential components of a citation, variations for
different publication types, and the nuances of in-text citations and
bibliographies. Mastering these elements is crucial for academic integrity
and for effectively communicating your research sources.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Citing Journal Articles

The Chicago Manual of Style for citing journal articles provides a robust
framework for academic and scholarly communication. It aims to equip writers
with the tools to clearly and accurately attribute their sources, thereby
upholding academic integrity and enabling readers to locate the original
works. The CMOS offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. Both systems are designed to be thorough,
but they differ in their presentation and application within a document. This



article will explore these systems in detail, focusing specifically on how to
cite journal articles, a common and vital source type in scholarly research.

Navigating the complexities of scholarly citation can be daunting, but by
understanding the foundational principles of the Chicago Manual of Style,
writers can develop a confident approach to referencing journal articles.
Whether you are working on a history paper, a scientific research article, or
a humanities essay, adhering to CMOS guidelines for journal citations will
enhance the credibility and professionalism of your work. We will break down
the essential elements of a citation, explore common variations, and offer
practical advice to help you avoid frequent errors.

Core Components of a Journal Article Citation
in CMOS

Regardless of the citation system employed (notes-bibliography or author-
date), a complete citation for a journal article in the Chicago Manual of
Style typically includes several key pieces of information. These components
work together to uniquely identify the source and allow a reader to find it.
Understanding each part is fundamental to constructing accurate citations,
whether in footnotes, endnotes, or bibliographies.

Essential Elements for Journal Article Citations

When citing a journal article using the Chicago Manual of Style, several core
pieces of information are indispensable. These elements are consistent across
both major citation systems but are arranged differently.

e Author(s) name(s): The full name(s) of the author(s) as they appear on
the article.

e Article title: The complete title of the journal article.

e Journal title: The full title of the journal in which the article was
published.

e Volume number: The specific volume of the journal.
e Issue number: The specific issue within the volume, if applicable.

e Publication date: The year of publication, and sometimes the month or
season for certain journals.

e Page numbers: The specific page range where the article appears in the
journal.

e DOI (Digital Object Identifier): If available, the DOI is a persistent



link to the article, especially crucial for online sources.

The Footnote/Endnote System for Citing Journal
Articles

The notes-bibliography system, often referred to as the footnote or endnote
system, is widely favored in fields like history, literature, and the arts.
This system uses numbered notes, either at the bottom of the page (footnotes)
or at the end of the document (endnotes), to cite sources. The corresponding
bibliography at the end of the work provides a complete list of all sources
consulted.

In-Text Footnotes

In-text citations in the notes-bibliography system are indicated by
superscript Arabic numerals placed at the end of a sentence or clause,
immediately after punctuation. These numerals correspond to a numbered note
containing the citation details. When you first cite a source, the note
provides full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same
source use a shortened form.

Full Note

The initial note for a journal article in the notes-bibliography system
should include all necessary bibliographic details. The format for a journal
article in a full note typically follows this structure: Author First Name
Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Publication
Year): Page number(s). For example: Jane Doe, "The Impact of Social Media on
Political Discourse," Journal of Communication Studies 25, no. 3 (2022):
45-67.

Subsequent Note

For any subsequent citations of the same journal article within the same
document, a shortened note format is used. This saves space and avoids
repetition while still clearly identifying the source. The shortened note
usually includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the article
title (if needed for clarity when citing multiple works by the same author),
and the specific page number(s) being referenced. For instance: Doe, "Social
Media," 52.



The Author-Date System for Citing Journal
Articles

The author-date system, commonly used in social sciences and some natural
sciences, presents in-text citations as parenthetical references consisting
of the author's last name and the publication year. A comprehensive
bibliography listing all cited sources is provided at the end of the
document.

In-Text Citations

In the author-date system, an in-text citation appears within the body of
your text, enclosed in parentheses. It typically includes the author's last
name and the year of publication. If you are referring to a specific part of
the article, you may also include the page number. For example: (Doe 2022) or
(Doe 2022, 45). This system allows readers to quickly see the source and its
publication date, aiding them in contextualizing the information presented.

Bibliography Entries

The bibliography section in the author-date system provides a complete
alphabetical listing of all sources cited in the document. The format for a
journal article in a bibliography entry is generally: Author Last Name, First
Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page numbers. If a
DOI is available, it should be included. For example: Doe, Jane. 2022. "The
Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Communication
Studies 25 (3): 45-67. d0i:10.1000/jcs.2022.0001.

Specific Scenarios in Chicago Style Journal
Article Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style for citing journal articles addresses a variety
of situations that deviate from the standard format, ensuring comprehensive
guidance for writers. These specific scenarios often arise with articles that
have multiple authors, lack a clear author, or are accessed through digital
means.

Journal Articles with Multiple Authors

When a journal article has two or three authors, all authors' names are
included in the citation. For works with four or more authors, Chicago style
typically lists the first author's name followed by "et al." in the notes,



but includes all authors in the bibliography. However, recent editions of
CMOS offer flexibility, allowing for "et al." in the bibliography as well, if
desired for brevity. Always consult the latest edition of the manual for the
most current recommendations.

e Notes-bibliography (for three authors): First Name Last Name, First Name
Last Name, and First Name Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s).

e Notes-bibliography (for four or more authors, first note): First Name
Last Name et al., "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page(s).

e Author-date (for three authors): Last Name, First Name, First Name Last
Name, and First Name Last Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title
Volume (Issue): Page(s).

e Author-date (for four or more authors): Last Name, First Name, et al.
Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page(s).

Journal Articles with No Author

In instances where a journal article is published without a named author, the
citation begins with the title of the article. This principle applies to both
the notes-bibliography and author-date systems. The article title then serves
as the primary identifier, followed by the journal title and publication
details. This ensures that the source is still clearly identifiable and
retrievable.

Journal Articles with a DOI

The Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a unique alphanumeric string that
serves as a persistent identifier for an electronic document. Including the
DOI in your citation is highly recommended, especially for online journal
articles, as it provides a stable link that is less likely to break than a
URL. In both CMOS systems, the DOI is typically placed at the end of the
citation, often preceded by "doi:".

Journal Articles from Online Databases

When retrieving journal articles from online databases (like JSTOR, Project
MUSE, or academic search engines), you should generally include the DOI if
one is provided. If no DOI is available, you may include the name of the
database and a stable URL, but the DOI is preferred for its persistence.
Ensure that the URL is directly linked to the article, not just the database
homepage.



Journal Articles with Specific Sections (e.g.,
Letters to the Editor)

For articles that are part of a specific section within a journal, such as
letters to the editor or book reviews, you should clearly indicate this in
your citation. For letters to the editor, the citation might include the word
"letter" after the article title or in the description of the content. This
helps the reader understand the nature of the source material accurately.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in CMOS
Journal Article Citation

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style for citing journal articles requires
meticulous attention to detail. Avoiding common errors and adopting best
practices will ensure the accuracy and credibility of your research.
Consistency in formatting and thorough proofreading are paramount.

Ensuring Accuracy in Citations

One of the most crucial aspects of scholarly writing is the accuracy of your
citations. Double-check all details against the original source: author
names, article titles, journal titles, volume and issue numbers, publication
dates, and page ranges. Inaccuracies can lead to confusion for your readers
and may undermine the perceived reliability of your work. Always treat your
sources with respect by representing them faithfully in your citations.

Maintaining Consistency

Consistency is a hallmark of professional academic writing. Whether you are
using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, apply the
chosen format uniformly throughout your document. This includes the
capitalization of titles, the use of punctuation, and the placement of
citation elements. Inconsistent formatting can be distracting and detract
from the overall clarity and professionalism of your paper. If you are unsure
about a specific formatting rule, refer to the latest edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style.

Proofreading Your Citations

After you have completed your writing and citations, dedicate time to
thoroughly proofread your footnotes, endnotes, and bibliography. Look for
typographical errors, grammatical mistakes, and inconsistencies in
formatting. Reading your citations aloud can sometimes help you catch errors
that your eyes might otherwise miss. A final review by a peer or colleague



can also be invaluable in identifying any oversights.

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style for citing journal articles is an
ongoing process that rewards diligence and practice. By understanding the
core components, differentiating between the two citation systems, and being
mindful of specific scenarios and best practices, writers can confidently and
accurately represent their sources. This attention to detail not only upholds
academic integrity but also significantly enhances the clarity and
accessibility of your research for your audience.

Q: What is the fundamental difference between the
notes-bibliography and author-date systems in
Chicago style for journal articles?

A: The fundamental difference lies in their presentation within the text. The
notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations,
with a full bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses
parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year) and a corresponding reference
list at the end.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with three
authors in a Chicago style footnote?

A: In a footnote, you would list the authors in the order they appear on the
article, with the first author's name in first name last name format,
followed by subsequent authors in the same format. For example: John Smith,
Jane Doe, and Robert Johnson, "An Interesting Study," Journal of Findings 10,
no. 2 (2023): 115.

Q: What is the correct way to format a journal
article with four or more authors in the author-date
bibliography under Chicago style?

A: In the author-date bibliography, for four or more authors, you list the
first author's name followed by "et al." For example: Smith, John, et al.
2023. "An Interesting Study." Journal of Findings 10 (2): 115-130.

Q: Should I include the page number in an in-text
citation for a journal article using the Chicago
author-date system?

A: Including the page number in an author-date in-text citation is optional
but recommended if you are referring to a specific passage or quotation. The
format would be (Smith 2023, 120).



Q: What is a DOI and why is it important when citing
journal articles in Chicago style?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique, persistent identifier for
electronic documents. It's crucial because it provides a stable link to the
journal article, ensuring that readers can locate the source even if URLs
change. It's typically included at the end of the citation.

Q: How do I cite a journal article that I found
through an online database like JSTOR in Chicago
style?

A: If a DOI is available, include it. If not, you can cite the journal
article as usual and then include the name of the database and a stable URL
for the article. For example, in a note: John Smith, "An Interesting Study,"
Journal of Findings 10, no. 2 (2023): 115, accessed [Date], [URL from
Database].

Q: What if a journal article has no author listed?
How do I cite it in Chicago style?

A: If a journal article has no author, begin the citation with the title of
the article. This applies to both footnote/endnote and author-date systems.
The title then functions as the entry's primary identifier.

Q: How do I handle subsequent citations of the same
journal article in the notes-bibliography system?

A: For subsequent citations of the same journal article, use a shortened note
format. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version
of the article title (if necessary for clarity), and the specific page number
being referenced. For example: Smith, "Interesting Study," 125.
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