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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes
for Scholarly Articles: Examples and Best
Practices
chicago manual of style footnotes for scholarly articles examples are crucial for academic
integrity and clarity, guiding researchers in properly attributing sources and providing
supplementary information within their scholarly work. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of implementing Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) footnotes, offering detailed examples
for various source types commonly encountered in academic writing. Understanding these examples
is essential for scholars aiming for precision, credibility, and adherence to established academic
conventions. We will explore how to format different kinds of citations, from books and journal
articles to web pages and archival materials, ensuring your footnotes are both accurate and effective
in supporting your arguments and research.
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Understanding the Purpose of CMOS Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) footnote system serves two primary functions in scholarly
articles: providing citations for sources and offering explanatory or supplementary material.
Citations allow readers to locate the original sources of information, ensuring academic honesty and
giving credit to the original authors. Explanatory notes, on the other hand, can be used to elaborate
on a point without disrupting the flow of the main text, offer tangential information that is
interesting but not essential, or provide definitions and context. Effectively utilizing footnotes
enhances the reader's understanding and the credibility of the author's research, demonstrating a
commitment to thoroughness and transparency.

The meticulous application of CMOS footnotes is a hallmark of polished academic writing. It signals
to your audience that your research is well-supported and that you have engaged thoughtfully with
existing scholarship. For those new to academic publishing or the Chicago style, navigating the
specific requirements for different source materials can seem daunting. This article aims to
demystify these requirements with practical, concrete examples that illustrate best practices for
citing a wide array of sources within the context of scholarly articles.

Basic Principles of Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes

At its core, the Chicago Manual of Style footnote system requires meticulous attention to detail.
Each footnote begins with a superscript Arabic numeral in the text, corresponding to a numbered
note at the bottom of the page. The first time a source is cited in a note, it requires a full
bibliographic entry. Subsequent citations of the same source employ a shortened format, typically
including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the specific page number. Consistency is
paramount; once you establish a format for a particular type of source, you must adhere to it
throughout your article.



The goal is to provide enough information for the reader to easily identify and retrieve the source.
This includes essential elements like author names, titles of works, publication details, and page
numbers. While the full citation provides comprehensive bibliographic data, the shortened note
prioritizes conciseness while still allowing for clear identification. Mastering these fundamental
principles is the first step toward constructing accurate and effective Chicago style footnotes for
your scholarly articles.

Footnote Examples for Common Source Types

This section provides detailed examples of how to format footnotes for various types of sources
typically found in scholarly articles. Following these examples precisely will ensure your citations
are accurate and conform to the Chicago Manual of Style.

Book Citations

Citing a book in a footnote requires specific formatting for author, title, and publication information.
The first footnote entry for a book should include the full citation.

First footnote citation:

1. John Smith, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent footnote citation for the same book:

2. Smith, History of Ideas, 112.

Journal Article Citations

Journal articles, with their distinct publication formats (volume, issue, journal title), require a
specific structure within footnotes.

First footnote citation:

3. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Scientific Methodology," Journal of Academic Research 25, no. 2
(Spring 2021): 155-170.

Subsequent footnote citation for the same article:

4. Doe, "Evolution of Scientific Methodology," 162.

Website Citations

Citing online sources requires careful inclusion of author, title, website name, and retrieval date.



First footnote citation:

5. Alex Johnson, "Understanding Digital Archiving," Digital Humanities Today, October 15, 2022,
https://www.digitalhumanitiestoday.org/article/understanding-digital-archiving.

Subsequent footnote citation for the same website page:

6. Johnson, "Understanding Digital Archiving."

Chapter in an Edited Book

When referencing a specific chapter within a larger edited work, you must cite both the chapter
author and the editors of the book.

First footnote citation:

7. Maria Garcia, "The Impact of Technology on Education," in Contemporary Educational Theories,
ed. Robert Lee and Susan Chen (New York: Academic Publishers, 2019), 210.

Subsequent footnote citation for the same chapter:

8. Garcia, "Impact of Technology on Education," 215.

Dissertation or Thesis

Citations for dissertations and theses should include information about the institution and the year
of completion.

First footnote citation:

9. David Williams, "Socioeconomic Factors Affecting Urban Development" (PhD diss., University of
California, Berkeley, 2018), 78.

Subsequent footnote citation for the same dissertation:

10. Williams, "Socioeconomic Factors," 91.

Archival Material

Citing primary sources from archives requires specific details about the collection and the item
within it.

First footnote citation:

11. Eleanor Roosevelt Papers, Box 34, Folder 5, "Correspondence, 1945," Franklin D. Roosevelt
Presidential Library and Museum, Hyde Park, NY.



Subsequent footnote citation for the same archival item:

12. Roosevelt Papers, Box 34, Folder 5.

Newspaper or Magazine Articles

For articles from periodicals, include the publication name, date, and page number.

First footnote citation:

13. Sarah Miller, "The Future of Renewable Energy," The Daily Chronicle, March 20, 2023, A12.

Subsequent footnote citation for the same article:

14. Miller, "Future of Renewable Energy," B3.

Formatting Specific Elements within Footnotes

Beyond the structure of the citation, the precise formatting of individual elements within your
Chicago manual of style footnotes for scholarly articles examples is critical. Small details can impact
the professional appearance and clarity of your work.

Author Names

In Chicago style, author names are presented in the order they appear on the title page. In the first
footnote citation, the first author's name is given in normal order (First Last), and subsequent
authors are also in normal order.

Titles

Titles of books, journals, and other complete works are italicized. Titles of articles, chapters, and
shorter works are enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction is crucial for clear identification of
the source type.

Publication Information

Publication information typically includes the place of publication, publisher, and year. For books,
this information is found on the title page or copyright page. For articles, it includes the journal title,
volume, issue, and date.



Page Numbers

Page numbers are essential for directing the reader to the specific part of the source being
referenced. Always include the full page range for articles or chapters, and a specific page number
for direct quotations or paraphrased information.

Subsequent References and Short Forms

The efficiency of the Chicago footnote system lies in its use of shortened references after the initial
full citation. This prevents repetitive full citations and keeps the footnotes concise. The general rule
for subsequent citations is to use the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (usually
italicized), and the specific page number(s). If you have multiple works by the same author, the
shortened title becomes even more important for distinguishing between them.

For instance, if you cite another book by John Smith titled The History of Art, a subsequent
reference to that book would look different from a subsequent reference to The History of Ideas. The
system is designed to be logical and easily navigable by your reader, allowing them to pinpoint the
exact source of your information with minimal effort.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style

While this article focuses on footnotes, it's important to acknowledge that Chicago style also permits
endnotes. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where they are referenced, offering immediate
context for the reader. Endnotes are collected at the end of the document, typically on a separate
page. The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often dictated by the publication venue or the
author's preference, though footnotes are generally preferred for their immediacy and ease of use in
articles where space allows. Consult your editor or style guide for specific requirements regarding
footnotes versus endnotes.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Scholars may encounter several common issues when implementing Chicago manual of style
footnotes for scholarly articles examples. One frequent error is inconsistency in formatting; failing to
apply the same style for similar source types or mixing citation styles can detract from the
professionalism of the work. Another pitfall is omitting essential information, such as publication
dates or page numbers, which hinders source retrieval.

Over-reliance on secondary sources without acknowledging the original primary source is another
significant concern. Furthermore, incorrect use of italics and quotation marks for titles, or improper
handling of author names, can lead to citation errors. Proofreading your footnotes carefully against
the Chicago Manual of Style is essential to avoid these common mistakes and ensure accuracy.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and an
endnote in the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where they are cited,
providing immediate contextual information for the reader. Endnotes, conversely, are compiled at
the end of the document, usually on a separate page following the main text. Both serve the purpose
of citation and supplementary information, but their placement is the key distinction.

Q: How do I format a footnote for a source that has multiple
authors according to Chicago style?
A: For the first citation of a source with two or three authors in Chicago style, list all authors' names
in the order they appear on the title page, separated by commas, with "and" before the last author.
For four or more authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." In subsequent citations, use
the first author's last name followed by "et al."

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website that does not have
a clear author or publication date?
A: If a website lacks a clear author, use the name of the organization or corporate author responsible
for the site. If a publication date is unavailable, use the copyright date if one is present. If neither is
available, use "n.d." (for no date). Always include the retrieval date, as web content can change.

Q: When should I use a shortened footnote versus a full
bibliographic note in Chicago style?
A: The full bibliographic note is used only the first time a source is cited in your footnotes. All
subsequent references to that same source should use a shortened note format, which typically
includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work (italicized), and the specific page
number(s).

Q: Can I use footnotes for explanatory material, not just
citations, in a scholarly article using Chicago style?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style explicitly allows for the use of footnotes to provide
supplementary or explanatory information that would interrupt the flow of the main text. This can
include definitions, tangential discussions, or additional details that enrich the reader's
understanding without being essential to the primary argument.



Q: What if I am citing a source that is part of a larger
collection, like an essay in an anthology?
A: When citing an essay or chapter within a larger collection or anthology, you need to cite both the
author of the specific piece and the editor(s) of the collection, along with the title of the essay and
the title of the collection. The format would be: Author Last Name, "Title of Essay," in Title of
Collection, ed. Editor First Name Editor Last Name, Page numbers.

Q: How do I ensure consistency in my footnotes if I have
multiple works by the same author?
A: To maintain clarity when citing multiple works by the same author, the shortened footnote format
becomes crucial. After the initial full citation for each work, subsequent references should include
the author's last name, a shortened version of the specific title of the work being cited, and the page
number. This distinguishes between different books or articles by the same author.

Q: Is there a difference in footnote formatting for a printed
book versus an e-book in Chicago style?
A: While the core bibliographic information (author, title, publisher, year) remains similar, citing e-
books may require additional information such as a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a URL if no DOI
is available. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidance for different e-book formats to
ensure complete and accurate citation.
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