chicago manual of style for citing
books with prefaces

chicago manual of style for citing books with prefaces is a critical aspect
of academic and professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and
allowing readers to locate sources. Navigating the specific requirements for
referencing a preface can sometimes feel intricate, but understanding the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) guidelines makes this process straightforward.
This article will delve into the comprehensive details of how to cite books
with prefaces according to CMOS, covering both notes-bibliography and author-
date systems. We will explore the placement of the preface, the essential
bibliographic information required, and specific examples for clarity.
Whether you're dealing with a newly published work or a classic text,
mastering these citation nuances will enhance the credibility and accuracy of
your research.
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Understanding the Preface in Citation

The preface of a book holds a unique position. Often written by someone other
than the primary author, or by the author to provide context, background, or
a personal introduction to the work, it requires specific attention when
citing. In academic and scholarly contexts, accurately acknowledging the
preface is crucial for several reasons. It provides readers with the exact
location of the information being referenced and also credits the individual
who penned the introductory remarks, respecting their contribution to the
overall publication.

The Chicago Manual of Style recognizes the distinct nature of a preface and
provides clear guidelines on how to incorporate it into your citations.
Unlike a standard chapter or section, a preface typically precedes the main
body of the text and may have its own pagination, often in Roman numerals.
Understanding this distinction is the first step in correctly citing it.

Identifying Key Bibliographic Details for



Prefaces

Before you can accurately cite a preface, you need to gather all the
necessary bibliographic information. This information allows your reader to
find the exact source you are referring to, making your work verifiable and
robust. The core elements required are generally consistent with citing a
whole book, but with specific attention to the preface itself.

Essential Information for Preface Citations

The following details are crucial for properly citing a book preface:

e The name of the author of the preface (if different from the main
author).

e The title of the preface (if it has one, though it often does not and is
referred to as "preface").

e The title of the book.
e The name of the main author(s) of the book.

e Publication details, including the place of publication, publisher, and
year of publication.

e The page number(s) on which the preface appears.

Sometimes, the preface is written by the main author. In such cases, you will
still cite the preface separately if you are referencing a specific point
made within it, as the preface serves a distinct purpose from the main text.
Always consult the book itself to identify who wrote the preface and its
exact location.

Citing Prefaces in the Notes-Bibliography
System

The notes-bibliography system is widely used in the humanities and offers a
flexible approach to citation. When citing a preface in this system, you will
use footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at the end
of your work to list all sources.

Footnote/Endnote Citations for Prefaces

The format for a footnote or endnote citation for a preface generally



includes the preface author's name (first name first), the word "preface,"
the book's title (italicized), the main author's name (last name first),
publication details, and the specific page number(s) of the preface.

For example:

1. Jane Doe, preface to The Art of Writing, by John Smith, 45-52 (New York:
Penguin Books, 2023).

If the preface is by the main author, you would structure it slightly
differently:

2. John Smith, preface to The Art of Writing, 45-52 (New York: Penguin Books,
2023).

Bibliography Entries for Prefaces

In the bibliography, the order of names is reversed (last name first) for the
preface author if they are different from the main author. The preface is
listed as part of the book's overall entry.

Example when preface author is different:

Doe, Jane. Preface to The Art of Writing, by John Smith, 45-52. New York:
Penguin Books, 2023.

Example when preface author is the same as the main author:

Smith, John. Preface to The Art of Writing, 45-52. New York: Penguin Books,
2023.

It is crucial to be consistent with your formatting and to include all the
necessary elements to ensure clarity and accuracy in your citations.

Citing Prefaces in the Author-Date System

The author-date system, more common in the social sciences and natural
sciences, requires in-text citations that include the author's last name and
the year of publication, along with a page number when quoting directly or
paraphrasing specific ideas. A corresponding reference list is provided at
the end of the work.

In-Text Citations for Prefaces

When citing a preface in the author-date system, you will typically include
the author of the preface (if applicable), the year of publication, and the
page number within parentheses in the text.

If the preface is by a different author:
(Doe 2023, 48)

If the preface is by the main author:
(Smith 2023, 49)



Reference List Entries for Prefaces

The reference list entry will contain the same information as the
bibliography entry in the notes-bibliography system, but the publication date
is placed immediately after the author's name.

Example when preface author is different:

Doe, Jane. 2023. Preface to The Art of Writing, by John Smith, 45-52. New
York: Penguin Books.

Example when preface author is the same as the main author:

Smith, John. 2023. Preface to The Art of Writing, 45-52. New York: Penguin
Books.

Ensuring the reference list entry corresponds precisely with the in-text
citation is paramount for the author-date system.

Special Considerations for Prefaces

While the general rules for citing prefaces are clear, there are a few
specific scenarios that warrant additional attention to ensure your citations
are precise and adhere to the Chicago Manual of Style.

Prefaces Without Page Numbers

Occasionally, a preface might not have traditional page numbering, especially
in older texts or certain digital formats. In such cases, you might need to
refer to the section by its chapter number or another identifying marker if
available. However, for standard publications, page numbers are expected.

Prefaces Written in a Foreign Language

If the preface is in a language other than the primary language of your work,
and you are referencing it, you should still cite it as you normally would.
If you are quoting from it, provide the original quote followed by an English
translation, or vice-versa, depending on the context of your writing.

Multiple Prefaces

Some books may have more than one preface, such as an original preface and a
new preface for a later edition. In these instances, you must clearly
distinguish which preface you are citing by noting the edition and the
specific author of that preface.

For example:

e Jane Doe, preface to The Art of Writing, introduction to the 1985



edition, by John Smith (New York: Vintage Books, 2000).

e John Smith, preface to the first edition of The Art of Writing (New
York: Penguin Books, 1970).

These nuanced situations highlight the importance of carefully examining your
source material and applying the Chicago Manual of Style with diligence.

The meticulous process of citing a preface, whether in the notes-bibliography
or author-date system, underscores the commitment to scholarly integrity and
accuracy that the Chicago Manual of Style champions. By understanding and
applying these guidelines, writers can effectively attribute contributions
and provide readers with the precise pathways to their sources, thereby
strengthening the foundation of their research and written work.

FAQ: Chicago Manual of Style for Citing Books with
Prefaces

Q: How do I cite a preface if it is written by the
main author of the book?

A: If the preface is written by the main author, you still cite it separately
if you are referencing specific content within the preface. In the notes-
bibliography system, the footnote/endnote would be structured as: John Smith,
preface to Book Title, page numbers (City: Publisher, Year). In the
bibliography, it would be: Smith, John. Preface to Book Title, page numbers.
City: Publisher, Year. In the author-date system, the in-text citation would
be (Smith Year, page number), and the reference list entry would be: Smith,
John. Year. Preface to Book Title, page numbers. City: Publisher.

Q: What if the preface has its own title, not just
"Preface"?

A: If the preface has a specific title, you should include that title in your
citation. For example, in a footnote: Jane Doe, "A Word to the Reader,"
preface to Book Title, by John Smith, pages (City: Publisher, Year). In the
bibliography: Doe, Jane. "A Word to the Reader." Preface to Book Title, by
John Smith, pages. City: Publisher, Year.



Q: Should I use Roman numerals or Arabic numerals
for preface page numbers in my citation?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally prefers Arabic numerals for page
numbers in both notes and the bibliography/reference list. However, if the
preface itself is paginated with Roman numerals, you should cite those Roman
numerals as they appear in the source. For example: Jane Doe, preface to Book
Title, i-v (City: Publisher, Year).

Q: How do I cite a preface in a reprinted edition of
a book?

A: For a reprinted edition, you need to specify which edition's preface you
are citing. For example, in a footnote: Jane Doe, preface to Book Title,
introduction to the 1995 edition, by John Smith, pages (City: Publisher,
Year). In the bibliography: Doe, Jane. Preface to Book Title. Introduction to
the 1995 edition, by John Smith, pages. City: Publisher, Year.

Q: What if the book has an introduction written by
someone other than the author and a preface written
by the author?

A: You would cite them separately. The introduction by a secondary author
would be treated as an introduction, and the preface by the main author would
be cited as a preface, ensuring you clearly distinguish between the two in
your notes and bibliography/reference list.

Q: Can I just cite the whole book and ignore the
preface if I only reference it briefly?

A: While sometimes acceptable for very general references, it is best
practice to cite the preface specifically if you are referencing content or
ideas presented within it. This provides greater accuracy and allows your
reader to pinpoint the exact source of your information, enhancing the
credibility of your work.
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