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The Chicago Manual of Style for Citing Books with Multiple Authors: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style for citing books with multiple authors presents a structured approach
to academic referencing, crucial for maintaining scholarly integrity and allowing readers to locate
sources accurately. Whether you're dealing with two authors, three or more, or even an edited
volume with numerous contributors, understanding the nuances of Chicago-style citations is
paramount. This guide will delve into the intricacies of citing books with multiple authors according to
the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style, covering both the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. We will explore common scenarios, address frequently encountered
challenges, and provide clear, actionable advice to ensure your citations are both compliant and
effective. Mastering these citation rules is a vital skill for students, researchers, and anyone engaged
in academic writing, guaranteeing credibility and preventing plagiarism.

Table of Contents
Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date
Citing Books with Two Authors
Citing Books with Three or Four Authors
Citing Books with Five or More Authors
Citing Edited Books with Multiple Editors
Variations and Special Cases in Chicago Style Book Citations
Practical Tips for Accurate Chicago Style Citations

Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. Both are widely accepted in academic disciplines, but their
application and presentation differ significantly, especially when dealing with works featuring multiple
authors. The choice between these two systems often depends on the specific field of study or the
requirements of a particular publisher or institution. Understanding these fundamental differences is
the first step toward correctly citing any source, including books with multiple authors.

The notes-bibliography system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text,
accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This system is favored in
humanities disciplines like literature, history, and the arts. It allows for detailed annotations and
digressions within the notes themselves, offering flexibility. In contrast, the author-date system uses
parenthetical citations within the text that include the author's last name and the year of publication,
which correspond to an entry in a reference list at the end of the document. This method is prevalent
in social sciences and some natural sciences, prioritizing brevity and direct source attribution within
the narrative flow.



Citing Books with Two Authors

When a book is co-authored by two individuals, the Chicago Manual of Style requires that both
authors' names be included in the citation. The order of the names should match their appearance on
the title page of the book. This consistency is vital for accurate source identification.

Notes-Bibliography System for Two Authors

In the notes-bibliography system, the first note for a book with two authors will typically include both
names, followed by the book title, publication information, and page number if applicable. Subsequent
notes referencing the same work can be shortened. The bibliography entry will also list both authors
in the same order as on the title page.

First Note Example: John Smith and Jane Doe, The Art of Citation (Chicago: University Press,
2020), 45.

Bibliography Example: Smith, John, and Jane Doe. The Art of Citation. Chicago: University
Press, 2020.

Author-Date System for Two Authors

For the author-date system, the in-text citation will include both authors' last names and the year of
publication. The corresponding entry in the reference list will mirror the format used in the notes-
bibliography system for the bibliography entry.

In-Text Citation Example: (Smith and Doe 2020, 45)

Reference List Example: Smith, John, and Jane Doe. 2020. The Art of Citation. Chicago:
University Press.

Citing Books with Three or Four Authors

The treatment of books with three or four authors in Chicago style becomes slightly more streamlined
in the notes-bibliography system, particularly in subsequent citations. However, the initial citation and
the bibliography/reference list require careful attention to detail.



Notes-Bibliography System for Three or Four Authors

For the first note or citation, all authors should be listed. However, for subsequent notes, the first
author's last name is followed by "et al." This abbreviation, meaning "and others," is a standard
practice to avoid excessive length in notes.

First Note Example: Robert Johnson, Emily Davis, and Michael Brown, Literary Movements in
the Modern Age (New York: Academic Publishing, 2018), 112.

Subsequent Note Example: Johnson et al., Literary Movements, 150.

Bibliography Example: Johnson, Robert, Emily Davis, and Michael Brown. Literary Movements
in the Modern Age. New York: Academic Publishing, 2018.

Author-Date System for Three or Four Authors

In the author-date system, the in-text citation follows a similar pattern to the notes-bibliography
system. The first mention in the text will list all authors, but subsequent mentions will use "et al." The
reference list entry, however, will always list all authors.

In-Text Citation Example (First Mention): (Johnson, Davis, and Brown 2018, 112)

In-Text Citation Example (Subsequent Mention): (Johnson et al. 2018, 150)

Reference List Example: Johnson, Robert, Emily Davis, and Michael Brown. 2018. Literary
Movements in the Modern Age. New York: Academic Publishing.

Citing Books with Five or More Authors

When a book has five or more authors, Chicago style simplifies the process considerably by allowing
the use of "et al." from the very first citation. This convention is applied consistently across both the
notes-bibliography and author-date systems for the in-text or note citations.

Notes-Bibliography System for Five or More Authors

For books with a large number of authors, you will list the first author's last name followed by "et al."
in both the initial note and any subsequent notes. The bibliography entry, however, still requires
listing all authors' names. This is a crucial distinction to remember for maintaining accuracy in your
full bibliography.



Note Example: Sarah Lee, David Kim, Emily Chen, Robert Garcia, Maria Rodriguez, et al.,
Global Economic Trends (London: International Press, 2019), 78.

Bibliography Example: Lee, Sarah, David Kim, Emily Chen, Robert Garcia, Maria Rodriguez,
and Kenji Tanaka. Global Economic Trends. London: International Press, 2019.

Author-Date System for Five or More Authors

Similarly, in the author-date system, the in-text citation for works with five or more authors will
always use "et al." following the first author's last name. The reference list will list all authors, just as
in the notes-bibliography system, ensuring complete attribution.

In-Text Citation Example: (Lee et al. 2019, 78)

Reference List Example: Lee, Sarah, David Kim, Emily Chen, Robert Garcia, Maria Rodriguez,
and Kenji Tanaka. 2019. Global Economic Trends. London: International Press.

Citing Edited Books with Multiple Editors

Edited books present a unique challenge because they feature editors rather than authors in the
primary authorship position. The way you cite them depends on whether the editors are responsible
for the entire work or if you are citing a specific chapter within the edited volume, which would then
involve the chapter author.

Notes-Bibliography System for Edited Books

When citing the entire edited book, you will list the editors. If there are two editors, both are listed.
For three or more editors, you list the first editor followed by "et al." in the notes, but all editors are
listed in the bibliography.

Note Example (Two Editors): Edited by Mark Adams and Susan Bell, Perspectives on Modern
Literature (Boston: Beacon Books, 2021), 210.

Note Example (Three or More Editors): Edited by Paul Green, Lisa White, and David Black,
Studies in Social Psychology (New York: Psychology Press, 2017), 55.

Bibliography Example (Two Editors): Adams, Mark, and Susan Bell, eds. Perspectives on
Modern Literature. Boston: Beacon Books, 2021.

Bibliography Example (Three or More Editors): Green, Paul, Lisa White, David Black, and
Sarah Adams, eds. Studies in Social Psychology. New York: Psychology Press, 2017.



Author-Date System for Edited Books

In the author-date system, the in-text citation for an edited book will typically include the first editor's
last name and the year. The reference list will list all editors.

In-Text Citation Example (Two Editors): (Adams and Bell 2021, 210)

In-Text Citation Example (Three or More Editors): (Green et al. 2017, 55)

Reference List Example (Two Editors): Adams, Mark, and Susan Bell, eds. 2021.
Perspectives on Modern Literature. Boston: Beacon Books.

Reference List Example (Three or More Editors): Green, Paul, Lisa White, David Black, and
Sarah Adams, eds. 2017. Studies in Social Psychology. New York: Psychology Press.

Variations and Special Cases in Chicago Style Book
Citations

Beyond the basic rules for multiple authors, the Chicago Manual of Style also addresses several
variations and special cases that writers may encounter. These can include editions with different
authorial responsibilities, translated works with both original authors and translators, and works with
corporate authors or editors.

One common variation involves books that have been translated. In such cases, both the original
author(s) and the translator(s) should be acknowledged in the citation. The format will typically
include the original author's name followed by the translator's name. Similarly, books with multiple
editions require noting the edition number, especially if it is not the first edition. Corporate authors,
such as organizations or government agencies, are cited by their organizational name. For works with
numerous editors or compilers, and especially for anthologies or collections of essays, it is common to
cite the specific chapter author and the work’s editors when referring to a specific piece within the
larger volume.

Translated Book Example (Bibliography): García Márquez, Gabriel. One Hundred Years of
Solitude. Translated by Gregory Rabassa. New York: Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2006.

Corporate Author Example (Bibliography): World Health Organization. Global Health
Statistics 2020. Geneva: World Health Organization, 2020.

Chapter in Edited Volume (Bibliography - Notes-Bibliography System): Author of
Chapter, "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by Editor Name(s), page numbers. Publisher,
Year.



Chapter in Edited Volume (Reference List - Author-Date System): Author of Chapter.
Year. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by Editor Name(s), page numbers. Publisher.

Practical Tips for Accurate Chicago Style Citations

Achieving accuracy in Chicago style citations, particularly for books with multiple authors, involves a
combination of careful attention to detail and a systematic approach. The most fundamental tip is to
always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance, as citation
rules can evolve. Before beginning to write, familiarize yourself with the specific requirements of your
assignment or publication, as they may mandate either the notes-bibliography or the author-date
system.

When faced with a source, always check the title page carefully to identify all authors or editors and
their exact order. Keep a consistent record of all sources as you gather them, including complete
bibliographic information, to avoid last-minute scrambling. Using citation management software can
be immensely helpful, but it is crucial to double-check the generated citations against CMOS
guidelines, as these tools are not infallible. Pay close attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the
use of italics for titles. Remember that the goal of citation is to provide your readers with the clear
and unambiguous ability to find and verify your sources, thereby enhancing the credibility and
transparency of your work.

The distinction between notes and bibliographies (or reference lists) is critical. While notes can
sometimes be abbreviated (especially in the notes-bibliography system), the bibliography or
reference list must always be complete and accurate. For books with many authors, remember the "et
al." rule for notes and in-text citations, but the full list of authors is typically required in the
bibliography or reference list. Proofreading your citations meticulously before submission is a non-
negotiable step in producing polished, scholarly work.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style when
citing books with multiple authors?
A: The main difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text. The notes-bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and has a separate bibliography, while the author-
date system uses in-text parenthetical citations (author, year) and a reference list.

Q: How should I format the author names in a Chicago-style



citation for a book with two authors in the notes-bibliography
system?
A: For a book with two authors, both author names should be listed in the order they appear on the
title page. In the first note and the bibliography entry, list the first author's first name then last name,
followed by "and," then the second author's first name then last name.

Q: When using the notes-bibliography system for a book with
three or four authors, when do I start using "et al."?
A: You list all three or four authors in the first note. However, in subsequent notes referring to the
same work, you list the first author's last name followed by "et al."

Q: Does the "et al." rule apply to the bibliography entry for
books with five or more authors in Chicago style?
A: No, the "et al." abbreviation is generally used for in-text or note citations when there are five or
more authors. For the bibliography entry, the Chicago Manual of Style typically requires listing all
authors' names.

Q: What is the correct way to cite an edited book with
multiple editors in the author-date system?
A: In the author-date system, the in-text citation will usually use the first editor's last name followed
by "et al." (if there are three or more editors) and the year. The reference list, however, will list all
editors' names.

Q: If I am citing a specific chapter within an edited book that
has multiple authors and editors, how should I structure my
citation?
A: When citing a chapter, you will cite the author of that specific chapter. The citation will then include
the title of the chapter and information about the edited book, including the editor(s) names and the
book's title.

Q: Is there a specific format for indicating the order of
authors on the title page in Chicago style for books with
multiple authors?
A: Yes, the order of authors in your citation should always precisely match the order in which their
names appear on the book's title page. This ensures accurate attribution and helps readers locate the
source.



Q: What if a book has both authors and editors, for example,
a collection of essays with a primary author for each essay
and overall editors?
A: If you are citing the entire collection, you would treat it as an edited work, citing the editors.
However, if you are citing a specific essay or chapter within that collection, you must cite the author
of that specific essay and then provide details of the edited collection it appears in.
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