chicago manual of style footnotes for
subsequent citations examples

Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Subsequent Citations Examples: A Comprehensive
Guide

chicago manual of style footnotes for subsequent citations examples are crucial for
maintaining academic integrity and clarity in scholarly writing. Understanding how to
properly reference sources that have already been cited is a cornerstone of effective
footnote usage according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMQOS). This guide will demystify
the process, providing detailed explanations and practical examples for citing previously
mentioned sources within your footnotes. We will cover the core principles of short-form
citations, when to use them, and common scenarios you might encounter, ensuring your
bibliography and in-text citations are consistent and accurate. Mastering these nuances will
enhance the professionalism and credibility of your research.
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Understanding the Purpose of Subsequent
Citations

The primary goal of subsequent citations in the Chicago Manual of Style is to efficiently and
clearly direct your reader back to a source that has already been fully identified in a
previous footnote. When you cite a source for the first time, the full bibliographic
information is provided. Subsequent references to that same source would become
exceedingly cumbersome and repetitive if the full citation were repeated every time. This is
where the elegant simplicity of the short-form footnote comes into play, streamlining the
citation process without sacrificing accuracy or comprehensiveness.

By using a shortened format, you reduce the overall length of your footnotes and make
them easier to read and digest for your audience. This efficiency is vital in academic
papers, theses, dissertations, and any scholarly work where extensive referencing is
common. The system ensures that a reader interested in a particular source can quickly
locate its initial, full citation, and then easily identify its subsequent appearances through
the abbreviated information provided.



The Short-Form Footnhote: The Foundation of
Subsequent Citations

The short-form footnote is the standardized method prescribed by the Chicago Manual of
Style for referencing sources that have already appeared in a preceding footnote. It is
designed to be concise yet informative, providing just enough detail to distinguish the cited
work from other sources without repeating the entire bibliographic entry. This approach is a
hallmark of Chicago’s author-date system and its notes-and-bibliography system, though
this guide specifically focuses on the footnote implementation.

The core idea behind the short-form is to avoid redundancy. Instead of re-listing the
author’s full name, title, publication details, and page number every single time you refer to
a specific work, you provide a condensed version that points back to the original, full
citation. This makes the footnotes cleaner and the overall document more manageable,
especially for authors citing numerous works or frequently referencing the same few key
texts.

Key Components of a Short-Form Footnote

A typical short-form footnote in CMOS consists of three essential elements: the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title, and the specific page number(s) being referenced.
The exact format can vary slightly depending on the type of source (book, article, etc.), but
these core components remain consistent. The author's last name is crucial for immediate
identification, while the shortened title helps differentiate between works by the same
author. The page number is, of course, vital for pinpointing the exact location of the
information within the source.

Here's a breakdown of the standard structure:

e Author's Last Name: This should be the same last name used in the original, full
citation.

e Shortened Title: For books, this is typically the first word or first few significant
words of the title, italicized. For articles, it's often the first significant word or phrase
of the article title, enclosed in quotation marks.

* Page Number: This indicates the specific page(s) from which you are quoting or
paraphrasing.

When to Use Short-Form Footnotes

The rule of thumb for using short-form footnotes is straightforward: use them for any



subsequent citation to a source that has already been cited in full in a previous footnote. If
you are citing a source for the very first time, you must use the full, comprehensive
footnote format. Once that full footnote has appeared, any subsequent references to that
same work, regardless of whether they appear immediately after or many pages later,
should employ the short-form citation.

There's one important exception to this rule: the ibid. citation. If you are citing the exact
same source as the immediately preceding footnote, you can use ibid.. However, once you
cite a different source, you must revert to the short-form footnote even if you return to a
previously cited work.

Subsequent Citations for Books

Citing books in subsequent footnotes is one of the most common scenarios. The short-form
citation for a book clearly identifies the author and the work, directing the reader to the
original, full citation. This ensures that even with numerous references to the same book
throughout your paper, the reader can easily trace them back to the initial, complete entry.

Let's assume your first footnote for a book looks like this:

1. David McCullough, The Great Bridge: The Epic Story of the Building of the Brooklyn
Bridge (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1972), 112.

Now, for any subsequent references to this book, you would use the short-form footnote.
The exact formatting depends on whether you are referencing the same page or a different
page than the previous citation.

Example 1: Referencing a Different Page in the Same
Book

If your next reference to McCullough's book is to a different page, you would use the
following short-form citation:

2. McCullough, Great Bridge, 245.

Here, "McCullough" identifies the author, "Great Bridge" is the shortened title (italicized
because it's a book title), and "245" is the new page number. This clearly signals that you
are still referring to McCullough's work but to a different location within it.

Example 2: Referencing the Same Page as a Previous
Footnote (Using lbid.)

If the very next footnote you create refers to the exact same source and the exact same
page number as the preceding footnote, you can use ibid. (an abbreviation of the Latin



ibidem, meaning "in the same place").
Let's say footnote 2 also referenced page 245 of The Great Bridge:

1. David McCullough, The Great Bridge: The Epic Story of the Building of the Brooklyn
Bridge (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1972), 245.

2. Ibid., 245.

However, if footnote 2 was the first reference and footnote 3 needed to refer to the same
page:

1. David McCullough, The Great Bridge: The Epic Story of the Building of the Brooklyn
Bridge (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1972), 245.

2. McCullough, Great Bridge, 245.
3. Ibid.

Note that if you use ibid. to refer to the same source but a different page, you include the
new page number: Ibid., 301.

Example 3: Referencing a Different Book by the Same
Author

If you cite a second book by the same author, the short-form title becomes even more
critical to distinguish between the two works. You must include enough of the title to make
the reference unambiguous.

Assume your first footnote was for McCullough's Great Bridge, and now you are citing
another book by him:

1. David McCullough, The Great Bridge: The Epic Story of the Building of the Brooklyn
Bridge (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1972), 112.

... (other citations) ...

7. David McCullough, John Adams (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001), 45.
Then, a subsequent reference to The Great Bridge would be:

8. McCullough, Great Bridge, 150.

And a subsequent reference to John Adams would be:

9. McCullough, John Adams, 78.

Subsequent Citations for Journal Articles

Journal articles are cited similarly to books in subsequent footnotes, with the primary
difference being the use of quotation marks for the article title instead of italics. This
distinction helps maintain clarity between different types of published works. The author's
last name and a shortened version of the article title are key to effective subsequent
referencing.



Let's consider an initial full footnote for a journal article:

10. Jane Smith, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of
Communication Studies 25, no. 2 (2020): 45.

Example 1: Referencing a Different Page in the Same
Article

For any subsequent reference to this article, you would use the short-form citation,
including a new page number if necessary:

11. Smith, "Social Media," 52.

Here, "Smith" identifies the author, "Social Media" is a shortened version of the article title
(in quotes), and "52" is the new page number. This clearly points to the same article but a
different location.

Example 2: Referencing the Same Page with lbid.

If footnote 11 referenced page 52, and footnote 12 also needed to reference page 52 of the
same article:

10. Jane Smith, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of
Communication Studies 25, no. 2 (2020): 45.

11. Smith, "Social Media," 52.

12. Ibid.

If footnote 12 needed to reference a different page:
12. Ibid., 60.

Example 3: Referencing a Different Article by the Same
Author

If Jane Smith published another article in the same journal or a different one, the shortened
title must be sufficient to distinguish between her works.

Assume you previously cited her article "Social Media," and now you cite another:

10. Jane Smith, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of
Communication Studies 25, no. 2 (2020): 45.

... (other citations) ...

18. Jane Smith, "Algorithmic Bias in News Feeds," Digital Society Review 10, no. 1 (2021):
110.

A subsequent reference to the first article would be:
19. Smith, "Social Media," 75.



And a subsequent reference to the second article would be:
20. Smith, "Algorithmic Bias," 125.

Subsequent Citations for Websites and Online
Sources

Citing online sources can be more variable, but the principles of subsequent citations in
CMOS remain consistent. The key is to provide enough information to identify the source
unambiguously, even if full bibliographic details are less standardized than for print
materials. For websites, you generally use the author's name (if available), a shortened title
of the specific page or document, and potentially the URL or a stable identifier if that's how
it was initially cited.

Let's imagine an initial full footnote for a webpage:

21. "National Parks Service History," National Park Service, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/history.htm.

Example 1: Referencing a Different Page on the Same
Website (if applicable)

If the website structure allows for distinct "pages" that are referenced separately, you
would apply the short-form principle. However, many web citations are to broad sections or
specific documents. If there's a clear author or a distinct document title:

22. National Park Service, "National Parks Service History," 5.

In this scenario, "National Park Service" is treated as the authoring body. If there were a
specific author for a particular page or report on the NPS site, you would use their name.

Example 2: When the Author is an Organization

When an organization is the author, you typically use the organization's name in the short
form. If you are citing the same page again, but to a different "section" or if the original
citation included a specific page number (which is rare for web pages unless it's a PDF
document hosted online):

21. "National Parks Service History," National Park Service, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/history.htm.

22. National Park Service, "National Parks Service History."

In many cases, for web pages, the specific page number isn't relevant. The short form
might simply revert to the authoring body and the title of the page/document.



Example 3: Citing a Different Online Document/Article
by the Same Author/Organization

Just as with books and journal articles, if you cite multiple works by the same author or
organization, the shortened title is crucial:

21. "National Parks Service History," National Park Service, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/history.htm.

... (other citations) ...

25. "Park Ranger Careers," National Park Service, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/careers.htm.

A subsequent reference to the first would be:
26. National Park Service, "National Parks Service History."
And a subsequent reference to the second:

27. National Park Service, "Park Ranger Careers."

Special Cases and Common Pitfalls

While the general rules for subsequent citations are clear, certain situations and common
mistakes can lead to confusion. Understanding these nuances will help you apply the
Chicago Manual of Style correctly and avoid errors in your citations. Paying close attention
to details like the presence of multiple authors or editors, or the use of indirect sources, is
essential.

Multiple Authors and Editors

When a source has multiple authors or editors, the initial full citation establishes how they
should be referenced. In subsequent short-form footnotes, you typically use the last name
of the first author listed, followed by the shortened title. If there are many authors

(generally more than three), you might cite the first author's last name followed by "et al."
(and others) in both the full and short-form citations, as established in the initial reference.

Indirect Sources

Citing a source that you accessed through another source (an indirect citation) requires
careful handling in both full and subsequent footnotes. The rule is to cite the original source
first, followed by "as quoted in" or "as cited in" and then the details of the secondary
source. In subsequent citations, you would continue this pattern. For instance:

30. Eleanor Vance, "Early American Literature," (unpublished manuscript, 2019), as cited in
John Doe, Literary History (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022), 145, Vance, "Early



American Literature."

A subsequent reference to Vance, as cited by Doe, would generally focus on identifying
Vance's work and then indicating that it's found within Doe's publication.

The Importance of Consistency

One of the biggest pitfalls is inconsistency. If you introduce a specific way of shortening a
title in one instance, stick to it. If you use "et al." for a particular work, ensure you do so for
all citations to that work. The goal is to create a clear, logical, and predictable system for
your reader. Inconsistency can lead to confusion and undermine the credibility of your
research.

Over-reliance on lbid.

While ibid. is a useful abbreviation, overusing it can sometimes make your footnotes harder
to follow, especially if the preceding footnotes themselves are complex or refer to different
sources. It's generally better to revert to the short-form citation if there’s any doubt about
clarity or if the immediately preceding footnote is not the source you intend to cite.

Best Practices for Subsequent Citations

Implementing these best practices will ensure your Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for
subsequent citations are accurate, efficient, and contribute positively to your academic
work. Proper application of these rules demonstrates attention to detail and a commitment
to scholarly standards.

Here are some key recommendations:

e Always cite in full first: Never use a short-form citation or ibid. before a source has
appeared in a complete, detailed footnote.

* Be specific with shortened titles: Ensure the shortened title is unique enough to
distinguish the work, especially if you cite multiple works by the same author or
similar titles.

e Check your page numbers: Always double-check that the page number in your
subsequent citation corresponds to the correct location within the source.

e Use a citation management tool: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can
greatly assist in managing your citations and generating footnotes automatically,

reducing the risk of manual errors.

e Consult the official manual: When in doubt, always refer to the latest edition of The



Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance.

e Maintain consistency: Apply the chosen format for short titles and author
references consistently throughout your document.

By adhering to these guidelines, you can confidently navigate the complexities of
subsequent citations in the Chicago Manual of Style, ensuring your work is impeccably
referenced and easy for your readers to follow.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of using subsequent
footnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: The primary purpose of using subsequent footnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style is to
provide a concise and efficient way to refer to a source that has already been fully cited in a
previous footnote, thereby reducing redundancy and improving readability without
sacrificing accuracy.

Q: How does a subsequent footnote differ from a first
footnote?

A: A first footnote provides the complete bibliographic information for a source, including
the author's full name, the full title of the work, publication details (place, publisher, year),
and the specific page number. A subsequent footnote, also known as a short-form citation,
uses a condensed format, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title of the
work, and the specific page number.

Q: What are the essential components of a short-form
footnote for a book?

A: The essential components of a short-form footnote for a book are the author's last name,
a shortened version of the book's title (italicized), and the page number(s) being
referenced.

Q: When is it appropriate to use the abbreviation "ibid."
in Chicago style footnotes?

A: "Ibid." (short for the Latin word meaning "in the same place") is appropriate to use when
the immediately preceding footnote refers to the exact same source. If the same source is
cited again but on a different page, you would use "Ibid." followed by the new page
number.



Q: How do | cite a different work by the same author in
a subsequent footnote?

A: When citing a different work by the same author in a subsequent footnote, it is crucial to
use a shortened title that clearly distinguishes between the various works. This ensures the
reader can accurately identify which of the author's books or articles is being referenced.

Q: What is the rule for shortening article titles in
subsequent footnotes?

A: For journal articles and other periodical publications, the shortened title in a subsequent
footnote is typically enclosed in quotation marks and includes the first significant word or
phrase of the article's title, ensuring clarity and consistency with the initial full citation.

Q: How are online sources handled in subsequent
Chicago style footnotes?

A: For online sources, subsequent footnotes typically include the author's name (or
organizational author), a shortened title of the specific page or document, and potentially a
URL if it was part of the original citation and is deemed essential for retrieval. The exact
format can be more flexible than for print sources, prioritizing clear identification of the
source.

Q: What is a common mistake to avoid when using
subsequent footnotes?

A: A common mistake to avoid is inconsistency in the shortening of titles or the use of
author names (e.qg., "et al."). It is essential to apply the chosen short-form method
consistently throughout the document for all citations of a particular source.
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