
chicago manual of style for citing
books with glossaries

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides comprehensive guidelines for
academic and professional writing, including precise methods for citing
various sources. Among these, citing books with glossaries requires specific
attention to ensure accuracy and clarity for readers. Understanding how to
correctly attribute information drawn from such texts is paramount for
academic integrity and for enabling your audience to locate the original
source material. This article delves into the intricacies of the Chicago
Manual of Style for citing books that feature glossaries, covering both
footnote/endnote and author-date systems. We will explore how to present book
citations, focusing on the unique aspects introduced by the presence of a
glossary, and discuss best practices for ensuring your bibliographic entries
are both compliant and user-friendly. Navigating these citation rules can
seem daunting, but with a clear understanding of CMOS principles, it becomes
a manageable and essential part of scholarly communication.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style and
Glossaries

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that
dictates formatting, citation, and editorial practices for a broad range of
publications, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. When
dealing with books that include a glossary, CMOS offers clear, albeit
sometimes nuanced, instructions to ensure that credit is given appropriately
and that readers can easily access the referenced material. A glossary, in
essence, is a mini-dictionary specific to a particular work, defining terms
that might be specialized, technical, or used in a particular way within the
text. Citing such a book correctly involves acknowledging the author and
publication details, much like any other book, but also potentially
highlighting the source of a specific defined term if that definition is
central to the argument or analysis.

The presence of a glossary does not fundamentally alter the core principles
of Chicago-style citation, which prioritizes providing sufficient information
for a reader to locate the cited source. However, it does introduce an



additional layer of consideration: whether the citation needs to specifically
point to the glossary itself, or if a general book citation suffices. This
decision often hinges on whether the information you are referencing is a
general concept discussed in the book or a specific definition found within
the glossary. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes accuracy and
completeness, meaning that if a glossary definition is the precise
information you are relying upon, your citation should ideally reflect that
specificity where appropriate and beneficial to the reader.

Footnote and Endnote Citations for Books with
Glossaries

The footnote and endnote system, often referred to as the "notes and
bibliography" style, is a cornerstone of Chicago style. When citing a book
that contains a glossary, the initial citation in a footnote or endnote
follows the standard format for a book, but with considerations for
indicating specific material if necessary. The key is to provide enough
detail so that a reader, encountering your citation, can precisely pinpoint
the information you are referencing. This is particularly important when the
information's origin within the book is critical to your point.

First Reference to a Book with a Glossary

For the first mention of a book with a glossary in your notes, you will
provide a full citation. This includes the author's name (first name first),
the full title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the
publisher, the year of publication, and the page number(s) you are
referencing. If you are specifically referencing a definition or discussion
from the glossary itself, you might include a note within the citation or as
a parenthetical addition to indicate the glossary's location. However, for
general references to content within the book that happens to be defined in
the glossary, the standard book citation is typically sufficient.

For example, a first footnote reference to a book might look like this:

1. Eleanor Vance, The Language of Architecture: A Comprehensive Glossary
(New York: Architext Press, 2022), 185.

If you were referencing a specific term definition, and felt it essential to
highlight its glossary origin for clarity to the reader, you could consider
adding a clarifying phrase:

2. Vance, The Language of Architecture, "Vernacular," 210.

This second example is more explicit in pointing to a glossary entry, though
CMOS often allows for the standard page number citation unless the glossary
entry itself is the sole point of reference or uniquely informative in its
placement.



Subsequent References to a Book with a Glossary

After the initial full citation, subsequent references to the same book
become significantly abbreviated. This is done to avoid redundancy and
maintain a clean flow in your notes. For a subsequent note, you will
typically use the author's last name, a shortened version of the book's title
(italicized), and the specific page number(s) being referenced. The principle
remains the same: guide the reader to the exact location of the information.
The presence of a glossary does not alter this abbreviation process.

Continuing the example:

3. Vance, Language of Architecture, 245.

4. Vance, 248.

In these subsequent references, it is assumed that the reader has already
seen the full bibliographic details in the first note and the bibliography.
The shortened title ensures differentiation if you are citing multiple works
by the same author, and the page number directs them to the specific point of
reference.

Citing Specific Glossary Terms

When the very definition of a term within the glossary is the focus of your
citation, CMOS allows for clarity by potentially referencing the glossary
section directly. This is less about a strict format rule and more about best
practice for reader comprehension. If you are discussing the author's
definition of a term as presented in the glossary, you might cite the page
number where the definition appears. Some scholars opt to explicitly mention
"glossary" or the term itself within the note to draw attention to this
specific component of the book, though CMOS generally prioritizes direct page
reference.

Consider this scenario:

5. Vance, The Language of Architecture, s.v. "Fenestration," 192.

The abbreviation "s.v." stands for "sub voce," meaning "under the word." This
is a specific way to indicate that you are referencing a dictionary or
glossary entry. While not always mandatory for every glossary reference, it
is a highly useful tool when the precise wording or concept of the glossary
definition is critical to your argument. It clearly signals to the reader
that you are not just referencing general text on a page, but a specific term
as defined by the author within the book's dedicated glossary. Always ensure
the page number provided is accurate for the glossary entry.

Author-Date Citations for Books with Glossaries

The author-date system, also known as parenthetical citation, is another



accepted method within the Chicago Manual of Style. This system is frequently
used in scientific and social science disciplines. For books with glossaries,
the author-date approach requires integrating parenthetical citations within
the text and providing a corresponding reference list (or bibliography) at
the end of the work. The objective remains to provide a clear and concise
link between your text and the source material, even when that source
includes specialized terminologies defined in a glossary.

In-Text Citations for Books with Glossaries

In the author-date system, in-text citations typically include the author's
last name and the year of publication, enclosed in parentheses. If you are
referencing a specific part of the book, you will also include the page
number. The presence of a glossary does not introduce new elements to the
basic in-text citation format itself, but how you choose to refer to
glossary-derived information might influence the clarity of your reference.
Generally, you would cite the page where the information is discussed or
defined, regardless of whether it's in the main text or the glossary.

For instance:

The concept of the "golden ratio" is fundamental to understanding Renaissance
aesthetics (Vance 2022, 185).

If the definition of "golden ratio" was exclusively in the glossary and you
were specifically citing that definition, you might still cite the page
number where that definition appears, assuming it's clearly marked as part of
the glossary. For example, if the glossary entry was on page 210:

The author defines the "golden ratio" as a specific mathematical proportion
(Vance 2022, 210).

The key is to cite the most direct and relevant location of the information
you are using. In the author-date system, the year is crucial for
distinguishing between different editions or works by the same author, making
it a primary component of the in-text citation.

Bibliography Entries for Books with Glossaries

The bibliography accompanying an author-date citation system lists all the
sources cited in the text, providing full publication details. For a book
with a glossary, the bibliography entry for that book will mirror the
standard format for a book in the author-date system. The author's last name
comes first, followed by their first name, the publication year in
parentheses, the italicized title, and then the place of publication and
publisher.

Using the same example book, the bibliography entry would appear as follows:

Vance, Eleanor. 2022. The Language of Architecture: A Comprehensive
Glossary. New York: Architext Press.

Unlike the footnote system where you might use "s.v." to denote a glossary
entry, the bibliography entry itself does not typically include explicit
mention of the glossary unless there's a specific editorial requirement or if



the glossary itself is a standalone, published work being cited. The
bibliography's purpose is to provide comprehensive information about the
source as a whole, allowing the reader to find the specific page referenced
in the in-text citation.

Referencing Glossary Contents in Author-Date Style

When you are referencing a specific definition or term from a glossary within
the author-date system, the in-text citation will point to the page number
where that definition is located. The bibliography entry provides the full
details of the book. If you need to specifically draw attention to the fact
that the information comes from the glossary, you can do so in your prose
rather than altering the citation itself. For instance, you might write, "In
Vance's glossary, the term 'fenestration' is defined as..." followed by the
parenthetical citation. This approach maintains the integrity of the standard
author-date format while clearly indicating the source of the specialized
term.

The goal in author-date style is to keep in-text citations brief and
unobtrusive. The full details are reserved for the bibliography. Therefore,
focusing on accurate page number attribution is paramount. If a glossary is
extensive and its terms are frequently referenced, it might be worth
considering whether the book's structure warrants a slightly more descriptive
prose introduction to the term's origin, but the citation itself remains
standard.

Best Practices for Citing Books with Glossaries

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style for citing books with glossaries
requires more than just following rules; it involves a thoughtful approach to
clarity and reader experience. While the manual provides the framework, best
practices ensure your citations are not only correct but also genuinely
helpful to your audience. These practices focus on maintaining consistency,
prioritizing reader navigation, and making informed decisions about when the
glossary itself warrants specific attention in your citation.

Consistency in Citation Style

The most crucial aspect of any citation system, including Chicago style, is
consistency. Once you choose between the footnote/endnote system or the
author-date system, you must adhere to it throughout your entire work. This
applies to how you cite all sources, not just books with glossaries.
Inconsistency can confuse readers and detract from the credibility of your
scholarship. If you are citing multiple books with glossaries, ensure they
are all treated uniformly according to the chosen system, paying particular
attention to how you handle any specific references to glossary terms.

This means deciding early on if and how you will explicitly denote glossary
references. For instance, if you use "s.v." for one glossary entry in the
notes-bibliography style, you should use it consistently for all similar



instances. Similarly, in the author-date style, if you choose to elaborate in
your prose when referencing a glossary term, maintain that approach
throughout your paper. The Chicago Manual of Style itself provides numerous
examples that can serve as a guide for maintaining this uniformity.

Clarity and Reader Navigation

The ultimate purpose of citation is to allow your readers to easily find and
consult the sources you have used. When citing a book with a glossary, this
means ensuring that your citation leads the reader directly to the
information. If you are referencing a broad concept discussed throughout the
book, a standard page number citation is sufficient. However, if you are
relying on a specific, author-defined term found only within the glossary,
your citation should reflect this as clearly as possible. This might involve
noting the page number of the glossary entry, or, in the notes-bibliography
system, using "s.v." to explicitly signal a glossary reference.

Consider the reader's perspective: are they likely to be familiar with the
terminology used? If the glossary is central to understanding the concepts
you are presenting, highlighting its importance through your citation can be
invaluable. Providing precise page numbers for glossary entries ensures that
the reader does not have to sift through large sections of the book to find
the definition you are referencing. Well-executed citations enhance the
accessibility of your work.

When to Cite Glossary Information

Deciding when to cite glossary information specifically is often a matter of
judgment based on the context of your writing. If you are discussing a
general idea or fact that is also mentioned in the glossary, but not
exclusively defined there, a regular citation to the relevant page in the
main text is usually appropriate. However, if the author's unique definition
of a term, as presented in the glossary, is critical to your argument, or if
you are analyzing the terminology itself, then drawing specific attention to
the glossary is warranted.

Here are situations where specific citation of glossary content is
recommended:

When the precise wording of a definition is essential to your analysis.

When you are contrasting the author's definition with other definitions.

When the glossary itself introduces a unique framework or conceptual
understanding.

When you are analyzing the author's choice of terminology and its
implications.

In these cases, employing methods like "s.v." in notes or carefully worded
prose in author-date citations can significantly clarify your reference.
Always err on the side of providing more clarity for your reader when in



doubt.

FAQ

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style require a
specific format for citing a book's glossary section
as a whole?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style does not mandate a single, overarching format
for citing a glossary section as a whole, separate from citing specific
entries within it. Generally, if you are referencing the book broadly and the
glossary is simply part of its apparatus, a standard book citation (either
footnote/endnote or author-date) is sufficient, with page numbers indicating
where the glossary begins or is located. If you are specifically analyzing
the glossary as a complete entity, you might reference its introductory
material or overall scope in your prose, and then cite specific pages within
the bibliography or notes.

Q: When citing a specific term from a glossary in a
footnote, is "s.v." always necessary?
A: No, "s.v." (sub voce) is not always strictly necessary when citing a
specific term from a glossary in a footnote. The Chicago Manual of Style
prioritizes clarity and the ability for the reader to locate the source. If
the page number clearly leads the reader to the glossary entry for that term,
a standard citation with the page number may suffice. However, "s.v." is a
valuable tool for added precision, especially when the definition of the term
is central to your argument or when distinguishing between general text and a
specific glossary entry is crucial for the reader's understanding.

Q: How should I handle citing a book where the
glossary is also an appendix?
A: If a glossary is presented as an appendix within a book, you should cite
it as you would any other part of the book according to your chosen Chicago
style (notes-bibliography or author-date). In the notes-bibliography system,
you would typically cite the page number where the appendix begins or where
the specific glossary term is defined. In the author-date system, the in-text
citation would include the page number, and the bibliography entry would
detail the entire book. If the appendix is clearly labeled as a "Glossary,"
you can mention this in your prose for added clarity, e.g., "According to the
glossary in the appendix..."

Q: What is the difference in citing a glossary entry
versus a general definition found in the main text of
a book?
A: The primary difference lies in how you might emphasize the origin of the
information. When citing a definition from the main text, you simply provide
the page number where that definition appears. When citing a specific term



from a glossary, the goal is to direct the reader to that particular term's
definition. In the notes-bibliography system, using "s.v. [term]" along with
the page number can explicitly indicate it's a glossary entry. In the author-
date system, the page number is paramount, and clarity about it being a
glossary definition is often achieved through the surrounding prose.

Q: Should the year of publication be included in
subsequent footnote citations for a book with a
glossary?
A: No, the year of publication is not typically included in subsequent
footnote citations in the Chicago Manual of Style's notes-bibliography
system. After the first full citation, subsequent notes use an abbreviated
format consisting of the author's last name, a shortened title of the book,
and the specific page number(s). The year is crucial for the first footnote
and the bibliography but is omitted in subsequent notes to avoid redundancy
and maintain conciseness.

Q: How do I cite a glossary that is published as a
standalone book?
A: If a glossary is published as a standalone book, you would cite it as any
other book according to the Chicago Manual of Style. This involves providing
the author (if any), the full title of the glossary (italicized), the place
of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. If you are citing
specific terms or definitions within this standalone glossary, you would use
the standard page numbers in your footnotes/endnotes or in-text citations and
list the full publication details in your bibliography.

Q: Is there a specific rule for citing a glossary
within an edited volume or collection?
A: When citing a glossary within an edited volume or collection, you would
follow the general rules for citing a chapter or section within such a work.
This typically involves identifying the author of the glossary (if different
from the editor), the title of the glossary (if it has one), and the title of
the overall edited volume. You would also cite the editor(s), the volume's
title, and publication details, along with the relevant page numbers. In the
notes-bibliography system, you might use "s.v." if referencing a specific
term, and in the author-date system, you'd include the page number in the in-
text citation and full details in the bibliography.

Q: How does citing a glossary in the Chicago Manual
of Style differ from other citation styles like APA?
A: The primary differences between Chicago style and other styles like APA in
citing glossaries often lie in the specific punctuation, capitalization, and
the use of abbreviations. APA, for instance, is primarily an author-date
system and has specific formats for in-text citations and reference lists
that differ from Chicago's notes-bibliography option. Chicago's "s.v." for
glossary entries in footnotes is a distinctive feature not typically found in
APA. Both aim for clarity but achieve it through different structural and
formatting conventions.
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