
chicago manual of style for citing
books with preface from reader
chicago manual of style for citing books with preface from reader can seem
daunting, especially when encountering less common elements like a preface
that is specifically sourced from a reader's contribution. Understanding the
nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is crucial for academic and
professional writing, ensuring accuracy and proper attribution. This article
will demystify the process of citing books that feature such prefaces,
guiding you through the essential components of Chicago style citations. We
will explore the foundational principles of CMOS citation, the specific
considerations for prefatory material, and how to integrate reader-
contributed prefaces into your bibliographical entries. Whether you're
working on a research paper, a thesis, or any scholarly work, mastering these
citation techniques will enhance your credibility and adherence to academic
standards.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation
Fundamentals

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that
offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. For citing books with prefatory material,
particularly those involving reader contributions, the notes-bibliography
system is often preferred due to its flexibility in accommodating detailed
bibliographical information within footnotes or endnotes. This system
requires a full citation in the first note and subsequent abridged versions
for repeated references, culminating in a comprehensive bibliography at the
end of the work.



The core components of any Chicago style citation, whether for a book,
article, or other source, include the author's name, the title of the work,
publication details such as the publisher and year, and page numbers for
specific references. When dealing with elements like prefaces, the objective
is to provide readers with enough information to locate the exact source
material without ambiguity. Precision in capturing authorial attribution and
the specific part of the book being referenced is paramount.

For book citations, the general format in the bibliography typically follows:
Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City: Publisher, Year.

In footnotes or endnotes, the format usually begins with: First Name Last
Name, Title of Book (City: Publisher, Year), page number(s).

These fundamental structures serve as the bedrock upon which more complex
citations, such as those involving prefatory material, are built. The key is
to adapt these basics to include the specific nature of the source material
being cited.

The Role and Citation of Prefatory Material

Prefaces, forewords, introductions, and epilogues are all considered
prefatory material. These sections often provide context, background, or a
personal perspective that may be crucial for understanding the main body of
the work. In academic writing, it is essential to acknowledge and cite these
parts of a book accurately, especially when they contribute significantly to
an argument or provide unique insights. CMOS provides specific guidelines for
handling these elements within citations.

When citing prefatory material, the primary consideration is distinguishing
it from the main text. The author of the preface may be different from the
author of the main work, which adds another layer of complexity to the
citation. Furthermore, prefatory sections are often paginated differently,
sometimes using Roman numerals instead of Arabic numerals. This distinction
in pagination is vital for accurate citation.

Distinguishing Prefaces and Their Authors

A preface is typically written by the author of the main work to introduce
the book's purpose, scope, or genesis. However, a foreword is usually written
by someone other than the main author, often an expert in the field, to offer
an endorsement or a broader perspective. When a preface is contributed by a
reader, it suggests a unique scenario, perhaps a collection of responses or
an introductory essay written in response to a specific edition or a
collective engagement with the text.



Identifying the author of the preface is the first step. If the preface is by
the main author, it will be cited under their name. If it's by a different
individual, that individual's name will be credited in the citation. The
distinction becomes critical when the preface itself is a significant piece
of writing, like a reader's commissioned or unsolicited contribution that
forms an integral part of the book's introductory apparatus.

Citing Prefaces in Footnotes and Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, when citing a preface, you generally
include the name of the preface author (if different from the main author),
followed by "preface," the title of the preface (if it has one, though often
it does not), and then the book's publication details, including the page
number where the preface begins or the specific page being referenced.

For example, if John Smith wrote the main book and Jane Doe wrote the
preface:

1. Jane Doe, preface to The Art of Reading, by John Smith (New York:
Acme Publishing, 2023), ix.

If the preface is by the main author, John Smith:

2. John Smith, preface to The Art of Reading (New York: Acme Publishing,
2023), vii.

Note the use of Roman numerals for the preface pagination. The title of the
main book is italicized, and the author of the main book is noted as "by
[First Name Last Name]" when the preface author is different.

Citing Prefaces in the Bibliography

In the bibliography, prefatory material is usually listed under the author of
the preface. If the preface author is the same as the main author, the entry
is listed under that author's name, and the preface is mentioned as part of
the book's description, often indicating the relevant page range.

If Jane Doe wrote the preface and John Smith wrote the book:

Doe, Jane. Preface to The Art of Reading, by John Smith. New York: Acme
Publishing, 2023.



If John Smith wrote both the preface and the book:

Smith, John. The Art of Reading. New York: Acme Publishing, 2023.
(Preface begins on page vii).

The key is to clearly indicate that you are referencing the preface and to
provide the necessary authorial and publication details for locating it
within the book.

Handling Reader-Contributed Prefaces in
Citations

A preface from a reader represents a unique situation. This could occur in
edited collections where readers' responses have been incorporated, or in
certain niche publications where a preface is specifically crafted by an
active member of the readership to offer a particular perspective. The
principle remains the same: attribute the preface to its author and describe
its nature accurately.

Identifying the Nature of a Reader-Contributed
Preface

Before citing, it's essential to understand what this "preface from reader"
signifies. Is it a single reader's essay? Is it a collection of reader
comments compiled into a preface? The title of this section within the book
will be your primary clue. It might be labeled "A Reader's Introduction,"
"Foreword by a Reader," or something similar. The author of this preface will
also be clearly identified.

For instance, if a book on a popular novel includes a preface written by a
prominent fan or critic who identifies themselves as a long-time reader of
the work, that individual is the author of the preface. The citation must
reflect this. If it's a compilation, the editor of that compilation would be
the "author" of that prefatory section for citation purposes.

Footnote and Endnote Citation for Reader Prefaces

The structure for citing a reader-contributed preface is similar to citing
any other preface, emphasizing the author of the preface and its role within



the larger work.

Consider a hypothetical book titled Reflections on the Classic, where the
preface is written by a noted reader named Eleanor Vance:

3. Eleanor Vance, preface, in Reflections on the Classic (London:
Oakhaven Press, 2022), iii.

Here, "preface" is used as a descriptive term for the section, and the
contribution of the main author (if different and known) would be handled as
in other preface citations. If the preface is a collection of reader
contributions edited by someone, say, Mark Jenkins, the citation would
reflect Jenkins as the author of that section.

4. Mark Jenkins, "A Reader's Perspective," preface to Reflections on the
Classic (London: Oakhaven Press, 2022), iv.

The title of the preface (if present) is enclosed in quotation marks, and
"preface" clarifies its function. The main book's title is italicized, and
its authors or editors are noted accordingly.

Bibliography Entry for Reader Prefaces

In the bibliography, the entry will be listed under the name of the
individual who authored or compiled the reader-contributed preface. The
format will mirror standard preface citation practices.

For Eleanor Vance's preface:

Vance, Eleanor. Preface. In Reflections on the Classic. London: Oakhaven
Press, 2022.

For Mark Jenkins' edited preface:

Jenkins, Mark. "A Reader's Perspective." Preface to Reflections on the
Classic. London: Oakhaven Press, 2022.

The crucial distinction is ensuring that the author of the preface,
regardless of their role as a "reader," is credited appropriately. This
upholds the principle of attribution that is fundamental to academic



integrity and Chicago style.

Navigating Specific Challenges in Citing
Prefaces

Citing prefatory material, especially when it deviates from the norm, can
present unique challenges. These often revolve around unusual pagination,
multiple contributors to the prefatory sections, or situations where the
distinction between preface and introduction blurs.

Unusual Pagination and Formatting

As mentioned, prefatory material frequently uses Roman numerals (i, ii, iii,
etc.) for pagination, while the main text uses Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3,
etc.). It is vital to accurately record which numbering system is being used
and the specific page number. If a preface spans both systems (though rare),
you would cite the page number in the system relevant to where your reference
falls.

In CMOS, when a preface is cited in a note, the page number follows the
publication information, preceded by a comma: `... (City: Publisher, Year),
page number.`

If the preface has a title, it is enclosed in quotation marks. If it does not
have a title, only the word "preface" (or "foreword," "introduction," etc.)
is used.

Multiple Contributors to Prefatory Material

Some books might feature a foreword by one person, a preface by the author,
and perhaps an introduction by an editor. Each of these would be cited
distinctly, crediting the respective author. The notes-bibliography system
excels here, allowing for precise attribution of each component.

For example, if a book has a foreword by Alice Smith and a preface by the
author, Robert Jones:

5. Alice Smith, foreword to The History of Everything (Boston: Beacon
Press, 2021), vii.

6. Robert Jones, preface to The History of Everything (Boston: Beacon
Press, 2021), xv.



In the bibliography, these would appear as separate entries, typically under
the respective authors' names, clearly indicating the nature of their
contribution.

When citing prefatory material, always refer to the most current edition of
The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance, as subtle changes and
clarifications can occur between editions.

By meticulously following these guidelines, writers can confidently cite
books with reader-contributed prefaces, ensuring their work is both accurate
and compliant with the rigorous standards of Chicago style. This attention to
detail not only avoids plagiarism but also enhances the scholarly integrity
of your research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a preface
and an introduction in Chicago style citation?
A: In Chicago style, a preface is typically written by the author of the main
work to discuss the book's background or purpose. An introduction, while also
serving to introduce the work, can sometimes be written by someone other than
the main author and might offer a broader contextual or analytical overview.
When citing, the label used in the book (preface, foreword, introduction)
should be retained in the citation.

Q: How do I cite a preface that is paginated with
Roman numerals in Chicago style?
A: When citing a preface with Roman numeral pagination in the notes-
bibliography system, you simply include the Roman numeral page number after
the publication details, for example, `(City: Publisher, Year), iii.` The
bibliography entry would omit the page number unless it's essential for
clarity in distinguishing multiple works by the same author.

Q: What if the reader-contributed preface has no
specific title?
A: If a reader-contributed preface lacks a specific title, you would simply
use the word "preface" as a descriptor in your citation. For example, in a
footnote: `[Name of Reader], preface, in [Title of Book] ([Publication
Details]), [Page Number].` In the bibliography: `[Last Name, First Name].
Preface. In [Title of Book]. [Publication Details].`



Q: Can I cite a reader's contribution that isn't
explicitly called a "preface" but functions
similarly?
A: Yes, if a reader's contribution functions as an introductory element to a
book but is titled differently (e.g., "A Reader's Note," "Foreword by a
Fan"), you should use the title as it appears in the book within quotation
marks, followed by the descriptor "preface" or the actual term used in the
book to clarify its role. For example: `[Name], "A Reader's Note," preface,
in [Title of Book]...`

Q: How should I handle a reader-contributed preface
in my bibliography if it's the only part of the book
I'm referencing?
A: Even if you only reference the reader-contributed preface, your
bibliography entry should cite the entire book. The entry will then indicate
the specific prefatory contribution. For instance, if the preface is by Jane
Doe, the bibliography entry would begin with `Doe, Jane.` followed by the
description of her contribution and the book's details.

Q: What if the reader-contributed preface is an
essay within an edited collection, and I'm citing
the entire collection?
A: If you are citing the entire collection, the main citation would be for
the editor and the collection as a whole. However, if your focus is
specifically on the reader's preface as a distinct contribution, you would
cite it individually under the reader's name, treating it as a preface to the
larger work, while also ensuring the overall work is cataloged in your
bibliography.

Q: Is it acceptable to abbreviate "preface" in
Chicago style citations?
A: Chicago style generally advises against abbreviating terms like "preface"
in formal citations unless specific, established abbreviations are used for
certain journal or publication types. For clarity and adherence to standards,
it is best to write out "preface" in full.

Q: How do I cite a preface written by multiple
readers?
A: If a preface is a compilation of contributions from multiple readers and



is presented as a single prefatory unit, you would typically cite it under
the name of the person who compiled or edited that section, if such an editor
is identified. If not, you might attribute it to the collection itself,
perhaps under the main author or editor of the book, with a note about its
reader-contributed nature. CMOS guidelines for edited works would apply here.
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